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ESTHER’S RISE
John David Cope, M. M.
University of Nebraska, 2022

Advisor: Tom Larson

Two of the most important parts of my life are my faith and my love of writing
music. To conclude my time in Nebraska, I wanted to combine these two facets of my life
to create something inspiring and beautiful. To that end, I composed “Esther’s Rise,” a
six-movement work that programmatically retells the book of Esther from the Old
Testament. To further enhance the story, I commissioned Vera Eva, an international
freelance artist, to create a collection of eighteen digital illustrations that help audiences
imagine the story unfold. Furthermore, I also paraphrased the biblical text to accompany
the illustrations as subtitles. My goal was to create something that audiences could read,
watch, and listen to throughout the performance.

Each of the six movements are scored for instruments that I believed would best
tell the story. Movements one, three, five, and six are scored for a large chamber
orchestra, movement two is scored for a chamber orchestra with electronics, and
movement four is scored for a small chamber group featuring two vocalists. As a whole,
“Esther’s Rise” is connected by four primary themes: the banquet theme, Esther’s theme,
Haman’s theme, and the Courage theme. The first four movements each focus on one
theme, while movement five, “The Banquet,” combines all four themes. Finally,

movement six, entitled “Rise,” focuses on Esther’s theme to finish the story.



The story of Esther, regardless of one’s religious affiliations, is a powerful and
relevant tale that covers themes of adversity, discrimination, courage, and faith. My hope

is that my composition reveals Esther’s incredible story to any audience member.



Artwork
The link to the PowerPoint Slides that contain the artwork and subtitles is posted
below. In the “notes” area in the PowerPoint, there are measure numbers that follow
along with the score.

https://uoftnelincoln-

my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/jcope4 unl_edu/EQOikDKjR2FEIOZMIJ{tKpt8B5qM6

T6RO72UQWWk9boVs_A?e=fnGthn.



https://uofnelincoln-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/jcope4_unl_edu/EQOikDKjR2FElOZMJftKpt8B5qM6T6RO72UQWWk9boVs_A?e=fnGthn
https://uofnelincoln-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/jcope4_unl_edu/EQOikDKjR2FElOZMJftKpt8B5qM6T6RO72UQWWk9boVs_A?e=fnGthn
https://uofnelincoln-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/jcope4_unl_edu/EQOikDKjR2FElOZMJftKpt8B5qM6T6RO72UQWWk9boVs_A?e=fnGthn
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Medium Advanced (ca. 28.00)

Esther's Rise

John David Cope
(2021-2022)

For Multi-Media Chamber Orchestra

Based on

The Old Testament Book, Esther



Movements:
I: Dethroned

I1: Esther's Ascension
[11: Haman's Plot
IV: Courage
V:The Banquet
VI: Rise

Program Noles:

Esther's Rise was written for my Masters' thesis at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. The piece consists of six movements that
programatically retell the story of Esther from the Old Testament. |
wanted to end my time in Lincoln by combining my faith with my
love of writing music. I would not be where I am today without my
faith and love for Jesus Christ and I wanted to honor that. The
Book of Esther, regardless of one's religion, is a great story that
shows one Jewish woman pushing past adversity and standing up
for what she believes in. My hope is that everyone who listens to
this work can learn something from Esther's Story.

This piece was also written to accompany a set of twenty digital
illustrations by Vera Eva, an international artist who |
commissioned in 2021. Her artwork helps the audience imagine
the story unfold along with subtitles of the Old Testament text. |
spent many hours paraphrasing the Biblical text and detailing the
artwork with Vera, so I hope everyone enjoys it!

Conductor Notes:

Each of the six movements have varying instrumentations
so every movement in the score will start with a specific
instrumentation page. Unlike the other movements,
Courage 1s written for a small chamber ensemble rather
than a large multi-media chamber group.

Regarding the ensemble setup, there 1s no specific way to
set the group up, but I highly recommend placing the
percussion in the back and having the piano, celesta, and
harp to the side.



I: Dethroned

Instrumentation:
Flute Percusssion 2
Oboe -Triangle
Clarinet in Bb -Bass Drum, Tam-Tam
Claves
Horn in F Tambourine
Trumpet in Bb Drum-set
Trombone (Bass Trombone)
Piano
Vibraphone
Marimba Violin
Percussion 1 Viola
-Egg Shaker Violincello
-Sus. and Splash Cymbal Double Bass
-3 Woodblocks

Program Notes:

Dethroned covers all of chapter 1 in the book of Esther and
lasts around four minutes in total. This movement focuses
mainly on the percussion section, but also utilizes some
Middle Eastern scales in the melodic and harmonic
instruments. The movement should have a solid and driving
groove throughout the piece.



Transposed Score I: D ethroned 7 4
J=120 Festive John David Cope
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II: Esther's Ascension
Instrumentation:

Tape Percusssion 2
-Ocean Drum
Flute -2 Triangles
Oboe -Bass Drum
Clarinet in Bb Wind Chimes

Drum-set
Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb Piano
Trombone Celesta
Harp
Marimba
Vibraphone Violin
Percussion 1 Viola

-Sus. Cymbal Violincello
-3 woodblocks Double Bass

Program Notes:

Esther's Ascension covers all of chapter 2 in the book of Esther and
lasts around five minutes in total. This movement introduces Esther's
leitmotif, which is first heard in the harp from measures 25-32.
Esther's leitmotif is the primary theme throughout the movement so
it should always be heard when it is written in the score.

The Tape part should start the piece and then slowly fade out around
measure 19. This drone symbolizes the sadness and lonliness of the

King.
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I1Il: Haman's Plot

Instrumentation:
Flute Percussion 1
Oboe -Sus. Cymbal
Clarinet in Bb Percusssion 2
-Bass Drum, Tam-Tam

Horn in F Tambourine
Trumpet in Bb Drum-set
Trombone

Piano
Vibraphone
Marimba Violin

Viola

Violincello

Double Bass

Program Notes:

Haman's Plot covers all of chapter 3 in the book of Esther
and lasts around four minutes in total. This movement
introduces Haman's leitmotif, which first appears in the
cello, double bass, and piano, in measures 21-28. This theme
contrasts Esther's leitmotif in the previous movement and
will return in movement 5, Banquet.
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IV: Courage

Instrumentation:

Soprano Violineello
Tenor Piano

Liyrices:

Mordecai: Beg for mercy from the King, and plead for anew spring!
For you alone have the power, to save use from this cruel shower.

Esther: But without a direct call, I may not enter the King's Hall.
Only if the King's sceptor lays bare, will my life be spared.

Mordecai: Do not think you alone will be spared, from the King's daunting
snare.

For if you remain silent, the Jews lives will lead to violence.

Another may arise to stop the perish, but you will surely lose all you
cherish.

Esther: Gather all the Jews to pray, and fast both night and day.
I'will go to the King and plead to change this ruling.

Together: And if I perish, I perish.

Performance Notes:

Courage covers all of chapter 4 in the book of Esther and lasts around
six minutes in total. This movement is expressive, emotional, and filled
with passion. My hope is that this movement is remembered by the
audience.

The cellist should be seated in the nook of the piano, centered on stage.
The vocalists, meanwhile, should be standing about five feet apart from
the piano on both sides. Esther should be to the left of the center and
Mordecai to the right. There should be an ample amount of space
between the two vocalists.

After each vocalist finishes a stanza, they should slowly move closer to
the center of the stage. By the end of the performance, they should be
right nextto the cellist in the center.
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V:The Banquet

Instrumentation:
Flute Percusssion 2
Oboe -Triangle
Clarinet in Bb -Bass Drum, Tam-Tam

Drum-set
Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb Piano
Trombone Celesta
Marimba Violin
Vibraphone Viola
Percussion 1 Violincello
-Ocean Drum Double Bass

-Sus. and Splash Cymbal

Program Notes:

The Banquet covers all of chapters 5-7 in the book of Esther
and lasts around six minutes in total. This movement compiles
all of the themes and motives we heard in the first four
movements and represents the pinnacle of Esther's story. The
Banquet was the most difficult movement of all to compose
since | had to find a way to seamlessly combine all the motives.

The "Chaotic" section in measures 94-96 consists of aleotoric
music, where each instrument gets the freedom to choose how
and what to play. The conductor should carefully read the
textbox instructions to get a good grasp on what should happen.
Basically, the music should slowly fade away until the strings
and percussion 2 part rise through the texture.
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VI: Rise

Instrumentation:
Flute Percusssion 2
Oboe -Triangle
Clarinet in Bb -Bass Drum, Tam-Tam
Drum-set
Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb Piano
Trombone Celesta
Harp
Marimba
Vibraphone Violhin
Percussion 1 Viola
-Egg Shaker Viohincello
-Sus. Cymbal Double Bass
-3 Woodblocks

Program Notes:

Rise covers chapters 8-10 in the book of Esther and should last
about four minutes. This piece serves as the outro of the entire
work and focuses again on Esther's leitmotif. This movement is
very similar to Movement I, Esther's Ascension, and
Movement I, Dethroned, so I recommend rehearsing these
movements together.
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