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Hands-On Geology for Navajo Nation Teachers

A TWO-WAY EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

The instructors shared their collective knowledge
of geology, paleontology, and environmental science.
Equally importantly, the participants taught the in-
structors a great deal about Navajo culture: useful or
otherwise interesting linguistic expressions; customs
relating to outdoor activities and socializing; and
natural philosophy, including traditional Diné inter-
pretations of the origin of local landforms. Most
memorably, the visiting USGS instructors enjoyed a
week of Diné cuisine, including roast mutton and
corn stew, home-made breads and tortillas, and in-
digenous herbal tea.

FOLLOW-UP AND FUTURE PLANS

The minimal budget and short duration of this
pilot project did not allow for a formal plan of assess-
ment. However, all of the participating teachers now
working in the Shiprock area have remained in con-
tact with the NCC instructor, who has also visited
several classrooms to observe the kits in use. At the
end of the summer course, all of the participants
were encouraged to make use of the NCC geology
program as a continuing source of additional infor-
mation and materials, and some have done so.

We are currently developing a manual that out-
lines the development and staging of the course,
which also includes an itemized description of the
teaching kits assembled by our participants. Hands-
On Geology for Navajo Nation Teachers has been
added to the NCC course listing as Geology 198, and
participants in the next class (scheduled for summer
1997 pending funding) will earn credit specifically
transferable to a new BA program in elementary
education now offered at NCC or an MA/MS program
in science education at one of several New Mexico
universities.
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Food for Thought

ik il responslble mdlwduahsm should be considered a component of intelligence. It is the most
adapztve pfactlcai response to the world in which we live.
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‘New York, Doubleday, 212 p. (from p. 143).
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