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1990 (SIXTY-FIFTH) SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT

Two hundred and ninety species are listed on this report from 13 locatior
plus 17 counties reported in five “spot check’ counties. The 1989 figur,
were 289 species from 13 locations, plus 7 ““spot check’ columns involvi;
36 counties; in 1988, 306 from 15 locations, plus 13 “‘spot check’’ coluny
involving 34 counties; in 1987, 288 from 13 locations and 6 ‘‘spot cheg|
columns involving 9 counties; and 1986, 304 from 13 locations and 9 “‘sg
check’’ columns involving 24 counties.

The ““spot check’’ columns are for infrequent visits to an area and the la
of an entry for a particular species may be due to visits at the wrong tin
or inadequate observing time. The average reader can just take the sy
bols in these columns as indicating that the species was present; those w|
want to know when and in which county can get that information by decodii
the symbols, which are given separately for each column. The symbols ha
different significance in each column.

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) ords
with the northernmost of locations with approximately equal longitude list
first. Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period.

The symbols used in the regular columns are:

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months.

P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the san
individuals may not be present during the whole year and the numbers m;
vary greatly.

Scotts A B C Lin- Howard D Polk Cedar Saun}
Sioux Bluff Dawes coln Hall Knox ders
Common Loon - Ap 28 - - == - - - - - - -
Je 5§
Pied~billed My 1My16 - d-bMy 1 =~ Mr21DAp 7 Ap 8 My 5:
Grebe My 26 My 10 Je 9 e (- S) My 24 Je 30
Horned Grebe - - - - ~d My 12 - - e - - -
My 13
Eared Grebe Ap 25 Mr 27 - d--My 5 - Ap22eMy 5Ap 29 -~
Ap 29 My 26 My 12 My 2 f
Western Grebe Ap 25 Ap 21 - d-b - - My 5 - - - -
My 26 f Je 9
American White Ap 27 Mr 29 - d - b Ap 10 Ap 27 Ap 11 b Ap 16 Ap 12 Ap 14
Pelican Ap 30 Je 30 f Je30My 7Je 9 f Ap 22 '
Double-crested My 1 Ap 21 ~ d-bAp 5 Ap 8 Ap 11 b Ap 16 Ap 12 Ap 17
Cormorant Je 30 f Je 30 Ap 21 Je 9 f My 24 Je 9
American - - - --f - - My 2 - - - -
Bittern My 12
Great Blue Ap 10 P Ap 26 d a A Mr 25 Ap 18 Mr 11 d Ja 1 Ap 10 Ja 27
Heron . Je 29 g E Je 30 Je 30 My 12 -8 Je 30 My 12

Great Egret - - - - - - - - Je 9-My 9 - -
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(p) for probable permanent species for which reports were not spread over
the whole period.

- S to indicate the compiler knows the species remained after 30 June,
put the lack of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species
did not remain.

W - to indicate the species was present before 1 January.

W - S to indicate a species which arrived before 1 January and remained
after 30th of June. It is similar to P, but the pattern is not always true.

x and a month indicates that the exact date in the month was not reported.

* to indicate a comment in the text.

° to indicate there were no records between the dates given and that in-
formation was available to the compiler. Where information on shorter gaps
in records was available to the compiler there is comment in the text.

# to indicate that information on Whooping Crane sightings for these
columns is given in the Whooping Crane report, page 87. Also, there were
reports for counties not shown in the tabulation.

The number of species reported (using only confirmed Whooping Crane
sightings), contributors (to the extent known), and special comments by coun-
ties and then by ‘“‘spot check” columns are:

1

Lan—’ Da- {‘ E Doug. Cass Blaine, see column C
caster k“”‘\,\ Sarpy Box Butte, see column A
- Y - ap 5 - Cass (and Otoe), Elmwood, 168 species,
j | My 27 Gertrude Wood, reporter, Kevin DeGarmo, Ray
AP 4?(“21 c Mr 24 Ap 19 T. Korpi, Mable B. Ott,.DonaId Wood and (5
My 11iJe 8| My 20 My 5 May) the Audubon Society of Omaha Spring
- ap 13]- e 17 - Bird Count. Ray Korpi reported that Whip-poor-
lap 19)  Ap 21 wills and Mourning Warblers were at Mrs.
i Korpi's folk’s place, east of Schram Park (Sar-
35 ?8 ‘”;‘15 22 :15 }3 Ap py Co.) before 25 May. The Baird’s Sparrow
L was seen in Otoe Co. about 3.5 miles south
f ) ) and 2 east of Elmwood. Mrs. Wood studied the
& bird carefully and heard it sing. The Le Conte’s
W Zige 27 Ap R My 2 Sparrow was banded in Otoe Co. by Mrs. Ott.
) Cedar, Laurel, 163 species, David Stage,
Mr 20 7 Mr 27 Ap 19 i
i 97‘3 21 | o e 12 reporter, Tanya Bray, Lois Stage.

Chase, see column B
- - Cherry, see column C
Cheyenne, see column A

ap 84ap 30 )c Mr 18 Ap 12 Cuming, see column E
Ap 23€-S | Je 28 My 5

Ap 23p 25 I- Ap 20 Je 12
| ! My 15



Snowy Egret

Little Blue
Heron

Cattle Egret
Green-backed
Heron

Black-crowned
Night-Heron

White-faced Ibis

Tundra Swan
Trumpeter Swan
Greater White-

fronted Goose

Snow Goose

Ross’ Goose

Canada Goose
Wood Duck

Green-winged
Teal
Am. Black Duck

Mallard

Northern Pintail

Blue-winged
Teal

Cinnamon Teal
Northern
Shoveler
Gadwall
American
Wigeon

Canvasback

Sioux Bluff Dawes

Mr

Ap

Ap

Ap

Ap

Ap

Ap

Mr
Ap

5

10

30

19

20

19

10

20
19

Scotts

Mr

7

Mr 27

My 26

P

W -

My

Mr
My

Ap
Fe
My
Mr
My
My

Mr

29
26

28

28
26

Je 11

o~

[ g

[ R

[ e

Lin-
coln

My 12
My 14

Mr 20
Mr 27

Ja 10
Ja 21

Ap 15
Je 30

Ap 2
Ap 10

Ap 10
Ap 20

Fe 10
My 30

Ap 15
Ap 30

My 1
My 12

Ap 10
Ap 20

Howard
Hall

Ap 26

Ap 29
Je 30

Fe 10
Mr 29

Mr 6
Je 30

Mr 11
My 7

Mr 11

27

Mr
Je

13
30

Mr
Ap 8

Mr
My 1

Fe
Ap

Mr 5

Knox

Ap 28
My 12

Ap 22
My 12

My 2
Je 9

Ap 20
Ap 27

Mr 10
Ap 11

Mr 10
Mr 21

Mr 10
Ap 22

Mr 10
Je 9

Mr 19
My 12

Mr 10

Mr 10
Je 9

Mr 10
My 12

Mr 21
My 12

Mr 10
Je 9

Mr 10
Je 9

Mr 10
My 12

Mr 10
Mr 25

D Polk Cedar

~ My 12 Ap 29

- Ap 22 -

Mr 16
Mr 21

b Fe 10 Mr 9
e Ap 15 Ap 29

b Fe 10 Mr 9
f Ap 15 Ap 18

bJa 1
e Ap 15

Mr 9
Ap 12

bAp 1
G (- S)

Mr 22
Je 28

B Mr 18
G Ap 1

Ap 8
Ap 29

BJa 1
G (- 8)

Ja 1
Je 30

- Fe 9
Ap 15

Ja 25
Mr 21

D Mr 25 Ap 8
G Ap 15 My 18

- Ap 29 Ap 10

B Mr 18
f Ap 15

Ja 5§
My 24

B Mr 18
G Ap 15

Ja 1
Ap 29

A Mr 18
G Ap 15

Mr 16
Ap 29
b Ap 10 Ap 12
Ap 29

saun.
ders

My 12
-8

Mr
Ap

Mr
Ap T7¢

Ap 7
My 26

Ap 13
Ap 14

Fe 18
Ap 147
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Lan- : Da- 'E

caster: kota;

My 13

My 5§My 1b

Je 2

Fe 12
Ap 23

-

-8

Mr 11}

Mr 22|

Mr 4 Mr 11]-

Ap 23

Ap 3|

- iMro11

P ' Mr 11 g
P Je 29

!

1

Ap 12!

My 11|

-5

Mr 11 F

_S\

Fe 22 Mr 10 I-

My 18!

|
i

P
Mr
Mr 2§

§
Mr 22
My 11

Mr 22
My 18

Fe 22
My 18

Fe 22
My 10

Fe 22
Mr 4

Ap 14
i
]

Mr 8'a
8

- S

Mr 11
Mr 24

Doug.
Sarpy

My 12
Je 3

Je 1
Ap 22
Je 28

Ap x
Je 14

Ap 20
Ap 26

Mr*21
Ap 9

w._
Ap 21

w_
Fe 27
Je 30

w-
My 3

w_
Je 28

w_
My 5

Mr 27
Je 7

Mr 17
My 31

Mr 21
My 13

Ja 1
My 10

Mr 22
My 12

Cass

My 16

Ap 25
My 5

Mr 20

Fe 7

Mr 4
Mr 29
My 5

Mr 27
My 5

Mr 6
My 5

Mr 18
My 5

Mr 27
My 5

Ap 14
My 5
Ap 14

Ap 14

Ap 7

Dakota (and northern Thurston), South Sioux
City, 168 species, Bill Huser, reporter. Mr.
Huser commented: This past dry spring, follow-
ing two dry years, left virtually no marsh or
mudflat habitats in the county, so several
species which use these two habitats are un-
characteristically missing from this report. He
was out of the county much of mid-May, which
may explain the absence of a few common
species. He used “NR” for common birds seen
several times in lowa Missouri River habitat,
but not actually seen in Dakota Co. In all cases
these common species were certain to be in
the similar habitat on the Nebraska side. No
return visit was made to check the status of the
Chuck-will’'s-widow. The Yellow Warbler was
considered very early. The Black-billed Magpie
has been seen regularly since last fall. This
would be at least the third consecutive year of
breeding in the county. House Finches are now
regularly seen in the county. There were other
sightings of Mourning Warblers in Sioux City,
lowa, so this must have been an exceptional
year for this species this far west.

Dawes, Crawford, 63 species, Jim Minyard,
reporter, Hope Minyard, David Stage. Mr.
Stage, 11 June, picked up some species not
found in the Minyard’s vicinity.

Dawson, see Lincoln

Dixon, see column D

Douglas (and Sarpy) Omaha and Bellevue,
219 species, Tanya E. Bray,

R. G. Cortelyou. Ruth C. Green, Alan G.
Grenon, C. E. Johnson, Babs and Loren
Padelford, Robert and Kathleen Rose,
reporters, Jim Ault, Russ Benedict, Mark Dietz,
Gary Garaband, Jim Glather, Twink Gorgen,
Emma Johnson, Mark Lind, Wanda
Neaderhiser, Alice Rushton, David Starr, lone
Werthman, Rick Wright. White-fronted Goose
and Common Merganser were also reported 1
January. In the first week of March, Mrs. Green
found at least five different sizes of Canadas
on Offutt Base Lake (Sarpy Co.) They ranged
from the Cackling Goose, the size of a Mallard,
to ones four or five times larger, possibly Giant
Canadas. One of the Peregrine Falcons raised
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Redhead

Ring-necked Duck

Greater Scaup

Lesser Scaup

Oldsquaw

Common Goldeneye
Bufflehead
Hooded

Merganser

Common
Merganser

Red-breasted
Merganser

Ruddy Duck

Turkey Vulture

Osprey

Bald Eagle

Northern

Harrier

Sharp-shinned
Hawk

Cooper’s Hawk
Red-shouldered
Hawk

Broad-winged
Hawk

Swainson’s
Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

Ferruginous

Rough-legged
Hawk

Ap 10
Ap 30

My 1

Ap 10

My 1

My 2
Je 11

Ap 20

Ap 10
Je 11

Ap 25

Fe 28
My 26

Mr 2
My 16

Mr 8
My 26

Ja 3
My 16

Mr 8
My 16

Ja 3
My 16

Ap 9
Mr 8
My 16
Ap 17
Ap 22
Ap 23

w_
My 23

(p)

w_
Ap 29

Ap*28

Mr 10
My 26

(p)

My 22
Je 21

(p)

[=PNe]

My 8
My 12

Fe 26
Je 30

My 2
My 14

Mr 10

Ap 4

Fe 10
Mr 8

Ap 25
Je 30

Fe 20
Mr 30

w_
Mr 28

Mr 24
Mr 25

Mr 29
My 26

My 26

Ap 19

Ja 6
Fe 20

My 7

Ap 24
Ap 26

Mr 27
Ja 6
Fe 2
Fe 3

My 10

Ap 19

My 7

(p)

Ja 23
My 26

Mr 10
Je 9

Mr 10
My 12

Mr 10
My 12

w_
Mr 25

Mr 10
My 12

Mr 10
Mr 25

Ap 20

w-
Mr 25

Ja 21
My 5

Mr 25

Ja 21

My 5

Ap 29

Ap 14
My 24

Ja 21
Mr 10

A

G

Mr 25
Ap 15

Mr 25

Mr 18
Ap¥15

Ap 1

Mr 18
Ap 15

Fe 9
Ap 1

Ap 13

My 18
(- 8)

Ja¥ 1
Fe 9

Ja 10
Ap 1

Ja 12

Ap 9
Ap 29

Mr 16
Ap 29

Ja 1
My 24

Ja §

Ja 1
Ap 29

Ja 1
Ap 12

Ja 10
My 24

Ap 8
Ap 12

Ja 1
Ap 29

Mr 16
Ap 29

Mr 16
Ap 22

Ap 21
My 24

Ap 29
My 24

Ja 1
Ap 21

Ja b
My 22

w_
Mr 21

Ja 29
Ap 17

Ap 8
Je 30

w_
Mr 25

Mr
Ap

Ap
My

Ap

Fe
Mr

17
7

13
5

14

11
14

My*27-

Ap
Ap
Je
Ap
My

Ap

Ap

Ja

Ap

13

22
27

13

27

14
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Lan- | Da- E Doug. Cass

caster kota| Sarpy

Fe 22
Mr 22

Fe 22
Ap 5

Fe 22
My 11

Fe 22
Mr 4

Fe 22
My 5

Mr 22
Mr 25

Fe 22
Mr 29

Mr 22
My 18

Mr 22
Je 30

Ap 23
Fe 22
Mr 22

Fe 22

W -
r 25

Mr 9-

Mr 28
My 8| Ap 21
; |
Mr 7{- Mr 22
iAp 14| Ap 21
- |- Ap 17
}Mr 9l- Mr 4
lMy 8‘ My 13
b= - -
[ w - [— W -
iAp 11| Ap 13
\
iMr 9| - Fe 17
My 6 My 13
Mr 9\— Ap 13
Ap 15
W- |- Mrx 4
| Mr 11 My 5
| Mr 14}- Mr 21
IMr 16! Ap 18
iMr 21[- Mr 21
My 28] My 10
My 10/- Ap 6
Pe 14 Je 28
| - - ap 22
W - F w-
Mr 11| Mr 28
|
WJa 1 - Mr 21
Ap 8
W= |- Fe28
| iJe 3
| !
- 0= Ape 7
Je 14
- - Mr 21
Je 27
I - - Ap 20
My 10
- - Ap 15
My 13
P :c P
g
Fe 11 - -

Mr 24

Mr 24

Mr 24

Ap 7

Ap 6

W -

My 5

Mr 24

Ap 12

w_
Ja 17
(p)

(p)

(p)

Ap 18

(p)

Ja 10

Mr 18

last year returned and stayed around, but was
not reported by any of the reporters. The 12
April date was for an adult plumaged bird seen
over the Missouri River from the Bellevue
bridge; the 27 May bird was a brown-plumaged
bird seen at the north end of Cunningham Lake
(northern Douglas Co.) On 27 April there was
a bird alert for a Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and
many local birders saw the bird. But after the
discoverer discussed his photographs of the
bird with an outside authority he changed his
identification to Pectoral Sandpiper. This note
is to make clear that the report was not
overlooked. A Bohemian Waxwing was sighted
6 June, in lowa maybe five miles or so from this
sighting. There was a gap in reported sighting
of Yellow-headed Blackbirds from 22 May to
29 June.

Dundy, see column B

Garden, see column A

Garfield, see column C

Hall (and Howard), Grand Island and Cairo,
123 species, Helen Seim, Bill Lemburg,
reporters, Gary Lingle, Drew Justin, Scott
Purdy, Pat Scroggins, Ruth Straunch. The
Broad-winged Hawk was a dark morph which
perched behind Gary Lingle’s house.

Hamilton, see Polk

Hayes, see column B

Hitchcock, see column B

Howard, see Hall

Knox, Creighton, 173 species, Mark A.
Brogie, reporter, Ed M. Brogie, Ellen L. Brogie,
David Stage. The Western Kingbird on 22 April
was the earliest Mr. Stage remembers for Knox
Co.

Lancaster, Lincoln, 190 species, Larry
Einemann, Paul Kaufman, Thomas Labedz,
Mabel B. Ott, Babs and Loren Padelford,
reporters, Frank Andelt, Eao Carson, John
Dinan, Nancy Hall, Karla Kaufman, David
Stage. The Peregrine Falcon, which was in
downtown Lincoln, was an unbanded adult.

Lincoln, North Platte, 117 species, Mrs.
Howard Wyman, reporter. On 26 May, Mark
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Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin

Peregrine Falcon
Prairie Falcon

Gray Partridge

Ring-necked
Pheasant

Gr. Prairie-Chic.
Sharp-tailed Gr.
Wild Turkey
Northern

Bobwhite

Virginia Rail
Sora

American Coot

Sandhill Crane

Whooping Crane
Bl-bellied Plover

Lesser
Golden-Plover

Snowy Plover

Semipalmated
Plover

Piping Plover
Killdeer
American Avocet
Greater

Yellowlegs

Yellowlegs sp.

(p)

(p)

Ap 19

Mr 25

Ap 20

Mr 16
Je 11

Ap 21

Ap 19
Ap 25

w_
Myl6

Ja 20

Mr 27
My 16

Ap 11
Ap 21

Mr
Je

13
21

21
21

Ap
Je

28

Mr
My

Mr
Je

21
18

22
30

Ap 2
Ap 26

My

1

My 19

oe

==

>

(p)

a Mr 20

f

- o

Mol

- o

Je

30

Ja 6

(p)

Ap 7

Ap 16 My 7

Je

Fe
Mr

30

20
15

Fe 15
Ap 19

#

Ap 12 Mr 12

Je

Ap
My

Ap
Je

30
25
3

20
30

Je 30

Ap 21

Ap 12
Ap 21

Ja 26

(p)

(p)
(p)
(p)

(p)
My 2

My 12

My 5
My 12

Mr 10
Je 9

Ap 3
Ap 30

Ap 22

Mr 10
Je 9

Ap 11

Ap 11
My 12

Ja 1 P Ap 13
Ap 15 My 26
Ja¥ 3 - -
Mr 4

- P -

P P P
Mr 8 P P
My 5

P (p) My 7
My 9 - -
Mr 25 W - My 5§
(- S) My 24
Fe 10 - -
Ap 29 - -
Mr 8 Mr 9 Ap 7

- S Je30 -8
My 5 - -
Mr¥ x Ap 12 -
Ap 15 Ap 29



Lan- . Da-
caster kota
(p)
Ja 28

Ap 17

Ap 30

(p)

My

Mr 22{
My 18:

. Ap 30
Je 4

Mr
Je

Ap
My

Ap
My
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(p) la (p)

'D

My 16 - -
My 21

Mr 11 | Mr 21 Ap 6

My 25 My 24

L - - My 10

Ap 23!- Ap 16
My 17

My 7~ Ap 13
My 16 My 10

- = Ap 27
My 5

‘Mr 9'C Fe 11
30, - S g Je 30

- - My 12

- - Mr 23 Ap 17

My 13

My

E Doug. Cass
Sarpy

(p)

(p)

(p)

Ap 29

Peyton and Jay Maher found two Piping
Plovers 2 miles south of Gothenburg, just over
the line in Dawson Co. The birds were forag-
ing along a road ditch. One had bands on both
legs, both bicolored, red top, white bottom.
They chased away Robins and Grackles that
landed in the area. Mark returned on 2 June
and found one unbanded bird.

Morrill, see column A

Otoe, see Cass Co.

Pierce, see column D

Platte, see Polk

Polk (and adjacent parts of Hamilton and
York counties), Polk, 177 species, Norris
Alfred, reporter, Swede Lind, Lee and Shirley
Morris. (- S) is used when species were
indicated as - S but supporting dates were not
given. This report is compiled from Mr. Alfred’s
“Birding’’ columns. He switched from a weekly
(Polk Progress) to monthly (Polking Around)
issues, so the number of his columns (and
observations) was reduced. Lesser Scaup were
reported in adjoining Platte Co. on 24 May by
Mark Brohman. There were five Northern
Harriers in sight at one time on 9 February, the
most Mr. Morris has seen at one time. On the
same trip he commented that he had seen
more Prairie Falcons this winter than ever
before. The 15 March date for Greater
Yellowlegs is really ‘‘middle of March.” The
Saw-whet Owl was a recent road kill and the
first Saw-whet Mr. Morris had seen in the state.
Mr. Alfred had never seen an Eastern Phoebe
so early (1 April) before. Loggerhead Shrikes
were recorded only on 1 January and 1 April.

Sarpy, see Douglas

Saunders, Morse Bluff, 114 species, Rev. T.
A. Hoffman, reporter, and a visit to Cedar
Bluffs, about 10 miles away, by Larry
Einemann on 7 May. Father Hoffman com-
mented: | was present for only one date in
March, so that period is rather sparse. Canada
Geese remained so long because the caretaker
keeps a tame, clipped flock. The presence of
wintering and summering Mallards is largely
attributable to that also. The lone Red-breasted
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Lesser
Yellowlegs

Solitary
Sandpiper

Willet
Spotted
Sandpiper

Upland Sandpiper

Whimbrel

Long-billed
Curlew

Hudsonian Godwit
Marbled Godwit

- Ruddy Turnstone
Sanderling

Semipalmated
Sandpiper

Western
Sandpiper

. Least Sandpiper
White-rumped
Sandpiper

Baird’s Sandpiper
Pectoral
Sandpiper
Sharp-tailed S.

Dunlin
Stilt Sandpiper

Buff-breast. S.
S-b. Dowitcher

Long-billed
Dowitcher

Common Snipe

American Woodcock

Ap 19 -
Ap 25

- My 3
Ap 19 Ap 28
My 1

- My 12
My 26

My 12 -
Je 11

Ap 19 My 12

w_
Ja 3

Ap 25

My 29

o

- o

- Ap 23 Ap 11
My 5§
- Ap 29 My 2

Ap 29

Ap 30 Ap 29 My 12

Je 30 Je 30 Je 9
My 1 - My 12
Je 30 Je 9
Ap 28 - -
Je 30
- - Ap 29
My 2
- My 26 -
- - Ap 22
- - Ap 27
My 1 Ap 7 Ap 11

My 28 My 26 Ap 20

My 12

f

f

Ap 10
Ap 15
Ap 29
Ap 29

My 3

Ap 27
(- 8)

Ap 29

My 5§

Ap 29

My 5

My 5

My 5

Ap 29

My 5§

Ap 29

My 25
My 2
Ap 29

Ap 8
Ap 22

Ap 12
My 24

Ap 25
Je 30

Ap 29

Ap 29

Ap 29
My 24

Ap 4
Ap 12

Ap 29
My 24

Ap 21
My 1

Ap 28
My 27
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Lan-

Da-

caster kota

Ap 14
Je 4

Ap 23

My 5

My §

Ap 28

My 18

My 5

My §
My 18

My 10
My 18

My &
. My 18

Ap 30
Je 4

Mr 22
My 5

My 10
My 18

My 18

My 10
My 18

Ap 11
My 7

My 8
My 4
Ap 24

-8

My 7

Ap 23

My 8
My 7
Ap 11
Ap 24

My 7

E

t

t

Doug.
Sarpy

Ap 2
My 14

Ap 1
My 14

Ap 18
My 10

Ap 2
My 24

Ap 24

Ap 13
My 12

Ap 5
Ap 18

My 10
My 3

Ap 11
My 14

Ap 27
Ap 10
My 8

Ap 27
My 17

Mr 23
My 8

Mr 23
My 10

note

Ap 15
Ap 27

Ap 27
My 14

My 10

Ap 13
My 6

Ap 11
My §

Fe 27

Cass

Ap 15
My 5

Ap 17

My §

Ap 30
My 5

My 5

Ap 14
My 5

Merganser female was swimming on our lake
at sun-up. The red bill eliminated a Hoody and
the whitish throat without a clear break
between the dark throat and the white breast
eliminated a Common. | had a clear look at it
at short range for up to five minutes. The Alder
Flycatcher was a life bird. | found up to four
separate birds singing on the two days. The
song didn’t sound quite like the description in
the guides, and it wasn’t until | compared my
tape recording with the Cornell recordings that
| was able to definitely identify it.
Scottsbluff, Gering, 142 species, Alice
Kenitz, reporter, Joyce Brashear, Felix Koenig,
Lucy Koenig, Nora Mae Vance. On 28 April
Nora Mae Vance, Helen Hughson, Sam and
Loni Schlothauer and | were birding in the
Gering Cemetery. My first glance at what
turned out to be a Broad-winged Hawk was of
a medium-sized brown bird with broad wings
flying from one tree to another and | thought
at first | was seeing some kind of owl. We
determined right away, however, that it was a
hawk. It flew several times and finally perched
in one tree so that we could study it for about
15 minutes. During its short flights we could
see that the tail was relatively long and narrow.
The wings were very broad for the size of the
bird and there were dark edges on the wings.
We were about 100 yards from the bird when
it was perched. We were using a 25x spotting
scope. There were no trees or branches
between us and the bird, so our view was
unobstructed. For a time, an American Crow
was sitting in the same tree and we could see
that the Hawk was smaller than the Crow. The

" bird was facing us and we could see dark eyes,

yellow legs, yellow on the upper mandible and
a small white throat patch. The breast had rusty
horizontal bars that were very close together
on the upper breast and became farther apart
on the lower breast. The tail was square, with
light and dark bands of equal width. The
terminal band was dark, with a small amount
of light edging. We eliminated Red-shouldered
Hawk because of the size of the bird, the equal-
sized tail bands, the way the breast was
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streaked and the light underwings with dark
edges. This sighting has been submitted to the
NOU Records Committee for consideration.

On 26 May, at about 8:15 a.m., Doug
Thomas and | were birding at the Gering
sewage lagoons, about one mile west of
Gering. We saw a small Plover standing on a
gravel dike. We were able to observe it for
about five minutes with 8.5 x 44 binoculars
before it flew. The bird had a white belly and
pale grayish-brown back and wings. The legs
and bill were dark. There was a black line
starting at the eye and going back and a black
band on the forehead. There was an in-
complete black breast band and a little black
on the tail. We determined it was not a Piping
Plover because of the dark legs and beak and
the black line behind the eye. It was not a
Semipalmated Plover because of the light
back, dark legs and beak, and incomplete
breast band. This sighting of a Snowy Plover
has been submitted to the NOU Records Com-
mittee for consideration.

On 21 June, at 6:30 a.m., | was doing a
Breeding Bird Survey about 14 miles south of
Morrill. | heard a different song, which had
whistles and trills. This Sparrow was singing
as it flew upward from a fence. It would fly up
50 feet or so, and then flutter down to the fence
and kept repeating this over and over. The
habitat was native pasture. In the approximate-
ly two minutes | observed this bird with 8.5 x
44 binoculars, | could see that it was a large
sparrow. The crown was rufous brown, with
fine streaking. It was light around the eye. The
gray breast was clear. There was a faint hint
of white tips on the tail feathers when it flew.
The back was gray-brown with streaking. The
tail was rounded when it flew. When | returned
to my car | played the tape with Sparrow voices
and was able to match the song of this bird with
that of the Cassin’s Sparrow on the tape.
Identification was made primarily on the song
and on the ‘skylarking’ behavior. This sighting
has been submitted to the NOU Records Com-
mittee for consideration.

Sioux, (Mitchell is the Hughson'’s post office,
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but they live in southern Sioux Co.), 129
species, David and Helen Hughson, reporters,
David Stage (11 June.)

Thomas, see column C

Thurston, see Dakota

Wayne, see column D

Washington, see column E

York, see Polk

A, 79 species, Box Butte (a), Morrill (b),
Cheyenne (c), Garden (d}),a + b = E,c + d
= F. David Stage, 10 June.

B, 64 species, Chase, Je 10 = a, Je 11
b,Je12 =¢,Je 13 =d, Je 14 = ¢, Je 15
f, all by Ruth Green, who was teaching at the
Science Camp at Imperial; and from Breeding
Bird Survey routes by lola Pennington, g = Je
17, from Stratton, Hitchcock Co. to Hamlet,
Hayes Co., and on to Wauneta, Chase Co.; h
= Je 20, from Benkelman, Dundy Co., to
Champion, Chase Co., and on to Wauneta; A
=g + h.

C, 101 species, including code a, or 89
without code a, Blaine (B), Cherry (C), Garfield
(G), Thomas (T), a = a trip into Cherry Co., but
the documentation has been misplaced, b =
My 22 (C),c = My 22 (T), d = My 23 (C), e
= My 23 (M), f = My 24 (C), g = My 24 (T),
all by Mrs. Green; h = Fe 21 and i = Fe 23,
both (B), reported to John Dinan by Jim Weber,
who got close enough to record the numbers
from the birds’ patagial markers, which showed
the birds were part of a Minnesota reintroduc-
tion program; j = Ap 10 (C) by Scott Purdy; k
= My 22 (G) by Mrs. Green; A =a + b,B =
a+c¢c,C=b+c¢,D=c+d E=c +f
F=c+9,G=d+gH=f+9g,J=1i+
j- Mrs. Green commented: On 22 May, |
stopped in the Burwell Cemetery do do a little
birding and was rather surprised to find a
Townsend’s Solitaire there. This is a late date
for this species to be this far east. The same
day, as | drove just inside the entrance to
Halsey National Forest, the first sound that
caught my attention was the familiar song of
Yellow-throated Vireos. | quickly located two
birds foraging in the top of a cottonwood along
the Middle Loup River. | watched them, off and
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on, for three days before | finally concluded
their behavior certainly indicated they were on
territory. As | have banded this species in

‘Fontenelle Forest, | knew by plumage alone,

that one was a female and one was a male. |
could find no mention in NBR, back to 1931,
of this species having been seen there before.
| have birded Halsey every spring for over 20
years and have never recorded them at this
location. | believe this to be the first record for
Thomas Co. and the first one this far west in
the state. On 24 May, | was birding along US
83, exactly 27.2 miles north of N 2, when | saw
two Whimbrels in a wet meadow. The first one
| saw was a rather large gray-brown bird with
a long decurved bill. It was smaller than the ex-
pected Long-billed Curlew and had a boldly
striped head. It had pale grayish wing linings
and dark undertail coverts. The first bird was
close enough that | could see every field mark
with my 7 x 42 binoculars and the second bird
was as easily seen through a B & L scope on
30x.

D, 85 species, Dixon (D), Pierce (P), Wayne
W).a=Mr14 (W),b = Ap12(P),c = Ap

13(W),d = Ap21(D),e = Ap24 (P),f = Ap
27P),A=a+b,B=ab+dC=>bc¢
+d,D=b+dE=c+dF=c+eG
=c¢ + f,H = e + f, all by David Stage.

E, 83 species, Cuming (C), Washington (W),
a = My18(C),b = My 19(C), c = My 20 (C),
all Larry Einemann, d = My 21 (W), e = Je
1 (W)andf = Je 23 (W), both by Alice Rushton,
g = Je 28 (W), a Breeding Bird Survey by Ruth
Green, h = Mr 4 (W) by Jim Rissness, j = My
25(C), k = My 26 (C),1 = My 27 (C), and m
= My 28 (C), all banding records by Mrs. Ott.
The Lazuli Bunting was coming to a feeder at
DeSoto NWR headquarters.
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