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NEWS & VIEWS

The Center for Systematic Entomology plans to publish four Newsletters each year, but these are usually not kept as permanent records by libraries. Therefore, the
some information is printed in Insecta Mundi conceming primarily changes in our joual as well as matters of record conceming the CSE.

Dr. David Wahl has been appointed a member of
the editorial board of Insecta Mundi. He has helped
with the in-house review of manuscripts, especially
those using cladistics as a tool in evaluating data.

Dr. Michael C. Thomas, former editor of Insecta
Mundi, also has joined the editorial board of Insecta
Mundi, thus giving continuity to the editorship of our
journal.

Dr. Ross H. Arnett, Jr. is currently the acting
editor of Insecta Mundi and will continue in this capaci-
ty through volume 9, 1995. After that we hope he will
be replaced by a new editor (see below).

Search for new editor continues. The CSE is
looking for a new editor of Insecta Mundi. The candi-
dates must have computer knowledge, and have access
to a computer and a laser printer.

Journal management, following the schedule now
in effect, will be explained to applicants. Most import-
ant is the ability to organize the work and to keep on
schedule. A work schedule will be provided to those
interested. The editorial board hopes the new editor
will start with volume 10, 1996. Volume 9, nos. 1-2 (this
issue) obviously has been completed. Type conversion is
under way for volume 9, nos. 3-4. This issue will be
mailed in October or early November.

Manuscripts have been received for at least volume
10, no. 1, 1996. Some of this is now being converted into
type and will be available to the new editor.

A younger person active in publishing papers on
entomological systematics is needed. The new editor
should be familiar with cladistic techniques and be able
to evaluate papers containing data treated in this
manner.

The editor will be provided with necessary supplies
and postage.

Those interested please write to or call:

Ross H. Arnett, Jr. Address: 2406 NW 47th
Terrace, Gainesville, FL. 32606; phone: (904) 371-
9868; fax (904) 371-0962,

SOME QUESTIONS: IS IT BETTER TO GIVE
THAN TO RECEIVE?

Several questions were asked at the last meeting of
the Board of Directors concerning the functions of CSE
as a World-class society. These questions are passed on
to you. Yours answers, as they concern our Center, will
be considered at future meetings of the Board, and
appropriate action will be taken as needed.

Background.- Entomologists, as a group, are
joiners. They join for one of two main reasons,
sometimes for both:

1. For professional affiliation and to keep up to date
in their field by reading the society journal.

2. For personal identification through membership,
to be able to attend meetings, and (a small percentage)
to be able to publish in the journal.

The abundance of societies devoted to entomologi-
cal interests is so extensive that no single society ob-
viously satisfies all entomologists.

Just having a society and a journal is not enough.
It is not until a third reason for membership is intro-
duced that a society begins to provide the necessary
ingredients for success.

3. The third reason should be a desire to support
and promote the field.

For a society to be successful it must receive in
order to give the benefits members expect. It must
receive this support through membership dues, dona-
tion of time, donations of gifts, and donations of intel-
lectual guidance.

What does the society give?

The society must give its members professional (or
amateur) status. Generally, but not always, one can
become a member by paying dues. These societies
benefit the non-professional by association with profes-
sionals. Most of us feel it is reasonable to have an open
membership of this sort, but this is a misconception and
it is detrimental for the professional, and may prevent
their joining (guilt by association?).

1. Do you believe our current purposes are all
they should be; are we doing the right things?

Most societies provide a peer-reviewed journal of
dubious value. Publication is open to members (less
than 10% publish). Articles are reviewed by an editorial
board and by specialists selected by the editor before
acceptance for publication. Seldom is the coverage of an
article considered; usually only the format, spelling,
style, and subject matter are important. An article is
never turned down because it is of little interest to the
bulk of the membership.

2. How do you rate the journal INSECTA
MUNDI? Is the editorial board functioning prop-
erly? Should it be published quarterly, biannual-
ly, or annually, or perhaps 3 time a year?

Members of societies may think journals are a way
to keep up to date, but the articles are far too special-
ized and incomplete for this. Most authors write for
themselves and a handful of specialists. Generally, they
do not provide enough information to integrate the new

(Continued on page 104)
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