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Abstract. The first Alabama, USA, collection records of the families Micromalthidae and Jacobsoniidae (Coleoptera)
are reported.

Discussion

While sorting through a Berlese sample collected from the Highland Lake area in Blount Co., Ala-
bama on July 25, 2009, TNK found a specimen of Micromalthus debilis LeConte. This is the first record
of this species reported from Alabama. Micromalthus debilis is the only species in the family Micromalthidae
(Barber 1913, Philips and Young 2001). It is native to the eastern United States and perhaps Belize.
While M. debilis is known from several states (Downie and Arnett 1996), individual collecting events, as
evidenced by collection records, appear rare. The species has been widely distributed by commerce, and
its range now includes British Columbia, New Mexico and the overseas localities of Brazil, Cuba, Hong
Kong, Hawaii and South Africa (Arnett and Thomas 2000). In early 2011, TNK read a paper authored by
Phillips (2001) on Micromalthidae in which he reported the collection of a specimen of M. debilis in
Belize from a Flight Intercept Trap (FIT). On June 19, 2011 TNK set-up two FITs at his house (Highland
Lake, AL) from which 21 specimens of M. debilis were collected from August 4 – August 21, 2011.

On June 20, 2011 a specimen of a jacobsoniid beetle was collected in one of the FITs. A second
specimen was collected from this same trap on July 20, 2011. The family Jacobsoniidae has not been
previously reported to occur in Alabama (Háva and Löbl 2005). The family was first reported in the
continental U.S. by Peck and Thomas (1998) from specimens collected in Florida. The Alabama speci-
mens key to Derolathrus cavernicolus Peck, described from Florida (Peck 2010). The described species of
Jacobsoniidae are widespread, also occurring in Brazil, Fiji, Guadeloupe, Hawaii, Madera, Mauritius
and Sri Lanka. Jacobsoniid beetles have been found in leaf litter, wood debris, bat guano and under bark
(Philips et al. 2001). Specimens are most often collected from Berlese extractions of litter or FITs.

Materials and Methods

The following institutions and personal collections were contacted in attempting to locate any addi-
tional Alabama records of Micromalthidae or Jacobsoniidae: Auburn University Entomology Museum,
Auburn, AL (AUEM); Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago, IL (FMNH); Florida State Collection
of Arthropods, Gainesville, FL (FSCA); Purdue Entomological Research Collection, W. Lafayette, IN
(PERC); Robert H. Turnbow Collection, Enterprise, AL (RHTC); University of Georgia Collection of
Arthropods, Athens, GA (UGCA), and the National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC (USNM).
There were no additional Alabama records. Specimens of Micromalthidae will be deposited in each of the
contributing collections; the specimens of Jacobsoniidae will remain in the authors’ collections.
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