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9. If you are aware of the Automated Weather Network in Nebraska, is the nearest station 
representative of conditions on your farm? (Please circle one only) 
a) very representative d) not representative 
b) mostly representative e) don't know 
c) slightly representative 

10. Please rank the following sources of weather data and information assigning "1" for the most 
important source, and "2" for the second most important, etc.: 

RANK 
a) commercial radio broadcasts 
b) special telephone forecast 
c) television broadcasts 
d) NOAA weather radio - weather alert radio 
e) Extension services (AGNET, AGRI-VIS, etc.) 
f) newspaper 
g) personal knowledge (own or of others) 
h) other 

11. Which of the following weather forecasts have you found most valuable in your overall farm 
planning? (Please circle response) 
a) 1 day forecast c) 30 day forecast 
b) 3-5 day forecast d) 90 day forecast 

12. What percent of your weather related wheat losses over the last 5 years are due to potentially 
controllable weather influenced factors, such as insects, weeds, diseases, etc. (Percent out of 
100)? 

PERCENT 

13. To better manage your farm, what type of information is the most important to you? (Please 
rank in order of importance, with "1" a the highest, then "2', etc.) 

RANK 
a) more accurate weather forecasts 
b) forecasted local yields before harvest 
c) forecasted pest populations 
d) market and cost of production information 
e) other 

14. Have you used AGNET in the last year? 
—if yes, does your farm have a private account? 
—if no, would you be willing to subscribe to get good quality weather related information and 

related farm management programs? 
15. Based on your experience as a wheat farmer during the last five years, rank the following risk 

factors according to their impact on your net income. (Use a "1" for the most important 
influences, "2" for the second most important, etc.) 

a) financial costs and economic trends 
b) fluctuating market prices 
c) weeds, diseases, insects 
d) lack of soil moisture 
e) hail, drought, flooding, etc. 
f) lack of water in wells for irrigation 
g) other 

16. Based on your experience as a wheat farmer during the last five years, rank the following 
according to their influence in getting better than expected net income. (Use a "1" for the most 
important, "2" for the second most important, etc.) 

RANK 
a) government programs 
b) soil moisture and climate 
c) low pest populations 

yes no 
yes no 
yes 

RANK 
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d) good marketing decision 
e) selection of plant variety 
f) use of management recommendations from others 
g) other -—— 

17. At what percent of crop development would you consider forward contracting before harvest if 
you could accurately project crop status and yield? (Please circle only one.) 
a) 10% b) 40% c) 80% d) 100% 

18. Thank you, if you have any additional comments relating to this survey, please use the space 
below or use a separate page. 
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announcements1 

European Weather Centre Celebrates 
Anniversary 
The European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts 
(ECMWF), situated near Reading, England, celebrated its 10th-
year anniversary on 22 November 1985. The ECMWF is an 
international organization supported by 17 European coun-
tries. The objectives of the ECMWF include the development 
of numerical methods for weather prediction and the provision 
of operational medium-range forecasts to the meteorological 
services of member states. The ECMWF recognized 10 years 
of fruitful European cooperation and achievement in weather 
forecasting by hosting a scientific seminar on the day of its 
anniversary. 

AAUW Announces Fellowship Competition 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is 
now offering fellowship opportunities to American women for 
advanced study, research, and community projects. The AAUW 

1 Notice of registration deadlines for meetings, workshops, 
and seminars, deadlines for submittal of abstracts or papers to 
be presented at meetings, and deadlines for grants, proposals, 
awards, nominations, and fellowships must be received at least 
three months before deadline dates.—News Ed. 

is now offering postdoctoral, dissertation, and selected-profes-
sion fellowships to women who are citizens of the United 
States and who have achieved distinction in their fields. Awards 
range from $3500 to $9000 for one academic year. Applicants 
must be ready to begin their degree program in the fall follow-
ing their application. For more information or an application, 
contact American Fellowships, AUWW Educational Founda-
tion Programs Office, 2401 Virginia Avenue, N.W., Washing-
ton, DC 20037. 

meetings of interest 

14-16 March 1986. The AMS Lyndon State College student 
chapter is sponsoring the Eleventh Annual Northeastern Storm 
Conference on 14-16 March 1986 in Windsor Locks, Con-
necticut. The guest speaker for the banquet will be Paul Cou-
sins, meteorologist for WBZ TV-4 in Boston, Massachusetts. 
The deadline for reservations is 14 February 1986. For more 
information contact Dawn Lowell, Box L-962, Lyndon State 
College, Lyndonville, VT 05851; telephone (802) 626-9371. 

(<continued on page 32) 


