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ABSTRACT
A serial murder,  is “the unlawful homicide of 
at least two people carried out by the same 
person (or persons) in separate events occurring 
at different times” (Briannica.com). A serial 
killer is an individual who  carries out a serial 
murder. The thought process of a serial killer is 
miraculously different than that of  an average 
person. Due to this, there is a difference in  the 
brain activity between the two. This is 
important because research shows that an 
average person doesn’t think the same as a 
serial killer does. The serial killer’s brain has a 
decreased connectivity between the brain region 
that processes negative stimuli which leads to 
them killing (OUP Blog, 2022). 

On the left is a normal control activity, On the right there is a lack of activity in the 
prefrontal cortex. The reds and yellow indicate the activity of the brain.

KEY POINTS
❖ In a normal person, the left side of the brain has more activity than the right-

side.
❖ The brain of a serial killer also has lack of activity in the prefrontal cortex that is 

responsible for personality and cognitive behaviors.  
❖ Serial killers have no remorse or empathy and this may stem from childhood 

trauma

CONCLUSION & DISCUSSIONS
Serial killers go through a different thought 
process than the average person. Due to the 
low levels of activity on the right side of the 
brain that is responsible for empathy and 
morality and is also responsible for our 
emotions. Treatment in mental hospitals can 
help a serial killer.  

I would research more specifically how serial 
killers strategically go through their plans and 
thought processes.  
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