University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Faculty Papers and Publications in Animal
Science

Animal Science Department
May 1977

Memorial: Marvel L. Baker

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub

b Part of the Animal Sciences Commons

"Memorial: Marvel L. Baker" (1977). Faculty Papers and Publications in Animal Science. 105.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub/105

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Animal Science Department at
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty Papers and
Publications in Animal Science by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.


https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/ag_animal
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fanimalscifacpub%2F105&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/76?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fanimalscifacpub%2F105&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/animalscifacpub/105?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fanimalscifacpub%2F105&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

MEMORIALS

MARVEL L. BAKER

Marvel L. Baker, Professor Emeritus of Ani-
mal Science and Dean Emeritus of the College
of Agriculture, University of Nebraska, Lin-
coln died April 20, 1977 after being in poor
health for several months.

He was born January 3, 1895 in Pleasant
Grove Township, Coles County, Ilinois and
lived on the home farm until 1917. He attended
rural Rogers school and graduated from Mat-
toon, Illinois High School in 1913. After being
a student for one summer at what is now Eas-
tern lllinois University at Charleston, he taught
in Illinois rural schools until he returned to
Eastern Illinois University in 1916. He man-
aged the home farm from 1914 untl 1917
when he enlisted as a private in the U.S. Army.
He served with the infantry in Europe and was
promoted to the rank of Second Lieutenant
prior to his discharge in 1919.

On June 30, 1919 he married Florence
Clyde Wortham, whose family was lifelong
neighbors of the Bakers, and they began ranch-
ing in western Kansas. In the summer of 1921,
he returned to college, earning his B.S. degree
magna cum laude in 1923 and the M.S. degree
in 1924 from Kansas State University. While
at Kansas State, he was active in livestock
judging and the Intercollegiate Debating teams,
the Athenian Literary Society, Agricultural
Students Association, Farmers Fair Board, and
the Block and Bridle Club. Kansas State Uni-
versity awarded him the D.Sc. award in 1949.

On August 1, 1924 he accepted a position
with the University of Nebraska and remained
with the University until his retirement in 1963
except for 2 years when he was employed as
a bank cashier. He also attended lowa State
University in the summer of 1926 and the
winter of 1939.

His long period of service at the University
included Instructor in Animal Husbandry at
the NU School of Agriculture at Curtis, Ne-
braska, 1924-1928; Animal Husbandman at the
North Platte Experiment Station, 1930-41;
Professor of Animal Husbandry, NU Lincoln
campus, 1941-46; Assistant Director of Nebras-
ka Agricultural Experiment Station, 1946-
48 and Associate Director, 1948-55.

Baker served as Dean of the University of

Nebraska Group in Turkey from 1955 to 1957
when he returned to the Lincoln Campus as
Assistant Dean of the College of Agriculture.
He returned to Turkey in 1960 for another 2
years as Dean of the University Group prior
to his retirement in 1962. The New Univer-
sity at Erzurum was established under his
leadership. It was patterned after the U.S.
Land Grant College System and many stu-
dents came to the University of Nebraska
for further studies.

In 1964 he spent 4 months in India review-
ing the progress and evaluating the needs of
seven Agricultural Universities being developed
with the help of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development and five American
Universities.

His Animal Science contributions began
with teaching and coaching livestock and de-
bating teams at the University School in Curtis.
During his tenure at North Platte, he was in
charge of the livestock research and manage-
ment programs and conducted range and feed-
lot studies. He initiated a swine breeding pro-
ject to develop superior inbred lines of Durocs,
and shared the leadership in developing the
North Central Regional Swine Project. While
on the faculty in Animal Husbandry at Lin-
coln, he was in charge of beef cattle research
and taught courses in cattle feeding and manage-
ment. He initiated several research projects,
including the use of urea and corn cobs in ra-
tions and evaluating rations low in carotene.
He was active in developing the North Central
Regional Beef Cattle Breeding- Project and the
beef breeding projects conducted in coopera-
tion with the U.S. Department of Agriculture
at Fort Robinson and at the U.S. Meat Anr
mal Research Center at Clay Center. He was
the author and co-author of more than 30
technical and scientific publications.

He was a member of Pi Kappa Delta, Alpha
Zeta, Gamma Sigma Delta, Phi Kappa Phi,
Sigma Xi, President of the American Socie-
ty of Animal Science, Fellow of the Ameri-
can Society of Animal Science, charter member
of the American Society of Range Management,
American Association for the Advancement of
Science Fellow, the American Association of
University Professors, and the American Gene-
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tics Association. He was also a member of the
Nebraska Hall of Agriculture Achievement, the
Nebraska Stock Growers Assn., Lincoln Cham-
ber of Commerce, Rotary Club and the Masonic
Order and a member of the Presbyterian
Church for more than 50 years.

Among honors received were being named to
the University of Nebraska Block & Bridle
Club Animal Science Hall of Fame in 1960;
Gamma Sigma Delta Award of Merit, 1963;
Distinguished Nutritionist Award, Distillers
Feed Research Council, 1964; Nebraska Range
Management Award, Nebraska Section, Ameri-
can Society of Range Management, 1964. In
recognition of his many contributions to the
livestock industry, the new animal science
building at the University of Nebraska was
named Marvel L. Baker Hall at its dedication
in 1969.

Dean Baker is survived by his wife, Florence;
two daughters, Dorothy Curling, Richmond,
Virginia and Frances Koehler, Fremont, Ne-
braska; and one son, John Baker, M.D., Cedar
Falls, Iowa; 11 grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.
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