University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

North American Crane Workshop Proceedings North American Crane Working Group

2010

HABITAT SELECTION OF EASTERN
MIGRATORY WHOOPING CRANES ON
THEIR WINTERING GROUNDS

LARA E.A.FONDOW

International Crane Foundation

STANLEY A. TEMPLE
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwgproc

b Part of the Behavior and Ethology Commons, Biodiversity Commons, Ornithology Commons,

Population Biology Commons, and the Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology Commons

FONDOW, LARA E. A. and TEMPLE, STANLEY A., "HABITAT SELECTION OF EASTERN MIGRATORY WHOOPING
CRANES ON THEIR WINTERING GROUNDS" (2010). North American Crane Workshop Proceedings. 100.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwgproc/100

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the North American Crane Working Group at Digital Commons@ University of Nebraska -
Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in North American Crane Workshop Proceedings by an authorized administrator of

Digital Commons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.


http://digitalcommons.unl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwgproc?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwg?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwgproc?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/15?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1127?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1190?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/19?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/20?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nacwgproc/100?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fnacwgproc%2F100&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

200  ABSTRACTS Proc. North Am. Crane Workshop 11:2010

HABITAT SELECTION OF EASTERN MIGRATORY WHOOPING CRANES ON THEIR
WINTERING GROUNDS

LARA E. A. FONDOW, International Crane Foundation, E-11376 Shady Lane Road, Baraboo, WI 53913, USA,; and University
of Wisconsin-Madison, A 221 Russell Labs, 1630 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706, USA
STANLEY A. TEMPLE, University of Wisconsin-Madison, A 221 Russell Labs, 1630 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706, USA

Abstract: As a monitoring technician for the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership, I (LEAF) noted that birds in years following
release selected wintering habitats that differed greatly from those into which they were initially released. An analysis of the habitat
preferences of these birds was needed in order to determine any possible implications to the reintroduction efforts. During the
winters of 2004-2005 and 2005-2006, I recorded the locations, habitat use, social associations, and behaviors of all migratory
whooping cranes (Grus americana) at known locations in Florida. I used compositional analysis to determine whether habitat use
was random at the following levels: search area versus 95% home range; 95% home range versus core home range, and core home
range versus individual locations. If habitat use was non-random, I then ranked the habitat types in order of selection preference by
whooping cranes and determined whether the selection for or against a particular habitat was significant. At all levels, open pasture
and other rural open lands and freshwater marshes were the highest-ranked habitat types. Whooping cranes' behaviors within the
different habitat types suggest that some habitat types complement each other for various activities while they supplement each
other for other behaviors. Because of year-to-year variation in habitat availability in Florida, it will be important to continue to
monitor habitat selection by this population of birds to determine whether the patterns found in this study are repeated over longer
time periods and how management activities may be altering subsequent selection patterns and survival in the wild.
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