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2019 - 2020

RURAL DRUG ADDICTION RESEARCH CENTER
From Synapse To Society

By Paige DeBrie

Our objective over the course of the summer and the school year was to help develope a new
branch of the REACH Lab called Rural Drug Addiction Research center. This branch consisted
mainly with the usage of drugs accross the midwest. It wasn't until 2018 that the drug crisis hit
the midwest incrreasing by 48% bringing attention to rural drug use. We were here to help trans-
late those findings into something the more general public would understand as well as help with
spreading awareness to the community.

What is the RDAR Center?

Our mission is fo understand the manifold experiences of people who use drugs in the
rural Midwest. The center’s core 5-year study is made possible by the National Instfitute of
General Medical Science’s Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence program.The RDAR
center brings together researchers who focus on brain chemistry, social patterns of drug
use, epigenetic understandings of biology and experience, and others. Working together,
our goal is fo understand the full range of the effects of substance use from the synapse
through society. Our hope is that this research will help rural communities in our region un-
derstand regional substance use experiences and inform outreach, prevention, and freat-
ment efforts.
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Jetirey A. Smith is an Associale Professor al the Department of Sociology at
tha Liniversity of Nebraska-Lincoln. His resaarch exploras mathodological ana
substantive problems relatad 1o natworks, individuals, and tha broader social
context. Ha has done mathodological work on network sampling and missing
data, developing naw technigues to maka inference about network properties

Family-Based Risk and Protection for
Adolescent Substance Misuse.

Dr. Wiley D. Jenkins is currently a
Research Associate Professor at the
Southem lllinois University School of

Medicine in Springlield, Illincis, where

his primary role is Chief Division of
Epidemiology and Biostatistics within
the Department ol Population

Dr. Mai Tuyet Pho is an infectious
diseases physician and health out-
comes researcher. Her work seeks
to improve health outcomes and
public policy at the intersection of
HIV, HCV, and substance use. She
served as the Interim Chief Medical

from incompleta data. His more substanthe work has axplored network struc-
ture in adolescance, status hisrarchias, as wall as changes In discussion nat-
works across tima, with a focus on shifts in homophlly. He is also currsntly

Dr. W, Alex Masan |s the Gertrude Marie Morrow-Steve Endowed Chair of
Clinical Research and Senior Director of the Child and Family Translational

1 Research Center at Boys Town. His applied research interests include the
working on a new project on nural drug-use and networks, This project will b g
study the risk factors associatnd with fural drug use, looking at the social net- developmental eticlogy and fumily-focgsed prevention of adnlescgnl and young
work dynamics and behavioral contexts that contribute 1o ovardoss risk and adull substance misuse and co-occurring problems. He also has interests in
Increased risk of addiction longitudinal and intervention-related methods and data analytic techniques.

Science and Policy.His current Officer at the llinois Department of
NIH/NIDA grant is addressing Public Health and is leading muiti-
Infectious diseases associated with ple efforts around the prevention of
opioid use in rural counties. opioid overdose and HIVIHCV
transmission at the Department.

*This event is FREE and open to the general public and UNL community.
For more information visit our website rdarunledu
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