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Foreign Investment in the American and Canadian
West, 1870-1914: An Annotated Bibliogra-
phy. By Anne T. Ostrye. Metuchen, N.J. &
London: Scarecrow Press, 1986. Introduc-
tion, appendixes, indexes. viii+192 pp.

$19.50.

Anne Ostrye, head of reference in the
William Coe Library at the University of
Wyoming, has compiled a useful annotated
bibliography of foreign investment in the
North American West. This region includes
the tier of states from Texas through the
Dakotas and westward to the Pacific (with
some information from farther east) and those
provinces from Manitoba through British
Columbia, the Yukon, and the Northwest
Territories. The foreign investments identified
are primarily British, although some Dutch,
French, and German ventures are also noted
(and after 1900 American investments in
Canada).

The bibliography is organized under four
categories. First, Ostrye lists the standard
general works on foreign investment in North
America. Next, a section on the American
West surveys contemporary accounts in books
and government documents, periodical articles
from the historical era, and more recent
scholarly books, articles, and theses on the
topic. Third, the same types of sources are
surveyed for the Canadian West, and lastly
various manuscript collections in North Amer-
ica, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands,
and France are listed. Throughout the compi-
lation Ostrye includes detailed annotations for
all of the citations. Four useful appendixes list

the names of many of the British companies
which operated in the West. Separate subject
and author indexes at the back are also of
great help to researchers.

Scholars using this helpful guide should be
aware that it is not comprehensive. Examples
of general works omitted are book-length
studies by Peter L. Payne, D.C.M. Platt, and
Matthew Simon. The section which includes
foreign travelers’ accounts misses a number of
important sources as does the list of periodical
articles from the era, thus emphasizing the
need for comprehensive bibliographies on each
of these topics. A number of specialized
secondary works are also omitted, including
important studies by Allan G. Bogue, W. G.
Kerr, Homer E. Socolofsky, Oscar O. Winth-
er, and others. The section on manuscript
collections fails to mention the most important
British archive for this topic, the London
Stock Exchange and the Stock Exchange Year-
Book and related publications. Nor does the
guide note that important records on alien
investment firms are located in the corpora-
tions sections of the secretaries of state offices
in U.S. state capitals.

Scholars paging through the guide will
readily discover a host of topics which need
initial or additional research. It is hoped that
Ostrye and other bibliographers will build on
this significant 1986 compilation to publish a
comprehensive guide to foreign investment in
all regions of North (and South) America.

LARRY A. MCFARLANE
Department of History
Northern Arizona University
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