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Dear Governor Heineman and Members of the Legislature:
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is happy to
present its 2010 Annual Report. The pages of this publication
will show the agency’s resolve to be a steward for the state’s
wildlife and parkland resources. The Game and Parks Board
of Commissioners and staff are committed to providing
services and opportunities that preserve Nebraska’s outdoor
heritage.
Nebraska’s hunting legacy requires good participation and
widespread access to land. Our Open Fields and Waters
program continued to gain momentum in 2010, providing
the public with walk-in hunting and fishing access to private
land. Partnerships with landowners and Pheasants Forever
are working to strengthen pheasant hunting across the state,
and staff, partners and volunteers are providing youth with
safe, successful hunting experiences. Game and Parks
offered something for anglers of every age and experience
level in 2010, managing for trophy fish at larger reservoirs,
providing better access to shore anglers and holding clinics
in which youths could catch their first fish.
Park resources continue to evolve. Construction of new
cabins is making Ponca State Park a can’t-miss destination
on the Missouri River. On the lower Platte River, the
development of a comprehensive outdoor education
facility will make Platte River State Park a mainstay in
education and recreation.
Game and Parks strives to manage wildlife and park
resources so residents and visitors alike will continue
to find Nebraska to be a jewel of outdoor recreation.
Sincerely,

Rex Amack
Director
6

“

Our mission is to protect the state’s fish, wildlife, parks
and outdoor recreation resources in the best longterm interests of the people and those resources.

”
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The Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission is predominately self-funded,
receiving approximately 16 percent of its
total 2010 funding from the State General
Fund. Twelve additional cash/federal funds
have been established for agency use:
Game Fund, Park Fund, federal funds,
Habitat Fund, Nebraska Outdoor
Recreational Development Act (NORDA)
Fund, Recreational Trails Federal Fund,
Aquatic Habitat Fund, Trail Development
Assistance Fund, Wildlife Conservation
Fund, Game Law Investigation Fund,
Cowboy Trail Fund, and Nebraska
Snowmobile Trail Fund. While most of the
fund names are self-descriptive, a few of the
more critical warrant further explanation.
General Fund – This is supported by money
collected by the State Department of
Revenue, deposited with the State
Treasurer and appropriated by the
Legislature. General Fund money is
appropriated to Game and Parks for
operating activities that are:
1) not self supporting (primarily
operations of the state park system and
nongame and endangered species
activities);
2) administrative activities that are
general in nature, applicable to the entire
agency and difficult to prorate among the
various other funding sources; and
3) activities that extend beyond the
statutory use of the various cash funds,
such as criminal law enforcement and
natural disaster response by conservation
officers.
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Game Fund – This derives its revenues from
a variety of sources, including hunting and
fishing permit sales, Federal Aid
reimbursements and interest earnings. This
fund is the largest source of funding for the
agency and serves as the primary funding
source for fish and wildlife activities.
Park Fund – This is the second largest
source of funding to the agency. It is used
to improve, maintain and operate areas
within the state park system. Major revenue
sources include camping and lodging fees,
park entry permit sales, restaurant and food
services and other park facility use fees.
Federal Grants – These are the third largest
“cash” funding sources for the agency. They
include reimbursable and direct grants.
Habitat Funds – These include terrestrial
and aquatic funds. They are supported
primarily from the sale of the stamps tied
to hunting and fishing activities, respectively.
Nebraska Outdoor Recreational
Development Act Fund – This is
restricted to the development,
operation and maintenance of
areas of the state park system.
The primary source of revenue is the
Nebraska Tobacco Products Tax. The portion
of the tax earmarked for NORDA is the
equivalent of one cent on a conventional
package of cigarettes. This fund is critical to
the development and maintenance of the
state park buildings and amenities
infrastructure.

Details of Major
Expenditure Sources
Parks, Engineering and
Construction Divisions
Includes administration
and operations of state
parks, recreation areas,
historical parks,
recreation trails, and
related Engineering and
Construction services.
Funding sources include:
Park Cash Fund,
$15,127,785.92 (63 percent);
General Fund,
$8,778,739.27 (36);
NORDA, $219,732.84 (1);
Direct Federal, $51,242.42
(less than 1); Cowboy
Trail Fund, $733.04 (less
than 1); Snowmobile
Trail Fund, $500
(less than 1).
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(total = $70.7 million)
Hunting Permits and Stamps
13.3 M (18%)

Grants (Federal and State
Reimbursements)
11.4 M (16%)

General Fund Appropriation
Expended
11.2 M (16%)

Camping and
Lodging Fees
8.3 M (12%)

Direct Federal Funds
6.7 M (10%)

Fishing
Permits and
Stamps
5 M (7%)

Donations .19 M (<1%)
Sale of Surplus Property .31 M (<1%)
Miscellaneous .41 M (1%)
Publication Related .42 M (1%)
Land Use Leases .49 M (1%)
Resale Items .57 M (1%)
Boat Registrations .96 M (1%)

2010 Revenue Sources

Tobacco Products Tax 1.3 M (2%)

Administration Division
Includes administrative activities associated
with the director’s office, Personnel, Realty
and Environmental Services, Budget and
Fiscal, Information Technology, district
offices, Federal Aid, board of commissioners,
and credit card processing, as well as
associated Engineering services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $2,744,309.06 (53 percent); Park Cash
Fund, $1,430,935.94 (28); General Fund,
$753,940.21 (15); Habitat Fund, $136,286.73
(3); Direct Federal, $46,957.39 (1); Aquatic
Habitat Fund, $60.00 (less than 1).

Information and Education Division
Includes administration and operations of
NEBRASKAland Magazine productions,
agency printing and mailing needs,
multi-media news releases and brochure
production, as well as boating administration,
boating law enforcement, boating education,
hunter education and range development

Investment Income 1.5 M (2%)

Law Enforcement Division
Includes fish, wildlife, park, boating and
criminal law enforcement activities, as well
as public educational programs associated
with hunter education and resource
utilization and general state emergency
response.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $3,690,127.86 (69 percent); General
Fund, $900,111.76 (17); Park Cash Fund,

$758,627.62 (14); Game Law Investigation
Fund, $10,000 (less than 1).

Food Services 2.3 M (3%)

Fisheries Division
Includes administration and operations of
fish hatcheries, Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium,
public and private waters fisheries resource
management, and associated Engineering

services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $5,629,280.43 (68 percent); Direct
Federal, $2,497,717.70 (30); General Fund,
$108,799.75 (1); Aquatic Habitat Fund,
$72,203.38 (1).

Concessions and Admissions 1.8 M (3%)

Wildlife Division
Includes administration and operations of
wildlife management areas, private lands
habitat work, game and nongame species
activities, and associated Engineering services.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $5,407,699.07 (39 percent); Habitat
Fund, $4,492,234.03 (32); Direct Federal,
$3,008,777.49 (22); General Fund,
$592,221.01 (4); Wildlife Conservation
Fund, $393,329.58 (3).

Park
Entry
Permits
4.5 M
(6%)

2010 Expenditure Sources
(total = $68.2 million)
Parks, Engineering and Construction
24.2 M (36%)
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Wildlife
13.9 M (20%)

Fisheries
8.3 M (12%)

Capital
7.6 M (11%)

Law Enforcement
5.4 M (8%)

Administration
5.1 M (8%)

Information
and
Education
3.7 M (5%)
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2010 Permits and Stamps Sold
Permit or Stamp

2009*

2010*

Resident fishing

118,271

105,623

-11

Resident hunting

34,189

30,513

-11

Resident hunting/fishing

36,991

34,252

-7

Resident hunting/fishing, veteran

3,090

3,739

21

Resident hunting/fishing, senior

5,863

7,094

21

Nonresident hunting/fishing

NA

482

NA

Resident 1-day fishing

12,889

12,585

-2

Nonresident 1-day fishing

17,087

16,823

-2

Nonresident 2-day hunting

1,587

1,886

19

Nonresident fishing

6,798

5,881

-13

Nonresident hunting

13,646

12,682

-7

Resident 3-day fishing

1,096

826

-25

Nonresident 3-day fishing

8,648

7,309

-15

Aquatic stamp

171,804

154,373

-10

Migratory waterfowl stamp

34,739

33,435

-4

Resident fur harvest

5,632

5,245

-7

Habitat stamp

134,082

130,422

-3

Annual park

140,317

137,481

-2

Daily park

244,912

243,570

-1

Duplicate park

55,451

61,971

12

Nonresident youth hunt

716

798

11

TOTAL

1,047,808

1,006,990

-4

Lifetime hunting, fishing, stamp

2,859

3,050

7

Total big game

180,765

194,872

8

Total paddlefish

1,875

1,879

TOTAL Lifetime, big game, paddlefish

185,499

199,801

TOTAL Permits, Stamps

1,233,307

1,206,791

* Quantity totals = data recorded as of Dec. 31 of calendar year.

12

Percent Change

NA = Not applicable

<1
8
-2

activities.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $3,177,175.57 (86 percent); Park
Cash Fund, $504,781.56 (14); Direct
Federal, $9,432.25 (less than 1); Habitat
Cash Fund, -$186.39 (less than 1).
Capital Construction
Includes capital construction activities on
state parks, state recreation areas, state
trails, state historical parks, wildlife
management areas, state fish hatcheries
and the acquisition of lands for WMA
or park purposes, as well as
some grant pass-

through for community trails and Land and
Water Conservation Fund program projects.
Funding sources include: Aquatic Habitat
Fund, $2,416,031.04 (31 percent); NORDA,
$1,509,233.37 (20); Park Cash Fund,
$1,410,161.96 (19); Direct Federal,
$1,100,302.98 (14); Game Cash Fund,
$803,427.70 (11); Habitat Fund,
$290,333.30 (4); Trail Development
Assistance, $50,500 (1); Cowboy Trail Fund
$26,694 (less than 1).

2010 Permits and Stamps Sold
Permit or Stamp

2009*

2010*

Resident fishing

118,271

105,623

-11

Resident hunting

34,189

30,513

-11

Resident hunting/fishing

36,991

34,252

-7

Resident hunting/fishing, veteran

3,090

3,739

21

Resident hunting/fishing, senior

5,863

7,094

21

Nonresident hunting/fishing

NA

482

NA

Resident 1-day fishing

12,889

12,585

-2

Nonresident 1-day fishing

17,087

16,823

-2

Nonresident 2-day hunting

1,587

1,886

19

Nonresident fishing

6,798

5,881

-13

Nonresident hunting

13,646

12,682

-7

Resident 3-day fishing

1,096

826

-25

Nonresident 3-day fishing

8,648

7,309

-15

Aquatic stamp

171,804

154,373

-10

Migratory waterfowl stamp

34,739

33,435

-4

Resident fur harvest

5,632

5,245

-7

Habitat stamp

134,082

130,422

-3

Annual park

140,317

137,481

-2

Daily park

244,912

243,570

-1

Duplicate park

55,451

61,971

12

Nonresident youth hunt

716

798

11

TOTAL

1,047,808

1,006,990

-4

Lifetime hunting, fishing, stamp

2,859

3,050

7

Total big game

180,765

194,872

8

Total paddlefish

1,875

1,879

TOTAL Lifetime, big game, paddlefish

185,499

199,801

TOTAL Permits, Stamps

1,233,307

1,206,791

* Quantity totals = data recorded as of Dec. 31 of calendar year.

12

Percent Change

NA = Not applicable

<1
8
-2

activities.
Funding sources include: Game Cash
Fund, $3,177,175.57 (86 percent); Park
Cash Fund, $504,781.56 (14); Direct
Federal, $9,432.25 (less than 1); Habitat
Cash Fund, -$186.39 (less than 1).
Capital Construction
Includes capital construction activities on
state parks, state recreation areas, state
trails, state historical parks, wildlife
management areas, state fish hatcheries
and the acquisition of lands for WMA
or park purposes, as well as
some grant pass-

through for community trails and Land and
Water Conservation Fund program projects.
Funding sources include: Aquatic Habitat
Fund, $2,416,031.04 (31 percent); NORDA,
$1,509,233.37 (20); Park Cash Fund,
$1,410,161.96 (19); Direct Federal,
$1,100,302.98 (14); Game Cash Fund,
$803,427.70 (11); Habitat Fund,
$290,333.30 (4); Trail Development
Assistance, $50,500 (1); Cowboy Trail Fund
$26,694 (less than 1).

Ponca State Park Mini-Lodges
Five mini-lodges were completed in 2010
and open for rental in September. The
remaining seven mini-lodges will be
completed and open to the public by the
spring of 2011. These are four-bedroom
units designed to complement the
Missouri National Recreational River
Resource and Education Center conference
room rental, creating a campus-type
atmosphere. Along with their lodge-like
look and feel, they include wireless
Internet, cable television, fireplace, patios
and are located near a hike/bike trail and
fishing pond.
Platte River State Park Outdoor
Heritage Park
Outdoor Education collaborated with the
Parks Division to develop the Platte River
State Park Outdoor Heritage Park. The new
facility, designed and built by Game and
Parks, will include a 50-yard rifle/pistol
range, 60-yard archery range and an indoor
air gun range. The complex will be used for
outdoor education and public shooting. A
grand opening event is planned for the
spring of 2011. Construction of the trap
range and 3-D archery course, as well as
lake enhancements for fishing programs,
will begin in 2011.
The complex plays a key role in Game
and Parks’ Recruitment, Development and
Retention (RDR) program, which was
designed to encourage participation in
outdoor pursuits and reverse declining
trends in hunting, fishing and outdoor
recreation participation. The complex,
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which will be home to large and small
events for youths and adults, will provide a
place for experienced and novice shooters
to develop or fine-tune outdoor skills.
Missouri River Outdoor Expo
The annual Missouri River Outdoor Expo
at Ponca State Park drew large crowds
September 17-19. The expo focuses on
introducing or reacquainting participants
with those services or programs sponsored
by Game and Parks and other outdoors
partners. Another objective is to foster the
heritage associated with hunting, fishing and
outdoor recreation traditions in Nebraska.
More than 635 students from 12 schools
participated on the expo’s opening day,
which was dedicated to youth and included
35 hands-on environmental and outdoor
education programs. An estimated 18,000
people participated on the two public days.
Game and Parks staff from all divisions, as
well as more than 900 volunteers,
contributed their time and talent. The event
also drew more than 50 vendors.
Lake McConaughy’s Level Rising
In 2010, the water level at Lake
McConaughy rose 30 feet in elevation to
its highest mark since 2000. Projections
called for the lake to start 2011 just
10 feet from full pool, then reach the full
elevation of 3,265 feet in the spring or early
summer based on high snow pack in the
mountains and mostly full reservoirs in
Wyoming.
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Building and Improving

Prairie Bowman 3-D Archery
Tournament
The Prairie Bowman 3-D Archery
Tournament at Branched Oak State
Recreation Area included 300 archers from
Nebraska, Texas, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri,
South Dakota and Oklahoma. Half of the
3-D targets were of American animals and
half were of African animals.
Cattle Drive Re-enactment
As part of Chadron’s 125th anniversary
celebration in the summer of 2010, Fort
Robinson State Park staff re-enacted the
historic longhorn cattle drive of 2000,
which started at the Fort Niobrara
Wildlife Refuge and finished at Fort
Robinson.
Project Wet Water Festival
Approximately 220 students and
16

29 instructors attended the annual Project
Wet Water festival at Two Rivers State
Recreation Area in September. Activities
included canoeing, fishing, archery, and fire
prevention.
Scout Quest Jubilee
Nearly 10,000 people attended the
Mid-America Scout Quest Jubilee at
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park in October
to celebrate scouting’s 100th year. Activities
included guns, scuba, black powder,
military displays and reenactors.
Entertainment included a comedian and
a band.
E.T. Mahoney State Park Cabin
Enhancement/Renovation Project
Work began in the winter on upgrading
and expanding some of the smaller twobedroom cabins at Eugene T. Mahoney

State Park. Work has begun on four cabins.
The covered decks of the cabins will be
incorporated into larger living rooms, and
the flooring, countertops, fireplaces,
windows and televisions will be updated.
Eight or nine cabins a year will be renovated.
Land Acquisition
In 2010, 362 acres were acquired to
increase public access for hunting, fishing
and recreational use. They were:
● 160 acres in Holt County gifted by the
Game and Parks Foundation, but managed
by the agency since 2005 as the O. John
Emerson Wildlife Management Area (WMA),
● 3-acre addition to Arnold Trupp WMA in
Morrill County,
● 40-acre addition to Kirkpatrick Basin
North WMA in York County,
● 159-acre addition to Wood Duck WMA
in Stanton County.

●

Cowboy Recreation and Nature Trail
The Engineering Division assessed
the damage caused by a June flood
of the Elkhorn River at an estimated
$5 million.

●

Eugene T. Mahoney State Park
The Operations and Construction
Division replaced the roof and sheeting
on a cabin and built theater sets for five
theatrical plays.

●

Fort Robinson State Park
Operations and Construction replaced
the roof on Adobe 8.

●

Fremont Lakes State Recreation Area
Replaced the main boat ramp at Victory
Lake, renovated the area office and
began renovation of a meeting facility.

●

Mormon Island State Recreation Area
Designed and built boat ramps with
ADA access and parking at the East and
West lakes.

●

Pawnee State Recreation Area
Built an addition to the area’s shop,
which is used to house Salt Valley
maintenance that had been located
on Apple Street in Lincoln.

●

Platte River State Park
The Walter Scott Lodge has new HVAC
furnaces, a fire suppression system and
hood ventilation in the kitchen. Patios
and retaining walls were replaced at
some cabins.

●

Ponca State Park
Built seven four-bedroom cabins, as
well as a water storage tank to provide
water for the cabins.

●

Red Willow State Recreation Area
Designed and built a boat ramp
extension.

●

Schramm Park State Recreation Area
Designed and completed a new roof
and gutters for the fish hatchery
museum.
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New Hunting Atlas
The 2010 Nebraska Public Access Atlas
was printed and ready for delivery in
late-August. The atlas has a new format,
much like the Sportsmen’s Atlas, which
allows each page to be at the same scale,
and much easier to read. Open Fields and
Waters, Conservation Reserve ProgramManagement Access Program and public
lands sites are listed in the atlas.
Record Deer, Elk, Antlerless Harvest
Nebraska deer hunters had a big year in
2010, setting records for both overall
(88,034) and antlerless (39,198) white-tailed
deer harvest.
Of the antlerless harvest, (which for the
first time exceeded the whitetail buck
harvest), 3,076 were harvested during the
October antlerless season that was first
offered in 2009, when 262 deer were killed
during a three-day hunt. The 2010 season
was expanded to 10 days over a larger
geographical area and indications are that
more than 80 percent of the harvest
occurred in the five easternmost deer
units, thus helping meet the agency’s
population reduction efforts.
A record 166 elk also were killed in
2010, as well as 793 antelope.

Super Tag Lottery
Leo Benes, the
2010 Super Tag Lottery
winner, filled the elk
portion of the multispecies tag in the
fall when he
18

harvested a bull at Fort Robinson State
Park. The Super Tag allows the holder
two years to bag one elk, one deer, one
antelope and two turkeys.
VPA - HIP
Game and Parks secured funding for
its public access programs when it
was awarded a Voluntary Public
Access - Habitat Incentives
Program grant. The total
amount awarded for the
first year of the grant was
$1,091,164. Of 26
national
applications,
Nebraska was
one of 17
competitively
awarded
funding.
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into 2011. No positive findings for any of
the listed prohibited pathogens were
found in 2010. Monitoring for aquatic
invasive species such as zebra mussels
and New Zealand mud snails were also
conducted during fish health inspections
at state and private hatcheries, with none
found.

Fish Stocking
In 2010, Game and Parks’ five fish
hatcheries produced and stocked
approximately 46.4 million fish (19 species)
into 270 public water bodies in Nebraska.
Included were 31.8 million walleye fry and
3.46 million walleye fingerlings; 165,851
largemouth bass; 263,855 (10-inch)
rainbow trout; 206,588 (10-inch) channel
catfish; and 2.1 million sauger fry.
Lakes at Louisville, Two Rivers and
Fremont Lakes state recreation areas were
20

stocked with 5,520 black bullheads.
Hybrid triploid crappies stocked into
Baright, Kea and East Gothenburg lakes
during 2006 and 2008 are showing good
hybrid vigor during the first few years of
growth – in 2010 these “Jumbo Grays”
grew to larger sizes than typically observed
for either white or black crappie in similar
types of water bodies.

Keeping Nebraska’s Fish Healthy
The Fish Production Section monitors wild
fish populations, private aquaculture
facilities and state fish hatcheries for
prohibited pathogens, including viral
hemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHSV) and
whirling disease. Thanks to a $50,000 grant
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
additional samples were collected
throughout the state for VHSV during the
fall. This is a second grant obtained through
USDA APHIS since 2008 and will continue

Aquatic Habitat Rehabilitations
Rehabilitation projects were completed at
Papio D4 and Hedgefield reservoirs and are
underway at Carter Lake and Iron Horse
Trail Reservoir. Preparation for upcoming
projects at Arnold Lake, Victoria Springs,
Cottonwood Lake, Conestoga and Harlan
reservoirs began in 2010, with reviews of
project proposals and agreements
established with property managers for
design and construction. Maintenance work
was completed at Willow Creek and Glen
Cunningham reservoirs, as well as Pibel
and Grove lakes.
The success of the Aquatic Habitat
Program and its public outreach was touted
by the development and presentation of a
“Fish and their Aquatic Habitats” module
for the Nebraska’s Master Naturalist Training
program and the presentation of an
“Anglers Rescuing Reservoirs” poster at the
Texas Toyota Bass Classic and the first
meeting of the National Reservoir Fisheries
Habitat Partnership.
Angler Access Improvements
Legislation passed in 2009 created the
Nebraska Angler Access Program by
authorizing a $2.50 cost increase in the
Aquatic Habitat Stamp. Revenues generated
were used in 2010 at Hedgefield Reservoir,
where jetties, hard points, shoreline trails
and surfacing were developed to enhance
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bank access next to deep water or fish
attractors. At Crescent and Whitney lakes,
funds were used to lease private property
and improve angler access.
Lake Renovations
The fish communities in Big Indian Lake
11A, Carter Lake, Hedgefield Reservoir,
Iron Horse Trail Lake, Kearney Archway
Pond No. 2, Mormon Island West Lake,
and Ta-Ha-Zouka Lake were renovated
with rotenone to eliminate undesirable
species and make way for stocking more
desirable fish. The Carter Lake project
was accomplished in cooperation with
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources
and Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality.
Boater Access Improvements
Boater access improvement projects
were completed at Big Indian Lake
(in cooperation with the Lower Big Blue
Natural Resources District), at Hedgefield
Lake Wildlife Management Area (WMA),
Miller Creek on Lewis and Clark State
Recreation Area (SRA), and Victory Lake
at Fremont SRA. Construction began at
Iron Horse Trail Lake and Mormon
Island SRA West and East lakes, and a
project design was completed at
Sunshine Bottoms Landing WMA on
the Missouri River. Breakwater structures
were repaired at Sherman and Sutherland
reservoirs.
New Reservoir Construction
Features to benefit fish
and provide boater and
angler access were
incorporated
into Lake
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Wanahoo, coordinated by the Lower Platte
North Natural Resources District (NRD);
and Leigh Dam, coordinated by the Lower
Elkhorn NRD. Designs were completed and
construction should begin in 2011 at
Pigeon/Jones Recreation Area near
Hubbard and WP-RB No. 5 near Papillion,
both coordinated by the Papio-Missouri
River NRD; and Duck Creek No. 12
Recreation Area near Peru, coordinated by
the Nemaha NRD.
Fishing Access to Private Waters
The second year of the Open Fields and
Waters program resulted in acquiring
public fishing access to 36 ponds and
lakes, amounting to approximately
400 acres of water, approximately 13 miles
of coldwater (trout) streams and rivers; and
17 miles of warmwater streams and rivers,
at a total cost of approximately $41,000 in
leases.
Agency Reorganizes Senior Staff
Game and Parks restructured its
senior staff as part of its
Administrative Study Plan,
moving from three
assistant directors
to one deputy
director.

Jim Douglas, former Wildlife Division
administrator, is the new deputy director;
Roger Kuhn, former assistant director
for parks, transferred to Parks Division
administrator; Sam Sidner, former assistant
director for marketing, transferred to
Information and Education Division
administrator; and Kirk Nelson, former
assistant director for fish and wildlife,
transferred to the western regional manager
in the Parks Division.
The adminstrative study plan focuses on merging functions where
feasible, reducing
administration at the
divisional levels,
developing

a cooperative approach to fisheries, wildlife,
law enforcement, parks management, and
information and education administration,
and planning to implement all conservation
programs in an effective, efficient and
professional manner.
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Wetlands Reserve Program
Fiscal year 2010 was a record year for the
number of Wetlands Reserve Program
(WRP) agreements signed and dollars spent
in Nebraska. WRP is
a federal program
that offers
private

landowners
the option
of a
conservation
easement or
cost-share
to protect
and
restore
their
wetlands.
Eightyfour
agreements
were signed in
fiscal year 2010,
and 12,670
acres were
enrolled.
A record
$23 million was
authorized to be
spent on WRP in
Nebraska in
FY2010. Most
of this
funding
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was secured by the Nebraska office of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service
from states that were unable to spend their
full allocation.
● Coordinating wildlife biologists often
collaborate and use partner programs and
resources to conserve habitat. In northeast
Nebraska, the WRP has been particularly
popular in the Verdigre-Bazile, Lower
Niobrara and Missouri River biologically
unique landscapes. Approximately 9,000
acres within this area are protected under
conservation easements or are in various
stages of the easement process. Funding
spent on WRP in this area has far exceeded
$8 million.
This program has helped provide
landowners with the tools to protect,
restore and enhance wetlands as well as, in
many cases, the adjacent upland prairies
and woodlands.
● Wetland restoration/enhancement
projects were completed on Smartweed
Marsh and Smartweed Marsh West wildlife
management areas (WMA) in Nuckolls
County, Marsh Duck WMA in York County
and Flatsedge WMA in Polk County.
Spring Flood Impact
Flooding in June affected most of
Nebraska, but especially in the eastern part
of the state. Flooding on the Elkhorn, Platte
and Missouri rivers and their tributaries had
a destructive effect on several wildlife
resources.
● Wildlife Management Areas – Redwing
WMA in Antelope County is situated on the
Elkhorn River floodplain. Roads,
fences, buildings and other

facilities there were damaged during
summer flooding.
● Tern and Plovers – Flooding on
Nebraska’s rivers resulted in negative and
positive consequences for two imperiled
bird species: The least tern, an endangered
species, and the piping plover, a threatened
species, both nest on bare, midstream
sandbars on the Platte and Loup rivers.
Flooding washed away chicks and nests,
but it also regenerated and recreated the
habitat that these species require and will
use for several years. Without occasional
high flows, the birds’ habitat will become
overgrown and disappear.
Upland Game Birds – Species that nest
on the ground, such as quail, prairie grouse
and pheasant, are most susceptible to
flooding during the breeding season. Nests
along road ditches, in low-lying areas and
in fields abutting waterways are most at
risk of loss to flooding. Flooding and the

rain causing it also can result in the loss
of chicks, especially during the peak of
hatching in early summer. Because they
cannot regulate their body temperature
effectively, young chicks can become chilled
if they become wet and perish as a result.
CRP Sign-up
Nebraska fared well in the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) sign-up that was
held in August 2010. Nebraska had more
than a 95-percent acceptance rate of the
offers landowners made into the general
CRP. That amounted to 1,919 CRP contracts
on 189,515 acres that were accepted by
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA). The Habitat Partners
Section district managers and biologists,
Farm Bill wildlife biologists, and Pheasants
Forever successfully worked with FSA and
Natural Resources Conservation Service
staff to help bring this about.
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Forest Management
A 450-acre, pine forest management
private land project is nearing completion
in the Pine Ridge Biologically Unique
Landscape. This project is a partnership
between landowner Dan Kreitman, Game
and Parks, the Rocky Mountain Bird
Observatory and the Nebraska Forest
Service. It is the largest pine forest
management project in which the District I
Habitat Partners Section has ever been
involved. Goals include the improvement of
forest health and increased plant species
diversity, increased benefits for wildlife and
providing a centrally located firebreak for
wildfire control in the Pine Ridge.
Tree Work Addresses Legacy Plan
Grant work that addresses the Nebraska
Natural Legacy Plan for improving habitat
quality on public lands has been occurring
within the Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills
biologically unique landscapes. Primary
objectives are to promote timber stand
management through varied treatments to
reduce fire fuels, promote native species
diversity, create fire lines for prescribed fire
projects and improve grazing opportunities
through the removal of cedar and pine tree
encroachments.
Assessing Fish Populations, Angling
Success
Fisheries Division management staff
sampled fish populations in more than
100 lakes, reservoirs, rivers and streams in
2010. The information is used to evaluate
management strategies and is shared with
anglers to help them plan fishing trips.
Angler creel surveys were conducted by
the University of Nebraska Cooperative Fish
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and Wildlife Research Unit (using federal
Sport Fish Restoration Funds) on 33 lakes
and reservoirs. These surveys measure
fishing pressure, catch rates, harvest, angler
choices on fishing locations and are used to
evaluate management practices,
including the effectiveness of fishing
regulations and aquatic habitat
rehabilitation projects.

Private Waters Assistance
Fisheries management personnel,
primarily the private waters program
specialist, responded to 571 requests for
assistance from owners of private waters
in 2010, including 392 telephone calls,
63 on-site visits, 26 walk-ins, 24 emails,
22 Open Fields and Waters contacts, and
one letter. Fish populations were sampled
and assessed in 43 private lakes, ponds, and
sandpits. Private Waterbody Management

authorizations were issued for five fish
community renovations, 18 selective fish
removals, and to 14 consultants,
sandpit/lake association representatives
and private owners for fish sampling.
There were 56 ponds considered for
stocking by Game and Parks, with 30
approved. These ponds amounted to
703 acres and received 16,573 largemouth
bass, 48,525 bluegill, 40,000 yellow perch
and 3,700 rainbow trout.
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To date, there have been 2,562 requests
for the Nebraska Pond Management
handbook. Thirteen topics contained in the
book are available individually, online and
as hard copy, for people who do not need
the entire publication.
Invasive Species Program
The Fisheries and Wildlife divisions
funded a grant with the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln Cooperative Fish

and Wildlife Research Unit to support the
Invasive Species Program. This five-year
grant funds an invasive species program
coordinator, who is charged with
developing statewide invasive species
monitoring, risk assessment and control of
both aquatic and terrestrial invasive species.
Panhandle Cases Finalized
The Law Enforcement Division finalized
14 state cases and five federal cases
involving a two-year investigation in the
Panhandle surrounding the illegal purchase
of permits by individuals who had
their hunting and fishing
privileges revoked. The state
cases resulted in
47 charges

and the defendants paid $13,975 in fines,
$12,650 in liquidated damages and $216
in court costs. The federal cases resulted
in $20,000 being paid to the Game Law
Investigative Cash Fund, along with $2,625
in fines.
Paddlefish Snagging Detail
District III conservation officers were kept
busy in October with paddlefish snagging
season. Special enforcement/covert
operations are conducted in the Gavins
Point Dam area each fall to address
complaints and monitor illegal snagging
activities. Officers contacted more than
800 anglers, checked 525 paddlefish and
wrote 21 citations and 25 warnings for
various snagging violations.
Officers Busy During Deer Season
Conservation officers in District I
contacted 1,452 hunters and responded to
177 complaints during the
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November firearm deer season. They issued
99 court citations and 54 warnings and
inspected 684 deer. As a result of
investigations, they seized 35 deer, a
mountain lion, a deer permit, three
raccoons and two porcupines. An officer
investigated a complaint of several deer
shot and left to rot in Cherry and Keya Paha
counties. An investigation led the officer to
identify two individuals, who faced charges
of killing eight deer, as well as the raccoons
and porcupines.
$5 Youth Permits
The agency undertook advertising and
public information campaigns in the spring
and fall to increase awareness of the new
$5 youth big game and turkey permits. The
low-fee permits were created to attract
more young hunters to deer and turkey
hunting.
Fishing Enforcement in District V
Enforcement of fishing regulations in the
Omaha and Lincoln areas is an ongoing
challenge. Among the more than 16,000
fishing contacts made in District V in
2010 were many complaints on
undersized fish harvested. Many
cases of short fish and
over-bag were made,
along with permit
enforcement
efforts.
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Hunter Education
There were 7,591 students certified in
hunter education (6,201 firearm and 1,390
bowhunter) in 2010. There were 55 field
days offered for the certification of 318
students who used the independent study
option. Staff trained 104 firearm apprentice
instructors, 65 of which became certified,
and 39 bow hunter apprentice instructors,
of which 21 became certified. There were

479 events in which students were certified
by 1,311 volunteer instructors.
Hunter Education funded, and staff
assisted with, the Cornhusker Trapshoot,
Nebraska High School Small Bore Metallic
Silhouette Championship, Nebraska High
School Bowhunter 3D Shoot, youth skills
camps, youth mentored hunts, speciesspecific hunting workshops and

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman programs.
Staff and volunteer instructors also
participated in many outdoor expos.
Boater Education
There were 112 boating safety classes
certifying 1,371 participants across the
state. Twenty-seven boating accidents were
reported – down from 35 in 2009 – with
six fatalities.
National Archery in the
Schools Program
In its fourth year in Nebraska,
the National Archery in the
Schools Program (NASP)
reaches an estimated
20,000 students
annually through its
two-week archery
curriculum. NASP is
taught by approximately
150 schools, as well
as community
recreation centers
and archery clubs.
The state youth
archery tournament,
held in the spring
and developed
around NASP, has
grown to include
315 archers.
Youth Outdoor Skills
Camps
Game and Parks, in
partnership with Nebraska
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4-H and private camps, maintained three
youth outdoor skills camps in 2010,
providing a weeklong education in hunting,
fishing and shooting sports for nearly
250 children. Game and Parks staff and
volunteers offered hunting, fishing, shotgun,
rifle, muzzleloader, archery, camping,
canoeing, and wildlife-related hands-on
programs.
Youth Shooting Camp
The Outdoor Education Team added the
Youth Shooting Camp in partnership with
Nebraska 4-H near Alma. The camp was
open to 45 students and allowed them a
more in-depth hunting and shooting sports
experience by allotting more time to
various disciplines, including rifle, shotgun
archery and muzzleloaders.
Becoming an Outdoors-Woman Program
While Game and Parks continued support
of the Becoming an Outdoors-Woman
(BOW) program, recruiting and/or retaining
120 women in various outdoor pursuits,
the Beyond BOW program provided eight
programs to 62 women in 2010. Several
new programs were added to serve as the
next step for BOW participants, including
mentored deer hunts, turkey hunts,
shooting programs and boating and fishing
workshops.
Outdoor Discovery Program
The agency provided three scholastic
outdoor expos, placed strategically in
western, central and eastern Nebraska,
reaching nearly 4,500 youth, teachers and
parents through their schools. They also
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curriculum and equipment for teachers and
volunteers to teach youth about hunting,
fishing, boating and general outdoor skills,
was solidified in two counties. It will
become statewide in 2011.
Outdoor University
A coordinator was hired, in partnership
with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, to
help direct the new Outdoor University
program. It has provided several how-to
hunting videos and has solidified a structure
for accomplishment in outdoor skills for the
public to begin using in 2011.

This group of ????????? participated in the ?????????????????? program near ?????????????

reached more than 8,500 public attendees
who were allowed to participate in a variety
of outdoor activities in a fun and inviting
atmosphere.
Lincoln Shooting Sports Park and
Education Center
The master plan for the new Lincoln
Shooting Sports Park and Education Center
at Boosalis Park is a partnership with the
City of Lincoln Parks and Recreation
Department that aims to provide shooting
sports recreation. Next steps include
construction plans and the start of
construction. The facility will include an
indoor archery range, indoor firearms range,
classrooms, offices for the hunter and
boater education programs, as well as a
banquet and meeting facility for Game and
Parks partners.
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Conservation Leaders for Tomorrow
Nebraska supports two workshops annually
to help college students in the fish and
wildlife major, who have never hunted, to
understand better the North American
Conservation Model, outdoor skills and
hunting. The program works in partnership
with many state fish and wildlife agencies,
universities and the Wildlife Management
Institute.
Hunting and Fishing Family Camps
One camp each was held at Ponca State
Park and Camp Kateri near York. The camps
attracted approximately 55 participants and
introduced families to hunting, fishing,
boating, shooting sports and general
outdoor activities.
After-School Outdoor Skills Program
The new After-School Outdoor Skills
Program, which provides outdoor

STEP OUTSIDE for Staff
STEP OUTSIDE for Staff is a new effort to
help garner more hunting, shooting and
angling participation by agency staff.
Workshops were held for turkey hunting,
deer hunting, firearms cleaning, walleye
fishing and crappie fishing.
Youth Mentored Marketing Campaign
A grant from the National Shooting Sports
Foundation (NSSF) allowed Game and
Parks to run a statewide marketing campaign
to get adults to take their children hunting.
A new web page was developed that helps
mentors better understand the permitting
and education requirement for youth. Two
free upland game hunts were donated by
NSSF in an effort to obtain registration info
from web page viewers.
New Website Unveiled
The agency unveiled its newly designed
website, located at OutdoorNebraska.org, in
May. Interactive map tools, new fonts and
updated graphics and layouts help users
access information more quickly and easily.
The simple, clean site design helps meet

the needs of the public by providing
improved navigation, better organization of
content, interactive opportunities and
current website technology.
Project WILD
Forty-five workshops were presented in
2010, reaching 967 educators. Workshops
included Project WILD, Aquatic WILD,
Growing Up WILD, and Flying WILD. Project
WILD staff presented at area festivals, expos
and classroom or group presentations.
Project WILD staff reached 16,314 children
and adults across Nebraska.
Project BEAK
Four educator workshops were held as
part of the Project BEAK (Bird Education
and Awareness for Kids) grant. The
workshops provided educators with the
knowledge, skills and resources needed to
incorporate bird education into their
curriculums. Also, the Nebraska Bird Library
went live. This online, searchable library has
species accounts for all Nebraska birds. The
Project BEAK and Nebraska Bird Library
websites have had 4,500 and 1,000 visitors,
respectively.
Watchable Wildlife Conference
The annual Watchable Wildlife Conference,
held Oct. 5-7 in Kearney, showcased
Nebraska’s scenery and wildlife to dozens
of natural resource managers and educators
from across the nation. This international
conference, co-sponsored by Game and
Parks, featured presentations on many
wildlife viewing, education and user
management topics. Staff helped in the
planning and execution of the meeting, as
well as leading field trips and making
presentations.
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Spring Turkey Podcast
Game and Parks, in collaboration with the
National Shooting Sports Foundation,
created a four-part podcast about spring
turkey hunting. The podcast, available on
YouTube, covered the basic biology of the
turkey, equipment needs, calling and
hunting techniques.
Aquatic Education
There were 251 fishing clinics held in
2010, attended by 15,606 youths and
taught by 1,662 volunteers, who
contributed 8,919 hours. Additional
volunteers were trained to teach fishing
clinics at 10 youth fishing instructor
certification workshops around the state.
Social Media
Game and Parks made a bigger impact in
social media, expanding its presence on
Facebook and YouTube and in use of blogs.
The Information and Education Division
also began developing online content for
NEBRASKAland Magazine.
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium
There were 224 organized groups visiting
the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium in 2010,
including 9,322 children and 2,178 adults.
Total visitation was about 30,000. The
aquarium sponsored 152 off-site
educational events in which 15,261
children and 9,962 adults participated.
Public workshops were held on wiper
fishing, reloading, snakes, bluebirds, bird
banding, fly-tying, deer processing, hunter
education, live animal demonstrations and
muzzleloader hunting. The annual
Waterworks festival was attended by
1,600 fifth-graders, and the aquarium
hosted monthly meetings of the
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Cornhusker Fly Fishers, Schramm Park
Photo Club, and the Central Flyway Decoy
Collectors and Carvers Club. Staff hosted or
co-hosted conferences and assisted with
events outside the aquarium. The aquarium
sold 5,378 permits, including 1,767 big
game permits, and it served as a deer
check station in November, checking
755 deer.
Fisheries Outreach
More than 2,000 requests from the
public for information on fish, fisheries
management and fishing were received in
2010. There were 15 workshops and
seminars presented and 12 radio interviews
provided. There were several radio segments
for Outdoor Nebraska radio program
recorded weekly. Information was provided
to dozens of newspapers and magazines,
including four Nebraska trip tips in InFisherman magazine.
An ice-fishing segment was filmed and is
posted on Game and Parks’ YouTube
channel. Daryl Bauer’s “Barbs and
Backlashes” blog, started in 2009 on the
agency website, saw 182 blog posts
created in 2010 and received up to
10,000 views per month. Comments
were solicited from anglers on proposed
regulation changes for 2011, with
84 anglers and angling groups providing
input.
Officer-Mentored Youth Hunts
Conservation officers participated in
numerous mentored youth hunts across the
state in 2010, including 49 in District IV.
These included hunts for pheasant, turkey,
dove, furbearers, and deer. One District IV
event was a nighttime raccoon hunt with
dogs – an officer took small groups of

hunters out and showed them a type of
hunting that most youths do not get a
chance to experience.
Law Enforcement’s Role in RDR
Conservation officers continued their
role as educators in the Recruitment,
Development and Retention (RDR) efforts
within the agency. RDR was a high priority
in the Law Enforcement Division, with
several hundred programs attended by
officers. The emphasis was on outdoor
pursuits, family involvement and youth.
Officers played key roles in activities such
as Family Fishing Nights, expos, skills
camps, trade shows, outdoor education
conferences, health fairs, Cornhusker

Trapshoot, job shadowing and career day
events.
Officers Train Other Officers
Agency conservation officers provided
training to other entities in areas such as
firearms and all-terrain vehicle safety.
Nearly all credentialed law enforcement
officers who go through the Nebraska Law
Enforcement Training Center in Grand
Island are exposed to a section of Game
Law.
Also, officers took part in Junior Cadet
Law Week at the center, where they gave
wildlife law programs to young men and
women interested in becoming law
enforcement officers.
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Mentored Youth Hunting Programs
Partnerships through Pheasants Forever,
National Wild Turkey Federation, Nebraska
Bowhunters Association, Whitetails
Unlimited and others resulted in more than
1,200 youths participating in mentored
hunts last year. The mentored youth archery
program allows youths to have an entire
season and 25-40 outings. The Pheasants
Forever youth mentoring program includes
lessons about game care, game cleaning,
shooting, landowner relations and hunting.
Great Park Pursuit
Game and Parks and its partners –
Nebraska Recreation and Park Association,
Outdoor Recreation Products and Nebraska
Health and Human Services – completed
the third year of the Great Park Pursuit. The
goal is to encourage a healthier lifestyle for
participants while increasing awareness of
Nebraska’s nature-rich outdoor recreation
opportunities. The Pursuit encouraged visits
to 15 different park sites throughout
Nebraska, where participants followed
clues to collect nature-based impressions
from posts hidden at each area. Participants
were entered in prize drawings depending
on the number of park sites they visited.
There were 2,314 participants from 153
communities in six states making up the
582 teams involved in the program.
A Walk in the Park
Game and Parks partnered with the
Nebraska Health and Human Services’
Every Woman Matters Program, which
provides health services to women
between the ages of 40 and 64 who meet
income eligibility guidelines. This Walk in
the Park partnership encourages women to
use their local and state parks for healthy
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outdoor recreation activities. The program
distributed 325 state park entry permits
and created a state park promotional
brochure to highlight close-to-home
opportunities.
Antlerless Deer Hunter Program
The Information Technology Division
worked with the Office of the Chief
Information Officer and the Wildlife Division
to develop the web page for the Antlerless
Deer Hunter Program. It allows hunters to
register online and landowners to scan the
database for hunters in their area.
Bike Month Nebraska
Game and Parks partnered with Nebraska
Health and Human Services and many bike
advocacy groups for the second year to
celebrate Bike Month, which is held every
May. A governor’s proclamation was signed
in May. A bike safety brochure, funded
through the Federal Highway
Administration, was created. Approximately
4,000 brochures were distributed
throughout Nebraska.
GIS Trails Database Created
The staff of the Parks-Planning and
Programming, Engineering and Information
Technology divisions created a state-of-theart GIS Trails Database. It includes an
interactive mapping system for trails within
Nebraska’s state parks, recreation areas and
historical parks. In 2010, 70.62 miles within
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park (SP), Platte
River SP, Branched Oak State Recreation
Area (SRA), and Willow Creek SRA were
showcased on the interactive map.
The Federal Highway Administration
provided the funding for high-end
equipment for the project, software, server
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space to store the data and sent Game and
Parks staff to trainings. The maps include
the amenities of the trail, the type and
length of trail, the surface of the trail, the
users of the trail and even photographs of
what people will see along the trail.
Farm Bill Wildlife Biologists
Game and Parks hired four
Farm Bill wildlife biologists
for McCook, North
Platte, Broken Bow
and Schuyler in
a new
partnership
with
Pheasants
Forever

(PF), that provides matching funds for a
wildlife restoration with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The biologists provide
technical assistance to landowners, with a
focus on delivery of U.S. Department of
Agriculture conservation programs by
working out of local Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) offices. District
managers and biologists in Game and
Parks’ Habitat Partners Section share
supervision with PF and NRCS, and provide
biological training and technical guidance.
Cisler Acquisition
Wood Duck Wildlife Management Area in
Stanton County now totals more than
1,780 acres with the Cisler addition. The
habitats on the Cisler tract tie the original
Wood Duck WMA with the natural diversity
of the Spring Lake addition. This area is one
of the largest wetland complexes between
the Platte River and Missouri River in
eastern Nebraska. Public use of this
property would not have been possible
without the Nebraska Environmental Trust,
Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever,
Wetland Reserve Program, National Wild
Turkey Federation, Todd Valley Wetland
Foundation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Boy Scouts and Izaak Walton
League.
Southwest Focus on Pheasants
The Southwest Focus on Pheasants effort
expanded in many directions in 2010,
including habitat incentives, research and
monitoring. Game and Parks staff, a
Pheasants
Forevershared Farm Bill
biologist, and
Natural Resources
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Conservation Service (NRCS) staff have
been working with landowners throughout
the focus area, which includes portions of
Hitchcock, Hayes and Red Willow counties.
Game and Parks had 33 contracts with
landowners on 5,351 acres. Some of the
tools being used to enhance habitat for
pheasants include leaving weedy wheat
and milo stubble, grazing deferments,
prescribed fire and Conservation Reserve
Program signing bonuses.
Nebraska Natural Legacy Project
The Nebraska Natural Legacy Project is
undergoing a revision. The Project is
designed to guide conservation actions
within the state to keep common species
common and prevent future threatened
and endangered species listings. The
revision process included a series of public
input meetings, conservation practitioner
workshops, taxonomic workshops and
science team meetings. The revision will
include revised Tier 1 and Tier 2 species
lists, updated language regarding grazing
strategies, revised threats and conservation
actions and revised Biologically Unique
Landscape boundaries. The revised draft
will be available in spring 2011.
Habitat Share
This partnership allowed Game and Parks
to take care of a backlog of early successional
management needs on public areas while
allowing Pheasants Forever an opportunity
to expand Reload Nebraska onto public
acres. This is funded with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Pittman-Robertson federal
aid dollars. Habitat Share and Reload
Nebraska affected nearly 2,000 acres on
24 wildlife management areas in central
and south-central Nebraska.

Lieutenant Governor’s Charity
Pheasant Hunt
The inaugural Lieutenant Governor’s
Charity Pheasant Hunt raised more than
$17,000 for Outdoor Family Event
partnership trailers. The event, which will
select a new theme each year, was held at
Hunt Nebraska, Inc. near Arapahoe. The
money raised was just short of what was
needed to purchase two new units; Game
and Parks will make up the difference. The
Wildlife Division worked with Pheasants
Forever to build the two additional units.
Saline Wetland Partnership Acquisition
Pheasants Forever received a Section 6
grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to purchase 132 acres of saline wetlands
in Lancaster County. It was made possible
by the Saline Wetland Partnership. The
land will be managed in collaboration
with Game and Parks to conserve the
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Officers Called on for
Assistance
Conservation officers often are called upon
to assist other law enforcement agencies
with emergencies. Among the examples in
2010 were officers who:
●

Responded to a hostage situation at a
Kearney bank, assisting police, state
troopers and sheriff’s deputies.

●

Helped the Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) in
a high-speed pursuit of drug traffickers in
Box Butte County.

●

Assisted Valentine police with security at
the scene of a homicide.

●

Helped police work a domestic dispute in
Valentine that turned into an armed
stand-off.

●

Assisted with the search for a Colorado
homicide suspect who sought refuge in a
cabin at Lake McConaughy.

●

Worked with the NSP on aerial details to
try to observe spotlighting in northeast
Nebraska.

●

Aided fire departments and law
enforcement agencies in evacuating
victims of floods last June.

endangered Salt Creek tiger beetle and
provide limited access hunting.
Missouri River Partnerships
Agency employees participate with
several groups concerning Missouri River
management, research and politics.
The Missouri River Recovery Program,
administered by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers through the mitigation program,
purchases high-risk, flood-prone land from
willing sellers in the floodplain for fish
and wildlife habitat and public access;
constructs habitat for native and
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endangered species; implements a spring
pulse from Gavins Point Dam to benefit
riverine fish and wildlife species; supports
fish hatcheries that spawn and raise
pallid sturgeon; and funds research and
monitoring activities.
The Missouri River Ecosystem Recovery
Plan (MRERP) develops and implements
a comprehensive and integrated
landscape-scale ecosystem plan to guide
implementation of mitigation, recovery and
restoration activities on the Missouri River.
The Missouri River Recovery
Implementation Committee is a citizen

advisory group that interacts with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on matters
pertaining to the MRERP. States, tribes,
stakeholders, and federal agencies with
responsibilities that affect the river are
represented.
The Missouri River Association of States
and Tribes was formed by the Missouri
River Basin governors (except Missouri) and
the Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights
Coalition to promote the river as a valuable
national and regional resource of biological,
economic and cultural significance. This
group has recommended changes to the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding
their Annual Operating Plan, including
mainstem water releases, and has
promoted an official review of authorized
purposes.
Partnerships with FUTURES and the Izaak
Walton League are benefitting fish and
wildlife habitat on the Missouri River by
making landowners and community leaders
aware of local, state, and federal funding
programs. Both groups also sponsor bank
cleanup efforts.
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Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan
The 2011-2015 Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP): A Guide
to an Active Nebraska was completed in
2010. The plan assesses the supply and
demand of outdoor recreational facilities in
the state. It gives Nebraska the direction
and priorities needed for strong
outdoor recreation
programs for public
and private
entities and
provides
solutions to
issues in
Nebraska
regarding
recreation.
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A large
component of
the plan is a
guide for locally
planning parks
and amenities. It
includes

sample community surveys, examples of
maintenance plans, tips from recreation
experts, resources to find help on all
aspects of outdoor recreation and funding
opportunities on the local level. The plan is
a requirement of the National Park Service
to qualify for Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) grant funds for communities
within the state.
Pallid Sturgeon Broodstock Collection
In April, staff and 109 volunteers ran
trotlines over a 54-mile stretch of the
Missouri River, from its confluence with the
Platte to below Hamburg, Iowa. Of the
167 pallid sturgeon captured, 37 were in
reproductive condition. These fish were sent
to hatcheries in South Dakota and Missouri.
Rural Mail Carriers Survey
In July, rural mail carriers observed
species while traveling
185,019 miles along

rural roadways in 87 of Nebraska’s
93 counties. The results of the brutal winter
conditions experienced in many parts of
the state were apparent in the abundance
indices of many species. The statewide
pheasant index was four percent lower
compared to 2009, and the statewide
bobwhite index was 36 percent lower.
Although grouse experienced declines in
the Central, Sandhills and Southeast
regions compared to 2009, indices were
higher in the Northeast, Panhandle, and
Southwest regions. Cottontail and turkey
indices were higher statewide and in most
regions in 2010.
American Burying Beetle Surveys
The American burying beetle is a federally
endangered carrion beetle found in parts
of central and southwest Nebraska. The
2010 carrion beetle monitoring effort in
the Loess Canyons Biologically Unique
Landscape resulted in record 281 American
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The American burying beetle is a federally
endangered carrion beetle found in parts
of central and southwest Nebraska. The
2010 carrion beetle monitoring effort in
the Loess Canyons Biologically Unique
Landscape resulted in record 281 American

burying beetles trapped. It appears that the
species is not being harmed by cedar
removal, prescribed fire and grazing
management activities within the BUL.
Deer Disease Surveillance
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) – There
was 3,660 deer tested for chronic wasting
disease, with 52 testing positive. The
counties with the most positives were
Sioux (12), Sheridan (seven) and Dawes
and Garden (six each).
Bovine Tuberculosis (TB) – There were
487 deer heads collected in the Missouri
Unit during the firearm season. Three sets
of lymph nodes were removed from each
head and grossly examined. Twelve of
these lymph nodes with suspicious lesions
were examined histologically. All were
negative. There were 1,098 lymph nodes
collected in the Calamus East, Calamus
West, Elkhorn and Keya Paha management
units that were examined grossly. Fourteen
of these lymph nodes with suspicious
lesions were examined histologically. All
were negative.
Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance
Staff participated in the Lower Platte River
Corridor Alliance, an umbrella organization
of state and local agencies that fosters
development and implementation of locally
drawn strategies, actions and practices to
protect and restore the vitality of the lower
Platte River’s resources. Other projects
associated with the lower Platte River
include the Cumulative Impacts Study of
the Lower Platte River and the River
Obstruction Removal Project.
Focusing on the Future
In 2010, staff members continued updat-
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ing the Focusing on the Future document, a
long-range agency plan. Focusing on the
Future has served as a management blueprint for Game and Parks activities since
1996. Detailed tactics will be added to the
strategies outlined in the newest version of
the document, making the plan operational
and serving as a great planning tool.
Environmental Project Reviews
Environmental Services staff continued
reviewing various projects and evaluating
their effects on fish and wildlife resources.
Among the projects reviewed in 2010 were
the proposed Keystone XL crude oil
pipeline, several proposals for new
wetland mitigation banks as a party to
the Interagency Review Team, and many
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposals for
emergent sandbar habitat projects and
shallow water habitat projects on the
Missouri River.
Niobrara River Instream Flows
Staff was directed in 2006 to prepare
instream flow recommendations for
Niobrara River recreation (canoeing,
kayaking and tubing), fish, and wildlife.
With recreation research completed,
Fisheries Division staff began evaluating
study findings to develop recommendations
for flows needed to provide quality floating
in the primary recreation reaches of the
Niobrara River near Valentine.
Other studies completed by 2010 include
a hydrological analysis of the Niobrara
River, a hydrogeomorphic analysis of river
segments and hydraulic microhabitats of
the Niobrara River, an evaluation of
streamflow gains and losses in the Niobrara
River basin, and an economic valuation
analysis of agricultural, municipal and

industrial water use in the Niobrara Basin.
Ongoing research involves determining
the relationships between Niobrara River
flows and habitat needs by fish and wildlife
using the MESOHabsim approach. In 2010,
the agency participated in a public outreach
project with Friends of the Niobrara and
completed a video of Niobrara Valley
resources and issues entitled, “Niobrara –
Jewel of the North.”
Pine Ridge Mountain Lion Survey
Two trained scat-detection dogs and their
handlers helped District 1 Wildlife, Law
Enforcement and U.S. Forest Service
personnel collect mountain lion scat in the
Pine Ridge. Genetic analysis of the scat
samples will allow Game and Parks to
identify a minimum number of individual
mountain lions that are using this area and
their gender. The two teams each searched
an average of 4.7 miles per day and
covered more than 140 total miles of
mountain lion habitat during the 15-day
survey. Sixty of the 134 samples collected
have been confirmed as mountain lion scat
that contain quality DNA. In the coming
months these samples will be further
analyzed to identify the gender and number
of unique individuals that deposited the
samples.
Bat Research
A research project was conducted in
western Nebraska last summer and
autumn with money from The Wildlife
Conservation Fund to examine basic
questions about bats in the region. The
goals were to examine which species occur
in the different habitats of the Panhandle
and when do migratory species move
through in autumn. Of the 13 species of

bats that occur within the state, eight
species were documented across the
Panhandle. The big success of the project
was documenting migratory waves of
bats moving through the area as early as
late-July and early August. One evening in
early August, 50 migratory bats were
captured.
Plains Topminnow Recovery
and Research
The plains topminnow is absent in nearly
75 percent of its historic locations in
Nebraska. Decreases in backwater habitat
and competition with the non-native
western mosquitofish are suspected factors.
Game and Parks began producing plains
topminnow at its Rock Creek Hatchery and
at a pond on the Sacramento-Wilcox
Wildlife Management Area. In 2010, fish
were stocked into streams where they once
existed at 1,000 and 2,500 fish per acre.
Spring and fall stocking success will be
evaluated through 2012.
UNL Fisheries Research
Work continues with the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln on projects to assess the
status of shovelnose and pallid sturgeon, as
well as channel catfish, in the Lower Platte
River. Results of these projects help staff
develop management strategies to
maintain these important game species and
the endangered pallid sturgeon.
UNK Fisheries Research
Cooperative studies are being conducted
with the University of Nebraska-Kearney to
assess the limnology of Harlan County
Reservoir and the population dynamics and
biotic interactions of yellow perch in
Interstate 80 lakes.
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Two trained scat-detection dogs and their
handlers helped District 1 Wildlife, Law
Enforcement and U.S. Forest Service
personnel collect mountain lion scat in the
Pine Ridge. Genetic analysis of the scat
samples will allow Game and Parks to
identify a minimum number of individual
mountain lions that are using this area and
their gender. The two teams each searched
an average of 4.7 miles per day and
covered more than 140 total miles of
mountain lion habitat during the 15-day
survey. Sixty of the 134 samples collected
have been confirmed as mountain lion scat
that contain quality DNA. In the coming
months these samples will be further
analyzed to identify the gender and number
of unique individuals that deposited the
samples.
Bat Research
A research project was conducted in
western Nebraska last summer and
autumn with money from The Wildlife
Conservation Fund to examine basic
questions about bats in the region. The
goals were to examine which species occur
in the different habitats of the Panhandle
and when do migratory species move
through in autumn. Of the 13 species of

bats that occur within the state, eight
species were documented across the
Panhandle. The big success of the project
was documenting migratory waves of
bats moving through the area as early as
late-July and early August. One evening in
early August, 50 migratory bats were
captured.
Plains Topminnow Recovery
and Research
The plains topminnow is absent in nearly
75 percent of its historic locations in
Nebraska. Decreases in backwater habitat
and competition with the non-native
western mosquitofish are suspected factors.
Game and Parks began producing plains
topminnow at its Rock Creek Hatchery and
at a pond on the Sacramento-Wilcox
Wildlife Management Area. In 2010, fish
were stocked into streams where they once
existed at 1,000 and 2,500 fish per acre.
Spring and fall stocking success will be
evaluated through 2012.
UNL Fisheries Research
Work continues with the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln on projects to assess the
status of shovelnose and pallid sturgeon, as
well as channel catfish, in the Lower Platte
River. Results of these projects help staff
develop management strategies to
maintain these important game species and
the endangered pallid sturgeon.
UNK Fisheries Research
Cooperative studies are being conducted
with the University of Nebraska-Kearney to
assess the limnology of Harlan County
Reservoir and the population dynamics and
biotic interactions of yellow perch in
Interstate 80 lakes.

On July 1, 1901, the Nebraska Legislature abolished the Nebraska Fish Commission
and created the Nebraska Game and Fish Commission. During the new Commission’s
early years, its principal efforts were law enforcement and fish stocking.
The Gretna hatchery on the Platte River west of Louisville, acquired in 1881, was the
cornerstone of the fisheries operation. The hatchery was closed in 1974, but the
grounds remain the centerpiece of Schramm Park State Recreation Area.
W.J. O’Brien, at the head of a large catfish, was the first Deputy Fish Commissioner. The
catfish was probably kept as a spawner and perhaps exhibited at the Nebraska State Fair.
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