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AT THE END OF THE DOCK
Christina D. Ensign, M.M
University of Nebraska, 2020

Advisor: Gregory Simon

Highly emotional and wildly eclectic, A¢ the End of the Dock is a nine-movement work
for string quintet, jazz quintet, and piano. As a culmination of my studies of composers who have
been most inspirational to my work as a student, theorist, and composer, I have written a piece
which strives to encapsulate the styles of many into a single harmonious package. Standing as
the foundation are three interludes, namely movements three, five, and seven, which reflect upon
a childrens’ tune heard in the opening movement, “Prologue.” These movements, which
represent loneliness, tie together the larger and more overtly “jazz” segments, found in
movements two, four, six, and eight. The interludes serve as momentary pauses in the narrative,
allowing the storyteller to ponder a thought, memory or fantasy, while the intersecting
movements drive the narrative forward, forcing the narrator to face reality, question the past, and
look towards the future. The final movement, “Epilogue,” is a remembrance of the journey

which has passed and a breath of hope for the journey which lies ahead.



Christina D. Ensign (2020)

At the End of the Dock

for eleven-piece mixed chamber ensemble

I. Prologue: Before, when life was simple
I1. The Moment I Grew Up
I11. Interlude: A Confused State
IV. Questions: Infinitely Multiplying, Never Resolving
V. Interlude: A Not-So-Distant Memory
VI. My Inward Struggle
VII. Interlude: Isolation
VIII. An Upward Turn
IX. Epilogue: Enough




At the End of the Dock

Soprano Saxophone/Tenor Saxophone
Trumpet in B-flat/Flugelhorn
Drum Set
Guitar
Acoustic Bass
Piano
Violin I
Violin I1
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

Program Notes:

At the End of the Dock is an autobiographical memoir as viewed through the
lense of my current memories regarding my experiences as an eleven-year-old
child to the present day. In nine movements, I explore my unique path through
the various stages of grief, from moments of tender curiosity, intense despair,
blatant anger, and melancholy longing. At the heart of the music is a childrens’

tune, a representation of the earliest, most innocent memories of my
upbringing. Movements 3, 5, and 7 are interludes depicting three distinct
forms of loneliness: a sense of disconnect and confusion within a busy world, a
loneliness felt in missing a memory of a person or place that no longer exists,
and the isolation experienced in one’s deepest despair. It is through this
loneliness and my discoveries surrounding its presence that I was able to find
my own light— that which exists At the End of the Dock.

©Christina D. Ensign, 2020, All Rights Reserved
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. The Moment | Grew Up

—Perhaps growing up is simply the moment in which one realizes perfection does not exist, even in the most admirable of sources—
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‘Bass drum hit on each beat; can add textures in addition to bass drum‘
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—In this moment, the problem wasn 't the questions. It was that I didn 't even know which questions to ask—
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LH, play written pitches sporadically,
May fragment or alter beat placement
RH, flat palm, mute strings throughout
Pedal down throughout
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II1. Interlude: Loneliness
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II1. Interlude: Loneliness
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Stop improvisatory gesture.
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IV:Questions
Infinitely Multiplying,Never Resolving

—When questions finally came, they flowed like a river without a dam— my body, the cavern; my thoughts, the water—
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IV: Questions

N
N
| | | | | | | | |
N
N
N
=
1 1 N [ 1
Wl N \ | | | | |
L NN .y
| nl
o e e
o .y NN
= =
[ e N e 5 IN &
L] e e
il e e
ma Il 1 ] 1 1 1 | 1 1
[, \~ h\\ i~ ~\\ ~
.. N 1 ¢ 1t
T 1T ™\
T il I \ il i
|z N
= =
i T N i ENE g
[53] m
9] o o o
; 17 ~t 1 ~t ] ] ] ] ]
L] [ ~t —\ ~t
A [ q L N q L "\
<N <N = N DL R aplen N ﬁ,
" ) ® - | M o) 9 ﬂl o) nrw nvw mﬁ ﬁ.
S ————_—
5 £ % E = S = = < s o
n = R &) : =} = N = > 1
[ — = V
: N a < = = a)
= & > >




67

IV: Questions

N
N
| | | |
N
£\
[ 119
! _len
N n
HEBL)
| ¢ N
\ N n
| | |
[ ¥
. N
. N I
e~ L
@
Bar e
=i
N S
ol o/
N
o N N
ol N ol
| | |
\nv I \MV I
[ B wﬂj
- .
1y N
. N I
i =
\ £
N OR =
o i
ol N \~
o N i
N
| | |
i ‘
[ B wi
-
1y N
o
=
g
N A
& El LS X X 2 0 o
v g S - = S S o
. &) < = . = > g
la) -9 = = [a]
> =




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

D.B.

IV: Questions

68

Dbmaj7

7 7 7 7 V4
| pr—
D@ | | | |
— ﬁ:ﬁﬂﬁg‘:’:
— ] i —
Cmi7(h5) Fmi(maj7)
7 7 7
V4 V4 V4 7 7

AN

N

U=

N

C,§>kb

v




69

IV: Questions

17

Cmaj7

Ebmaj7

Dbmaj7

e
/

Cmaj7

Ebmaj7

Dbmaj7

17

——

—

L )

[ £an)

Y 4%

[ £an)

Hid

T. Sx
Bb Tpt.

D.S.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.




70

IV: Questions

be he ’®

be

he

#

21

(7]

y 4%

[ £an)
ANV

°
e

e

C7(:9)

Ebmaj7

— e

L )

Dbmaj7

—
Vi

)=

C7(b9)

Ebmaj7

Dbmaj7

21

——

——

L )

[ £an)
Y 4%

[ £an)

1R

T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

D.S.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

D.B.

IV: Questions

71

0 . ‘ ‘ ‘
. - i i i L |
i ] } |
) K
mi7 maj7
s Dbmaj7(811) ]
o)
7 T ; : |
A\SY | } ! |
oJ
.
i T ; :
HE— y 7 y i 7 i y 7 i y 7 y i
25
L f)
>4
y - -
ey
A\S)
oJ
Cmi7 Abmaj7
Dbmaj7(811)
7 y 4 y4 y4 4 y4 y4 4 y4 y4
77 Z Z Z Z Z 4 Z Z Z
=
250 Dbmaj7(411) Cmi7 Abmaj7
s — V4 y 4 Z y 4 v 4 7 y 4 7 Z
(e 7 Z 4 Z .4 .4 7 4 7 .4
oJ
ﬁ: 7 7 V4 7 7 7 7 7 7 V4
Z 4 Z Z Z .4 Z Z Z Z

A

N

JEn SN

o




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

D.B.

IV: Questions

72

29

Ebmaj7

Gmi7

Bbmi7

<P i i i 1
oJ
29
H V4 ——~ 7 — —~ V4 7 }
V.4 Z 4 Z = V4 4 |
29
L ()
4
/ -
[ {0
A3V
D)
Ebmaj7 Gmi7 B maj7 Bbmi7
)y— 7 7 7 7 4 7
7 7 4 7 V4 .4 4 V4
=
29 Ebmaj7 Gmi7 Bmaj7 Bbmi7
)
y J— 4 V4 7 4 7 V.4 7
[ {o WV V.4 V4 V4 V4 7 V4
<P
oJ
ﬁ: 4 7 7 7 7 7 V4
V4 .4 4 .4 4 V4 4

A

"

JEn SN

o




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

D.B.

IV: Questions

73

g =

Gmi7(b5)

o>

Dbmaj7(811)

eg

= 7 1 7 ——~ 7 7 7 — 7 7 7 1
7 | V4 = V.4 7 7 == 7 V4 V.4 |
33

L ()

P4

A - -

(S

ANV

D)

Gmi7(h5) Dbmaj7(#11)

Fy—~ 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

7 7 V.4 V4 V4 V.4 V.4 V4 7 V.4 7

=

33 Gmi7(h5) Dbmaj7($11)

)

77 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
7 V.4 V.4 7 7 7 V.4 7 7 7

oJ
ﬁ: V4 7 V4 7 7 7 7 7 V4 7

7 7 V.4 V.4 7 V4 V.4 7 7 7

B

BN

JEn SN

o




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

A.B.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.

37

IV: Questions

74

N3

F maj7

N
N>

Cmi7

AN i i ]
oJ

37
| v y 4 v y 4 —~ ——~ v y 4 }

Z ya Z Z Z v ~ Z Z |

37
L f)

7

y - -

(oS

AN

oJ

Fmaj7 Cmi7 Abmaj7 Ebmaj7
ﬁ: y v y ya y 4 ya y 4 y y 4
y.4 7 y.4 7 .4 4 .4 y.4 4

S

37 Fmaj7 Cmi7 Abmaj7 Ebmaj7

9

y —_ v y 4 y 4 v v v y 4 v
{7 Z Z Z ya Z ya Z ya

AN

oJ
Fo)—— V4 7 V4 7 7 7 V4 7

77 ya Z v Z ya Z Z ya




IV: ti
Questions 75

41
0 i i T ]
T.sx. F = | = | = : = |
‘Solo— independent from guitar‘
y Gmi7 Bmaj7 Bbmi7 Gmi7(h5)
0
Bb Tot > i i T
pt. ANV i i i
4 ‘Soln-independem from olhers‘
D.S. HE=~A 7 i i i 7 7 i i i 7 7 i i H 7 7 i i
‘Solo—independent from tpt
' Dbmaj7(£11)
>
Gtr. @ 7 7
oJ
Gmi7 B maj7 Bbmi7
A.B. ﬂ 7 7 7 7 7 7 y y 7 7 i 7 =
=
4ln Gmi7 Bmaj7 Bbmi7
y—s 4 y 4 y 4 4 7 y 4 y 4 7 7 y 4 y 4 -
(72 Z Z 7 Z Z 7 Z 7
D)
Pno.
F)—~ 7 4 4 y 4 7 4 4 7 y 4 4 4 L
77 Z 7 7 Z Z 7 7 Z Z 7 7
41
)
L - - el el
Vin. T |[ey
A3V
oJ
o]
- - - - -
Vin. I ||y
A3V
oJ
v 2 = = = =
= Hb
Ve ﬂ, - - - -
D.B. 4}1. - - - -




76

IV: Questions

45

45

L f)

45

45

P A
¥ %
[£anY

L f)

45

7

[ £an)

1R

Hio

T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

D.S.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

A.B.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.

IV: Questions

77

49
= 7 V4 —~ 7 ——~ —~ y 4
V4 V4 = V.4 = = V4
Solo- combo style
0 Dbmaj7(411) Fmaj7 Cmi7 Abmaj7
L ()
y—t 7 7 V4 7 V4 7
| o WV 4 .4 V4 4 V4 .4
ANV
D)
F maj7 Cmi7 Abmaj7
7 V4 V.4 7 7 V.4
V4 4 .4 V4 V4 4

N

s

P

Q@Nb

=




78

IV: Questions

N N
N N
| 1 | 1 |
N N
=
= Z
N E =2 |\
HH H m
N N
N N
" I " " "
N N
=
~ =
N g Z IN
HH o @
N N
N N
| 1 ] | |
N N
ot
g
-
N i S IN
- (H &)
N N
N N
| 1 | | |
N N
= =
N E 7N
NS R~ N~ L ¢ onlls oy
- Do = B N N o N & & ﬂmnm
= 1) m 1) = = hw 3
2 . < & £ £ > ~
. A =
@ =




79

IV: Questions

N
N
" " I " I " " " I
N
N
N
=
I I N I I
il e \ e ANE " " " " "
NN .y
L B e
| | | (1179 BEEL. \.U .M.U
7 g
g =
3 E
all L \ Ty S N ©
N
N
" " I " I " " " I
N
N
N
N
" I I " I " " " I
N
=) |\
I N N o N \E ol N @)
@ SN L E 5N 5 5N 9 oeen
. X v e o S - = 5 S o
A = . 6] : £ = : = > d
[ — =] >
: = ) < A~ = a)
= = > >




80

IV: Questions

bo be b £02 o b

£ o

61

v@ \H N
11 Lo
Q ol N
] " " I ]
|| 1.
u N
1
L 1B,
S
g
Oal ) N
;‘ ‘~ N
il i N
-
) ] " N I ]
il i 1
) .
m N
1 | !
] l‘\
Onl & o A //
" ] " " " " I ]
O = Onl
sS4
~t
|, HH 7% AN
Sl o Sl
1 1 1 1 1
[ BEL ) \l
.
I - =
|| = =
| =) E
H I B
1 )\ I I i I L
s <N N N
3 Y N ﬁl 3 =R NS N WIM ﬂ. A..
S ————_ T ——
% = m S - < S} m
n &) : =] = = > :
= < A~ = [a)

Vin. 11




T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

D.B.

IV: Questions

81

67 ‘ Solo-independent from others ‘

65 b Dbmaj7(§11)
be be )
. L | | i | ]
& | | | ¥ 2 | 10 7 7 7 7 | 7 7 7 7 |

65

‘Solo-independem from others

Gmi7(h5)

I I I
i i i i O S O - 73 0 - -
j_-\ Y ——a— Py 0
J—
‘Solo—independent from others

Cmi7(h5) Fmi(maj7) Gmi7(3)
ﬁ: 4 y 4 7 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 C— 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 7 y 4 V.4

7 Z 7 Z Z Z Z 7 Z Z Z Z 7 Z Z
=

‘Solo—independent from others

650 Dbmaj7(811)
A L L D 4 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
(oS [ d— y 4 y4 y Z ya y 4
\\iD,
oJ
= B - - Y S S—" S—_ 77 7 7
7 [ A" d—" d— 4 v 7 ya v
65
L ()
7
y - - = - -
(e .
A5,
oJ
o)
7
y - - o - -
(oS 8
A\35,
oJ
HE - - - - -
a i15) .
)
ﬂ: - - < - -
7 5
ﬂ: - - 0 - -




82

Questions

1A%

7

o

69

69

69

- /)

69

¥

7

69

- )

69

[ £an)

Y 4%

[ £an)

Hid

T. Sx.

Bb Tpt.

D.S.

Gtr.

AB.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.




83

IV: Questions

Cont. soloing...

73

o »
N N N
o »
N N N
I I " " "
o/ »
N N N
2 o »
g
8
£
N ST N o »
mi.N N
N N N N
N N N N
I I " " "
N N N N
N N N N
N N N N
N N N N
I I " " "
N N N N
N N N N
AN R AS R AN AS R c oy ﬁ,
o nvw iy m SN nl © SN AIW\U n{ WTLM
. 2 v & o S e = S S
%) o . G ; g g ; = >
= = =} >
. = =) < A =
= = > >




84

IV: Questions

76

L 1n L]
N N N
e »
N N N
1 1 1 1 1 1
e »
N N N
12 1S
N N N o »
o »
N N N
[ 18 L]
N N N
I I I " " "
(Y »
N N N
el »
en | &
N N N o »
L 1l L]
N N N
e »
N N N
I I I " " "
ol )
N N N
(Y »
mi.N NN
N N N o )
e 1 4 1 i i
@) NP U E <N @) . <O & = &N &N
S S N S N
. . v 5 o S - = S o
n oy . &) ; g =] : > S
= — =}
. = o) < - = a
= 2 > -




85

IV: Questions

79

o )
N N N
'\ )
N N N
| | 1 | | |
e »
N N N
[ 1N [
. N NN
/ / / o L]
o )
N N N
el »
N N N
| | | | | |
e »
N N N
el »
. | e
N N N o 1y
L 1l L]
N N N
e »
N N N
" " I " " "
ol )
N N N
e »
.y NN
/ / / o J
AN NE N ﬂpl N € pien) = =
& D - = Vsl R Nk s == i i
. . v 5 o s - = E s o
) 2 . 5] ; <] = : = > S
= = g >
. N =) < - = a
= & > >




86

IV: Questions

P A
7

[ £an)
ANV

82

82

diminish to end

82
L ()

e

[
diminish to end

i
4

82
L )

[ £an)
Y 4%

[ £an)

1R

Bb Tpt.

D.S.

Gtr.

Pno.

Vin. I

Vin. I

Vla.

Ve.

D.B.




87

IV: Questions

Cmaj7(#11)/Db

85

i
" I I I " "
(QRL =
s - 2
= =
5 F
£
&) [ 1l va m A.
L 5n
o
" " " I I I " I
o
o
Ei.N
o
o
o
" " " I " I " " "
o
o
Ei.N
o
G S s | BDhis i 3 s i = i i
4 2 v = o S = = S o
%) Aoy . : g ; :
= £ A © < A~ Wu = - A
m >




Soprano Sax

Flugelhorn

Drum Set

Guitar

Acoustic Bass

Piano

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass
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VI:My Inner Struggle

—Of all the tortures, guilt reigned supreme. Unrelenting and unwavering, it weighed devastatingly on my heart—
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VIl.Interlude:Loneliness 18

Isolation
(Guitar, Acoustic Bass, Drums, Piano, Strings TACET)

—Many times it felt a path I was destined to walk alone. Trapped in my own thoughts and memories,
I longed for the tender embrace of freedom—

***EACH MEASURE
MOVES ON CUE***

Melodic free improvisation a la Eric Dolphy "God Bless the Child"
Long phrases

Start soft and sparse, slowly build in density and dynamic
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‘WILD a la Ornette Coleman, "Free Jazz"
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Melodic free improvisation, based upon cells
Unrelated to saxophone solo

Distant
PIIERFORMED BACK STAGE Remain backstage for rest of mvt...
3
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pt. r.) - o = - ° 17} r - |

Conversational free improvisation
For texture, think Eric Dolphy "Something Sweet, Something Tender"
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Conversational free improvisation
For texture, think Eric Dolphy "Something Sweet, Something Tender"
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Christina Ensign
—Many times it felt a path I was destined to walk alone. Trapped in my own thoughts and memories, I longed for the tender embrace of freedom—

Christina Ensign

Christina Ensign

Christina Ensign


Soprano Sax

Trumpet in Bb

Drum Set

Guitar

Acoustic Bass

Piano

Violin I

Violin IT

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

VIII: An Upward Turn

— “Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall” - F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gastby—

Cool and collected, with enthusiastic splendor =152

139

GSSy |

Cmaj7

Abmaj9

Cmaj7

Abmaj9

Cmaj7

Abmaj9

Cmaj7

Ab

maj9

e —

e —

——

—

7=
f P

7=
f

v
f P

7=
£

v
f P

/ /
—f

7=
f

S

a
f

—

o

i

AY

RN

o

io

1\
S
W

%
[0S

i

MY



Christina Ensign
—“Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall” - F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gastby—�
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