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1981 (TWENTY-FOURTH)
FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT

Two hundred seventy-seven species (plus free-flying Mute Swans) are listed in this report,
from 14 localities. Comparable figures for previous years are: 281 species (and a possible Veery)
from 12 localities in 1980, 284 from 11 in 1979, and 269 from 12 in 1978.

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with locations of
about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. Two dates indicate the first and last
records for the period. The symbols used are:

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months

A as a column heading for observation by Rick Wright in most of Dawes Co. and Sioux Co.

down to the Niobrara to about mid-August, and by Tanya Bray in Sheridan and Dawes
counties 12 and 13 September

B as a column heading for observations by Babs and Loren Padelford in Gage, Jefferson,

and Pawnee counties on 3, 4, and 5 July,
in column A for observations by both Rick Wright and Tanya Bray

F in column A for observations by Tanya Bray

m in Garden Co. column for species which are present in migration in the county but not on

the Refuge

P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same individuals may not

be present during the whole year, and the numbers may vary greatly during the year

p to indicate a species which is P in Garden Co. but not on the Refuge

S in column A for observations by Rick Wright, and in column B for observations by the

Padelfords

S - to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July

s to indicate a species which summers in Garden Co. but not on the Refuge

S - W to indicate much the same thing as P, but where the situation is not always the case

- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but the lack of such an

indicator does not necessarily mean that the species did not remain)

w to indicate a species which winters in Garden Co. but not on the Refuge

x when the exact date in the month was not given

*indicates the species was present at two different times in the season. The other dates are

given in the comments for that locality.

The reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known) and special comments are:

Adams, Hastings, 67 species, Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Mrs. Elsie Helzer, Mrs. Clifford
Kennedy.

Boone, Albion, 125 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. Fall migrants showed up as (TV)
tower kills earlier than he had found them before, possibly because of unfavorable weather
conditions. He was surprised to find Red-breasted Nuthatch, Solitaire, and Feruginous Hawk,
and also surprised not to find a wintering Snipe, which he usually does.

Dawes, (and Sheridan and Sioux counties), 120 species, Rick Wright and Tanya Bray. See
the comments under “A”, above. Mr. Wright comments that apparently “pure” specimens of
Lazuli Bunting were far outnumbered by introgressants, generally blackish with white belly and
wing-bars. There was an invasion of “hundreds” of Red Crossbills from late June to mid-July, but
they were slightly uncommon before and after. But Mrs. Bray reported that they were very
abundant in Chadron State Park, 13 September, and she counted almost 300 in a flock near the
lake. She found most of the potholes in Sheridan Co. to be dry and the summer residents (Long-
billed Curlews, Upland Sandpipers} had left. But at one pond where there was still water she
observed between 250-300 American Avocets.

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 209 species (and Mute Swan), Paul Bedell,
Tanya Bray, R.G. Cortelyou, Ruth Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, and Melba Wigg,
reporters, Betty Grennon, Gladys Johnson, Sandy Kovanda, Andy Saunders,Rick Wright. A
pair of pinioned Mute Swans raised 6 young at Ginger Cove, west of Valley, and at least some of
the young were free-flying for at least a while. A young male was killed when it hit a power lineir
southwest Omaha. Redhead was S - 7/2 also. Mr. Bedell had the Connecticut Warbler under
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6 Nebraska Bird Review

McPherson, Tryon, 71 species, Oona Bassett, reporter. Mrs. Bassett left the ranch for

Arizona in mid-October, so the winter birds are not adequately represented.
"~ Pawnee, see Gage.

Sarpy, see Douglas.

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 104 species, Rev. T.A. Hoffman, reporter. See NBR 48:79 for a
statement of how the reporting area includes some of Dodge Co. Father Hoffman commented:
Piping Plover and a Least Tern were both in the area for a substantial part of the summer (Plover
Ap 18 - Jul 18; Tern My 12 - Au 8). Asin the past, they occupied the tailings from the past sand-pit
activities. I never saw more than 3 Plover at a time, most often only 1; I never found any direct
evidence of nesting. The Least Tern population increased steadily through the summer,
reaching over two dozen on 17 July, and including juvenile birds the next day. In spite of frequent
visits, | found Tern eggs in one nest on only one occasion, on 20 June. In the light of Jim Ducey’s
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Sp 15
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Broad-winged Hawk
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observations (NBR 49:45), and after conversations with him, 7oy guess is that both Plover and
Tern nesting efforts on the sand tailings are subject #o mather intense predation. Unlike the
sandbars which he described, the tailings are not isolatedfrom predators by the river, and l have
good evidence of a flourishing racoon and opossum population in the area. The Avocet was a
single bird on a sandbar in the Platte. The Magpies were seen once on8 August (a flock of 10) and
were absent until 10 October. They were observed on each of the 7 visits to the area from that
date through 25 November. Observations ranged from flocks of a dozen or more to single birds.
After being absent during December they returned in January.

Scotts Bluff, Scottsbluff and North Platte NWR, 156 species, Alice Kenitz and C. Fred
Zeillemaker, reporters, Dorothy Adcock, Mary Ann Banghart, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear,
Sherry McCoy, Nora Mae Vance, Dan Walsworth, Melly Zeillemaker. The Kittiwake (which was
photographed) is apparently the fourth Nebraska record (NBR 49:42).
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No 17

- Dm 19

- 0t 28

ot 2

Dm 20 Dm 19

Dm 20 Ot 22
Dm 31

malndy plg eyseiqaN
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Scotts A Gar- McPh. Lin- Howard Boone Lan- B Saun- Wash. Doug.

Bluff den coln Thom. Hall Adams caster ders Sarpy
Bastern Kingbird §- s S~ §- S~ 8- 8- 8- 8- 8- 8 8- J12 8-
Spl12 Sp 75Sp xSp 6 0t318p 6Au23Sp11Sp21 Sp 5 Sp 18
Western Kingbird 5- s 8- 8- S- MMml7 S- 8- 8§~ 8- 8 - - S -
Sp13 Sp 70t 6Sp 6 Au 19 Au 29 Au 23 Sp 6 Au 2 Au 17
Great Crested J112 - 8 ~ - - - S - - S- 8§~ - 8- - S -
Flycatcher sp 7 Au 3 J1 20 Au 30  Au 15 Sp 20
Bastern Phoebe - 8 s - - - - - S- S8p 78S - Sp194Au 6
J1 12 Sp 12 ot 13
Say's Phoebe S- S4Au 2 - J1 t - Ji11lo - - - - - - -
Sp20 ©Sp 1 ' Au 10
Yellow-bellied - - - - - - - - J129 S - - - - -
Flycatcher Sp 9
Willow Flycatcher - - Au 15 J1 1 - - - - S - - - - - -
J1 30
Least Flycatcher - -Jl118sp 16 - - - - J128Sp &4 - - - Au 8
Sp 5 Sp 535p 16 Sp 10
Bnpidonax sp. - -S8p 2 - - - - - - - - Au 15 - Au 18
Sp 26
BEastern Wood Pewee - - - - - - - - Au23 8- S 8- S8p19 § -
Au 8 Sp 13 Sp 20
Western Wood Pewee S~ SAul0 - - - - - - - - - - -
ot 18 8p 5
Olive-sided - - - - - - - - - - =-Sp 5 - A 6
Flycatcher Sp 13 Sp 5
Horned Lark P B P P P 0Ot 31 P Dm 29 P P - - Dm 20 P
Violet-green Swallow - S - - - - - - - - - - - -
Tree Swallow S - 8 8 - - - - - - - Au 8- - - Sp 7
J1 23 Au 23 ot 20
Bank Swallow -~ -Jls16 - J1 1 - S - - J1 1 - - 8- - s -

48
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Rough-winged
Swallow

Barn Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

Blue Jay

Black-billed Magpie

Common Crow

Pinon Jay

Black-capped
Chickadee

Tufted Titmouse

White-breasted
Nuthatch

Red-breasted
Nuthatch

Pygmy Nuthatch

Brown Creeper
House Wren

Carolina Wren
Long~billed
Marsh Wren

Short-billed
Marsh Wren

No 13
Dm 19

B

S - - Au 2 - S - - J1 1 S- 8 S - J12 S -
J1 8 Au 15 Au 24 Sp 21 J1 4 No 8
S- 8- J1 1A017 S- 8- S- 8- 8 8- J126 S -~
0t 10Sp 7 0t 4Sp16Sp 250t 20t 7 ot 3 0t 23
Jisl9 - J1 1 - S - - - Au20 -J110 - S -
Au 2 Au 23 Au 29 ot 23
s - J1 5 - S~ 8- S- J1228J111J126 S -

Au 23 8p 25Sp 1 Au 23 ot 10
S - Sp28 P S - P P P P S P J126 P
otp11l ot 31 Dm 20
P - P Ot 4 P P P Sp2xS Au 8 - J1 2
0t 31 No 25 Dm 19
Otplz -~ P S - P P P P s P P P
ot 24 0t 31
P - P 0t 4 P P P P S P P P
ot 31
- - - - - - - - 58 - - P
ot 12 - Sp 10t 4Aw29 P P P S P No 5 P
-W 0ot31 -W Dm 20
Au 11 Sp 8No 140t 4 No 10 No 12Sp 6 Sp 12 -0t 24 - Sp 8
Ot 24Sp 30 -W Ot31 ¢W -~W Dm 4 -W - W
No 17 - - 0t 30 No 4 Dm 31 Dm 18 Ot 22 - - ¥No 5 P
0t 31 -vW - W Dm 20
S - Aul6 S - - S- 8- 8- 8-S 8-J12 8-
Sp 25 Sp 6 Sp 28 Au 29 Ot 10 Sp 22 Sp 18 $8p 19 ot 2
- - - - - - - - - - - Au 26
S - - - - - - - - - - - Sp 4
No 17 Sp 25
- - - - - - 0t 15 - - - J126 Au 4
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Scotts A Gar- McPh.
den

S Otsi3 -~

Bluff
Rock Wren S -

Sp 9
Mockingbird -
Gray Catbird -
Brown Thrasher S -

Au 29
American Robin P
Wood Thrush -

Hermit Thrush -

Swainson's Thrush -

Gray-cheeked Thrush -
Veery -

Eastern Bluebird -

Mountain Bluebird Sp 20
ot 10
Townsend's Sp 20
Solitaire - W
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher -
Golden-crowned No 25
Kinglet Im 19
Ruby-crowned Sp 18

Kinglet

p

-8p 1J125
. Sp 17 Sp 25

B S - Sp 16
Sp 19 Sp 22

P Sp 25

B

ot 12

Iin-

Au 9

S -
-¥

J127Sp 6 Sp 16
Sp 20 Sp 24 Sp 19

Au 19 -~
Au 23

Sp

Sp

ot
No

Sp
ot

70t 4
W ot 12

19 -

11 -
14

12 Sp 10
11 Sp 30

Sp 6
Dm 20

No 11

Howard
coln Thom. Hall Adams

ot 4
ot 31

s -
Au 29

S -
Au 25

Qe -

ot 1

S -

Boone

S -
Au 21

S -

Sp 18p 14 au 21

ot 4 s -
Ot 31 Dm 10 Dm 8 Dm 18

S -
Dm 18

S -

]

S -

0t 1

Ot 4 Sp 16 Dm 13 Dm 10

ot 31

0t 30
ot 31

ot 4

0t 10

Lan~

caster

Sp 20
ot 27

Sp 14
Sp 15

J1 14
J1 15

Dm 20

0t 12
- W
Sp 14
No 1

B Saun- Wash. Doug.

ders

S 8-
Sp 5

35 5 -
0t 20

s P

S Jl 4

- 0t 24
ot 25

- Sp 13
0t 24

Sp 19

Sp 19

J1 26
Dm 20

Sarpy

No 21

s -
0t 15

S -
ot 17

s_
Dm 31

g -
Au 23

Sp 10
Dm 19

Au 30
ot 17

Sp 22

J1 9
Au 23

s -
Dm 19

Sp 26
Dm 19
Au 30
ot 23

¢
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Water Pipit
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing

Northern Shrike

Shrike sp.
Loggerhead Shrike

Starling

Bell's Vireo

Yellow-throated Vireo

Solitary Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Philadelphia Vireo
Warbling Vireo
Black-and-white
Warbler

Prothonotary Warbler

Tennessee Warbler

Orange-crowned
Warbler

Nashville Warbler

ot 18

Au 15
Im 7

ot 18
- W

J1 10
Sp 10

Sp 12
ot 10

S

No 17

Sp 7 Ot 1Sp 12 0t 4 Ot 28 No 22 Dm 8 No 28

Otw27 Ot &4

0t 23
- W

Au 15
Sp 5

Au 14

Au 29
Sp 6

]

Sp 18Sp260ti150t 3

Sp 14 Sp 29

ot 31 -W Dm 31
- - - Sp25Dm2l Dm 20
Dm 31
- 0t31 - - Oot2s -
Jl 7 - Jl111 - S - S -
Au 27 Au 20 Sp 15 Au 30
P - P P P P
- - S - - - -
Au 3
- - - Spi14 - spli3
Sp 19 Sp 16
J1l 12 - S - J1 1 Au 23 -
Au 20 J1 15Sp 7
S- S- S+ 5- S- 8-
Sp 20 Au 17 Au 10 Au 9 J1 28 Au 30
J1 3 - - - Sp 3 -
- - ot10 - - -
- 0t 16Sp 38p 14
ot 31 0t 15 Ot 14
ot 15 -~ - - Sp 38p 14

ot 150t 8

- Sp 13 Dm 20 Sp 29

Dm 12

]
t

s & -

Dm 24

ot 31
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Northern Parula

Yellow Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Cape May Warbler

Black-throated Blue W. -

Yellow-rumped
Warbler

Townsend's Warbler

Black~throated
Green Warbler

Cerulean Warbler

Blackburnian Warbler

Chestnut-sided W.
Bay-breasted Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush

Connecticut Warbler
Mourning Warbler

Macgillivray's W.

Sp 16
ot 14

Sp 9
Sp 16

A

B

S

B Saun- Wash. Doug.

Car- McPh, Lin- Howard Boone Lan-
den coln Thom, Hall Adams caster
S - Sp2Sp 8 - S - - S - Sp 12
Sp 7 Sp 18 Au 12 Sp 23
Sp 58p25 - - - - - -
Sp 16
- - - - - - - 853
J131 Au250t150t 3 -~ Sp 140t 2Sp 30
0t 28 0t 3 ot, 31 ot 24 No 4
Au 29 - - - - - - -
Au 31
- - - - - - 0ot 9 -
ot 15
sp 3 - - - - - - -
J118sp 4 - - - - J1298p 16
Au 19 Sp 16 Au 23 Sp 29
- - - - - - - 0t 5
ot 13
- - - - - - Au 28 Sp 28 -
Sp 38p 30

ders

0t 10
ot 31

Sarpy

s -
Jl 11

Au 4

Sp 10
Sp 15
Sp 26

J1l 12
No 30

Sp 26

J1 11

Sp 5
Sp 20

Au 18
Sp 17

S -
Au 26

Sp 6
Sp 25

Au 26

9l
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Common Yellowthroat
Yellow-breasted
Chat

Wilson's Warbler
Canada Warbler
American Redstart
House Sparrow
Bobolink

Eastern Meadowlark

Meadowlark sp.
Western Meadowlark

Yellow~headed

Blackbird
Red-winged

Blackbird

Orchard Oriole
Northern Oriole
Rusty Blackbird

Brewer's Blackbird

Great-tailed Grackle

S- B S~ Sp 1J1 3 - S - - S - s - S
Jl 27 Sp 12 Au 2 Au 15 ot 15 Sp 15
s- s - Splo - - s- - - - -
0t 4 Sp 26 Au 3
Sp 9 FAu23 AulbSp 150t 4 - Ot 7 Au 27 Au 14 -
Sp 17 Sp 19 0t 5Sp 20 Sp 3
- - - - - - - - 8p 3 - -~
- F Au 19 Au 31 - - - - - - -
Sp 20 Sp 10
P B S -~ P P S - P P P P S
0tp29 ot 31
- - 8- - 8- - 8- - 8- - -=
Sp 1 Au 2 J1 27 Sp 6
- - 8- - S§5- - 8- - - s5-8
ot 29 Jl1 1 Au 2 0t 26
- - - - - - - P - Dm20 -
P B S - S - P S - 8s- 8- 8
Nop2b Ot 7 Ot 31 Sp 1 Dm 4 Dm 10
J111s8 8~ 8- g1 1 - _ - = _ .
Dm 19 No 2 0t 11
P B P S - S - S - S - - P S -8
Ot 11 - W Ot 31 Au 25 Dm 20
S- 8 8- 8-~ S - - S- Au 9 8~ 3 - -
Au 29 Au 20 Au 28 J1 3 Au 28 Au 21 J1 15
§- 5 S- S- S- - §- S- S- s-5
52 9 Sp 34au3lspi2 Sp 5Sp 158p 6 Sp 11
- - - - - - - Dm 20 - - -
Sp 238 Sp 24 - - - - - - J1 10 -
0t 10 Jlig

S - J126 8 -
Sp 13Sp 19 0t &4

Au 29 - Au 18
Sp 5 Sp 29

- - Au 18
Sp 1

- - S -
Sp 17
P P P

- - g -
Dm 26

- Dm 20 P

- J126 S -
No 5 Dm 19

- Dm 20 S -
No 20

S- S8S- 8-
No 29 Dm 20 Dm 20
S - - s -
Au 15 Au 26
S - - S -
Sp 5 Dm 12
- - 0t 20
Dm 19
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Common Grackle

Brown-headed
Cowblrd

Western Tanager

Scarlet Tanager

Summer Tanager
Cardinal

Rose~breasted

Grosbeak
Black~headed

Grosbeak

Blue Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Lazuli Bunting
Dickelssel
Bvening Grosbeak

Purple Finch

Cassin's Finch
House Finch
Pine Grosbeak

Scotts A Gar-
Bluff

g -
Dn 19

s -
0t 10

Sp 1

Au
Sp

Au
J1

Au

14
16

29

17

14

McPh, Lin- Howard Boone Lan-
den coln Thom, Hall Adams caster
BS- 8~-J1 38- §- 8- 8- 8-
Nopi4 Ot 11 0t 310t 1Dm 130t 2 Dm 20
s - J1 5J91 3 8- §- 8- 8- 8-~
Sp Ot 318p 1Sp258p 15N0 9
s - - - - - - - -
- - - - - g - - - -
Au 1
- P - P s - P P P P
ot 31
- - - - - S - - S~ 8-
) Au 2 Au 21 Au 4
sJ131 - - s - - - - Note
Au 15 Au 17
- 8 - - A 7 - - - S- 8-
Sp 7 Au 21 Au 7
s - - - - S - - S- S -~
Au 30 Au 21 0t 12
S Au 13 - - - - - - -
Au 25
- S - - S - - S~ S~ S- 8-
J1 17 Au 22 Au 2 Au 9 Au 15 Au 30
-Nol70t 1 - 0t & - ©Nol2 - -
No 19 Dm 7
-0t2 - VNoilsk - - Noil4 - No20
Dm 31
s - - - - - - - -
- P - P Ot 4 - - - -

B

s

Saun- Wash. Doug.

ders Sarpy
$- J12 § -
No 7 Dm 20 Dm 31
S - No 5 8 -

Au 1 Dm 20 Dm 19

- - s -
Sp 9
- - J1 19
P No 5 P
Dm 20
S - J12 S -
Sp 5 ot 7
- - S -
Au 17
$- - 8-
Au 8 Sp 21
S- - 8=
ot 10 Au 25
- - No ¢
m 6
0t 20 Dm 20 Ot 3
No 29 Dm 27
- - No 12

el
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Common Redpoll
Pine Siskin

American Goldfinch
Red Crossbill
White~winged

Crossbill
Rufous-sided

Towhee
Lark Bunting
Savannah Sparrow

Grasshopper Sparrow

Le Conte's Sparrow

Vesper Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Dark-gyed Junco
Trge Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Clay-colored

Sparrow

Brewer's Sparrow

J1
Sp

Sp
ot
Sp

Sp
Dm

Sp

ot
Sp

- B

-
O
)

17 8
L

78

17
16 8
31

4 -
31

10
21 -

- - - - - - - - - - -  Dm 10
Sp 17 - Dm 27 Au 17 - Nol2 - ©No29-0t24 - Sp 30
Dmw16 -W ot 3l Dm 31 Dm 31 Dm 31

P - P Aul7? P P P P S P P P

ot 31
ot*12 - - A1y - - - No 3- - - 8p 26
No 13 0t 31 Dm 20 Dm 10

- - - Aul7 - - - - - - - No 30
Sps13Sp 10 - Au 17 S - - Dnm Sp3S S~ Dm20 S -
ot 11 ot 12 0t 31 Au 29 Dm 20 Ot 25 Im 17
s - - Au 2 -~ S - - - - - - - -
Sp 23 Au.20 Au 4
Sp 18 Sp 24 - - - - 0t - - - - 8p 22

© Sp 25 0t 28

S - Ji131 8 - - S - - S s- 8 85 - - s -

Au 8 J1 3 Au 3 ot Sp 1 Au 1 J1l 21
- - - - - - 0t 26 - - - 0t 28
S- - sp3o0ot 4 - - Sp - - -« spilgot 16

Sp 24 ot

§S- S§-J1 30t 4 8- - $- 8§ - - -

Sp 6J1 5Au 2 Au 26 J1 26

0t 128p22Sp 6 0t 30t 10Sp 300t 20t 1 - Ot 10 No 5 Sp 28

-W Ot 9 -wWw Ot31 -w - W -W - W «W Dm20 - W
0t 18 - ©No11 0t 4 No 3Dm 31 0t2L0t 7 -0t 20No 50t 7

- W -W Ot 31 -W - W - W - W Dm20 - W
J1238p22 - S- S§- 8- 8- S+ -Au 8 - § -
Sp 24 Ot 31 Au 6 Ot 24 Ot 15 0t 30 Ot 20 ot 29

- Au24 - Ot &4 - 0t10 - - - - -

Sp 29
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Field Sparrow
Harris' Sparrow
White~-crowned

Sparrow
White~throated

Sparrow

Fox Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow

Song Sparrow

McCown's Longspur

Lapland Longspur

Chestnut-col-
lared Longspur

Snow Bunting

Scotts
Bluff

J1 17
Dm 19

0t 10

A Gar-

den

ot 7

ot 12

ot 2

- 0t 14Au 20t 4 No 20 No 15
Ot 31 Dm 28

ot 9

McPh, Lin~

Howard
coln Thom, Hall Adams

s Sp 80t14 S -
0t 31 Au 12

-~ Sp290ti18 0t 40t 150t 7
-W Ot 31 Dm26

- Sp2l Otk ot 4Nois

-W 0t 31

- 0Ot

I

S -

- W

Boone Lan-
caster

§- 8-
ot 4 Au 30

ot 4 0t 26
- W Dm 31

0t 2 Dm 20

ot 28p 22
Dm 31

0t 2 8p 23
0t 15 0t 23

Au 21 -

Au 21 Au 8
Ot 21 Dm 20

0t 24 Dm 20

- No 14
Dm 20

B Saun- Wash.
ders

S

S

- J1 26

Dm 12

ot

0ot
0ot

ot
No

ot

10 No 5
W Dm 20

3 -
25
3 Dm 20
14

31 -

19 -
25
Sp 19
Dm 20

- J1 26
5 Dm 20

- Dm 20

- Dm 20

Doug,
Sarpy
S -
Dm 19

ot 7
Dm 31

ot 7
No 2
Sp 26

ot 10

ot

£33 v

02
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