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DESIGN ON FRONT COVER: 
To mark the Diamond Jubilee of the George Eliot Fellowship the design 
by Jenny Quy on the front cover was submitted to Nuneaton and 
Bedworth Borough Council Parks Department and is to be executed in 
flowers in a public flower bed in Coton Road, Nuneaton during the 
summer of 1990. 

*********************** 

The Editors do not necessarily agree with the views expressed by 
contributors, nor does the George Eliot Fellowship accept responsibil­
ity for such views. No part ofthe REVIEW may be reproduced without 
the permission of the Editors. 

*********************** 

Contributions are invited for the 1991 issue. They may be on any 
subject relating to George Eliot's work, life, family or friends. They 
should be up to 1500 words in length and it is preferred that footnotes 
are used only sparingly. Contributions must be typed (double spac­
ing) and should reach the Editors not later than February 28th 1991. 

*********************** 

The George Eliot Fellowship gratefully acknowledges generous spon­
sorship of the Review from the English Department of the University 
of Warwick, and from the Nuneaton Branch of the National Westmin­
ster Bank. 

11 



ARBURY HALL 
.. Gardens, Nunealon 

The Home 
LORD" LADY DA VENTRY 

Gothicized by Sir Roger Newdigate in 
the 18th century, the Hall affords visitors 
magnificent and spectacular ceilings as 
wen as paintings, furniture and porce­
lain. Seventeenth century stables with 
doorways by Wren and upstairs tea 
rooms providing home made cooking as 
a speciality. 

OPEN: Sun."., 
E •• ter 10 ftId of Septftnwr 

BANK HOUDAY MONDAY 
md TUe8CMp'md WidnHd.". durinS 

July Mid AUSU.t 
HaU2-5pm, gardens 2-6pm, 

tea rooms 2-6pm 
Adm. Adults £2.70, Children £1.40, 

Gardens only Adult £1.40; Children 70p 
Parties welcome any day by prior 
arrangement with Administrator 

• NUNEATON 0203 382804 
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For top class wedding 
stationery, invitations, 

hymn sheets, serviettes, 
etc. Over 500 invitations 

to choose from. 
Albums for home viewing 

Free offer available with th Is advert 
Unit CS, Veasey Close, 

Attleborough Fields 
Industrial Estate, 

Nuneaton. CV11 6RT 
Tel: Nuneaton 382902 

OPEN SATURDAYS 

32 



In an old school in the village of AstIey in 
Warwickshire, John Letts and Keith Lee have 

established their studio, where they create and 
cast their artistic original and limited edition 

sculptures. 
The works range from small finely modelled 

cameo pieces, to larger figurative sculptures, 
portrait heads and commissioned works. 

CREATOR OF THE GEORGE EUOT STAWE 

IN NEWDEGATE SQUARE. NUNEATON 

The Old School, Church Lane, Ast/ey, 
Nr. Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV7 SEW. 

Telephone: Fillongley (0676) 42073. 
Home Telephone: Knowle (05645) 77567. 

Opening Hours 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Mon-Sat. 
Sund4ys by appointment. 
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Nuneaton 
Bookshop 

24 Abbey St .. Nuneaton 
(0203) 343255 & 342000 

FDr a large range ot 
Hardback & Paperback 

GEORGE ELIOT 
Novels & Blographie& 
New & Second Hand 

Special Orders Ne/come 

Books-Rotrlng·Stamps-Cards 

r1lDtDn1flJ 
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THE GEORGE ELIOT FELLOWSHIP PUBLICATIONS 
(in conjunction with Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council and 

Warwickshire County Council) 

George Eliot Country by Kathleen Adams 
George Eliot: a Brief Biography by Kathleen Adarns 
The Little Sister (a life of George Eliot written for the 
older child) by Kathleen Adarns 
The Story of The George Eliot Fellowship 
The Fellowship has also produced: 
A Sixty Minute Cassette of GABRIEL WOOLF 
reading favourite scenes from George Eliot 
A leather bookmark bearing the word NUNEA TON 
and showing views of Griff House, South Farm 
and a head of George Eliot, in assorted colours. 
Another leather bookmark, more recently produced, 
which shows the statue of George Eliot in place of the head. 
Coloured postcards of a portrait of George Eliot from a 
modern painting, and of the George Eliot Statue 
A matching tea towel and mug* (brown design on white) 
depicting the George Eliot Statue and, on the tea towel, 
scenes in the George Eliot Country 
Back numbers of the Review for the years 1977, 1979, 1980 
(1 of each) 1982 & 1986 at £2.50 each inclusive of postage, 
and for 1988 at £3.50 and 1989 at £4.00 are available. 

£1.50 
50p 

50p 
50p 

£3.50 

60p 

60p 

15p 

£1.99 and £1.75 

Orders should be sent to the Secretary. Please do not send money with your order; you 
will be invoiced to include postage and packing where necessary. 

* Mugs only available for delivery by hand because of their fragile nature. 
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Marl~et Place 
Bridgt? Street Nuneaton 

DINE AND STAY 

of the busy town and 
is close to bus and railway 
stations as well as adjacent 
to the main business and 
shopping areas. 

The National Exhibition 
Centre and Birmingham 
International Airport are 

a few miles along the 
M6 motorway. 

The Mill Restaurant upstairs 
caters for A La Carte food 
and all types of functions. 

Bar Meals are always avail­
able in the Public Bars on 
the ground floor. 

The Hotel is fully residen­
tial. 

for everybody's 



LOrlll Street, Athent.oDe, WlIJ'Wickahlre CV9 1BB 
Telephones: Atherstone (0827) 713Hi6. 718678. 712976 

Fax: 0827 711404 

Situated close to the centre of England, the Hotel is 25 minutes away from 
Birmingham International Airport, the National Exhibition Centre and Bir­
mingham City Centre. It is close to the site of the Battle of Bosworth, 
Twycross Zoo, Dray ton Manor Park. The Belfry (Ryder Cup) is only 20 
minutes away, Stratford on Avon and the Cotswolds are only 40 minutes 
away. London just over an hour by Intercity Express. 

Situated on Wading Street, the old London to Holyhead Road, this genuine 
17th century coaching inn was once frequented by Dick Turpin. You will 
experience the delight of an olde worlde atmosphere combined with the 
ambience of this lovely, completely renovated hotel. 

Experience the comfortable Oak Room and Forge Lounge Bars, the intimate 
surroundings of the Turnpike Restaurant, the Old World outdoor courtyard, 
the spacious oak-panelled 'Vaults' Main Restaurant. There are banqueting, 
conference and party facilities in the Churchill Suite. 

The 25 bedrooms are complete with en suite bathrooms, T.V., telephone and 
tea or coffee making facilities etc. 

There are two four-poster bedroom suites known as The King Richard III and 
The Henry Tudor. 

The Old Red Lion, Long Street, Atherstone, is well worth a visit! 



A miniature of the George Eliot statue in an unlimited editiion has been 
produced by John Letts, the Warwickshire sculptor of the original. 

The new miniature, approx . 6" high, costs £29.00 plus postage and packing. 
Send no money with order - an invoice will be sent to you. 



SUPPLEMENT TO THE GEORGE ELIOT FELLOWSHIP REVIEW: 1990 

Book Review by Rosemary Ashton 

STATE OF THE ART: GEORGE ELIOT A Guide through the Critical Maze 
by Graham Handley. Bristol Press, 1990 £4.95 paperback 

Graham Handley and the Bristol Press have produced an attractive and 
useful book in the State of the Art series. There are clear, fair and 
sometimes fresh,accounts of all the major books on George Eliot, from 
John Cross's devoted but delinquent biography in 1885 to the most recent 
feminist criticisms of Elaine Showalter and Jennifer Uglow. In addition 
Dr. Handley unearths forgotten studies, like Mathilde Blind's spirited 
biography, which predated Cross's by two years, and Mary Deakin's Early 
Life of George Eliot (1913). The latter is rightly rescued from neglect, 
to judge from the quotations from it given here; for example, the remark 
about George Eliot's essays: 'She (George Eliot) cannot let a falsity 
pass, whether in ethics or art.' 

Students will find this an astute but broad-minded guide to George Eliot 
criticism. Dr. Handley clearly feels .that those who have tried to 
interest readers in some aspect of George Eliot deserve to be treated 
with respect, with their best points emphasised, not their worst. This 
enlightened approac~ works well, particularly where Dr. Handley deals 
with devotees who wrote during the fallow period for George Eliot's 
reputation - ca. 1890 - 1940. This does not mean, however, that he is 
blind to critical faults. Leavis, praised for replacing George Eliot 
among the greatest English writers in The Great Tradition, is robustly 
characterised as 'independent, brilliantly insightful, bloody-minded, 
astringent', but above all influential on studies which followed. 

Barbara Hardy is given the praise she deserves for reminding readers 
that the novel is an art-form - a fact too often forgotten by George 
Eliot's contemporaries and modern commentators alike. Gordon Haight's 
edition of the letters, surely the best scholarly edition of any important 
writer's letters ever compiled, gets generous praise, as does Haight's 
biography, though Dr. Handley calls for a new critical, rather than 
factual, biography. 

An interesting chapter entitled 'Current Developments' singles out recent 
studies of George Eliot's relation to nineteenth-century science, in 
particular Gillian Beer's excellent Darwin's Plots, for helpful comment. 
David: Carroll's remarkable introduction to George Eliot: The Critical 
Heritage is also mentioned, though unfortunately in the Critical 
Bibliography at the end rather than in the body of the text. Dr. Handley's 
judgement is always sound, and if he sometimes errs on the side of 
generosity towards his fellow critics, so much the better in a book 
intended to enthuse as well as explain. This book does both admirably. 



Book Review by Graham Handley 

GEORGE ELIOT COLLECTED POEMS 
by Lucien Jenkins. pp. 1-488. 
Price £18.95 

Edited with an Introduction 
SKOOB Books Publishing L td. 1990 

Certainly there is a need for a Collected Edition of George Eliot's 
Poems, and I only wish more care and imagination had gone into the 
production of and the Introduction to this. The Introduction, which 
is mundane throughout, begins with an error in Marian Evans's birth­
date, ponderously defines her 'conversion experience', and refers to 
The Revd. John Gwyther, original of Amos Barton, as a 'priest'. I 
suppose a Church of England clergyman can be described thus, though 
it seems an off-centre way of doing it. The style in this Introduc­
tion is sloppy where it should be specific,and errors in proof like 
'Walker' for 'WaIter' (in John WaIter Cross) and Harold Transome's 
courtship as 'self-intested' are irritating. The derivations from 
Wordsworth in the 'Brother and Sister' sequence are obvious, and there 
is no critical apparatus for the poems'themselves, apart from George 
Eliot's own notes to The Spanish Gypsy. One gets the impression of a 
wish to get everything into print without comment. The Epilogue to 
Felix Holt, which b~gins 'Our finest hope is finest memory' appears in 
'A Minor Prophet' (dated 2-27 January 1865) with variants, but no 
connection is made. I remember reading on microfilm Cynthia Secor's 
excellent The Poems of George Eliot (Unpublished Dissertation, Cornell 
1969). It did not include The Spanish Gypsy but it did have scholarly 
annotation and discriminating critical analysis. This Skoob edition 
lacks commentary of an incisive kind; it is a useful book to have, and 
I note that there is an ISBN for the paperback edition. This should 
bring it within the price range of readers who would like to read 
George Eliot's poetry for what it is - interesting minor verse written 
by a great novelist. 

*************************** 

GEORGE ELIOT Collected Poems 
George Eliot's poetry has now been brought together for the first time in one volume. 
It contains the two books of verse published during her lifetime and several 
previously unpublished poems preserved in her notebooks. 
Resonant of Wordsworth in the pastoral poems such as the autobiographical sonnet 
sequence 'Brother and Sister' and prefiguring T. S. Eliot's imagery of urban 
desolation in such poems as 'In a London Drawingroom', George Eliot's Collected 
Poems fills an important gap in our understanding of this great writer. 

Ubk £18·99 

SKOOB BOOKS PUBLISHING LTD. LONDON. 
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