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NATS - NEBRASKA ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS OF SCIENCE 

The purpose of the Nebraska Association of Teachers of Science is advancement, stimulation, extension, improvement, and 
coordination of science education in all fields of science at all levels and is dedicated to the improvement of science education in 
Nebraska. 

Membership is available to those engaged in the teaching of science and to those interested in science education. Activities 
ipclude: 1) The Annual Fall Conference, providing science educators with updates in content and strategies designed to enhance 
science education inN ebraska. Workshops, speakers, and concurrent sessions are available in each content area and at all levels 
from elementary to post secondary. 2) The NATS Newsletter, a quarterly publication designed to provide a communication link 
among all NATS members. Each edition provides information on current research in science education, resources, opportunities 
for workshops and conferences, teaching tips, activities of affiliated groups, and recognition for outstanding educators in 
Nebraska. 3) The Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching, coordinated and administered by NATS. 4) The 
Outstanding Contributions to Science Education Award, given annually to a Nebraskan who has made outstanding contribu­
tions to science education. 5)A Spring Drive-in Conference, held annually to provide updates and activities on selected science­
education topics. 6) The Nebraska Science Olympiad annual competition for students, sponsored by NATS to stimulate interest 
and provide recognition for achievement in science. 7) The Technology, Ecology, Kids Camp, a one-week experience for middle­
school students. The program provides students with experiences using computers and robotics, as well as current information 
about wellness and environmental science. 
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TER-QUA-INSTITUTE FOR TERTIARY AND QUATERNARY STUDIES 

The Institute for Tertiary and Quaternary Studies (TER-QUA) was organized in 1968 in Lincoln at the recommendation 
of the National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council's U.S. International Committee of INQUA (International 
Union for Quaternary Research), and it became a Division of the Academy in 1974. This Division was joined by an 
organization of Gulf Coast geologists in 1982. TER-QUA is composed of multi-state, interdisciplinary working groups, whose 
research is directed to the changing environments-past, present, and future-of the Great Plains and Gulf Coast, with 
particular emphasis on water resources and climate. Instrumental in fulfilling the objectives of INQUA was Professor C. 
Bertrand Schultz, Co-director ofTER-QUA and Executive Director of the Academy for many years. 

TER-QUA SYMPOSIA are held periodically at Great Plains or Gulf Coast locations, including Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, 
Kansas, and Oklahoma. The planning sessions for these meetings are conducted at the Annual Meeting ofthe Academy by the 
TER-QUA Advisory Board, which includes persons from several states. 
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