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about the complete corpus of her fiction. They can see, for example, that she
used the words “edit,” “document,” and “text” less than 20 times in her fiction,
but used “book” or “books” hundreds of times (426 to be exact), or they can
locate the most commonly used words and phrases used in sample texts. The
value of these numbers will, of course, be determined by the value of the search-
es made and the interpretation of the numbers provided; the information does
not replace interpretation, but gives the interpreters another piece of evidence to
evaluate. One day, we hope to allow users to use increasingly sophisticated ver-
sions of this tool to track her language usage across time and across genres, to
compare her language usage to her contemporaries, and to introduce part-of-
speech analysis.

All of this, though, is simply an extension of an old motivating force: we
want to give as many people as possible reliable and contextualized access to
quality materials we consider important to the study of our subjects. Even the
cutting-edge text analysis, though perhaps confounding for some modern liter-
ary scholars, would be recognizable to medieval monks who toiled on the first
biblical concordance. In fact, the afternoon my colleague Brian Pylik Zillig
showed me a recently generated list of all of the words Cather used in her fic-
tion, I remarked, “Congratulations, Brian. You've just accomplished in a few
minutes what some scholars used to take their entire careers to do.” The tools we
now use may be more complex and sophisticated than tools used in the past, but
they are still at the service of the same basic scholarly challenges.

This paper was presented at the 2008 ADE Annual Meeting in Tucson, Arizona.

Works Cited

Bobley, Brett. “Why the Digital Humanities?” From a presentation given to the
National Council on the Humanities. http://www.neh.gov/ODH/About/
tabid/56/Default.aspx

Palmer, Carole L. “Thematic Research Collections.” Blackwell Companion to
Digital Humanities. Ed. Susan Schreibman, Ray Siemens and John
Unsworth. Oxford: Blackwell, 2004. http://www.digitalhumanities.org
/companion/

Raabe, Wesley. “Jewett’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin: A Case Study of Textual
Transmission in the Digital Age.” The American Literature Scholar in the
Digital Age. Ed. Amy Earhart and Andrew Jewell. Ann Arbor: U of
Michigan Press, forthcoming 2009.

Raabe, Wesley. Email to author. September 29, 2008.

Rosenberg, Bob. “Documentary Editing.” Electronic Textual Editing. Ed. Lou
Burnard, Katherine O'Brien O’Keeffe, and John Unsworth. New York:
Modern Language Association, 2006. [“Preview” accessed on Text



Documentary Editing 30 (3 & 4)

35

Encoding Initiative website: http://www.tei~c.org/About/Archive_new/
ETE/Preview /rosenberg.xml]

Tanselle, G. Thomas. “Foreword.” Electronic Textual Editing. Ed. Lou Burnard,
Katherine O’Brien O’Keeffe, and John Unsworth. New York: Modern
Language Association, 2006. [“Preview” accessed on Text Encoding
Initiative website: http://www.tei-c.org/About/Archive_new
/ETE/Preview/tanselle.xml]



