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Reluctant Frontiersman: James Ross Larkin on the
Santa Fe Trail, 1856-57. Edited and anno-
tated by Barton H. Barbour. Foreword by
Marc Simmons. Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1990. Foreword, intro-
duction, illustrations, appendices, notes,
bibliography, index. xvi + 202 pp. $24.95
cloth, $14.95 paper.

In the fall of 1856, wealthy James Ross Lar-
kin of St. Louis joined a wagon train headed
by William Bent, bound for the trader’s post on
the Santa Fe Trail. Seeking relief from chronic
health problems, Larkin instead found adven-
ture. His heretofore unpublished journal of his
trip and subsequent travels in New Mexico pro-
vides a rare glimpse into antebellum south-
western life. Besides the extensively annotated
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diary, Barbour also includes background intro-
ductions to Larkin, the Santa Fe Trail, the fron-
tier of health seekers, and an 1856 comparison
between the trail’s endpoints of St. Louis and
Santa Fe.
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