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THE RELATION OF THE FARM SHELTERBELT TO WILDLIFE
CARROLL F. ORENDURFF*
When the white man first reached the Great Plains he found a
eountry generally abounding in game, upland birds, waterfowl and furbearers, which could be used for food or in other ways. It was nece'Ssary for him to utilize these, and he did so with profit to himself.
In
his development of the country he plowed the prairies, drained the
swamps, grazed his stock on the hills to the injury of the forage, generally greatly depleted the wild animal stock, and restricted the areas
available to the wild forms that first made his existence in this region
possible.
This history has been essentially the same throughout the
world, wherever white men have settled.
The resultant barren landse,apes represent not merely so many lost opportunities to enjoy the
outdoors, but they are also warnings of the widespread disaster that
will follow if we continue the wasteful, careless, and unprofitable exploita tion of our land and its resources.
Whether considered from the physieal, economic, or social viewpoint, the Great Plains region represents a large and distinctly important sector of the United States; so important, in fact that its well-being is inextricably related to national prosperity.
The Great Plains
region represents one-fifth of our land area.
Once mainly grassland
-·-"the finest land that ever lay outdoors"--this area now contains
more than one quarter of all our cropland.
Certain physical conditions of the region-high wind, high temperature, hail, blizzards, and
drouth-represent distinct hazards to crop .agriculture. During recent
drouth years the Prairie-Plains region has suffered crop failures and
much serious wind erosion.
In this region, where moisture is such a
limiting factor in ag'ricultural production, tree plantings to protect
crops and eropland are urgently needed.
Tree planting and other forestry measures, although they constitute no cure all for the ills of the Prairie-Plains region, have remarkably high value for the region, both by themselves and as an integrated
phase of crop agriculture.
'fhe Prairie States ]'orestry Project, an
aetivity of the ]'orest Service of the United States Department of Agriculture, has been engaged during the past four years in assisting plains
farmers in establishing shelterbelts Oil their farms. The belts are planted under a eooperative arrangement whereunder the Forest Service,
*This paper was read on the program of the Fortieth Annual Meeting of the N. O. U. at North Platte, Nebraska, May 12, 1939.-Ed.
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using relief labor, grow~ the planting stock al1l1 sets it out in the belt,
while the farmer furnishes and prepares the land, provides the necessary fencing material and caTes for the plantation.
In Nebraska 2,500 miles of shelterbclts on :14,268 acres, which required approximately 18,BO,000 trees, haH been planted in the years
1935 to 1939, inclusive. 1n the six states where the Prairie States Forestry Project is opeeating, about 11,000 miles of shelterbelts on 16D,000 acres have been planted since 1935.
The role which trees play in the agricultural economy of the Great
Plains region can be sUlllmed up under six hearls, about as follows:
(1) Trees aid in the prevention of wind erosion which deprives the land
of its fertile topsoil; (2) windbreaks reduee evapora lion from the
soil and transpiration from vegetation, thus conserving soil moisture
and protecting crops from the withering effeds of hot winds; (3) lhey
reduce livcstoek losses rlnc to ('xposnre, and, of much greater importance, Teduep feed reqnirements during the winter: (4) trees, whether
in shelterbelts, farmstead windhreaks, or woodlots, yield a eontinuons
supply of wood prorlucts snch as fuel, feneing' material, and rOllgh
lumber necde<l on every farm, and tlw purehase of whieh is a constant
drain on th" farmer's income; (;)) adt',!uate tree protedioll permits
gorea tel' diversification in farming; and (0) trees and shrubs producp
3 suitahle environrnellt for \yildlife, Jlal'ti('ularl~' for insectivorous birds.
It is fortunate that the conditions that favor wildlife and promote
wilderness areas are identir'al with those that alleviate the effects of
drouth, provide flood control, prevent soil I'rosion, amI pro\ ide for the
preservation of onl' fertile soil. Th" cOrl'eeti' ('s for these evils include
measures to fastpn the loose soil in plaee by planting trees, shrubs.
grasses, and othn suitable vegetation to nuilify wind a<'lion and eOllseryc moistm·p. These are wildlife p,msel'vation measures, too.
The shelterbelt is composed llot a 10m' of trees, but of the undNwood, the suhordinate veg(·tation, the soil, and the wildlife inhabitants
of the wood. It is the windbreak as a biolog'ieal unit which is in mind
when considered in lan(1 us" by the forester.
Leopold tells us that an
acre of fence row 0)' hedge, consistin;,?: so to speak, entirel~' of crlges,
usually has more goame and avian population than man~' aeres of Ullbroken woods.
Birds and trees a1'(' so intimatcl c' ass()"iated in the minds of pvcryone that it sepms almost heresy to daim that a forest of trees is a poor
pla"e for hirds, but s11eh almost invariabl~' is tlw case. It is th,~ edges
of the forests, and the clearin;,?:s, that attract birds in numbers, and
even the typical forest spN'ies are more abundant in such p],1('e8.
The shelterbelts themselves, by providing nesting' plaeps, 1'1'0teetion, and food, will unquestionably have a favorahle influence upon the popUlation of insectivorous hirds. -Windbreaks rank extremely
high in wildlife and game utility. Cover as afforded by these plantings
contains practi('ally all of the different vegetati\'e zones in and ahout
the woodland inhabited b~' all of the more ('ommon birds of
woodlands and woodland borrjpl's. Th,> shelterbpJt ('(ll1tains all of the
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prerequisites of an i<leal a yian haiJita t, eompl'ised as it is from the
lowest shrubs to the loftiest eottomvood. It will furnish food and nesting facilities for the ground-nesting birds, birds of the undergrowth and
lower branehes, birds of the high branches and tree- tops, and birds that
nest in holes.
'When Alexander Smith said, "A man does not plant a tree for
himself, he plants it for posterity, and sitting idly in the sunshine, I
think at times of the unborn people who will, to some small extent, be
indebted to me. Remember me kindly, ye future men and women;'
he expressed my feelings toward the planting of trees.
As a nation, we have been dealing ,,·ith our wildlife much as we
have with most of our other natural resources; aeting first and eonsidering the conse<]uenc'es, later. The 165,000,000 aeres of farm woodlands in the United States have been recognized as valuable in producing fuel, lUlnber, and posts; in conserving Inoistul"c; ill checking

erosion; as windbreaks and SHOW fences; and in promoting general
recreation. But heretofore, apparently, little consideration ha~ been
gi\'en to woodlots and windbreaks as wildlife production areas, though
they contain most types of wildlife coYeris, ana when we use the term
wildlife, we mean all wild vertebrates. The potential wildlife production
of farm woodlots and windbreaks, whieh average 27 acres to a farm17 per cent of our total farm area-is too large to be lightly dismissed.
Yet their potential productioll has searc!'l.v bpell imagined, much less
achieved.
For one economie reason or another, as just outlined, or to make
the farm a more attractive and enjoyable spot in whieh to live, it is
profitable to establish or extend prospeetive windbreaks to practically
all places that are suited to forest growth and will provide wind protedion for valuable agricultural land. In fact, it can readily be shown
that windbreaks and their assoeiated products are among the most
valuable of farm erops and may eontribute more to farm income than
similar aereages of wheat, corn or pasture.
Coyer as afforded by shelterbelt plantings justifies its maintenance by harboring some of that most important group of insed enemies, the benefieial birds. Brown Thrashers, Catbirds, Eastern and
Arkansas Kingbinls, Am"ri('an Goldfinches, many warblers, Bobwhite
Quails, and a number of other heautiful awl attradive bil;rls are ordinarily found in this type of coycr, but generaUy not where it is absent.
Updike man-made agene-ips of eontrol, birds eontinue their adivities
throughout the seasons, and they work in and through crops where
men caIlnot go.
Of all combinations of Jalld-use, few fit so many conditions as
timb81' and ,yildlife productioll.
The demand for both is widespread,
and interpreted in a literal sense both are vital to perhaps a larger proportion of people than any other two forest products.
1'hat this demand, in some form or another, is likeJ.v to inercase is illeyitable, ann
when it does the need for combined management of both resources will
be justified more thall ('ycr. It must be remembered that economi,c
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ornithology in its broadest sense includes all relations of birds tha t
have any bearing upon the material welfare of man.
Planting to improye cover can well be made to serve a double purpose. The windbreak as eonceived by the Forest Service affords cover
and food for game, fur-bearers, and song and insectiyorous birds, in
addition to protecting valuable crop land from wind erosion. Restoring
wind protection for fields will likewise make for an improved environment for all wildlife.
Senior Biological· Aide in Prairie States Forestry Project for Nebraska, U. S. Forest SM"vice, In Charge of Wildlife Management, Grand Is_
land, Nebr.

GENERAL NOTES
Some 1938 Bird Observations Made at IRed Cloud, Webster County_
-Although a resident species, and normally common, the Ring-necked
Gammon Pheasant has been relatively scarce on my place recently. It
was seen in 1938 only on January 1 (1), May 1 (4), August 23 (1), and
September 26 (1).
A Nebraska Screech Owl was noted on March 7,
10-12, ]5, 17, and 19-20. A wintering Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker
was seen on February 1.
The Eastern Hairy and Northern Downy
Woodpeckers were seen regularly through the year. Although until recently the species was an abundant resident, only a very few Eastern
Crows nested in this vicinity in 1938. No flod:s were seen here at all
in July, and only thr.ee yonng were found on the creek. I did not see a
single Crow during the entire week of August 14 to 20, nor indeed up to
August 25; but on August 26 two put in an appearance.
They we're
then seen daily until the end of the month. Six were seen on September 4, and then again for a period around September 7 none were seen.
Three Crows were seen on September 27, and the first large mig-rant
flock (45) was noted on September 29. A few others were seen on October 6.
But by October 18, migrant Crows were present by the thousands, along with the Bronzed Grackles, in the sorghum fields, eating
the seeds. They remained present in large numbers, with the Grackles,
through October 20. Black-capped Chickadees (subsp.) are always
about. On January 20, I saw an Eastern Hobin, probably a wintering
individual (and incidentally on the same date observed a Western Bullsnake crawling in the dooryard). The same or another Robin was seen
on February 12 and 19, going to roost at sundown in the cedar trees.
The Eastern Cardinal first appeared on my place in 1938 on March 20
(1), and was seen on March 21, 24, 26, 28, 29, and subsequently for
some time, but was not seen here during the summer. The first returning
Cardinal was noted on November 3.
One was again seen on November
6 and 8, and two on November 11 and 12, while from December 6 to 10
a pair was seen every day. The Eastern American Goldfinch was noted
in 1938 on January 4 (5), February 13 (3), 20 (5), and 26 (4), and
March 6 (1). The males were in full summer dress by May 8.
They
were conspicuous daily from August 1 to September 14, and were seen
on September 20, (1), and November 7 (5).
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Among the winter residents noted in HJ3S on January 1 were the
Harlan Hawk, Prairie Falcon, Sparrow Hawk (subsp.), Eastern Belted
Kingfisher, Hoyt Horned Lark, Prairie Horned Lark, Eastern t:>latecolored Junco, t:>hufeldt Oregon Junco, Tree Sparrow (subsp.), and
Harris Sparrow.
The same or another similar individual Harlan Hawk was seen on January fl, 13, and 16, while a probably migratory individual was noted on Mareh 1. A Prairie Faleon was again seen
on January 23 and l"ebruary 23. Indiyidual Sparrow Hawks, probably
early migrants, were noted on March 7 (1 male), 11, 12, 15, 16, 11, and
20, and a pair of them was seen on March 21. The first migrant Eastern
Belted Kingfishers arrived on March 27 (pair), and were subsequently
observed on the 28th, 29th, and 31st, when they remained for the season. Large flocks of both Hoyt and Prairie Horned Larks were seen
during the snow storm on January 28, and they were again numerous,
flying and ealling, during the night of the snow stOl"In of l"ebruary 16,
and on the 17th. The Eastern Purple Fineh was noted on January 10
(1), and February 14 (12) and 20 (0). Both june os were again seen on
January 13. A flock of Harris Sparrows was also seen on January 13,
and m.igrants of this species appeared in numbers on the moming of
February 20. Tree Sparrows were numerous on l"ebruary 17. l·'our Lapland Longspurs (subsp.) were seen on January 25.
The fiTst migrants of the spring of 1935 were the Western }Ieadowlarks. I found three of them looking for feed at the barn, and they
found it, too, for there was milo seed there. They were seen on February 21-26, 28, March 5.6, and subsequently, becoming abundant by
March 8 and 9. A flock of Baldpates (13) was seen on February 20,
and more of them on the 27th and on March 1. Blue-winged Teals (21)
were also noted on March 1, and soon were abundant on the ri \er and
ponds.
Two Northern Killdeers were noted by Ben Pegg on iVIareh ],
and others were seen on March 2, 3, and 7, becoming eommoll on the
11th. On March 4, Harold Ludlow saw a flock (14) of American Pintails, and a large flock of mixed Rusty Blackbirds and Bronzed Grackles was also seen on that date. The last-mentioned species was common by March 19 (7), and subsequently. Migrant Eastern Robins were
abundant on March 8, and on this date the first Eastern Common Bluebirds (2) were also 'noted, which last-mentioned species became common by March 19-21, and was noted on April 7, 14 and 24. A flock of
Common Mallards(18) was noted on }Iarch 10, and two Northern Yellow-shafted Flickers appeared on the same date, this last species being
common on March 11-21. Flocks of migrating Canada Geese were noted
On March 11 (2, totalling 65), 12 (2, of 12 and 105, respeetively), and
13 (93), and April 9 (15). Also on March 13, a flock of Lesser Snow
Geese (84) was seen. Red-winged Blackbirds (subsp.) were common on
March]2 and 13 (18), and on to the 21st. Song Sparrows (subsp.) were
seen on March 17(3), and on the four following days. The Eastern
Chipping Sparrow arrived March 19 (6) and was seen also on the three
following days. March 20 brought the Western Mourning Dove (6),
which was again seen on the 22nd, and was common by April 15.
A
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flock of Sandhill Brown Cranes (18) was seen on March :.n, another on
March 22 (9), and three flocks (one of 8 and the other two totallingJ;:;),
on April 4.
". estern Grasshopper Sparro\ys were noted numerously
(9) on March 23, and also 011 the 24lh, 28th, and 20th. Norlhern Pine
Siskins were seen from March 29, (:ll to April 4, and a flock of 11
on AI)lil 12, 13 alld 1J.
The American Hedstarl was first seen 011 April 11 (1), and agaill
on April 23 (1). Franklin Gulls \\"erc numerous on "~priI18, and also 011
the 23rd to 25th, aceording to Edward Tennant.
80me were seen as
late as May 10 and IJ. Cowbirds (subsp.) abo were first noted on
April 18, and had become (·ommon by the 20th. Mr. Tennant reported
two ).iorthern Virginia Hails on i\pril 19, on which date the Upland
Plover was first seen, and again latcr on April 23 (6). JUl'. Tennant
reported a Loggerhead Shrike (subsp.) seen on April 20. On April 21
the Song Sparrow (subsp.) was common (7), and was again noted on
April 2J-28, and lingered until May :2. The Vesper Sparrow (subsp.)
was first noted on April 22 (2), 2J, 25, 21, and 28, and May
2. The first Brown Thrasher was seen on April 23, and was common on
the 24th and subsequently. Ben Pegg reported both the Eastern Kingbird and the Arkansas Kingbin] as first seen on April 23, and they were
noted also on the following day, awl subsequently. Migrant Northern
Blue .Jays put in an appearan<:e on April ~± ('3), after which they were
seen daily through the seaoon. The vVestern House Wren arrived on
April 2;:; (2), after whieh it also was seen each day. Both the Roughwinged (3) and Barn (seYeral) Swallows arrived on April 26, and were
commoll subsequently for thc season. '1'he Common Bank Swallow was
first seen on April 27, commonly on the river banks, and remained subsequently for the season. Also on April 27 were noted the Eastern
White-crowned Sparrow (6), Gambel Sparrow (2), and White-throated
Sparrow (2), all three speeies being again seen on the following day,
and up to May 8. The Eastern ::\Iockinghird (2) and Eastern Warbling
Vireo (2) arrived on April 28, and wcre seen on the following day and
subsequently through the season. The Hocky Mountain Black-headed
Grosbeak arrived on April 2!J, and was seen daily thereafter.
The first Eastern Yello\\" Warblers (2) and Yellow-headed Blackbirds (2) of the season were seen on May ], and both were seen the
following day and theneeforth through the season. Also on May 1, Arctic Spotted Towhees were common (6) and remained so to May 8. TIll'
Baltimore Oriole \vas fil"st noted on ::\lay 2 (1), and was commOll hy the'
nth. The ::\Iaryland Yellow-throat (1) and Lark Sparrow (subsp.) (I)
W('1"(' f1ot,'a on May 4, the first-mentioned beeoming· ,·onmwn bv Mav S
(3), awl the seco;,cl-mentioncd being seen on ::\Ia;· 0, I, 10, 1·1 ('(;mmon), and 12, and subsequently. '1'he Orehard Oriol(' \vas first seen on
"'VlayH (1), and also "ailc· on May 10·13, hy \vhieh last-lll('ntion{'(1 date
it ,vas common.
The first Eastern Y r1l0w-billed Cu(·koo was s{'{'n Oll
:!\Tay 0, and again on lIlay 10 and 11 and subse(]urntlc·. ,\lIotlH'r ::\Iav 0
arrinll was t1lf' Least Flycateh('r (1), which was also seen on !\[ay
10-12, by which latter dat" it was commOti.
On :'vIay 10, numerous
flocks of Amm·ican BIHck Tcms were noted migTating. and the Hed-
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headed Woodpecker was first seen (3), remaining commonly for the
season. The Eastern Wood Pewee arrived on May 12, and was seen also
the following day. The Dickcissel arrived on May 12 (6), and was seen
commonly the following day and subsequently. May 13 brought the
Nighthawk (subsp.) (I), which was again seen the following day and
was common by May 16, the Catbird (1), again seen on the two following days and common by the 15th, and the Northern Bell Vireo (2),
which was seen commonly subsequently through the season. Five Olivebacked Swainson Thrushes were seen on May 14, and others on each of
the two following days. A Wood Thrush was noted on May 16,
Two
Western Blue Grosbeaks were also seen on May 16, and a pair daily
thereafter. By the middle of May the absence of Harris, Eastern Whitecrowned, Gambel, and White-throated Sparrows was conspicuous, all
having passed on northward.
As to birds nesting on or near my place in 1938, it may be reported
that a pair of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks was nest-building on May 1719. On July 15, five young Eastern Kingbirds were seen, and young
Bronzed Grackles were numerous, getting fat feeding on gTasshoppers.
Six young Eastern Warbling Vireos were seen on July 16, and
another brood of three young on July 29. On July 18, a nest of the
Eastern Yellow-billed Cuckoo containing two young was found, and
while cutting weeds in the orchard three Dickcissel nests accidentally were destroyed. Three nests of the Arkansas Kingbird, containing
altogether nine young, were seen on July 19.
On July 20, six young
Orchard Orioles, and five young Baltimore Orioles, the latter the product of two nests, were observed. On July 21, eight young Western
Mourning Doves, three young Rough-winged Swallows, and three
young Eastern Robins were seen.
Two young Eastern Belted Kingfishers and three young Western Grasshopper Sparrows werre seen
on July 22.
Six young Cowbirds (subsp.) and two young Western
Blue Grosbeaks were noted on July 25.
A young Red-headed
Woodpecker was, seen on July 27, a young Western House Wren on
JUly 30, and three young Catbirds on July 31. A young Eastern Robin,
just off the nest, was seen on August 5. On August 17, a nest of the
Western Mourning Dove was found on the ground in a rye field, and
two young birds of this species were seen on Se'Jtember 4.
An adult
and three young Nebraska Screech Owls were seen on August 18.
During the fall of 1938, migratory dates for the twelve following
species, none of which is definitely known to breed in this vicini tv, were
recorded as follows:
.
Chat (subsp.). Sept. 9.
American Redstart. Sept. 9 . (Sept. 4, two, 5, 6).
Upland Plover. Sept. 12. (July 28, one, Sept. 1-3).
Blue-winged Teal. Sept. 18.
Shoveler. Sept. 18.
Northern Broad-winged Hawk. Sept. 27, flock of 47 on way south.
Song Sparrow (subsp.). Sept. 30. (Sept. 14-28).
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Franklin Gull. Oct. 8, flock.
Common Mallard, Oct. 17, flocks going south. (Sept. 18, Oet. 5, floek).
Canada Goose (subsp.). Oct. 17, flocks going south. (Sept. 18, two on
pond) .
Arctic Spotted Towhee. Nov. 8. (Aug. 30, several, 31, Sept. 1, 2, Oct.
28-31, numerous, Nov. 1).
Sandhill Brown Crane. Nov. 17, flock of BO. (Od. 18, flocks going
south) .
The following are the last dates on whieh ,14 summer residents
were reeorded in the late summer and fall of HJ38, together with several
dates preeeding the final one:
Eastern Green Heron. July 28, two.
Orchard Oriole. Aug. 1.
Western Blue Grosbeak. Aug. 20. (Aug. 14-19).
Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak. Aug. 28. (Aug. 15-20, 25-27).
Rough-winged Swallow. Aug. :30. (Aug. 12, 14-19).
Eastern Kingbird. Aug. 31. (Aug. 10-20, 25-:30).
Swainson Hawk. Sept. 1, one. (July 21, one).
Eastern Wood Pewee. Sept. 1, one. (Aug. 30, one, 31).
Northern Bell Vireo. Sept. 7. (July 29, one, Aug. 8, 11, 12,14-30).
Eastern Warbling Vireo. Sept. 7. (Aug. 8, 11, 12, 14-30).
Barn Swallow. Sept. 12. (Aug. 25-30, Sept. 5-11).
Baltimore Oriole. Sept. 12, one. (Aug. 12-Sept. 5).
Eastern Yellow Warbler. Sept. 13. (Sept. 9, 10, 12).
Arkansas Kingbird. Sept. 14. (Aug. 12-28, Sept. 12, 13).
Marsh Hawk. Sept. 16. (Sept. 8, 9).
Great Blue Heron (subsp.). Sept. 18, one. (Aug. :31, two).
Nighthawk (subsp.). Sept. 28, several. (Aug. 1, flock of 12, 15-20, 2528, 30, large flock flying south, 31, larger flock, Sept. 6, a few, 27,
a few).
Western House Wren. Sept. 30. (Aug. 2!fi-28, in, Sept. 1-12, 16, 20; gone
Oct. 8).
Sparrow Hawk (subsp.). Sept. ,10. (July 2,3, one, Aug. 4, 10-20, 21)-31,
Sept. 1-4, 6-12, 16).
Western Mourning Dove. Sept. 30. (Aug. 12-28, large flock in orchard,
Sept. 20).
Eastern Belted Kin'gfisher. Oct. 6, present on the creek.
Cowbird (subsp.). Oct. 6, several. (Aug. 25).
Catbird. Oct. 0, one. (Aug. 30-Sept. 2, old and young birds, Sept. 1)-12.
common, 16, 20, 27).
Brown Thrasher. Od. 8, one. (Aug. :10, numerous, Sept. 5-27, numerous,
30, Oct. 6).
Northern Yellow-shafted ]'licker. O"t. 18, few.
Eastern Phoebe. Oet. 19, one.
Northern Blue .Jay. Oct. 31, one. (Aug. 12-20, flocking, 21)-31, Sept. 4,
14-27, numerous, 20, 30, mostly gone Oct. 8, Oet. 28-:30, one).
Northern Killdeer. Nov. 7. (Sept. 20, Oct. 18, 23, Nov. 6.)
Red-winged Blackbird (subsp.). Nov. 11, large floek. (8<'pt. 18, 20,
Oct. 6).
Eastern Common Bluebird. Nov. 11.
(Oct. 1, six, 12, 17, two).
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Field Sparrow (subsp.). Noy. 22, one; a very late date for this species.
Eastern Robin. Nov. 24. (Aug. 20, adults and young numerous, Sept.
20,28, large flock, 30, Oct. 18, 23, Nov. 7, 22, 23).
Bronzed Grackle. Dec. 10, flock. (The first large flocking of this species
was noted on Aug'. 19, in a narrow flight several miles long. Sorghums were in seed, whieh no doubt attracted these birds.
Hundreds were present, along with numerous Cowbirds and a few Redwinged Blackbirds from Aug. 25 to Sept. 2, and these had increased to thousands by Sept. 7. They were much less plentiful by
Sept. 27, and remained so until Oct. 17 to 20, when many were
present in the sorghum fields eating the seed with thousands of
Crows. Dec. 6, a few.)
Western Meadowlark. Dec. 21. (Sept. 30, Oct. 20, numerous, 23, 28-31,
Nov. 4, hundreds after the snow storm, 7, Dec. 7, dozens, singing
like in the spring, 9, many everywhere, 10, flocks, 19, very large
flock) .
The following are the first and subsequent dates on which 13 fall
and winter visitors were observed in 1938:
Prairie Falcon. Aug. 23, one. (Sept. 6, one, 12, Dec. 9).
Harlan Hawk. Sept. 16, one. (Oct. 18, two, 22, two, Dec. 20, one, very
black) .
Harris Sparrow, Oct. 6 (Oct. 19, flock, 22, 28-31, No,'. 1, many calling
at sunrise and sunset, 8, 22, Dec. 6).
Pinyon Jay. Oct. 6, seven. (Oct. 7, 8).
Eastern Brown Creeper. Oct. 23. (Nov. 6).
Tree Spal"I'ow (subsp.) Oct. 30, numerous. (Nov. 2, numerous, 22, Dec.
6, numerous).
Western (?) Great Horned Owl. Oct. 30, one.
Eastern Slate-colored Junco. Nov. 8. (Nov. 11, large flock, 22, Dec. 6).
Shufeldt Oregon Junco. Nov. 8. (Nov. 11, large flock, 22, Dec. 6).
Americ'an Magpie, Nov. 11, large flock seen north of Red Cloud.
Northern Pine Siskin. Nov. 18, flock of eight.
Prairie Horned Lark. Dec. 10.
Hoyt Horned Lark. Dec. 10.
-CHARLES S. LUDLOW, Red Cloud, Nebr.

An Unusual Winter Concentration of Ducks Along the Missouri
River .-There seems to have been an unusual concentration of Common
Mallards in southwestern Iowa and northwestern Missouri, extending
more or less to suitable parallel water areas along the Missouri River
in southeastern Nebraska and probably also in northwestern Kansas,
during the early winter of 19;;8-:39. This ('oncentration is attributed by
Iowa Conservation Officer Bru('e Stiles of Council Bluffs, Iowa, partly
to the open early winter of 1935-:Hl and partly to the increased use of
mechanical corn pickers, which shell more corn in the process of picking
it than was done by hand pickers. Mr. Stiles reports that there were
about 4,000 of these ducks until January 30, when their number was
increased to about 7,500, and there were still about 7,000 of them congregated on the river near Council Bluffs as late as February 10.
Many Common Mallards wintered also at Carter Lake, Carr Lake, and
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Lake Manawa up to about February 10, but on I<'ebruary 11 they seemed to have left both these lakes and the 10wa side of the Missouri
River. But W. W. Harvey of Omaha reported to me that he saw clouds
of Common Mallards near Napier, Missouri, on February IS and 19.
The dying of numbers of these ducks during the first part of February
was at first attributed to starvation, but according to the Omaha
World_Herald for February 19 emaciated birds that had been picked up
at Carter Lake by Ralph Yingling and Charles Cady, Jr., and sent to the
laboratories of the Bureau of Biological Survey at Denver, revealed
that the ducks were dying' of lead poisoning. Thirteen shot pellets were
found in the gizzard of one individual. Mr. Stiles reported to me that
several emaciated Common Mallards that were picked up on the Iowa
side of the Missouri River were diagnosed by experts to whom they were
sent as having died of lead poisoning.
Also, that on November 23,
1935, L. Brown killed two American Golden-eyes and one or two Whitewinged Scoters on Lake Manawa, and had the scoters mounted to serve
as record specimens.-L. O. HORSKY, Omaha, Nebr.

The 1939 Spring Flight of Migratory Game Birds in Nebraska.It might be well, first, to compare the numbers of migratory game birds
winterin'g in Nebraska, as observed on .January 16, HJ39, with the numbers recorded in .January, ]93S. This information is taken from the annual waterfowl estimates sent to the Bureau of Biological Survey by
experienced and well qualified observers throughout Nebraska, and
compiled into one report covering the entire state. Migratory waterfowl,
especially ducks, were more widely scattered during the winter of 193539 than that of 1937-3S. The western part of the state, in whicjJ. most
of the wintering dueks and g'eese were found, showed a decided decreas'e in numbers in 1935-39 as compared to 1937 -3S, but the presence of wintering ducks in other parts of the state, where they usually
do not commonly occur, reduced the percentage of decrease for the
state as a whole. This coudition perhaps was due to the mild weather
and good food conditions which caused the birds to scatter more than
usual.
The following data are from field observations of migratory game
birds made durng the Hl39 spring migration.
There were a few small
flocks of wintering geese in eastern Nebraska in 1935-B9, but their
numbers were negligible when compared with the total for the state.
The largest, and almost only, concentration of geese in Nebraska during
the winter of 1938-39 was on the North Platte River in Garden County.
The first flights of Blue Geese and Ameri('an Pintails were observed on
February 26, 1939, on the Missouri River neal' l\Iiuers\'ille, Otoe County,
Nebraska, where there was an estimated eoneentration of 25,000 Blue
Geese and 10,000 Pintails.
These birds were driven back during the
storm of February 28, and the large flight was not again seen until
about March 6. White-fronted Geese began arriving on the North Platte
River near Gothenburg, Dawson County, on February 26, and remained
in large numbers until about March 20, after which their numbers decreased each day.
Redheads, Canvasbacks, Lesser Scaups, Shovelers, and Green-
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winged Teals were observed on the Platte River near Lexington on
March 14. I have no record of the exaet date of arrival of the first Lesser Snow Geese, bnt on March 17 there were thousands of Lesser Snow
and White-fronted Geese, together with a sprinkling of Blue Geese, on
the Platte River from Lexington to Grand Island. A few small flocks
of Lesser Canada Geese (formerly called Hutchins Geese) were observed prior to March 25, but the peak of the flight seemed to be about
April 5, after which time their numbers began decreasing.
Regrettably, I know of only one authentic observation of Whooping
Cranes in Nebraska in the spring of 1939.
Harry E. Weakly, of the
State Experiment Rtation at North Platte, saw six Whooping Cranes
with a flock of Sandhill Brown Cranes on March 6, between Sutherland
and Paxton. Other reports were received of Whooping Cranes in Nebraska in the spring of 1939, but further investigation proved the birds
to be White Pelicans.
The first good sized flight of Sandhill Brown
Cranes was noted on the Platte River near Lexington, Dawson County,
on March 15, on which date I estimated there were 10,000 of these
cranes in migration. The Sandhill Brown Crane flight is decidedly on
the increase, and has been for the past three years.
In my opinion, the 1939 spring flight of migratory game birds in
Nebraska was unusual in that the peak was reached within a very short
time after the first flocks were observed.
The peak moved rapidly
throug'h Nebraska in spite of good food and water conditions. As usual,
after the peak of the northward flight had been reached, and the numbers dwindled to about 10 per cent of the peak number, each little
storm drove thousands of birds back into Nebraska until the storm had
broken and the weather had moderated. Generally speaking, the numbers of the migratory game birds in Nebraska during the spring of 19:19
were normal or above.-CLYDE L. LICKING, U. S. Game Management
Agent, Omaha, Nebr.

Some Notes on the Birds of the Winter of 1938-39, Especially in
the North Platte Viciinity.-Birds were rather few in number at the
North Platte Substation during the winter of 1938-39. Some Northern
Yellow -shafted and Common Redshafted Flickers were present, and
also one hybrid bird that had the under side of the wings and tail decidedly yellow in color, as with the Yellow-shafted Flicker, but the
color and markings of the head plainly those of the Red-shafted
Flicker. As usual, Hairy Woodpeckers (subsp.) and Downy Woodpeckers (subs)).) were fairly common. Some Eastern Robins were present, and Long-tailed Black-capped Chickadees were abundant,
throughout the winter. There was also an abundance of Golden-crowned
Kinglets (subsp.) on the Substation grounds through the winter, and
the Ruby-crowned Kinglet (subsp.) was recorded there twice~first On
January 15, 1939, when r observed one, and again on February 17,
1939, when O. J. Webster saw two of them. Western Meadowlarks were
present through the winter, while during' the early part of the winter a
lone White-winged Crossbill was present on the Substation grounds for
a couple of weeks, Korthern Pine Siskins were also present in some
numbers through the winter.
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During the middle of February,. I was interested in checking on the
occurrence of the European Starling at various points in south-central
Nebraska. A flock of about thirty of these birds was seen in the outskirts of Crete, Saline County, on February 18.
On February 16, between Friend, Saline County, and Ingleside, Adams County, starlings
frequently were seen about farms and in the several towns passed
through, both as single birds and in small flocks, up to as many as 25
individuals. West of Ingleside, a small flock was seen in a farm yard
a few miles east of Lexington, Dawson County, and several individual
birds and a flock of eight or ten in the town itself. At Cozad, about 25
miles farther west, a large flock estimated as containing at least 200
birds was seen feeding about some lamb feed lots.
Obviously the
species was wintering numerously in much of south-central Nebraska in
1938-39.-HARRY E. WEAKLY, North Platte Experiment Station, North
Platte, Nebr.

Some 1939 Bird Notes From Southern Nebraska.-A Red-bellied
Woodpecker was seen and Tufted Titmouses were heard calling at
Peru, Nemaha County, on February 26. A flock of 50 to 60 European
Starlings was seen feeding in a sorghum patch near the railroad track
at Huntley, Harlan Cou:nty, on March 4.-L. M. GATES, Lincoln, Nebr.
A Comparison of Some Early May Nebraska Bird Lists.-During
the mornings of May 4, 5, and 6, 1939, we made bird lists in Thomas
Park at Seward, Seward County. These were followed by similar lists
made at the State Park near Guide Rock, Webster County, in Superior
Park and along the Republican River near Superior, Nuckolls County,
on May 12, and at J. Hubbell's home at Deweese, Clay County, on May
13.
The three last-mentioned localities are approximately between 60
and 80 miles southwest of Seward. The three bird lists from Seward
and the three from south-central Nebraska are very dissimilar in many
ways" and merit comparison.
During the late morning of May 4, in Thomas Park at Seward, we
saw the following: Northern Killdeer, Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker.
Eastern Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, Northern Blue Jay, Eastern Brown Thrasher, Eastern Robin, Northern
Gray-cheeked Thrush, Eastern Warbling Vireo" Tennessee Warbler,
Eastern Yellow Warbler, Red-winged Blackbird (subsp.), Orchard
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, Eastern Cowbird, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Northern Pine Siskin, Eastern American Goldfinch, Arctic Spotted Towhee, and White-throated Sparrow.
At the
same location on May 5, at 6 :00 A. M., the following were added: Ringnecked Common Pheasant, Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, Northern
Crested Flycatcher, Alder Traill Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Blackcapped Chickadee (subsp.), Red-breasted Nuthatch, Catbird (an early
date for us), Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Swainson Thrush, Northern
Gray-cheeked Thrush (many), Eastern Common Bluebird, Yellowthroated Vireo (the second time found at Seward), Red-eyed Vireo,
Eastern Myrtle Warbler (1), Grinnell Common Water-Thrush, English
House Sparrow, Easterri Cardinal, Red Crossbill (3 males feeding on
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elm buds; seen only that day), Western Grasshopper Sparrow, Eastern
Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Harris Sparrow, and
Eastern White-crowned Sparrow (1).
o.n May 6, at the same place
and hour, with the day windy and partly cloudy, we added: Solitary
Sandpiper (subsp.), Chimney Swift, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Northern Purple Martin, \Vestern House \Vren, Eastern Orangecrowned Warbler, 1\orthern Maryland Yellow-throat, Dickcissel, Eastern Lark Sparrow, Gambel Sparrow (3), and Song Sparrow (subsp.).
o.n May 12, at the State Park at Guide Rock, the weather was
cloudy with a cold wind and a few sprinkles of rain.
There we noted
the following: Western Grebe, Eastern Green Heron, Baldpate (both
sexes in a flock of about 8), Blue-winged 'feal (2 males and 2 females
-in several scattered places), Shoveler (also paired, about G), Lesser
Scaup (male and female; just 2), Northern Ruddy Duck (1 male, 2 females), American Buff-breasted Merganser (female), Marsh Hawk,
Sora (1), Northern American Coot (many), Northern Killdeer, Western Willett, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, Dowitcher (subsp.) (about 6,
all same color), Franklin Gull, IV estern Mourning Dove, Eastern Belted
Kingfisher, Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Common Bank Swallow,~ Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Eastern Cliff Swallow,
Eastern Robin, Loggerhead Shrike (subsp.), Northern Bell Vireo, Redeyed Vireo, Eastern Warbling Vireo, Maryland Yellow-throat (subsp.),
Western Meadowlark (they would not sing), Red-winged Blackbird
(subsp.), o.rchard o.riole, Lark Sparrow (subsp.), and Clay-colored
Sparrow.
At Superior Park, and near the Republican River, also on May 12,
from 5 :00 to 8 :00 P. M., we observed; Northern Little Blue Heron,
Ameriean Bittern (heard), Eastern Red-headed Woodpecker, Northern
Crested l"lycatcher, Northern Blue Jay, ];jastern Crow, Eastern Common Bluebird, Northern Gray-cheeked Thrush, Olive-backed Swains on
Thrush, Wood Thrush, Western House Wren, Black-capped Chiekadee
(subsp.), Yellow Warbler (subsp.), English House Sparrow, Bronzed
Grackle, Baltimore o.riole, Eastern Cardinal, Rocky Mountain Blackheaded Grosbeak, Western Blue Grosbeak, Dickcissel, Eastern American
Goldfinch, Eastern Chipping Sparrow, Han'is Sparrow, and Song Sparrow (subsp.).
o.n May 13, at J. Hubbell's home at Deweese, we saw: ~orthern
Killdeer (2 young), Spotted Sandpipers (6 together), Least Sandpiper,
Sanderling (1), Wilson Phalarope (male and female), E'astern Phoebe,
Saskatchewan Horned Lark, Eastern Mockingbird, American Redstart
(our first this season), Bobolink (just 1, seemingly), and Red-eyed
Eastern Towhee.
We noticed a scarcity of warblers, observing but one Eastern
Myrtle Warbler. Only one American Redstart was seen, and no o.venbird or Chat, although we made a systematic search.
The Eastern
Phoebe was not so common, and the Gambel and White-crowned Sparrows are not numerous as formerly in our yards. While Northern Graycheeked Thrushes were plentiful in the woods, the o.liye-backed Swain-
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son Thrushes were not so numerous, and both have been shy about
coming iuto the dooryards.-MRS. H. C. JOHNSTON, Superior, Nebr.
and MRS. L. H. McKILLIP, Seward, Nebr.

Unusual Bird Observations From Logan CountY.-During the
spring migration period of 1939, several species unusual or rare for
this locality were observed in Logan County. A lone Northern Phalarope
was seen in company with several Wilson Phalaropes at a lagoon in the
southern part of the county on May B. This is our second record for the
Northern Phalarope. Other species observed this spring that in each
case constitute a second record are: The Cinnamon Teal, caught by
Myron Lambert on April 29 and banded by us with band No. 36.5,05532; the Wood Thrush, observed by Mrs. Glandon in our yard on
May 25; and the Grinnell Common Water-Thrush seen among willows
-on the bank of a small lake on the Lambert farm on May 28.
On May 1, Myron Lambert found an owl's nest in a grove of ash
trees just west of Stapleton and reported it to us. A few days, later we
visited the grove and corroborated his identification of the birds as
Long-eared Owls. The nest, a last year's crow's nest, contained three
young owls, one of which became excited by our presence and fell to
the ground. It was promptly photographed and returned to the nest.
While this species is o<'casionally observed here, this is only our second
nesting record.
A first breeding record of special interest to us is of a Northern
Bell Vireo nest, found near here in a wild plum thicket. It was hung by
the rim to a fork of a horizontal branch about 3,0 inches from the
ground. A foot above it was a dense growth of leaves and twigs, making discovery a mere accident. On May 9, when the nest was found, it
contained three eggs. The bird seemed quite unafraid and allowed us to
ereep quite close before leaving the nest.-MR. and MRS. EARL W.
GLANDON, Stapleton, Nebr.
Our 1939 Bird List at Fairbury, Jefferson CountY.-During the period
from January 1 to May 15, 1939, we listed 120 species of birds seen in
this vicinity, including also those seen by our neighbor, Mrs. Charles
Richardson. Of these, lOB are regarded as migrants, and 12 as resi,dent species, this latter group being composed of the Eastern Hairy
Woodpecker, Northern Downy 'Yoodpecker, Eastern Crow, and Blackeapped Chickadee (subsp.), first noted on January 1, Eastern Cardinal
on January 5, Eastern American Goldfinch on January 18, Nebraska
Screech Owl on January 19, American Barn Owl on March 17, Tufted
Titmouse on March 18, Ring-necked Common Pheasant on March 31,
Eastern Bobwhite on April 1, and Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch on
April 30.
Among the more unusual migratory species might be mentioned the American Bohemian Waxwing on February 3, Townsend
Solitaire on March 24, Western Blue Grosbeak on May B, and Rocky
Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak on May 9. For the most part, we have
had only the usual birds nesting in our yard. The Baltimore Oriole had
a hard time finding enough leaves on our old hackberry tree to hide her
nest.
The male bird did the talking about it. On the morning of June
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I, we saw a Black-billed Cuckoo on its nest.-MISSES SUSIE and
AGNESS CALLAWAY, Fairbury, Nebr.

The Prothonotary Warbler in Seward CountY.-On May 17, 1939,
I saw and heard singing a male Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria
citrea) at the skating pond near Seward, Seward Connty, Nebraska.
This is my first record for the species in this vicinity, where it apparently is of rare oflcurrence.--MRS. L. H. MflKILLIP, Seward,
Nebraska
The 1939 Spring Bird Migration at Lincoln, Lancaster County.There were some odd features in connection with the bird migration as
observed by me, largely in my own yard, this past spring.
I saw the
Hermit Thrush and the Willow Thrush, but I missed the usually very
common Olive-backed Swainson Thrush.
A pair of Eastern Goldencrowned Kinglets was noted in January, but the Eastern Ruby-crowned
Kinglet was not observed either during the winter or spr,ing. Many of
the warblers usually observed, notably the Eastern Nashville Warbler,
Ovenbird, and Wilson Pileolated Warbier, were not seen by me in the
spring of 1939, those observed being one Eastern Myrtle Warbler on
April 26, the Interior Palm Warbler on April 27, and the Tennessee,
Eastern Orange-crowned, and Black-poll Warblers, Louisiana iYaterThrush, and American Redstart, all on May 22. Although Harris Sparrows remained at Lincoln throughout the winter of 1938-39, there were
very few other sparrows migrating through, those seen being chiefly
Song Sparrows (subsp.) in March, Clay-colored Sparrows. in late April,
and White-throated Sparrows in early May.-MISS LOUISA E.
WILSON, Lincoln, Nebr.
The Northern Black-throated Green Warbler at Omaha, Douglas
County.-At about 6 :30 A. M. on May 22, 1939, I heard a new bird call
through my window, and, rushing out I found at least five warblers
identified as the Northern Black-throated Green Warbler in the maple
trees on our corner. One of these individuals was very plainly seen and
thoroughly identified, and the others as they flew appeared to be the
same species. There were several of them singing.
In company with
them in one of the trees was a Black-poll Warbler. When I returned in
the evening they were gone, and the warbler haunts that I visited during
the next few days did not reveal the presence of this species.-MISS
MARY ELLSWORTH, Omaha, Nebr.
A May Day With the Birds at Superior, Nuckolls County.-May
.22, 1939 was a most interesting day of bird observations for me.
I
saw a newly completed nest in an elm sapling, and a Northern Blue Jay
near by giving it his attention, when suddenly a Wood Thrush ('ame and
flew with full force and a strange 0l'y at the jay, which soon departed
but just as soon reappeared, starting a battle that was still being wa:ged
as I moved on.
I also watched an Eastern Yellow Warbler building its
nest in Mrs. H. C. Johnston's yard, and at another place saw a Western
Blue Grosbeak nest-building. While driving through our park, I saw so
many birds that I went home for my field glasses and started birding in
<,arnest at 10 :00 A. M., listing the following 38 land birds before the
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end of the day: Western Mourning Dove, Eastern Yellow-billed Cuckoo,
Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker, Eastern Red-headed Woodpecker,
Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy Woodpecker, Eastern
Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Northern Purple Martin,
Northern Blue Jay, Eastern Crow, Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.),
Western House Wren, Eastern Mockingbird, Catbird, Eastern Brown
Thrasher, Eastern Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Swainson
Thrush, Northern Gray-cheeked Thrush, Eastern Common Bluebird,
Northern Bell Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Eastern Warbling Vireo, Eastern
Yellow Warbler, Ovenbird, Grinnell Common Water-Thrush, Northern
Maryland Yellow-throat, Western Meadowlark, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak, Western Blue Grosbeak, Dickcissel, and
Eastern American Goldfinch. On the same day, Mrs. Johnston saw the
Chat (subsp.).-MRS. E:ARLE L. LIONBERGER, Superior, Nebr.

Missouri River Bird Notes for IS39.-The following notes were
made in 1939, between the first of the year and mid-June, along the
Missouri River, either in Nebraska (N), Iowa (I), Kansas (K), or
Missouri (M). Only the dates and counties where the species were first
noted are given. The Northern Yellow-shafted Fli'llker, English House
Sparrow and Bronzed Graekle were seen in Monona County ll) on
January 4. The Eastern Common Bluebird was seen in Monona County
(I), the Sparrow Hawk (subsp.) and Eastern Crow in Harrison County
(I), and the Northern Downy Woodpecker, Eastern White-breasted
Nuthatch, Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.), Eastern Cardinal, Eastern
Slate-colored Junco,. and Harris Sparrow in Washington County (N),
all on January 5. The Red-tailed Hawk (subsp.) was noted in Mills
County (1) on January 11, and the Northern Blue Jay and European
Starling in Richardson County (N) on January 12. On January 13, the
Western Mourning Dove was seen in Douglas County (N) and the
American Magpie in Thurston County (N). The Common Mallard and
Ameri('an Pintail were observed in Monona County (I) on January 14.
On ,January 18, the Tufted Titmouse was seen in Richardson County
(N) and the '''estern Meadowlark in Nemaha County (N). The Horned
Lark lsubsp.) was seen in Brown County (K) and the Amelican Buffbreasted Merganser, American Rough-legged Hawk, Red-winged Black.
bird (SUbRp.) and Song Sparrow (subsp.) in Atchison County (K) on
January 19. On ,January 20, the Eastern Golden·crowned Kinglet and
Northern Shrike (subsp.) were seen in Platte County (M). The January
list was completed with observations of the Tree Sparrow (subsp.) in
Monona County (I) on the 25th, the Lapland Longspur (subsp.) in
Doniphan County (K) and the Marsh Hawk in Richardson County (N)
on the 27th, and the Eastern Hairy Woodpecker and Eastern American
Goldfinch in Washington County (N) on the 30th. On February 7 the
American Herring Gull was seen in Doniphan County (K) and on February 23 the Eastern Bobwhite in Osage County (K).
The Blue Goose was first noted in Buchanan County (M) on March
2 and the Northem Killdeer in Holt County (M) on March 3.
In
Richardson County (N) on March 8 the Gadwall, Baldpate, Shoveler,
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Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Canvasback, Northern Huddy Duck and
Northern American Coot were all added to the 1939 list, and on the
same date in Nemaha County (N) the first Eastern Robin was seen.
The Lesser Snow Goose was noted in Holt County (M) o.n March 10,
the Lesser Scaup in Lancaster County (N) on March 12, the Ring-billed
Gull in Pottawattamie County (I) and the Eastern Carolina Wren and
Eastern Field Sparrow in Richardson County (N) on March 18, the
Lesser Yellowlegs in Atchison County (M) and Migrant Loggerhead
Shrike in Fremont County (I) on March 21, and the Pigeon Hawk
(subsp.) in Nemaha County (N) on March 22. On March 23, a nest of
the Eastern Phoebe was found in Doniphan County (K). The March
list was completed with observations of the Eastern Common Meadowlark in Doniphan County (K) on March 24, the Eastern Great Blue
Heron in Pottawattamie County (I) on March 25, and the Ring-necked
Common Pheasant and Red-eyed Eastern Towhee in Harrison County
(1) on March 26.
In April, the Cooper Hawk was seen in Richardson County (N) on
the 1st, the Canada Goose (subsp.) and Greater Yellowlegs in Holt
County (M) on the 2nd, the Northern Turkey Vulture and Cedar Waxwing in Doniphan County (K) and the Eastern Cowbird in Richardson
County (N) on the 3rd, the Pectoral Sandpiper and Barn Swallow in
Richardson County (N) on the lOth, the Green-winged and Bluewinged Teals in Doniphan County (K) on the 11th, the Northern Broadwinged Hawk in the same county on the 13th, the Eastern Belted Kingfisher in Richardson County (N) on the 14th, and the Franklin Gull in
Cass County (N) on the 15th. On April] 6, the American Osprey and
Yellow-headed Blackbird were noted in Sarpy County (N). In Doniphan
County (K) the Western House Wren was noted on the 17th, the White
Pelican and Northern Purple Martin on the 19th, the Forster Tern and
Eastern Brown Thrasher on the 20th, the Spotted Sandpiper on the
22nd, the Common Pied-billed Grebe, Common Bank Swallow, and
Eastern Myrtle Warbler on the 2:Jrd, the Chimney Swift, Eastern Kingbird and FJastern Lark :Sparrow on the 24th, the Northern Maryland
Yellow-throat on the 25th, and the Eastern "vhite-crowned Sparrow on
the 27th. In Richardson County (N) the White-throated Sparrow was
noted on the 24th, the Arctic Spotted Towhee on the 25th, the Rosebreasted Grosbeak on the 28th, and the Semipalmated Plover, Wilson
Phalarope, Northern Bell Vireo, Eastern \Varbling Yireo, Eastern Yellow Warbler, Baltimore Oriole and Dichissel on the :30th. Also on the
30th, the Eastern Mockingbird was noted in Nemaha County (N).
May 1 additions to the list were the Baird, Least and :Semipahnated
Sandpipers and Savannah :Sparrow (subsp.) seen in Richardson County (N), and the Rough-winged Swallow seen in Doniphan County (K).
Also in Doniphan County (K) the Eastern Red-headed Woodpecker was
seen on May 2 and the Yellow-breasted Chat on May 4. In Richardson
County (N) the Northern Barred Owl was seen on May 2 and the Indigo Bunting and Eastern Chipping Sparrow on May 5. On May 6 the
Catbird was seen in Otoe County (N) and the Northern Crested Flycateher, Northern Gray-cheeked Thrush and Blaek and White Warbler
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in Richardson County (N). A nest of the Northern Crested Flycatcher
was found in Doniphan County (K).
In Elmwood Park, in Omaha,
Douglas County (N), on May 7, the Eastern Yellow-bellied Sapsucker,
Least Flycatcher, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Swainson Thrush, Eastern Nashville Warbler, Black-poll Warbler, Orchard Oriole, Red Crossbill (subsp.) (3 birds seen), and Common Lincoln Sparrow were noted.
The Arkansas Kingbird was seen in Douglas County (N) on the 8th,
the American Black Tern in Holt County (M) on the 12th, the Northern
Pine Siskin in Elmwood Park in Omaha, Douglas County (N), on the
14th, and the Eastern Wood Pewee in Buchanan County (M) and Bobo·
link in Holt County (M) on the 15th. The Eastern Nighthawk was seen
and two 'nests of the Prothonotary Warbler were found in Doniphan
County (K), on May 17.
Also in Doniphan County (K), the Eastern
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Ovenbird, and Eastern Summer Tanager were
noted on May 19, and the Black-billed Cuckoo and Ruby-throated Hummingbird on May 21. The Eastern Least Tern was seen in Richardson
County (N) on May 24, and in Doniphan County (K) on May 26 the
American Redstart, and on May 30 the Red-bellied Woodpecker.
In Doniphan County (K) the Eastern Cliff Swallow was seen on
June 1, the Whippoorwill was observed and its eggs found on June 2,
the Tree Swallow seen on June 7, and the Yellow-throated Vireo on
June 9.
The Eastern Green Heron was seen at Carter Lake, Douglas
County (N) on June 11. -FREDERICK W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr.

Some Recent Bird Observations on a Douglas County Farm.-The
situation among the birds in the yard on our farm is somewhat similar
to that among the troubled nations of Europe. There is more or less
constant quarreling, especially between the Eastern Red-headed Wood·
peekers, Eastern Brown Thrashers, Eastern Mockingbirds, and Migrant Loggerhead Shrikes, and I have even seen Western Mourning
Doves chasing the shrikes. As between the two last-mentioned species
there has been an unusual condition of proximity in nest-building during the present season (1939).
A pair of Western Mourning Doves selected an evergreen tree
about two rods from our house as the location for their first nest of
this season, and as early as April 2 the usual set of two eggs of this
StPecies had been deposited in this nest. About April 11 a pair of Mi·
grant Loggerhead Shrikes built their nest in the same tree, not more
than six feet removed from the dove nest. I think that these shrikes are
the same pair that nested on our place in 1938, but then not so close to
the house, as there always were five or six of them around late in that
summer. We had a number of quite cold <lays around April 12 to 15,
when the temperature dropped to freezing, and the parent dove was
always on the nest until April 17, when it no longer was seen there, and
upon investigation the nest was found to be empty.
Our suspicion
turned somewhat toward the shrikes as a possible cause of the breaking up of the dove nest. However, early in May the pair of doves built
another nest about the same distance from the shrike nest as the first
d()ve nest had been. The doves raised to maturity their young
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of the second nesting without any trouble.
The shrikes also raised
their six without mishap, and we banded tllPlIl a fe\\' days before they
left the nest.
The young shrikes are now (June 24) still about
and we have seen as many as four of them at one time with the
bands on their legs. I have just now discovered that a pair of
doves that I believe represents the same pair is nesting in the original
nest that had eggs in it on April 2 and that was deserled On April 17.
One of this pair of doves is banded, and I will make sure of its identity.
The pair of shrikes is now nesting again in a fir tree about 25 feet from
the first tree in which they nested with the doves.
A pair of Eastern Mockingbirds now (June 24) have a nest with
five young located about 60 feet east of our house. Another nest of this
species was built about 60 feet north of the house, and in it was laid
a single little egg, about the size of the egg of a Western House Wren.
A third nest was built just west of the house, and up to about June 20
this third nest was still without eggs. I have not been able to satisfy
myself as to what all this nest-buildirrg has been about.
There is
another pair of mockingbirds at my brother's place, about a quarter of
a mile away, that raised a brood of young this year.
About June 2 we were in a pieee of timber in the southern part of
Washington County looking for young Eastern Crows to band.
IVe
found one nest with three good-sized young, and banded two of them.
While scouting around we found a tree with what appeare.d to be a
('row's nest of the present year, about 27 or 28 feet up. My 12-year-old
son climbed up to iuvestigate, and was very much surprised to find
that the supposed crow nest was the home of a number of mice. *-0.
L. STOLTENBERG, Florence Station, Omalia, Nebr.

The Mockingbird and Eastem Cardinal Near Valentine, Cherry
County.-On June 7, 1939, we had a ('Western n Mockingbird in the
trees at the headquarters of the J<'ort Niobrara Game Preserve.
This
was the first time that I had seen or heard this bird during the nine
years that I have been here.
On July 1 and 2, 1939, I saw and heard
some Eastern Cardinals, just east of the Preserve. This also was the
first time that they had been noted by me in this vicinity.-GENO A.
AMUNDSON, Refuge Manager, Fort Niobram Game Preserve, Valentine,
Nebr.

The Snowy Egret in Doniphan County, Kansas.-Every season
during the middle and late summer I watch for white herons along the
Missouri River. In SOIlle years they are quite common, while during
other years none are seen. The two species usually concerned are the
American White Egret and the Northern Little Blue Heron in the immature white plumage. The last-mentioned species is usually, but not
always, the moi'p, numerous of the two.
I have seen American White
Egrets as far up the Missouri as Sarpy County, Nebraska.
-These mice were probably the Northern
(Peromyscus leucopus novebora.censis). -Ed.
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On July 19" 1939, I saw a white heron flying over a rather remotely located lake in the Missouri River bottoms in Doniphan County,
Kansas, near the abandoned town of Geary City, south of Wathena.
The bird was about a half·mile away, and from its size I thought it
was an American White Egret. A few minutes later I saw a second one
in a tree near this lake, also at a distance. It was not until July 21 that
I was able to visit the shores of the lake, and then I saw two beautiful
white herons. They were smaller than the American White Egret and
did not have the appearance of the Northern Little Blue Heron. Then
they took wing and flew quite near me. I clearly made out black bills,
black legs and remarkably yellow feet. Unquestionably they were Snowy
Egrets (Egretta thl1la subsp.). It seems odd that although I have studied
birds extensively during different seasons along the Gulf Coast that
I should see my first Snowy Egrets in Kansas, only about 25 miles
from the Nebraska line.-FREDERICK W. HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr.

A Harris Sparrow Summering in Jefferson County.,...-During the
summer of 1939, many birds came to our pool each day. Outstanding iu
interest among these was a lone Harris Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula),
which moulted during the summer, and on July 20 had but a single tail
feather. We also saw as many as 11 species at a time in a large mulberry tree in our yard.-MISSES SUSIE and AGNESS CALLAWAY,
Fairbury, Nebr.
Notes on Some Summer Birds of Carbon County. Southeastern
Wyoming.-In the summer of 1939, as in previous summers, the University of Wyoming held a Science Summer Camp at the camp grounds
above Centennial,. Wyoming, in the Medicine Bow Mountains. Approximately 100 persons attended, the majority of whom were interested ill
geology, a fair number in botany, and a still smaller group in zoology.
Two regular zoological courses, with lecture and laboratory work, were
offered, one in aquatic zoology and one in bird study, the latter under
the direction of Prof .. Arthur Mickey of the University of Wyoming.
Trips were taken into all of the surrounding country, ranging from all
altitude of about 7,500 feet to above timberline. The species most commO'nly noted included the Gadwall, Blue-winged Teal, Swainson and
Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawks, Northern Killdeer, Avocet, Ringbilled and California Gulls, Forster Tern, Desert Horned Lark, Audubon
Hermit Thrush, Ruby-crowned Kinglet (subsp.)" Yellow-headed Blackbird, Gray-headed Junco, White-crowned Sparrow, and McCown Longspur. Some of the birds less commonly seen were ptarmigans, and the
Sage Grouse, Baird Sandpiper, Caspian Tern, Marbled Godwit, Broadtailed Hummingbird, and Red-naped Sapsucker. A total list of about
100 species was made for the summer.
,prof. Mickey banded a number of birds, mostly young ones nearly
ready for flight. Some American Black ·crowned Night Herons, several
Swainson and Ferruginous Rough-Ie'gged Hawks, and some Long-eared
Owls were banded by him. Six young Common Red.shafted Flickers
were taken from one nest for banding. One day a large group of young
California Gulls was surrounded, to be caught individually until 118
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had been banded and recorded. In addition one Caspian Tern and several young Avocets were banded. Many American Mag'Pies and Yellowheaded, Red-winged and Brewer Blackbirds were also banded. Dr. Otto
McCreary, also of the University of Wyoming, accompanied the, bird
dass on one occasion and direded the members to the nesting grounds
of the Treganza Great Blue Herons. Their nests were precariously located in the topmost branches of high trees along the Laramie River.
He also pointed out the nesting place of the American Black-crowned
Night Herons. Their favorite nesting location seemed to be the tops of
willow bushes, and the nests were quite readily accessible. An oddity
that he brought to the attention of the class was the nest of a Common
Mallard located on the top of an American :i\fagpie's nest, about 13
feet up. As a rule Mallards build on the ground. Within the space of
two hours, six nests were found along the shore of one of the mountain lakes. Three of these were of the Gray-headed .Junco, and one each
was of the Spotted Sandpiper, Western Robin, and White-crowned
Sparrow. The young sandpipers were just in the process of hatching.
One was out of the shell and dry, one was still partly in the egg, and
two eggs remained intact. The next day all of the young had left the
nest.-MISS DORIS GATES, Lincoln, Nebr.

Some Intere1sting 1939 Bird Notes Gleaned From the Nebraska
PreSS.~During

the year 1939, several interesting items about birds
were gleaned from the daily newspapers. The Omaha IV orld-H erald and
also the Lincoln papers for :B"ebruary 17 stated on the authority of
Frank B. O'Connell, Secretary of the Game, Forestation and Parks
Commissio'n, that because of the several years of closed season on
grouse in Nebraska these birds had increased to such an extent,
especially during 1938, that farmers in Sheridan and Cherry Counties
were complaining that they were concentrating in the orchards to the
detriment of the buds and sprouts, and that he was being forced to
send feed to these areas as a counter-attractant for the birds. The
Central City Nonpareil (Merrick County) recorded that on March 25
Mrs. Mabelle 'rooley of that place heard a strange bird call and was
led to an E,vening Grosbeak (subsp.) feeding in her yard, the first of
this species that she had seen there in her 30 years of studying birds.
The Pender Times and the Nebraska State J onrnal during .Tune carried
stories of attacks on people by owls. The first-mentioned story laId
how people in Pender, Thurston County, had for some weeks been
"frightened by attacks by eight vicious owls",. which "swooped from
their perches towards the heads of pedes trains at night", so that Chief
of Police Hugo Buntrock and assistants sought the birds by night with
search lights, and shot them. This story alleged that "several people
were temporarily stunned when suddenly hit in the back of the head by
the pests." The second-mentioned story emanated from Norfolk, Madison County, and told how "Mrs. Gene Osborn (of that "ity)had to flee
into the C. W. Childs home to escape an owl's attack.
The owt dived
three times and each time struck Mrs. Osborn on the head, once being
briefly enmeshed in her hair. Although she was unhurt, Mrs. Osborn
was badly frightened." It is of course well known to ornithologists that
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Screech Owls will, like many other birds" swoop at people that approach too close to their nest" hut it is usually an entirely harmless
gesture on the part of the hirds. The Fremont Morning Guide for August
18 reeorded the presence of an American White Egret at the sandpits
near Valley, Donglas County. It was first dis"overed there by Charles
Marsh, and during the following week was repeatedly observed by Principal and Mrs. J. E. Marsh. The bird "was quite tame and spent most
of its time catching fish near a small island in the pits."-MYRON H.
SWENK, Lincoln, Nebr.
A Flock of Migrating Swainson Hawks Visits Fairbury, Jefferson
County.-About 6 :30 P. M. on Odober 8, 1939, a flock of over 200
Swainson Hawks (Buteo swainsoni) appeared in our old orchard and in
a wooded tract near by, and acted as if they were going to roost for the
night in these trees. The sky was very heavily overcast with clouds at
the time, and it was misting. But some men began shooting at them,
and they arose and divided into two groups, one flying to the southeast
and the other to the northeast. The flock that went northeast contained
by aetual connt 98 birds as it flew over the Charles Richardson farm,
while the flock flying sontheast seemed larger.-MISSES SUSIE and
AGNESS CALLAWAY, Fairbury, Nebr.
Some 1939 Fall Migration Notes for the Fairbury, Jefferson County, Vicinity.-Although the Eastern Great Horned Owl is present in this
vicinity the year around, we heard and saw it frequently in the fall of
1939. Mrs. Charles Richardson saw seven pairs of Green-winged Teals
on September 11. The Eastern Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Vesper Sparrow (subsp.) were noted by us on September 12, the Common Lincoln
Sparrqw on the 17th, the Arctic Spotted Towhee on the 18th, the Whitethroated Sparrow on the 20th, the Eastern White-crowned Sparrow
on the 23rd,. the Harris Sparrow on the 27th, and the Great Blue Heron
(subsp.) and American Barn Owl on the 30th. We first saw the Common Red-shafted Flicker on September 21, but observed others subsequently as we rode about in the vicinity, and on September 27 one
spent the day in our yard, drinking at the bird bath and back yard pool.
The flock of Harris Sparrows that arrived on September 27 seemed to
be very thirsty, and remained here for some weeks subsequently.
This
floek arrived unusually early, our earliest preyious record having been
October 4. The Field Sparrow (subsp.) was seen October 4, and three
Fiastern Belted Kingfishers on October 5.--MISSES SUSIE AND
AGNESS CALLAWAY, Fairbury, Nebr.
An Unusual Fall Concentration of Western Mourning Doves in
Lincoln, Lancaster CountY.-AlI through the fall of 1939, Western
Mourning Doves (Zenai(iura macroura marginella) have been numerous
about my residence at 6918 Aylesworth Street, in Lincoln.
During
October the doves have gathered in an increasingly large concentration,
probably attracted by the plentiful supply of water available in my
back yard. By the end of October, each eyening and morning from 40
to no doves could be eounted in this restrieted area, feeding and drink.
ing, with much fluttering- of wings. During the day the flock is largely
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dispersed in the neighborhood.-MRS. J. }L YOUNG, Lit",oln, Nebr.

The 1939 Fall Migration at Hastings, Adams County.-On August
31, the Wilson Pileolated Warbler, Chat (subsp.), and Ovenbird appeared in quick succession at my bird bath, some indiyiduals of the firstmentioned species remaining for seycral days. On September 15 a Chat,
and on September 16 Eastern Orange·erowned Warblers (also seen on
the 17th), Maryland Yellow-throats (subsp.), and a Song' Sparrow
(subsp.) also appeared at the bath.
Huby-throated Hummingbirds
were much in evidence in Hastings on September 16, when seven of
them were obsefi'ed among the gladiolus of Mr. Sala, and three males
were reported seen by other obscrvers. They had been first seen about
the Sala g'ladiolus some days before, and remained for several days
afterward.
The Olive-backed Swainson Thrush and Eastern Rubycrowned Kinglets (also reported on NOYember :3 by Miss l{owe) were
seen on September 17, Eastern Nashville \\' arblers on September 18,
and the Red·eyed Vireo and Conunon Lincoln Sparrow on September
19, all likewise at my bird bath. The Red-eyed Vireo had been present in
my yard all summer. On September 28, in company with Mesdames A.
M. Brooking and A. E. Olsen, 44 White-fronted Geese were observed
circling over Crystal Lake, 12 miles south of Hastings, before they
settled on the stream near by. On October 19, Mrs. Brooking reported
Harris Sparrows, and many others, most of them immature birds, were
subsequently seen duing the fall in the yards of Hastings residents. In
Heartwell Park on October 24 a Townsend Solitaire and four immature
Eastern Myrtle Warblers (the last-mentioned species having been in
evidence all fall), and on October 30 the Eastern Common Bluebird,
were seen by me and others of our local bird students.-MRS. A. H.
JONES, Hastings, Nebr.
T>he American Magpie Near Waverly, Lancaster County.-On Nov·
-ember 11, 1939, a flock of either seven or eight American Magpies
(Pica pica hudsonia) was noted in the woods on our farm near
Waverly. Two days later the flock had diminished to five birds, but
they gave every indication of intending to remain indefinitely through
the fall.-MRS. JOHN LODER, Waverly, Nebr.
A Flock of American Magpies Wintering Near Lincoln, Lancaster
COUnty.-In October, 1939, a flock of about a dozen American Magpies (Pica pica hudsonia) was first noted in the wooded ravines of the
Nine-mile Prairie tract northwest of Lincoln. A flock of the same size
was seen repeatedly in the same vicinity on different occasions during
November and December. It is believed that the same birds constituted
the flock in eaeh instance. The trad was not visited in ,January or
February, 1940, but on March 17, when the next return was made to it,
the flock, now reduecd to eight birds, was still in the vicinity.-EDSON
H. FICHTEH, Lincoln,. Nebr.

Occurrence in the Fall of the American Woodcock at Lincoln, Lalfl.caster County.-On November 13, 1939, my sister, Mrs. Elgin M. Lapp,
residing at 2,454 Ryons Street, in the heart of South Lincoln, reported a
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strange bird in her flower garden, which had recently been heavily watered. On investigation, to my surprise I found that the bird was the
American Woodcock (Philohela minor). The bird was very tame as it industriously probed in the sod and soil, and I could easily have caught It
with a butterfly net had I wished to do so. Iu fact, on the following day,
November 14, Chester E. Agel', Superintendent of the Lincoln Parks,
captured the bird for the city aviary. I have hunted these birds in the
East, and know the species very well, so there ean be no doubt as to
correct identification. However, this is the first one that I have seen in
Nebraska in over a quarter century of active field work in the state.WILLIAM r. LYTLE, Game Forestation and Parks Commission, Lincoln,
Nebr.

Bird Records of the Fall and Early Winter of 1939 at Fairbury,
Jefferson CountY.-In 1939 the Eastern Slate-colored Junco was first
noted on October 10. Two days later, on October 12, both the Eastern
Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Tree Sparrow (subsp.) were noted. Franklin Gulls were seen migrating on October 16. On Oetober 22, American
Magpies were present on the C. B. Callaway farm, and were still present
on December 7. The Common Lincoln Sparrow, which was first noted
on October 27, likewise remained until early December. In November the
American Golden Eagle was seen on the 1slt, the Eastern White-crowned
Sparrow on the lOth, the Song Sparrow (subsp.) on the 13th,. and the
Great Horned Owl (subsp.) on the 14th. On December 7, the following
were noted: Northern Downy, Eastern Hairy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.), Eastern Robin (chirping as
he ate juniper berries), Cowbird (subsp.) (four flying by), European
Starling (dozens seen every day), Eastern Cardinal (a pair), Eastern
Slate-colored Junco, and Harris, Eastern \Vhite-crowned and Tree
Sparrows.-:!\USSES SUSIE and AG~~JSS CALLAWAY, Fairbury,
Nebr.

Some Birds Noted in Western Nebraska Durina the Fall and Early
Winter of 1939.-0n November 11 and 18, 1939, I made trips into the
Lawrence Fork Valley in southwestern Morrill County, in company
with Earl W. Glandon and Glenn Viehmeyer of Stapleton on the
November 11 trip, and during the second week in December (11 to 16)
made another trip through western and northern Nebraska. Some very
interesting bird observations were made on these three trips.
American Rough-legged Hawks were observed to be very plentiful
throughout the territory covered. In both the Lawrence Fork and
Pumpkin Creek Valleys, American Golden Eagles were fairly common
and Prairie Falcons were also observed several times. In one canyon
on the north side of Lawrence Fork, on the Randall Ranch, a nesting
site of some bird of prey was observed, high up on the east face of an
inaccessible cliff. We judged that it might have been that of a Prairie
Falcon, and from the size of the pile of sticks that probably it had
been used for several seasons.
On the trip taken during the second
week of December, the Prairie Falcon was observed in Chadron State
Park and in the vicinity of Whitney in the White River Valley.
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In the heavily timbered canyons on the north side of Lawrence
Fork a number of Hairy Woodpeckers (subsp.) and CommQn Redshafted Flickers were in evidence, while Long-tailed Black-capped
Chickadees, Western Robins, Townsend Solitaires and juncos were
very numerous. On the second trip" Cedar Waxwings were observed
also in this canyon. Pinyon Jays were common throughout the Pine
Ridge, and in a canyon on the north face of Pine Ridge, between Whitney and Crawford, in a heavy growth of western yellow pine, four
Canada Jays (subsp.) were observed.·
Western Robins and Townsend Solitaires were also quite common in all of the timbered canyons
along the Pine Ridge that were visited.
The European Starling is present in great numbers as far west as
Mitohell in the North Platte Valley and Kimball in the South Platte
Valley. None were observed in the valleys Qf the Niobrara and White
Rivers or of Pumpkin Creek. We have hundreds of them here at North
Platte this winter (1939-40).-HARRY E. WEAKLY, North Platte Ex_
periment Station, North Platte, Nebr.

The Evening Grosbeak in Scotts Bluff County.-During the week
of December 10 to 16, 1939, my son-in-law saw a flock of as many as
15 or 20 Evening Grosbeaks (H espei"iphona vespertina subsp.) in
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County. He reported that several other kinds
of birds seemed to be wintering there.-ELIZABE,TH M. HOLE, Crete,
Nebr.
Some 1939 Bird Notes from Near Holstein, Adams County.-As
usual, during 1939 I was most interested in keeping a record of the
hawks seen in the vicinity of my farm home near Holstein. A Northern
Sharp-shinned Hawk was seen on October 1. A Cooper Hawk was seen
on March 27, a few of them on April 15, and one on May 23 along Sand
Creek. Red-tailed Hawks (subsp.) were noted on March 10 (1), 17 (1) ;
April 26 (2), 27 (few; 1 in dark phase possibly harlani); May 18
(2 or 3); July 8 (few); August 14 (1 or 2); September 2 (few), 14
(2 or 3); and December 12 (1).
A Krider Red-tailed Hawk was
thoroughly identified about noon of October 29, two miles southeast
of Holstein. The bird was perched on the ground, and as we drove slowly past in the car all Qf the characteristic identification marks were
noted. A Swainson Hawk in the black phase was seen on March 3. On
April 15 there seemed to be hundreds of hawks in the air, preceding a
sudden cooling in the weather. They were mostly Swains on Hawks, with
a few Cooper Hawks and a scattering of Marsh Hawks and Sparrow
Hawks (subsp.). One Swainson Hawk in normal plumage was noted
on April 13 and a few on September 2.
American Rough-legged Hawks were noted on January 24 (1),31 (1
·Unfortunately, no Nebraska-collected Canada Jays are available anywhere to indicate whether the form occurring in extreme northwestern Nebraska in winter is Perisoreus canadensis canadensis or p. c.
capitalis, though the probabilities lie with the later form.-:-Ed.
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or 2); ]<'ebruary 6 (1),17 (101' 2),21 (1); March 10 (1); October 27
(1); and December 26 (1).
An adult Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawk
was seen on February 2 and an immature one on August 9.
On November 30 a Golden Eagle was noted flying at a distance. On April 27,
a fine adult specimen of Bald Eagle (subsp.) was seen flying quite
low near Sand Creek. Marsh Hawks were noted on January 24 (1),
29 (1); February 12 (1 or 2), 17 (few), 21 (few), 24 (2 or 3), 28
(few); March 10 (few), 17 (1 or 2) ; 23 (1 or 2), 27 (2 or 3,); April 13
(few); June 11 (1 or 2); July 8 (few), 21 (1 or 2), 30 (1); August
7 (101' 2), 9 (1),14 (1 or 2); September 2 (101' 2),14 (few), 19 (few),
:34 (few); October 9 (few), 13 (few); November 18 (1 male); and December 26 (1 male).
A single Prairie Falcon was seen on each of the following dates:
February 24 and 28, March 3 and 8, May 11, September 19 and 26,
and October 11. Two were seen on November 20.
Sparrow Hawks
(subsp.) were noted on March 10 (1); April 10 (1), 13 (1 or 2); June
11 (1); Augllst7 (several) and 14 (1); September 2 (2),14 (few), 19
(few), 24 (few); and October 9 (2). Along Sand Creek a Great Horned
Owl (subsp.) wa,; seen on February 28, one or two of' them on May 14"
and a pair on November 4. The first Eastern Bobwhite was heard
calling on May 11. Several Ring-necked Common Pheasants were noted
on May 14 and October 23, and on the latter date a few Greater
Prairie Chickens were seen in our fields.
Dates of first observation in the spring of 1939 were: March 8,
Northern Killdeer; March 10, Eastern Common Bluebird; March 17,
Migrant Loggerhead Shrike and Eastern Robin (6 in yard); March 21,
Bronzed Grackle; March 23, Western Mourning Dove (1); April 23,
Mockingbird (subsp.); April 25, Sprague Pipit (pair in our field) and
Brown Thrasher; April 26, Barn Swallow; April 27, Lesser Yellowlegs
(1) and Yellow-headed Blackbird (pair); May 2, Eastern Kingbird and
Say Phoebe; May 3, Arkansas Kingbird; May 4" Red-headed Woodpecker and Diekcissel; May 5, Rocky Mountain Black-headed Grosbeak; May 14, Lark Bunting (several); May 17, Orchard Oriole; May
19, Black-billed Cuckoo; and May 22, Catbird. By March 27, 15 or
more Robins were present in our yard, garden, and orchard, searching
for food. Western Mourning Doves appeared commonly on April 13.
:Northern Killdeers were commOn along roadsides and pasture ponds
JUly 8 and 21.
Many Horned Larks (subsp.) were noted on li'ebruary 12. Flocks
of Brown Cranes (subsp.) were noted on March 15 (6, after sundown),
21 (2 or 3 flocks); and April 1 (many flocks flying north).
A lone
Northern American Coot was seen swimming in the low water in Sand
Creek on May 28. The Upland Plover was noted on its spring migration
on April 28, and on its fall migration on JUly 8 (1), 21 (2), and 31 (8);
August 7 (few) and 14 (2). American Magpies were seen on February
28 (1), and in the fall on September 24 (4 seen early in the morning
catching grasshoppers in the garden); October 13 (flock of about 15
seen along Cottonwood Creek near Holstein) and 27 (4); November 4
(1) and 20 (1); and December 12 (1). A Northern Shrike (subsp.) was

GENERAL NOTES

2,/

noted on November 18. 1<'locks of European Starlings were seen on
January 31 and February 2 (35 or 40), and smaller numbers on November 20 (1) and December 26 (few.)-HAROLD TURNER, Bladen,
Nebr.

Some Christmas Season Bird Lists From Eastern Nebraska.During the Christmas season of 1939, I made several field trips, the
first near Unadilla, Otoe County, on December 22; the second in the Fontenelle Forest near Omaha, Douglas County, on December 23; the third
seven miles northwest of Lincoln, Lancaster County, on December 25;
and the fourth, in company with Edson Fichter, also near Lincoln on
December 26. Near Unadilla, I saw a Red-tailed:Hawk (subsp.), a Sparrow Hawk (subsp.), a flock of 75 Western Mourning Doves, the Eastern
Hairy and Northern Downy Woodpeckers and Northern Yellow-shafted
Flicker, Horned Larks (subsp.), and Western Meadowlarks.
In the
Fontenelle Forest, I noted the Northern Downy Woodpecker, Eastern
Crow, Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.), Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch, Eastern Cardinal, and Eastern Slate-colored Junco. At Lincoln,
on December 25, I saw a Great Horned Owl (subsp.) and Common Redshafted Flicker. The list for December 26, taken near Lineoln, included
17 species, as follows: Common Mallard (1 female), Eastern Hairy.
Northern Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers. Prairie Horned L·ark
(2 specimens collected), American Magpie (unusually common around
Lincoln this year, and 2 collected), Eastern Crow, Northern Blue .Jay,
Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.),. Northern Shrike (subsp.), European
Starling, Western Meadowlark (very numerous this year), Eastern
Cardinal, Eastern Slate-colored Junco, Red-eyed Eastern Towhee
(specimen collected), Tree Sparrow (subsp.), and Lapland Longspur
(subsp.).-RALPII YELICH, Omaha, Nebr.

The 1939 Dhristmas Bi'rd Census at Fremont, Dodge CountY.-My
1939 Christmas bird census for the vicinity of Fremont totalled 29
species, including 1,128 individuals, and was as follows. Marsh Hawk,
4; Sparrow Hawk (subsp.), 3; Eastern Bobwhite, 3; Western Mourning
[jove, 5; Nebraska Sereech Owl, 2; Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, 11;
Northern Downy Woodpecker, 14; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 5; Northern
Yello·w-shafted ]'licker, 9; Horn~d Lark (subsp.), 3; Northern Blue
Jay, 5; Eastern Crow, 300; Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.), 4.7;
Eastern White-breasted Nuthatch, 12; Eastern Brown Creeper, 10; Eastern Robin, 120; Eastern Common Bluebird, 6; Eastern Golden-crowned
Kinglet, 15; Cedar Waxwing, 30; Northern Shrike (subsp.), 2; Western
Meadowlark, 4; Bronzed Grackle, 4; Eastern Cardinal, 141; N orthe1'1l
Pine Siskin, 12; American Goldfinch (subsp.) 32; Red Crossbill
(subsp.), 6; Eastern Slate-colored Junco, HjO; Tree Sparrow (subsp.),
75; and Harris Sparrow, 25.-LILY RUEGG BUTTON, Fremont, Nebr,

An Eastern Bro,wn Thrasher Occurs in Winter at Omaha, Douglas
COUnty.-Between 2 :00 and 4 :00 P. 1\1. on December 28, 1939, with a
foot of snow on the ground and the temperature at 18° F" there was an
Eastern Brown Thrasher just outside my study window at 4806 Douglas
Street, sharing with about 100 English House Sparrows, a few Eastern
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Slate-colored Juncos, a Tree Sparrow (subsp.) and a pair of Eastern
Cardinals the bread crumbs that I had tossed out, and similar scattering in my neighbor's yard. The thrasher arrived on the scene just as it
stopped snowing and stayed for about two hours, or until the supply of
bread crusts ran out. As there were several Black-capped Chickadees
(subsp.) and a Northern Downy Woodpecker at the suet station at the
same time, he had quite a show. I was interested to observe that the
cardinals ate of the bread instead of the sunflower seeds, of which
there was provided a special tray which they usually patronized. There
being but few instances of the presence of the Brown Thrasher in Nebraska in winter, it seems desirable to put this occurrence on permanent
record.-MILES GREENLEAF, Omaha, Nebr.

Some Birds Noted During the Winter of 1939-40.-Regular visitors
to the kitchen window feeding shelf at my home at 1114 North Denver
Avenue in Hastings during the winter of 1939-40 have been one pair
each of the Eastern Hairy and Northern Downy Woodpeckers and
several Black-capped Chickadees (subsp.). On November 5, 1939, Iobserved several immature Rusty Blackbirds of both sexes in Heartwell
Park, and on November 12 I saw a Red-headed Woodpecker (subsp.)
at Nelson, Nuckolls County. Subsequently I was informed by Mrs. H.
L. Fabrique of that place that a Red-headed Woodpecker appears at
her feeding shelf, and obviously is wintering there. I noted an American
Magpie near the Platte River on November 19. On November 21, I saw
a Common Red-shafted Flicker at my bird bath, and on January 4 a
male of the same species was at my kitchen window feeding shelf. On
December 21, a male Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker was seen standing on the frozen bird bath. Mrs. Jennie Woodworth of Hastings saw
a female or immature male Pine Grosbeak (subsp.) at her feeding
shelf on November 26 and 27. On December 7 and subsequently, a group
of eight European Starlings was noted about the bath in my yard.
Hundreds of Horned Larks (subsp.), and also a number of Western
Meadowlarks and juncos were seen along the country roads on January
I.-MRS. A. H. JONES, Hastings, Nebr.
A New Year's Bird Census at Lincoln, Lancaster County.-In a
New Year's bird census, made on January 4, 1940, at the Agricultural
College campus between 7 :30 and 8 :00 A ..M., and between South 23rd
and 26th Streets and Wyuka Cemetery between 2 :00 and 3 :30 P. M.,
with the temperature at zero and eight inches of snow on the ground,
12 birds were seen as follows: Eastern Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Eastern
Crow. 1; Black-capped Chickadee, (subsp.), 1; Eastern Cardinal, 2;
and Eastern Slate-colored Junco, 6.-MESDAMES RUTH M. FI..EMlNG, CLAIRE MILES and C. J. PICKERING, Lincoln, Nebr.
Some Bird Notes for the Winter of 1939-40 at Plattsmouth, Cass
County.-The operator of a feeding station here reports that a single
Tufted Titmouse appeared on November 28 and continued to visit the
station throughout the winter. On December 24, during the fall of snow
there was a great activity about our feeding trays, and we saw a larger
bird with a group of sparrows. It finally came to our window station
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,and we were amazed to discover that it was a male Baltimore Oriole
in full adult plumage. We have not seen it since. On January 6, a Redeyed Eastern Towhee appeared, and scratched in the leaves in the
basement window wells and on the earth floor in front of the garage.
It, likewise, was seen but the one day. Reports of Western Meadowlarks
have come during the winter from different parts of Cass County. One
·of our doctors and several truckers are carrying mixed grains on their
trips to throw out for them. On January 11, we saw a flock of about
40 or 50 Western Meadowlarks between here and Omaha, feeding on
an earth shoulder where it had been cleared by the snow. They appeared to be in good condition. On January 17, a pair of Harris Sparrows
came to our station, and remained through the month. They and several
Eastern Slate-colored Juncos have gotten into the sparrow traps, but
:upon being released they come right back. Unwelcome visitors in the
form of European Starlings appeared on January 23 and remained
through the month.
Eastern Robins have been reported during the
winter from different parts of town.-MRS. PAUL T. HEINEMAN,
Plattsmouth, Nebr.

January Birds at Fairbury, Jefferson County.-Our New Year's
bird list in 1940 included the Wilson Snipe, Western Mourning Dove,
Northern Downy Woodpecker, Horned Lark (subsp.), American Magpie,
Eastern Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, European Starling, Western
Meadowlark, Eastern Cardinal, Eastern Slate-colored Junco, Tree
Sparrow (subsp.), and Harris Sparrow. On January 2 we added the
Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk (subsp.), and Eastern Brown Creeper;
on the 3rd the Northern Yellow-shafted Flicker and Eastern Robin; on
the 4th the Eastern Bobwhite and Eastern Hairy Woodpecker; on the
8th the Red-bellied Woodpecker and White-crowned Sparrow; on the
14th the Eastern Fox Sparrow and Song Sparrow (subsp.); and on the
·30th the Ring-necked Common Pheasant, Great Horned Owl (subsp.);
.and Red-eyed Eastern Towhee, making the total January list 27
.species.-MISSES SUSIE and AGNESS CALLAWAY, and MRS.
·CHARLES RICHARDSON, Fairbury, Nebr.
Three Western Bird Species W'intering Together Near Omaha,
Douglas County.-Early in February of 1940, Dr. R. Allyn Moser and
I discovered an Arctic Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus arcticus) in
Forest Lawn Cemetery, and subsequently visited this place nearly
·every day, to feed and watch the bird, an adult male well marked with
the white spots. On February 11, Dr. Moser found three Oregon Juncos
(Junco oreganus subsp.) there, and watched them with eight-power
glasses for some time at a distance of about 20 feet. We did not se" the
juncos when we visited the spot the following morning, but on the afternoon of February 12, I saw one of them, apparently a female, and observed it for about 20 minutes with the eight-power glasses at a dis.
tance of less than 20 feet, meanwhile checking with reference books
for exact ideutification. Also on February 12, in addition to the towhee and the junco, a Common Red-shafted Flicker (Colaptes cafer
.collaris) came to a feeding station under a nearby evergreen, where corn
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and bread are kept always available for the birds. Thus on February 12:
there were three western bird species present together at the same location,. well east of their regular breeding range.-FREDERICK W.
HAECKER, Omaha, Nebr.

The Relation of Nebraska Shelterbelt Plantings to the State's Wild·
Life.-Shelterbelt plantings are contributing great benefits to Nebraska's wild life, in that game and insectivorous birds and small game
animals are using them for food and cover in constantly increasingnumbers. Apparently the heavy snows and the extremely cold weather
over the state in the winter of 1939-40 during late December and January have caused upland wild life to congregate in the shelterbelt plantings for the protection afforded by the trees and the proximity of weed
seeds in the fence rows and crops in the adjoining fields. In many of'
the younger plantings the farmers have put in a row crop of corn, cane,
milo, kafir, or other sorghum crop to protect the soil from blowing until
the trees attain adequate size to serve this purpose. These row crops
are usually left unharvested and "go down" during the winter months,
making the grain easily accessible to the pheasants, grouse, prairie·
(·hickens, quail, and other birds and animals.
On 46 shelterbelts in the Neligh, Kearney, Alliance, and Columbus,
Nebraska, planting areas it was estimated that 936 Ring-necked Common Pheasants, 228 Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse, 55 Greater PrairieChickens, 67 Bobwhite Quails, 13 Chukar Partridges, and several hundred small insectivorous birds were using the plantings for cover and
food. This estimate is based on the number of birds seen in approximately one per cent of the shelterbelts which have been planted in thestate during the past five years. Consequently, when even a weighted
average number of birds per planting is applied to the total of 2,526miles, or approximately 5,000 individual plantings, which are established in Nebraska, an astonishing figure results. In all districts there are·
many indications that all types of wild life are making increased use of'
the plantings, as the trees grow older and attain greater size. Badgers,
coyotes, and foxes are moving into the belts. Large_ well-paeked trails
made in the snow by pheasants and rabbits in nearly every planting of'
any size are definite indieators that the belts are used extensively.
In summer our smaller birds, such as woodpeekers, jays, robins,.
brown thrashers, catbirds, warblers, orioles, blackbirds. meadowlarks,
S[larrows, and others, throng the shelterbelts. Many of our cooperatorsfeel the number of birds is increasing in the areas where shelterbelts.
have been planted extensively, and the farmers believe that this increase in birds will reduce grassbopper and inseet damage in future·
years. It is very difficult to visualize the full benefits that these plantings will afford to our wild life, and we are wRtching the developments
with a great deal of interest. We plan to conduct a survey this springto determine more accurately the number of birds and animals which
use the plantings.--JOHN L. EMERSON, State Director, Prairie 8tateSc
Forestry Project, Grand Island, Nebr.
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The Mockingbird Wintering Near Omaha, Douglas CountY·-Rather
late in the fall of 1939, while close to the house I he.ard a rather harsh
bird note that was new to me. My sister and I watched closely, and soon
found that the strange note was being emitted by a Mockingbird
(subsp.). From that time on it seemed not to leave the vicinity of our
home Ilear the southern edge of the Fontenelle Forest. It sang sweetly
all fall and UD to two days before Christmas. We were afraid that it
would die during the long, bitterly cold period of the winter of 1939-40,
but it survived in apparently fine condition. We kept feed out for it and
fnr the other birds all of the time. It cleaned up all of the wild grapes,
so we cut up Califo·rnia grapes for it. It liked tiny pieces of lean meat
and suet particularly well.-MISS ANKlE GILBl<JHT, South Side Sta_
tion, Omaha, Nebr.

Some Eastern Nebraska Bird Notes for the Winter of 1939-40.William Marsh saw a flock of about 20 l<Jastem Ruby-crowned Kinglets
in Elmwood Park, in either late October or early November of 1939.
European Starlings appeared in the city of Omaha in the fall of 1939
by the hundreds, and many remained during the following winter. Sparrow Hawks (subsp.) wintered on my home grounds, and the species was
noted January 1 at Omaha by Miss Mary Ellsworth and on January 5
in 'Yashington County by F. W. Haecker. Western Mourning Doves did
not winter as numerously on the Stoltenberg farms in 1939-40 as in the
winter of 1938-39. On the other hand, the Western Meadowlark seems
to have wintered in unusually large numbers in 1939-40 in eastern N ebraska and western Iowa. In the Omaha vicinity they were present all
winter on the O. L. Stoltenberg farm and on my home grounds. William
Craig counted at least '100 in a drive from Omaha to Genoa, most of
them between Omaha and Fremont. Mr. Haecker also noted several
hundred in drives between Omaha and Falls City.
Misses Mary and Emma Ellsworth saw an Eastern Golden-crowned
Kinglet in their yard on January 3. In October, 1939, a flock of six
American Magpies was seen near the Santee Indian caves, near Gretna,
Sarpy County, by members of the Omaha Nature Study Club.
Subse<jently O. L. Stoltenberg saw a flock of about 20 near DeSoto,
Washington County, and one or two along the highway between Flor·encc and Bennington, in Douglas County. :\11'. Haecker reports having
observed them at several points along the Missouri River during the fall,
and in 'Washington County on ,January 5.
Also on ,January 5, Mr.
Haecker noted a Duck Hawk along the Missouri lEver, in Burt County. Rudolph ~'immlcr saw a flock of at least 20 Easlel'll Robins in his
yard on January 6.
lVIr. Haecker noted the Red-headed \Voodpcekcr, Northern Yellowshafted Flieker, and Northern Blue Jay in Otoe County, and the Harris
Sparrow and Lapland Longspur (subsp.) in ~c!llah.a County, on January 9. On ,January 10 he noted the Red-winged Blackbird (sub,p.) in
Richardsoll County, and on January 11 the Korthern Shrike (subsp.)
in Nemaha County, in which same county on January 18, with the temperature 19 degrees below zero, he noted the Ameriean Rough-legged
Hawk anrl Eastern Hobin. Bronzed Graekh's were noted by him in
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Richardson County, and Western Mourning Doves in Doniphan County,
Kansas, on January 19, where the Red-bellied Woodpecker was also>
noted on February 18. Miss Mary Ellsworth saw a Red-breasted Nuthatch at Omaha on February 22. The American Buff-breasted Merganser Was seen by Mr. Haecker in Sarpy County on February 22, the
Northe·rn Pine Siskin in Douglas County on February 24, and the Northern Sharp-shinned Hawk on February 25.-L. O. HORSKY, Omaha,
Nebr.

A Very Large and Dark Great Horned Owl at North Platte, Lincoln
County.-on March 16, 1940, in the (,anyons near the south end of the
pasture of the North Platte Experiment Station, I observed a very large
and very dark colored Great Horned Owl. I followed it about and kept
it under observation for some time.
The IVestern Great Horned Owl'
(Bubo vi1'ginianus occidentalis) in characteristic plumage was fairly
common around North Platte throughout the winter of 1939-40, but this
particular bird created special notice because of its large size and very
dark color. Although subspecific identifications based on field observations are not safe, I incline to the opinion that this individual represented the Northwestern Great Horned Owl (B. v. la.gophonus).-HARRY
E. WEAKLY, N01·th Platte Experiment Station, North Platte, Nebr.

Some Recent Nebraska Records of the Whooping Crane.-In the
spring of 1939, Lew Kinsman reported having seen a flock of Whooping
Cranes (Grus americana) near Elwood, Gosper County.
This spring
(1940) he has again reported seeing a flock of about 15 of them in
about the same locality, on March 24.
On March 22, 1940, Dale Godwin and Frank McKain of North
Platte and I visited a point up the North Platte River, about 10 miles
west of North Platte, where a large concentration of cranes had been
reported. When we arrived at the place at about 5 :30 P. M., there was a
mixture of several thousand Sandhill Brown Cranes and Little Brown
Cranes scattered about on the sandbars and in the shallow water of the
river,. while on one sandbar about 400 yards distant eight Whooping
Cranes were visible. Mr. McKain, who approached this flock quite closely, reported that there were others in it that were hidden from me by an
island, and that there were 10 or 12 of the Whoopers in all. We could
not get an exact count, as the flock took to the air and was in such con··
fusion that it was not possible to count the Whooping Cranes. During
the two hours between 5 :30 and 7 :30 P. M., I estimated that .at least
25,000 cranes passed up the valley by my observation point. The flight
was almost continuous, and spread across the valley from its northern
edge to almost as far as one could see to the southward. We returned to
the same spot on March 26, and encountered a very heavy evening
flight, but not to exceed half the number of birds that we had observed
on March 22, while no Whooping Cranes whatever were in evidence.rHARRY E. WEAKLY, North Platte Experiment Station, North Platte,
Nebr.
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DISTRIBUTION AND MIGRATION OF THE CHAT IN NEBRASKA
AND OTHER MISSOUiRI VALLEY STATES
By MYRON H. SWENK
The Chat is our largest member of the IV ood Warbler family. The
genus to which it belongs contains but one species, which ranges in summer across the more southern parts of the United States from ocean
to ocean, and includes two subspecies at present recognized, viz., the
Yellow-breasted Chat of the eastern United States west to eastern Nebraska, and the Long-tailed Chat of the western United States east to
central Nebraska. Both subspecies breed in Nebraska, and, during migrations at least, the Long- tailed Chat occurs over the greater part of
the state.
In the Missouri Valley Region, the Yellow-breasted Chat is a very
co=on breeder over the entire state of Missouri. In Iowa, it was formerly a common summer resident over the southern half of the state,
especially southeastwardly (Anderson, 1907), but is now fairly rare
in this area (DuMont, 1934). It has always been a rather rare bird in
most localities in northern Iowa, especially in the northeastern and
northwestern corners of that state, but it does occur in summer occasionally northward to Clayton, Floyd, Cerro Gordo, Kossuth and
Dickinson Counties, and, more commonly, northwestward along the
Missouri River bottoms from F'remont to Woodbury Counties. In Minnesota, it occurs in summer only rarely northward along the streams
into the extreme southern part of the state, from Fillmore County west
to Jackson County and north to Rice County (Roberts, 1932).
It occupies as a breeder most of Kansas east of the 97th meridian,
following the Arkansas River northwestward about to Sedgwick County, and the Kansas HiveI' and its tributaries west about to Riley County. Its breeding area follows up the Blue Rivers through northeastern
Kansas into southern Nebraska; along the Big Blue about to Beatrice,
Gage County, and alo'ng the Little Blue to south of Hastings, Adams
County. It also apparentlv follows the Republican River northwestward
to Webster County, Nebraska. In eastern Nebraska it nests chiefly in
the Missouri River bottoms. northwest along the Nemaha Rivers across
Richardson and Nemaha Counties to southeastern Lancaster County,
west along the Platte River about to Saunders County, northwest up
the Elkhorn Valley to Cuming and (rarely) Antelope Counties, and up
the Missouri River itself to opposite the mouth of the James River. In
the southeastern corner of South Dakota it occurs in the Missouri River
bottoms to the mouth of the James River and up that stream and its
tributaries to Sanborn and Beadle Counties.
The Long-tailed Chat occurs in summer, in suitable habitats in the
Missouri Valley Re'gion, over most of the Missouri River bottoms across
the Dakotas, and also along the tributary streams over the entire area
lying west and south of the Missouri River, which stream marks the
eastern edge of its breeding range in these states. In Nebraska it breeds
along the Niobrara River and its tributaries east to its mouth, along the
heads of the North and Middle Loup Rivers and the Dismal River in the-
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Sandhill Region, along the South Platte and tributaries east to the
forks, and along the Hepublic.an and its tributaries east about to Redwillow County. ln northwestern Kansas it breeds in the valleys of the
numerous small streams east to about the 100th meridan, and in westcentral and southwestern Kansas along the valleys of the Smoky Hill,
Arkansas and Cimarron Rivers and their principal tributaries, east
about to the 99th meridian. There is thus a fairly broad belt along the
99th meridian in ('entral Nebraska and along the 98th meridian in central Kansas where the species apparently oe('urs as a migrant only.
The first Nebraska record of the Yellow-breasted Chat is that of
Thomas Say (1823), who reported the "Yellow-breasted Chat (of Wilson)" among numerous species observed by him at Engineer Cantonment
(Fort Calhoun, Washington County) between September 19, 1819 and
June 6, 1820. Maxmilian von Wied (1843) found this species, which
he called the "Green Icteria", in Cass County on May 13, 1834, where
it "incessantly poured forth its song, which contains a strope similar
to that of the nightingale." The record published by Baird (1858) of a
female Yellow-breasted Chat (No. 8195, U. S. ;-{. M.) collected by J. G.
Cooper at the "Nemaha river, K. T." on July 16, 1857, pertains to Richardson County, Kebraska. M. R. Audubon (1897) mentioned that J. J.
Audubon in his journal recorded the "Yellow-breasted Chat" as "extremely abundant" on May 21, 1843, along the Knox and Boyd Counties shores, a record that probably refers to the Long-tailed Chat,
which form was then probably unknown to Audubon.
The first unquestionable Nebraska records of the then recently differentiated
Long-tailed Chat are those published by S. F. Baird (1858) of three
speciments taken in what is now Nebraska. Two of these (Nos. 8841,
female, and 8842, male, U. S. N. M.) were taken by F. V. Hayden, with
Lieutenant Warren's party, along the Middle Loup River(="Loup
Fork"),. in Cherry County northwest of Mullen, on August 5 (1857),
and according to Baird were "apparently young" birds, indicating local
breeding. The other (No. 8778, U. S. N. M.) was taken at the "Forks of
the Platte Hiver", in Lin('oln County near North Platte, on August 13,
1857, by J. G. Cooper, with W. M. Magraw's party. Baird's other records of a male (;-{o. 4725) taken in "Nebraska" on May 17,1856, by
Hayden, and a male (No. 5649) taken on the "Platte River" on August
21, ]856, by W. S. Wood, with Lieutenant Bryan's party, pertain to
South Dakota and Wyoming, respectively.
S. Aughey (1878) reported observing the Yellow-breasted Chat
captu:ring grasshoppers on the wing in southeastern ~ebraska (probably Hichardson County) in September of both 1874 and 187'6, and reported it as found over the greater part of the state, breeding at least
in the eastern part. He was unable to distinguish between the two sub·
species, but thought probably the Nebraska birds all represented the
Long-tailed Chat. L. Bruner (1901), in discussing· the breeding birds
of K ebraska, referred to the Yellow-breasted Chat as "quite common
as a breeder in the state, especially in eastern portions", while the Longtailed Chat he recorded as a breeder in Sioux County, on the authority
of H. HI. Wolcott. J. C. Crawford, Jr. (1901) reported for the Long-
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tailed Chat that in Sioux County in 1900 "each thicket of underbrush
seemed to have one, but although several were shot at none were secured." He has reported (in mss. notes) that it was first noted between
Crawford and Harrison on May 18, 1900.
J. S. Hunter (1901) recorded the Long-tailed Chat (but under the name Yellow-breasted
Chat) as present along the Niobrara River Valley in Cherry County, where its "mellow whistle sounded above all others except the 'Bobwhite' of the Quail". Merritt Cary (1902) recorded the Long-tailed Chat
as one of the characteristic breeding birds in Sioux County, occurring'
"throughout the region, wherever there are suitable thickets for nesting
sites. A characteristic bini of the shrubberv". M. A. Carriker, Jr. (1902)
reported on the breeding of the Long-tailed Chat in Sioux County, stating that "the birds were abundant, frequenting the thickets along the
valley streams, where they kept themselves and nests well hidden away.
Several nests were found, the time for fresh eggs being about the 1st
of July." Sioux County breeding specimens collected in Monroe Canyon,
in 1901 by M. A. Carriker, Jr., and at Glen, in 1910 by J. T. Zimmer,
have been examined by 1\rI. H. Swenk and identified definitely as the
Long-tailed subspecies. At the turn of the century, therefore, the Longtailed Chat was generally regarded as the breeding bird of Sioux County
only, or at most of northwestern Nebraska, while the breeding Chats of
the remainder of the state were thought to be of the eastern subspecies.
Specimens of Chats collected in 1902 by J.:K \Yallace at Valentine,
Cherry County, on June I, and M. H. Swenk along the Niobrara River
at about the Brown-Rock County line, on .June 18, which proved to be
decidedly of the Long-tailed subspecies, supplemented by field obsenations made by Swenk from Rock County to the mouth of the Niobrara,
showed that the Long-tailed Chat occupied the entire Niobrara River
Valley across the state, being abundant westwardly and gradually decreasing in commonness toward the east, until it was relatively scarce
at the mouth of that stream. A few specimens seen from east-central
Nebraska seemed less typically Long-tailed Chats, while a few seen
from along the eastern ridge of the state were decidedly Yellowbreasted Chats. Bruner, Wolcott and Swenk (1904), therefore, recorded
the Yellow-breasted Chat as "an abundant summer resident and breeder
along the eastern edge of the state and a little westward; arriving the
first week in May, breeding from late in May to July, departing in the
middle of September", and assigning to this subspecies breeding' locations as Peru, Nemaha County, Weeping Water, Cass County, Lincoln,
Lancaster County, and Omaha, Douglas County. The same authors regarded the Long-tailed Chat as "the common form of the state, occurring over the whole state during migrations", and assigned Valentine,
Cherry County, Thedford, Thomas County, Neligh, Antelope County,
West Point, Cuming County, Holdrege, Phelps County, Lincoln, Lancaster County, and Beatrice, Gage County, as localities of occurrence.
The present paper, which is designed to collect and analyze our present
amplifi!'d information about the distribution and migration of these two
races of the Chat, substantially corroborates the general conclusions
aboye giyen. R. H. Wolcott (1909) referred to the Yellow-breasted Chat
as an Austral Zone species, with the form of mOTe eastward distrihution
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belonging to the Carolinian Fauna, and the Long-tailed Chat as of more
west",ard distribution and belonging to the Upper Sonoran Fauna" but
did not undertake more definitely to restrict the ranges of the two subspecies in the state.
The Yellow-breasted Chat winters along the coast and at the lower
elevations of the Mexican states of Vera Cruz, Puebla, Tabasco, Campeche and Yucatan, back from the coast to an altitude of 4,000 feet,
south and west over the lower parts of eastern Oaxaca and Chiapas to
the Pacific Coast. It is also known to winter in Central America south
through Guatemala to eastern Nicaragua and Costa Rica.
It reaches
this winter home partly by land migration through Texas and southward along the east coast of Mexico, but mostly by a direct flight
across the Gulf of Mexico. The Long-tailed Chat winters on the west
Mexican coast and in the higher central Mexican plateaus, from Chihuahua south and east to the Atlantic slope in southern Mexico
(Oaxaca), which seems to be about the southern limit of its wintering
range. Both forms enter and migrate northw,ard through the southern
United States during April (W. W. Cooke, 1904a, 1904b; A. O. U. CheckList, 1931). The Yellow-breasted Chats that come up the Mississippi
Valley do not reach the latitute of southern Nebraska (40°) before
early May.
The Long-tailed Chats that breed in Nebraska evidently
move northward ,along the eastern foothills of the Rocky Mountains,
across eastern New Mexico, extreme western Texas, eastern Colorado
and western Kansas, reaching western N ebr,aska around the middle of
May, about the same time as does the Yellow-breasted Chat in east{'entral Nebraska.
M. H. Swenk noted the first arrival of the Yellow-breasted Chat
at Falls City, Richardson County, on May 4, 1904, when it was common
in yards in town.
G. A. Coleman noted two newly arrived Chats at
Peru, Nemaha County, on May 5, 1889, and reported it as common there
by May 11. He also reported it ,as a common breeder (Bruner, 1896),
and specimens collected by him there were identified by M. H. Swenk
as definitely of the eastern race. M. A. Carriker, Jr. found it to be a
breeding bird in eastern Otoe County, in the vicinity of Nebraska City,
.a.nd collected a set of four partially incubated eggs of it there on June
9, 1898. At Rock Bluff, Cass County, G. E. Hudson and John Morrison
found it common in the shrubbery on May 14, 1933, where Hudson collected a pair (Nos. 558, male, and 559, female, Hudson collection),
which M. H. Swenk has studied and identified as typical Yellow-breasted Chats (N. B. R., i, p. 82). In a trip to the same locality within the
nesting season, on Ma,y 30 to June 1, 1936, G. E. Hudson, P. T. Gilbert
and Otis Wade found it again present very commonly (N. B. R., v, p. 9).
Bruner (1896) reported it as a breeder at Weeping Water, Cass County,
and G. E. Hudson found it there on May 12, 1934 (N. B. R., ii, p. 63).
The N. O. U. field party found it along the Platte River bottoms between
South Bend, Cass County, and Ashland, Saunders County, on May 16,
1931 (I.,. O. I. No. 60, p. 6).
The Yellow-breasted Chat h.as long been known to be a common to
abundant summer resident in suitable habitats in the Omaha vicinity.
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I. 8. TrostleI', who was active in ornithology in that vi~inity in the
1890's, called it "an abundant summer resident", arriving early in May,
breeding from May 26 to June 24, and departing from September 1 to
10 (Bruner, 1896). L. Skow reported that both the Yellow-breasted Chat
.and the Long-tailed Chat bred in the Omaha vicinity (Bruner, 1896), but
he was unquestionably in error as regards the last-mentioned form,
whieh is at most onlv a migrant there. Bruner (189G) also listed the
Yellow-breasted Chat as a breeder in the Omaha \ icinity. S. R. Towne
(i\'. B. H., iv, p. G) ('ailed this bird "the greatest clown of all hi"d life",
and stated that while it "abounds" in the Omaha vicinity, "the East
Omaha region was formerly better for them than now.
Much of the
timber has been removed." Dates of first arrival in the Omaha vicinity
in IfJ15 and during 13 of the 15 springs from 1925 to 1939, inclusive,
were May 1, 1927 (Mi; L. O. 1. No. 23, Supp., p. ]), May 5, 1935 (ON
SC; N. B. ll., iii, pp. 91 and 112), May 7, 1930 (Mi; L. O. I. No. 51, p.
8), May 8,1915 (NOU; Proc. N. O. e., vi, p. 53), May 8,1926 (l\E; L.
·0. I. No. 17, p. 7 and No. 18, Supp., p. 1), May 9,1925 (E; L. O. 1. No.
7, Supp., p. 1), May 9, 1937 (Ro; N. B. R., iv, p. (4), May 10, 1936
(ONSe: N. B. R., iv, p. (4), May' 11, 1928 (Mi; L. 0.1. No. :32, p. 5 and
No. ;)3, Supp., p. 1), May 11, 1938 (in Pottawattamie County, Iowa, Hk;
N. B. R., vii, p. 14), May 13, 19:~3 (Sh; N. B. R., i, pp. 71 and 78), May
]:3, l!l:19 (E; N. B. R., vii, p. 36), May ]5,1932 (Mi; L. O. 1. No. G6, p.
14 anrl SlIpp., p. 1) and May 16, 1929 (Mi; L. O. 1. No. 43, Supp.,
p. 1), all a \ erage date of about May 10. Hobert Overing noted it about
HOl'seshoe Lake in Fontenelle J<'orest on July 13, 1936 (N. B. R., iv, p .
.88), where it was evidently breeding.
In the Lincoln vicinity the Yellow-breasted Chat is the exclusive
,sllmmering form, and it is a rare summer resident and breeder in the
shrubbery in the heavier woods along' Salt Creek, southeast of Lincoln.
During migrations it occurs also in the shrubbery within the city. Dates
-of spring arrival at Lincoln in lG years were May 5, 1900 (IV), May 6,
1899 (W),. May 7, 19:13 (Wi; N. B. R., i, pp. G8.and 78), May 8,1919
(D), May 11, 1937 (Wi; N. B. R., vi, p. (4), May 12,1890 (fIg), May
12, ]934 (Wi; N. B. H., ii, p. 87),. May D, 1908 (Z), May 1:'i, 1909 (Z),
May 16, 192G (Wr; L. 0.1. No. 17, p. 8 and No. 18, Supp., p.l) May 17,
1914 (D), May 17, 1925 (WI'; L. O. 1. No.7, Supp., p. 1). May 17, 1931
(Je; L. O. 1. No. 60, p. 9 and Supp., p. 1), M.ay 18,1920 (M), May 24,
1931 (fIu and Je; L. O. I. No. 60, p. 9), and May 26,1929 (Wh; L. O. 1.
No. 43, Supp., p. 1), an average date of about May 14, or four days
later than the average for the Omaha vicinity. The 1!)08 and 1909 dates
.above given are based on specimens collected, and identifiecl by M. fI.
Swenk and ,J. T. Zimmer as the Yellow-breasted Chat.
Bruner (1896) reports this bird as a breeder at Lincoln, but the
·only definite breeding records of the Y ellow- breasted Chat for the Lin·
coin yi"inity are two by H. II. Wolcott made in 1898. lie found these
birds in the shrubbery at the Rock Island trestle south of Lincoln on
,June 4 and 11 and diseoV'ered .a nest on June 18.
Then on June 25, he
fonnd a nest with three eggs and two eggs of the Eastern Cowbird one
mile north of Saltillo. The bird was flushed from the nest and remained
:in the vieinity while the eg-gs were being collected, skulking about among

38

NEBR.ASKA BIRD HEVmw

the trees and bushes and uttering an occasional note of concern.
AlL
five eggs were fresh, and the set is in the collection of the Department
of Zoology of the University of Nebraska.
Mrs. O. W. Ritchey found a form of the Chat as a migrant at
David City, Butler County, in the spring of 1933, prior to May 15 (N.
B. R., i, p. 86). L. Bruner (1896) recorded the Yellow-breasted Chat as
.a breeding bird at Bellevue, Sarpy County, and also at West Point,.
Cuming County; but later Bnmer, Wolcott and Swenk (1904) incorrectly
referred all of the West Point records to the Long-tailed Chat. Merritt
Cary (1900) probably correctly regarded the Yellow-breasted Chat as
the form that summered rarely, May 17 to September 10, farther up the
Elkhorn River Valley, around Neligh, Antelope County, but the birds
that he found there commonly as migrants probably also included many
Long-tailed Chats. T. C. Stephens (1937) reported the Yellow-breasted
Chat as "a fairly common resident in the scrubby second growth in the
hills facing the Missouri River", in Dakota County. At Sioux City, Iowa,
it arrived on May 17, 1913. and May 22, 1911, these dates averaging
May 19 (mss. notes). Mrs. J. R. Swain identified a Chat, believed to
have been the Long-tailed Chat, .at Greeley, Greeley County, on May 4,
19:,:3 (N. B. R., i, P. 74). In the old B. J. Olson collection at Kearney
were several specimens colleeted by Mr. Olson on the Dismal River in
Thomas County. All of these were examined by M. H. Swenk and found
to be quite definitely referable to the Long-tailed Chat. One of them
had a tail 82 mm. long. J. T. Zimmer (1913) found the Long-tailed Chat
to be a common breeder in the thickets of the river valleys of Thomas
County, and discovered a nest containing four eggs about five or six
feet up in a willow tree on the Halsey Forest Reserve on June 9, 1911.
W. C. Smith (mss. notes) collected a Long-tailed Chat in Long Pine·
Canyon, Brown County, on May 22, 1913. F. J. Keller identified a Chat
at Antioch, Sheridan County, on May 26, 1931 (I,. O. I. No. 61, p. 3).
The status of the Long-tailed Chat in Sioux County has already been
rather fully discussed, but it may be added that ::VL A. Carriker, Jr.
took two sets of eggs there in 1901, one of four fresh eggs along Dead
Man's Creek on .June 2.9, and one of fOllr slightly incubated eggs in
~Warbonnet Canyon on July 6.
Amos Pyfer recorded the Yellow-breasted Chat from Lanham,
Gage County, on May 12, 189;~, and F. A. Colby reported it to Bruner
(1896) from Beatrice after seeing a mounted specimen eollected there
by Fred Westphal. In the vicinity of Beatrice, during the years 1898 to
1901, inclusive, birds identified in the field as the Yellow-breasted Chat
or Long-tailed Chat were noted repeatedly in the spring by M. H.
Swenk, but werc all (probably erroneously) referred to the Longtailed Chat by Bruner, Woleott and Swenk (1904). Mrs. C. W. McCaskill reported the eastern form from the same loc.ality on JVIay 16, 1927
(L. O. I. No. 2:3, p. 4).
The Yellow-breasted Chat is a common migrant and rare Sllmmer
resident in the vicinity of Fairbury,. Jefferson County, along the Little
Blue River and Rose Creek.
The Misses Susie and Agness Callaway
have furnished a rather complete record of its first dates of spring ar-
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ril'al covering 14 of the past 15 years (1925 to 193fJ, inclusive, except
1930). These dates are May 4,1932 (L. O. 1. No. titi, p. Band Supp., p.
1), May 4, 1933 (l\. B. R., i, pp. 71 and 7B), l\Ia~" 5, Hl:W (L. O. 1. No.
11, p. fJ and No. IB, Supp., p. 1), l\la~' !J, HJ28 (L. O. I. 1\0. 32, p. 6 and
)io. :13, SUl'p., p. 1), ::\lay D, .193!J (1\. B. R., vii, pp. 30 and 41), May 10,
1935 (1\. B. R, iii, pp. 93 and 112), l\lay 10, 193B (N. B. R., vi, p. 40),
l\fa~" 11,1937 (1\. B. H., vi, p. 11), May 12, 1927 (L. O. 1. No. 23, Supp.,
p. 1), .ilIay 12,1931 (L. O. 1. No. 60, p. 6), May 12,1936 (X. B. H., il", p.
64), l\fay 13,1925 (L. O. I. Ko. 7, Supp., p. 1), May 15, 1!J:3± (N. B. R., ii,
pp. 71, 82 and 87), and May 16, 1929 (L. O. 1. No. 43, p. 6 and Supp.,
p. 1), an average date of about J\'Iay 10, the same as for the Omaha
vicinity. The Callaway sisters banded a summering individual of the
Yellow-breasted Chat on ,June 6, HJ3ti (N. B. R., iv, p. 80). It is very
probable, however, that manv of the above migration dates for Fairhury
appl~" to the Long-tailed Chat.
Apparently at Superior, Kuckolls County, the Chat is nhiefly a
migrant. It was first noted there in the spring on May 9, 1 !J20 (SBC; L.
O. I. No. +3, p. 8 and Supp., p.l), May 14, 1!J3± (Jh; N. B. R. ii, p. 73),
May 14, 1938 (1\. O. U. field day; N. B. R, Ii, p. 41), May 17, 1925
(SBC; L. O. 1. No.7, Snpp., p. 1), and l\Iay 22, 1939 (Jh; N. B. H.,
viii, p. 16), an average date of ahout May 15. The bird first noted hy
Mrs. H. C. Johnston on May 14, 1934, remained in her yard until l\Iay
2B, on which day it sang all day, from e.arly morning until the sun went
down (N. B. R, ii, p.73). We have no direct evidence as to which subspecies are concerned in these migl'ution dates, but it is not improbable
that they include records of both the Yellow-breasted and Long-tailed
Chats. It is likely, also, that the Yellow-breasted Chat rarely nests in
this locality.
At Hed Cloud, Webster County, unquestionably hoth the Yellowbreasted Chat and the Long-tailed Chat occur during migrations, and
the Yellow-breasted Chat is with little doubt a rare breeder in that locality, though no nests have actually been found. The earliest springdates arc May 9, 1936 (L; N. B. Ho, iI', Pl'. 64 and 0±), May 9, 1937 (T;
1\. B. H., Y, p. 64)" May 15, 1925 (L; L. O. 1. No.7, SuPp., p. 1),
May 16, 1931 (L; L. O. T. No. 60, ]l. 7 and Supp., p. 1), May 1!J, 1935 iT;
N. B. 1\., iii, pp. IOO and 112), and May 22, 19:38 (T; N. B. H. vi, p. 40),
an average date of May 15 for the six years.
On :iYIay 19, 1!J35, Mrs.
'1'rine noted two Chats, both of which remained about her yard until
May 2G. They hecame quite tame, and she fed them moistened bread at
the back door. She distinguished them by the white line over the eye,
which ,,"as broad in one bird and only about one-third as wide in the
other. On :\Ja," 28, another Chat, with the line over the eye still nano\\'er, )lut in an ap1waranee, but it remained only" the one rla.\' (N. B. H., iii,
]'. 1(0). iIlr. LlHllow al:<o reported that u pair of Chats first seen May
20, 1935, remained oYer May 21 to 2:3, indnsi I'e (:f. B. R iii, p. 99).
'l'llP Chat noted by Mr. Ludlow on May 9, 1936, was seen again Oil ~Iay
10, and Mrs. Trine saw olle on l\[ay 13 of that ~"e"r (1\. B. H., iv, p. 04).
The bird aboVE' recorded by Mrs. Trine for May :22, 103B was one found
,on the road near Hed Cloud. It had just been killed b~' a car, as its body
was still warm and limp. Mrs. Trine checked this bird carefully amI
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identified it as the eastern form, because of its relatively short tail,
lesser total length, and coloration. But two days later, on May 24, 1938,
she saw in her yard a Chat that she identified definitely as a Longtailed Chat. It came on her doorstep a few feet away, and she had an
excellent opportunity for observing its coloration, which was that of
the Long-tailed Chat (N. B. R., vi, pp. 30-31). Mrs. Trine watched a
Chat all day long on the very late date of June 14, 1938, which indicates that the species rarely breeds in that locality (N. B. R., yi, p. 21).
Members of the Brooking Bird Club have furnished a record of the
first dates of spring arrival of the Chat (subsp.) in the Hastings,
Adams County, vicinity for 1919 and 1920 and for 14 of the past 15
years (1925 to 1939, inclusive, except 1936). These dates are May 10,
1919 (M), May 10, 1928 (BBC; L. 0.1. No. 32, p. 7 and No. 33, Supp.,
p. 1), May 10, 1930 (BBC; L. O. 1. No. 51, Supp., p. 1), May 12,. 1927
(BBC; L. O. 1. No. 23, SUpD., p. 1), May 13,1934 (J and Jo; N. B. R, ii,.
pp. 73 and 87), May 14, 1939 (Y; N. B. R., yiii, p. 41), May 15, ID25 (.I;
L. O. 1. No.7, Supp., p. 1) May 15, 1926 (BBe; L. O. 1. No. 17, p. 10
and No. 18, Supp., p. 1), May 15,1932 (BBC; L. O. 1. No. 66, p. 9 and
Supp., p. 1), May 15, 1938 (Rw;N. B. R., vi,p.40), May 16,1931 (Jo and
Fir; L. O. I. No. 60, p. 8 and Supp., p. I', May 17,1037 (Jo; N. B. R.,
v, p. 64), May 18,.1920 (B), May 18, 1929 (BBC; L. 0.1. No. 43, p. 7
and Supp" p. 1), May 18, 1,935 (Sy; N. B. R., iii, pp. 95, 97 and 112),
and May 20, 1933 (BBC; N. B. R., i, pp. 73,. 78 and 81), an average of"
about May ]5.
With little doubt both the Yellow-breasted Chat and the Longtailed Chat .are represented in these Hastings vicinity migration dates.
The May 18, 1920, date is based on a male specimen collected at Inland, Clay County, by A. M. Brooking and now No. 2634-A in his collection. This specimen measures (in mm.), total length, 188, wing, 80,
and tail, 81, and is clearlv the Long-tailed Chat. An adult male collected
at Brickton, Adams County, May 10, 1919, with little doubt migrating,
in the collection of M. H. Swenk, .also represents a very large typical
specimen of thc Long-tailed Chat (wing, 80.5, tail, 85.5).
During the summer of 1929, the Chat was found nesting along the
Little Blue River south of Hastings, according to Mrs. A. M. Jones (I,.
O. I. No. 44, p. 6). George E. Hudson found the Chat commonly present
during the period from June 6 to 9, 1937, in the Hastings vicinity, where
it was probably again breeding that season (N. B. R., vi,. p. 13).
The
probabilities are that the breeding birds in this vicinity are referable to
the Yellow-breasted Chat.
C. A. Black has reported the Chat as a common migrant at Keac'ney, Buffalo County, but docs not know it to summer there.
A male
specimen in his collection has a tail only 78 mm. long, which probably'
represents an immature Long-tailed Chat. Harold Turner has recorded
what was believed to be the Long-tailed Chat from Holstein, Adams
County, on May 16,1935 (N. B. R., iii, p. 97). Dr. H. Hapeman has recorded the Long-tailed Chat for Minden, Kearney County, on May 13,.
1928 (L. O. 1. No. 32, p. 10). J. Earl Ludwick (mss. notes) reported it
as a common breeder at McCook, Redwillow County, in the 1890's.
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In the North Platte vicinity, the earliest arrivals of the Chat have
been 'reported for May 7, 1937 (CI; N. B. R., v, p. 64), May 8, 1938 (CI;
N. B. R., vi, p. 40),May 13,1939 (To; N. B. K, vii,pp. 41 and 47), May 16,
1936 (To; N. B. R., iv, pp. 64 and 74)" and May 22,. 1935 (NPBC; N. B.
R., iii, p. 102), an average date for the five ye.a.rs of about May 13.
What were identified in the field as Long-tailed Chats were seen on the
N. O. U. field days on May 16, 1936,. and May 13, 1939 (N. B. R., iv, p.
74, and vii, p. 47). Additional to the evidently breeding record of J. G.
Cooper for August 13, 1857, already mentioned, H. E. Weakly saw a
Long-tailed Chat on the North Platte Substation grounds in July,
193'5, all of which indicates that it is an occasional hreeder in that 10'
cality. Probably all of the migrants through the North Platte vicinity
M"e the western subspecies.
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Glandon have reported the spring arrival of the
Chat for five seasons at Stapleton, Logan County. The dates are May
9, 1934 (N. B. Ri., ii, pp. 77 and 87), May 11" 1935 (N. B. R., iii, pp.
1,04-112), May 17, 1938 (N. B. R., vi, p. 40), May 24, 1937 (N. B. R., vi,
p. 64), and May 24, 1939 (N. B. R., vii, p. 41), an average date for the
five years of about May 17. The birds seen at Stapleton are regarded as
Long-tailed Chats, and while the species is common in mig,rations, it is
not known to summer in that vicinity (N. B. R., ii, p. 35).
Chats migrate through the Lincoln vicinity during late August and
in September. The earliest available fall date is August 26, 1932 (Wi;
L. O. 1. No. 67, p. 4), when a bird was noted, that was joined on August
31 by another, both remaining throughout the day. The same observer
noted the species again on August 26, 1936 (Wi; N. B. R., iv, p. 87) and
on September 2, 1931 (Wi; L. O. 1. No. 63, p. 2). On September 16,
1939, Mrs. George O. Smith nicked up a dead female Chat from her
driveway and gave it to M. H. Swenk for preservation. This specimen
is unquestionably a Long-tailed Chat. The latest fall date for Lincoln
is September 26, 1935 (Sw; N. B. l~., iii, p. 148). F .•J. Brezee has recorded the Long--tailed Chat from Lincoln (Bruner, 1896). Unquestionably both the Yellow-hreasted Chat and the Long-tailed Chat migrate
through the Lincoln vicinity during last August and in September, but
sufficient specimens are not available to indicate the relative commonness of the two forms.
At Superior, Nuckolls County, we have evidence of individual Chats
prolonging their sojourn in the fall migration, as already recorded for
the spring migration. Mrs. George L. Day has reported (N. B. R., iii, p.
105) that in the fall of 1934 a Chat stayed with them long and late,
feasting on the watermelons provided for the birds. At Red Cloud, Webster County, C. S. Ludlow reported that the Chat (subsp.) was noted on
September 9, 1938 (N. B. R., viii, p. 7) and that one was present at the
pool on his place from September 14 to 18, 1934 (N. B. R., iii, p. 18).
Mrs. A. H. Jones noted one at Hastings, Adams County, September 15,
1939 (N. B. R., viii, p. 23) and the Brooking Bird Club reported one on
September 17,1926 (L. 0.1. No. 19, p. 3). R. E. Weir collected an immature male Long-tailed Chat in Monroe Canyon, Sioux County, on
August 27, 1921.

Fig. 1-Distribution and migration of the Chat in the l\Iissouri Valley
States.
Vertical hatching shows the breeding range of the Yellow-brE'astcd
Chat, diagonal hatching that of the Long-tailed Chat. Round spots show some
known breeding and migration stations of the Yellow-breasted Chat, square
ones stations of the Long-tailed Chat.
In Nebraska, the Long-tailed Chat
breeds exclusively above 2,000 feet elevation, except in the Niobrara River
Valley east of the Keyapaha-Rock County line, while thE' Yellow-breastpd
Chat breeds from around 2,000 feet to the west down to a little less than !.lOn
f,~ct of elevation eastwardly. Average dates of spring arrival in April (St.
Louis. lVlissouri) and in May (all other localities) are shown by numerals
aJong the pr'incipal nnrthward lines of migration. Xote the rapid movement
of the Yellow-breasted Chat north in Iowa to latitude 40 degrees, and then
its very slow fUrther spTead into northern Iowa and :\finnesota, except along
the Missouri River Valley bottom.
Also its slow westward and northward
Spirt ad in eastern Nebraska along the Little and Big Blue, Nemaha and Elkhorn Rivers in northeastern Kansas and eastern Nebraska. The influx of
thl) Long-ta:iled Chat from the southwest along the South Platte and Niohrara RivE'I's to the heads of the Loup Rivers in the northern Nebraska sandhills closely parallels the movem(~nt of the Yellow-breasted Chat farther east.
Thp two east(lrnmost North Dakota migration records of the Long-tailed
Chat repres 'nt single (not average) arrival dates, and are shown in par€'ntheses.
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The Yellow-breasted Chats of southeastern Nebraska agree fairly
well in size with those from farther east. Four adult males from N emaha, Cass and Lancaster Counties measure (in mm.) : Length, 176-189
(179.9); extent, 231; wing, 73.5-78 (76.1): tail, 73-7/ (75.4; tarsus, 25;
culmen 13-15 (14); depth of bill at base, 6.5.
A Cass County female
measures: 182; 240; 77; 75; 26.3; 15; 7.
A series of eight adult male
specimens of the Long-tailed Chat from central and western Nebraska
measure as follows, 177-]90 (183); 228-267 (243); 76.5-80.5 (78.6);
78-85.5 (81.7); 26-26.7 (26.4); 13.5-15.5 (14.4); 6.8-7 (6.9). A series
of three adult females give the following parallel measurements: 182·
187 (184); 247-256 (251.5); 76.5-81.5 (79.0); 79-82 (80.3); 26.5-27
(26.6); 13.5-15 (14.5); 7. Nebr.aska breeding specimens of the Longtailed Chat average distinctly less in length of wing and tail than specimens from northern California, and are about intermediate in size as
compared with birds from Montana and eastern Colorado on the one
hand ,and birds from western Texas and southern Arizona on the other.
It is not unlikely that the Long-tailed Chat as at present recognized
may prove to embrace more than one valid subspecies.
It is interesting that there seem to be no records of the Long-tailed
Chat ha,ing been taken during migrations in the states of Minnesota,
Iowa or Missouri. It is probable that this is due more to insufficient
('olleding or inadequate identific.ation, or both, rathe'!' than to the actual
[J hscnce of this subspecies as a migrant in thes? three states.

The names of the persons and organizations responsible for the migration dates used in this paper, and of the N. O. V. publications referred to therein, are indicated in the text by symbols" of which the
following is the key: B=A. M. Brooking, BBC=Brooking Bird Club, Cl
=Mrs. Garl N. Collister. D=R. W. Dawson, E Miss Mary Ellsworth,
Fl=Mrs. J. D. Fuller, Hg=D. A. Haggard, Hk-F. W. Haecker, Hu
=George E. Hudson, J=Mrs. A. H. Jones, Je=Harold C. Jones,
Jh-Mrs. H. C. Johnston, Jo=Mrs. A. M. Jones, L. O. L=Letter of Information of the N. O. V., L=Charles S. Ludlow, M=C. E. Mickel, Mi=
C. A. Mitchell, N. B. R. =Nebraska Bird Review, N. O. V.=Nebraska
Ornithologists' Vnion, NPBC=North Platte Bird Club, ONSC=Omaha
Nature Study Club, Ro Miss Elizabeth Rooney, Rw-Misses Nelle and
Zett.a Rowe, SBC'=Superior Bird Club, Sh ~1rs. Mary B. Shook, Sw=
Mrs. Myron H. Swenk, Sy=Miss 1\1. Caryle Sylla, T=Mrs. George W.
Trine, To Wilson 'fout, W=R. H. Wolcott, Wh=Don B. Whelan, Wi=
Miss Louisa E. Wilson, W=Leonard Worley, Y-Ml's. Hoy Youngblood, and Z=.John T. Zimmer.
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Some Winter and Early Spring Bird Notes from Superior, Nuckolls
COU'ntY.-I saw two flocks of Western Mourning Doves on December 24,
J 939, and people have been reporting them present during February and
March of 194,0, so I think they may be put down definitely as wintering
here in 1939-4,0. European Starlings were also present in the Superior
vicinity during the past winter.
On March 1,0, 1940, while driving
through the park at the west edge of Superior I saw more Eastern
Common Bluebirds than I have ever seen here at one time. Qn March 17,
on my first spring bird walk, i noted the Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk
(subsp.), Western Mourning Dove, Eastern Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Eastern Crow, Black-capped Chickadee (subsp.), Eastern
Robin, Western Meadowlark, Red-winged Blackbird (subsp.), Bronzed
Grackle, Eastern Cardinal, American Goldfinch (subsp.), Eastern Slatecolored Junco, "Vestern Grasshopper Sparrow, Eastern Chipping
Sparrow and Song Sparrow (subsp.).-MHS. EARLE LIONBERGER,
Superior, Nebr.

The 1940 Spring Waterfowl Migration in Central Nebraska.-On
March 26, 194,0, while driving along the highway through Buffalo, Dawson, and eastern Lincoln Counties, I noted an abundance of migrating
waterfowl. The Northern American Coot was noted near Elm Creek,
Buffalo County. Near Qverton, Dawson County, 1 saw flocks of Brown
Cranes (subsp.) flying in the Platte Hiver Valley. Local residents informed me that these birds had been numerous since early in the month.
All the way across Dawson County I saw many flocks of Lesser Snow
-Geese flying north. They were especially numerous between Lexington
and Darr. "Vest of Darr the flocks were fewer, and in Lincoln County
there were but few geese, but ducks of various species were numerous.
Thiek-billed Red-winged Blackbirds were abundant in the sloughs along
the road all through western Dawson and eastern Lincoln Counties.
Five days earlier, on March 21, I saw literally tens of thousands of
geese-Lesser Snow, Canada (subsp.) and Blue Geese, principally-flying above the Platte River east of Fremont. Many were flying high,
but most of them low, only a few hundred filet above the ground, and
quite a number alighted in the cornfields. The few flocks that were seen
were flying mueh higher.-~DQN B. WHELAN, Lincoln, Nebr.

The Nebra.ska Ornithologists' Union will hold its Forty-first Annual
Meeting on Friday, May 10, 1940, at Omaha, Nebraska, .and its Thirtysixth Annual Field Day on Saturday, May 11, with an additional Historical Field Day on SlIlDday, May 12. All of these meetings and field days
will be held under the sponsorship of the Omaha Nature Study Club as
host organization. The beautiful Joslyn Memorial building at 22nd and
Dodge Streets will be the headquarters for the meeting. Registration will
begin on Friday at 10 :0.0 A. M. in the Omaha Camera Room on the ground
floor of the Memorial. The registration fee of $1.00 includes the plate
at the annual banquet and the field trip luncheon. Special exhibits of
bird paintings by Max Brasher, Kent, Connecticut, bird photographs 'and
paintings by Nebraska artists, bird wood carvings by F. J. Keller of
Antioch, Nebraska, .and exhibits by the Wild Flower Preservation Society of Washington, D. C., the Fontenelle Forest Association of Omaha,
and the Nebraska Game, Forestation and Parks Commission, will be in
place.
The business session will start at 11 :00 A. M. sharp in the Lecture
Room of the Memorial. After the noon recess. the business session will
be resumed at 1 :00 P. M., and at its close, scheduled for 2 :00 P. M.,
there will be a conducted tour of the Joslyn Memorial, leading to the
Lecture Hall for the afternoon presentation of a program on "Nebraska's Bird Heritage". The President's address on "Nebraska's Varied
Flora as a Habitat for a Much Varied and Abundant Bird Fauna" will
be given starting at 3 :00 P. M. This will be followed by addresses upon
"Nebraska's Bird Life---.Past.and Present" by F. W. Haecker of Omaha
and "What the U. S. Biological Survey is Doing for Conservation in Nebraska" by Clyde L. Licking, the Biological Survey G.ame Management
Agent located at Omaha, motion pictures on bird banding, and an exhibit of colored photo'graphs of birds by Dr. R. Allyn Moser of Omaha.
It is planned to recess at 5 :00 P. M. to prepare for the annual banquet
at the Elks' Club, which is called for 6 :00 P. M. The evening program,
beginning at 8 :00 P. M., will consist of addresses by Glenn Viehmeyer,
of the Plains States Forestry Project, U. S. Forest Service, Stapleton,
on "Planting for Food and Cover"; E. R. Kalmbach, Senior Biologist,
U. S. Biological Survey, Denver, Colorado, on "Ornithological Research
Problems Confronting the Federal Government"; and Roy N. Towl, Park
Commissioner of Omaha on' "Fontenelle Forest and the Omaha Park
System", followed by motion pictures of Fontenelle Forest presented by
Dr. Harold Gifford.
The field parties will leave the Dodge Street side of the Joslyn
Memorial at 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00 A. M. on Saturday, under special
leaders. All parties will meet at noon for luncheon at Bellevue Presbyterian Church, the oldest church in the oldest town in Nebraska. After
compiling the composite list, there will be brief talks on the "History of
Bellevue" by Dr. L. C. Denise, President of the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary, and "Educational Value of Fontenelle Forrest" by M.
B. Jenkins of the Conservation and Survey Division of the University of
Nebraska. Beginning ,at 3 :00 P. M. there will be a field trip to the Missouri River heronries. The Sunday trip will visit Blackbird Hill, Engineer Cantonment and Fort Atkinson, Fort Lisa, Cabanne's Trading Post,
the Mormon Winter Camp and Cemetery, the ghost town of Rockport,
and other points of ornithological and historical interest.

ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE
NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
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Retiring President
Lincoln, December 16............................................ Lawrence Bruner
Omaha, January 12....................•...................................1. S. Trostler
Lincoln, 1!'ebruary 1....................................................E. H. Barbour
Lincoln, January 24........................................................J. M. Bates
Lincoln, January 3'O................................................F. H. Shoemaker
Omaha, December 31....................................................R. H. Wolcott
Lincoln, December 29 ......................................................Wilson Tout
Lincoln, January 19........................................................ S. R. Towne
Bellevue, May 8.............................................................. M. H. Swenk
Lincoln, May 14..............................................................August Eiche
Peru, April 29........................................................H. B. Duncanson
Lincoln, May 5 ............................................................Louis Sessions
Lincoln, May 1,0............................................................H. B. Lowry
Lincoln, May 9..................................................................D. C. Hilton
Lincoln, May 15....................................................Lawrence Bruner
Omaha, May 7.............................................................. T. C. Stephens
Omaha, May 1:>................•..........•.......•.............••...••.... R. W. Dawson
Lincoln, May 4..............................................................R. H. Wolcott
Omaha, May 1,0 .............................................................. C. E. Mickel
Hastings, May 9........................................................ A. M. Brooking
Lincoln, May 14..............................................................C. A. Black
Omaha, May 13................................................................H. B. Lowry
Lincoln, May 19..............................................................H. Hapeman
Fairbury, May 11...................................... Mrs. Addison E. Sheldon
Lincoln, May 9..............................................................R. H. Wolcott
Superior, May 8............................................................R. H. Wolcott
Omaha, May 14................................................Mrs. C. W. McCaskill
Hastings, May 13.............................................................. C. K. Hart
Lincoln, May 11............................................................ L. H. Watson
Sioux City, Iowa, May 1'O ........................................Mrs. A. H. Jones
Omaha, May 16................................................Miss Mary St. Martin
Lincoln, May 15..............................................................F. G. Collins
Hastings, May 13............................................................L. O. Horsky
Fairbury, May 12..............................................Miss Susie Callawav
Omaha, May 18..................................................Mrs. L. H. McKillip
Sioux City, Iowa, May 1'O................................ Miss Mary Ellsworth
North Platte, May 15......................................................L. M. Gates
Hastings, May 21.. ..............................................Mrs. H. C. Johnston
Superior, May 13............................................................H. E. Weakly
North Platte, May 12............................................George E. Hudson
Omaha, May 1,0............................................................ Fred Eastman

