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PARASITES OF NORTH AMERICAN FRESHWATER
FisHEs. Second Edition.
By Glenn L Hoffman; Foreword by Ernest H Williams,
Jr. Ithaca (New York): Comstock Publishing Associates
(Cornell University Press). $90.00. xix + 539 p + 4
pl; ill.; index. ISBN: 0-8014-3409-2. 1999.
In this second edition, the author uses the tradi-
tional better-known taxonomy, although a table list-
ing the contemporary (or future) classification is
presented in the foreword. The beginning of the
book covers the public health aspects of fish para-
sites, and discusses methods of examining and col-
lecting fish, and then preserving and making per-
manent preparations. These sections will be very
helpful to students and researchers, as are the sec-
tions that list parasites by location in fish. The next
sections present major groups of parasites and de-
tailed genera and species. Drawings and photo-
graphs make identification relatively easy. An im-
portant addition to this second edition is that
treatments and controls for the various parasites are
given (when known). There is asection on miscella-
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neous parasites and pathogens, as well as fish para-
sites found in other animals. The parasite/host and
host/parasite cross-reference list is also valuable.
The section on chemotherapy and prophylaxis re-
ports some of the most widely used therapies, as
well as some promising new treatments. It also lists
chemical, parasite to be treated, and methods used.
There is a glossary, and although the citations only
go up to 1992, there are approximately twice as
many references as in the first edition. This book is
an outstanding contribution, and it is recommended
for all fish disease laboratories and researchers. In the
foreword, Ernest Williams expresses the sentiments
of all freshwater fish parasitologists: this is the “Bi-
ble” of freshwater fish parasitology.

WiLMER A ROGERS, Fisheries & Allied Aquacultures,

Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama
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