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Abstract: 

 

An institutional repository (IR) is a digital collection that archives and provides access to 

an institution's scholarly and creative output, such as a university, research organization, 

or museum. The purpose of an IR is to collect, preserve, and share the intellectual work 

of an institution, making it accessible to a wider audience. An IR typically includes 

research articles, conference papers, theses and dissertations, preprints, reports, datasets, 

multimedia, and other scholarly and creative works produced by faculty, staff, and 

students. An institutional profile in Google Scholar can function as an institutional 

repository. While it may not have all the features and functionalities of a traditional 

institutional repository, it can still provide a platform for institutions to share and 

showcase their research output. 
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Introduction:  

 

What is an institutional repository? The answer is quite detailed. An institutional 

repository (IR) is a digital archive used to collect, store, and disseminate the scholarly 

output of an institution, such as a university or research organization. Institutional 

repositories can be used to store various materials, including research articles, conference 

papers, datasets, theses and dissertations, and multimedia content (Jabbar A., et al., 

2020).  

Chukwueke, C., et al. (2020) explain the terminology of IR. The primary purpose of an 

institutional repository is to provide open access to the scholarly output of an institution; 

this means that researchers, students, and the general public can access an institution's 

research output without needing a subscription or payment. The content stored in an 

institutional repository is often peer-reviewed and can be used to support teaching, 

research, and scholarship.  

Institutional repositories are usually managed by the library or the office of research at an 

institution. They can be hosted either locally or remotely, and they may use open-source 

or proprietary software to manage the content. 

 

(Bashir S. et al. (2022) focus on the benefits of IR that institutional repositories can 

provide other benefits, such as increasing the visibility of an institution's research output, 

facilitating collaboration among researchers, and preserving institutional knowledge.  

Here are some examples of institutional repositories: 

1. Harvard University Institutional Repository (DASH): https://dash.harvard.edu/ 

2. MIT Open Access Articles: https://oaarticles.mit.edu/ 

3. University of California eScholarship: https://escholarship.org/ 

4. Cornell University eCommons: https://ecommons.cornell.edu/ 

5. The University of Michigan Deep Blue: https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/ 

6. The University of Oxford Research Archive (ORA): https://ora.ox.ac.uk/ 

7. University of Cape Town Institutional Repository: https://open.uct.ac.za/ 

8. The University of Texas Digital Repository: https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/ 

9. The University of Edinburgh Research Archive 

(ERA): https://www.era.lib.ed.ac.uk/ 

https://dash.harvard.edu/
https://oaarticles.mit.edu/
https://escholarship.org/
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/
https://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/
https://open.uct.ac.za/
https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/
https://www.era.lib.ed.ac.uk/


10. Australian National University Digital Collections: https://openresearch-

repository.anu.edu.au/ 

We are presenting a one and small overview of DASH. Digital Access to Scholarship at 

Harvard (DASH) is the institutional repository for the scholarly output of Harvard 

University. It is a digital archive that provides open access to the research output of the 

Harvard community, including faculty, staff, students, and affiliates. It contains journal 

articles, books, book chapters, conference papers, working papers, theses and 

dissertations, and multimedia content or content related to specific fields of study. 

 

This repository supports the mission of the parent organization (Harvard University) to 

advance knowledge, to promote collaboration and research by making it easier for 

scholars to access and share their work (Xu, Z. et al., 2022). 

  

What is Google Scholar? Google Scholar is a powerful, free search engine that indexes 

scholarly literature, including articles, theses, books, conference papers, and other 

research publications. It was launched by Google in 2004, and it aims to provide a 

comprehensive and easy-to-use tool for researchers, students, and anyone interested in 

academic research. 

 

Google Scholar uses an algorithm to search for scholarly index content from various 

academic publishers, repositories, and other sources, including universities, professional 

organizations, and online databases. It explores multiple disciplines, including science, 

technology, medicine, social sciences, and humanities. 

 

Goldenfein, J., & Griffin, D. (2022) applauses the services of Google Scholar, as per their 

words that Google Scholar provides several helpful features such as; 1) citation 

information, including the number of times other articles have cited an article; 2) it 

provides automatic indexing, 3) provides citation metrics for publications, and the 

author's h-index, 4) it customizes profile and allows researchers to customize their 

profiles by adding their affiliations, research interests, and profile picture, 5) It allows 

researchers to manage their publications by adding new publications, merging duplicate 

https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/
https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/


entries, and correcting errors, and 6) it also allows researchers to find and connect with 

other researchers working on similar topics.  

  

 

How does an institutional repository help library professionals? The answer given by 

Khan, M. K., & Sheikh, A. (2022) that library professionals can benefit from an 

institutional repository in several ways, including a) Institutional repositories promote 

open access to scholarly works, which can aid researchers who may need access to 

expensive journals or publications. Library professionals can use institutional repositories 

to facilitate open access and help researchers disseminate their work more widely; b) 

Institutional repositories can help to preserve institutional knowledge by providing a 

central location for storing and accessing research outputs. It will help ensure that critical 

research is kept and remembered over time.  

 

Rafiq, M. (2022) supports Khan with words that library professionals can facilitate 

research collaboration by providing a platform for sharing research outputs. They can use 

it to share their work more efficiently; d) library professionals can increase the visibility 

of an institution's research output by making it more easily discoverable through search 

engines and other online tools. It raises an institution's and its researchers' profile; e) 

library professionals can provide metrics on the use and impact of research outputs, 

which can help assess the effectiveness of research initiatives and make data-driven 

decisions. 

 

Can Google Scholar allows researchers to create their institutional profile? Yes, Google 

Scholar will enable researchers to develop their institutional profile. An institutional 

profile in Google Scholar is a page that displays the publications of all researchers 

affiliated with a particular institution. It is used to showcase the institution's research 

output and provide an overview of its scholarly impact. 

 

What is the mechanism for creating an institutional repository on Google Scholar? The 

institution must first set up a Google Scholar account to create an institutional profile in 



Google Scholar. Once the account is created, the institution can verify its affiliation with 

Google Scholar by providing information such as its name and domain. 

 

After the affiliation is verified, Google Scholar will automatically generate an 

institutional profile page that lists the publications of all researchers affiliated with the 

institution. You can customize this page by adding a logo, a description of the institution, 

and links to the institution's website and social media accounts, for example.  

 

An example of institutional repository  

 
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=E1Y7PDMAAAAJ&view_op=list

_works&sortby=pubdate  

 

 

You can upload articles in two ways; 1) Add articles, with the search of the title of an article on 

Google, DOI (Digital Optical Identifier), and real hyperlink; it will appear automatically.  

 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=E1Y7PDMAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=E1Y7PDMAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate


 
 

2) Add the article manually; in this portion or a way, you can add all bibliographic information 

of an article; author name, the title of the article, publication date (year), name of journal, volume 

& issue of a journal, pages, and the name of the publisher.  

   

 
 

 



How does an institutional repository help library professionals? Library professionals can benefit 

from an institutional repository in several ways, including, a) Institutional repositories promote 

open access to scholarly works, benefiting researchers who may need access to expensive 

journals or publications. Library professionals can use institutional repositories to facilitate open 

access and help researchers disseminate their work more widely; b) Institutional repositories can 

help to preserve institutional knowledge by providing a central location for storing and accessing 

research outputs; c) Library professionals can facilitate research collaboration by providing a 

platform for sharing research outputs; d) library professionals can increase the visibility of an 

institution's research output by making it more easily discoverable through search engines and 

other online tools, e) library professionals can provide metrics on the use and impact of research 

outputs, which can help assess the effectiveness of research initiatives and making data-driven 

decisions. 
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