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changes in the amount and distribution of precipitation, being more frequent periods of
extended droughts. Thus, an adequate estimation of water demand in cattle production is
of high importance. At present, there are a limited number of studies that have addressed
water intake prediction in growing and finishing cattle in feed yards [2–7].

Air temperature has been widely used as an indicator of animal comfort and perfor-
mance [8–10]. Likewise, it is considered one of the primary factors affecting thermal balance
in cattle [11]. However, along with ambient air temperature, other factors such as wind
speed, humidity, and solar radiation are involved in the thermal balance of cattle [12], which
in turn affects water intake behavior. Adequate estimation of environmental effects on the
thermal balance of cattle requires that climatic variables be obtained at appropriate loca-
tions. For instance, air temperature decreases with height above the ground surface [13–15].
In addition, wind speed increases with height and depends on the roughness of the terrain
and the stability of the atmosphere [16–18]. However, air temperature and wind speed
are usually recorded at 3.0 m height, whereas the typical steer hip height is approximately
1.3 m (ranging from 1.04 to 1.52 m), with the middle of the animal estimated at around
0.9 m in height. In this regard, solar radiation has also been recognized as an important
factor in animal thermal balance [9,12,19], modifying the animal body temperature as well
as the respiration rate [20–22]. Although solar radiation has been widely studied on its
direct effects on animals, less is known about the effects of it on the pen surface and the
impact on the microclimate at the pens at which animals are maintained during the growing
and finishing phases. Additionally, pen surface properties may change because of animal
activity, precipitation, and manure deposits of organic matter that accumulate over the
feeding period [23]. These changes alter the soil heat conductivity and capacity. Thus, we
hypothesize that the pen surface temperature could be a reliable predictor of daily water
intake and tympanic temperature in finishing steers because of the proximity of cattle to
the soil and its microclimate. The objective of this study was to assess the pen surface
temperature as a predictor of daily water intake on finishing cattle.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Micrometeorological and Water Intake Data Collection

The relationship between daily water intake (DWI), the pen surface temperature (PST),
and the soil temperature at 10.2 cm depth (ST) were established using information from
a set of experiments conducted from 2003 to 2006 at the Haskell Agricultural Laboratory
in Concord, NE (42◦23′ N latitude and 96◦57′ W longitude; elevation 445 m). The pens
used in this study had no shelter or windbreak. All the experiments used finishing steer
Angus crossbred cattle. Climate data were collected continuously (10 min intervals) in a
weather station implemented with a data logger CR10X (Campbell Scientific Inc., North
Logan, Utah) and then summarized to get hourly data. The weather station was located
at the center of the fence line dividing the two central pens of the alley. Soil temperature
(10.2 cm depth) was recorded using a thermistor model 107 (Campbell Scientific Inc., North
Logan, Utah), which was located within a tube buried next to the fence that separated
pens and attached to the weather station. Pen surface temperature was recorded using a
laser infrared gun located approximately 2.0 m above ground. The laser gun was attached
to the weather station and directed to the center of the mound in the center of the pen
(approximately 1.5 m from the fence) an area commonly used by the animals. Wind speed
was recorded using an anemometer model 014A (Met One Instruments, Inc., Grants Pass,
Oregon), whereas air temperature and relative humidity were recorded with an HMP35
sensor (Campbell Scientific Inc., North Logan, UT, USA). Net solar radiation was obtained
from the High Plains Climate Center automated weather station located 0.6 km west and
1.5 km north of the feedlot near Concord, NE. Daily water intake was estimated by dividing
the total water intake by the number of animals in each set of two adjacent pens (n = 17),
which shared a common water tank.

In the summer of 2007 (26 June to 15 August 2007), an experiment was conducted to
validate the equations obtained to predict daily water intake (DWI). In this experiment,
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a total of 112 Angus crossbred steers (7 heads/pen, mean BW 417 ± 3.4 kg) were fed a
finishing diet based on dry-rolled corn (76% DM). Variables of interest were collected over
a 51-day period. In addition, two steers per pen were fitted with a data logger iButton®

(DS1922L, Nexsens Technology, Beavercreek, OH, USA) to collect tympanic temperature
(TT) as an estimator of core body temperature. Hourly TT were collected over a 7-day
period, from 5 to 12 July 2007. These data were also used to assess the relationship between
PST, ST, and air temperature (AT). In addition, for this period the day was divided into
daytime (0700 to 2000) and nighttime (2100 to 0600). Finally, simple linear, quadratic, and
cubic regression models were estimated using net solar radiation to predict DWI.

2.2. Statistical Analysis

The data set used to obtain the DWI prediction equations was divided into two groups:
(1) the overall model representing the period May to October, and (2) the summer model
representing the period June to August. The data were analyzed using statistical packages
JMP® (Version 5.0.1.2, SAS Inc., Cary, NC, USA) and SAS® (Version 9.01, SAS Inc., Cary,
NC, USA). Scatterplots and ANOVA were used to assess the relationship and differences
among ambient AT, PST, ST, and black-globe temperature. Simple linear and polynomial
regression analyses were conducted to obtain DWI equations based on ST and PST. Finally,
the models were assessed using a graphical representation of actual DWI, predicted DWI,
and the analysis of the residuals of each model using data collected during the summer of
2007. For the hourly TT prediction model data from PST, ST, and TT from the experiment
conducted in Concord, NE was used. All data collected during the 7 days period (climatic
and TT) were averaged per hour of the day and then modeled. One model was obtained for
the overall period 24 h dataset, then data was split into two subsets one for the night-time
from 2100 to 0600 h and another for daytime from 0700 to 2000 h. Correlations and linear,
quadratic, and cubic linear regressions were assessed in each case.

3. Results
3.1. Daily Water Intake Model Development

Regression equations (linear and polynomial) were obtained using both data sets
(overall period and summer season) and compared to determine which variables in the
study best explained DWI in finishing cattle. The mean DWI was 23.56 ± 0.57 and
34.15 ± 0.76 L/head/day for the overall and summer season periods, respectively. Summer
DWI was similar to those reported by Hicks et al. [4] for the period of July-August, Jeter [24]
for a 150-day feeding period in Texas, and Arias and Mader [5] in Nebraska. Table 1 shows
a summary of the adjusted r2 (Adj. r2) for ST and PST. Pen surface temperature was a better
predictor of DWI than ST for the summer and overall periods (Adj. r2 = 0.69 vs. 0.08 and
0.82 vs. 0.65 for the summer and overall periods, respectively). Figure 1 displays the fits
of the summer and overall models, as well as their respective equations using the PST as
the predicting variable. Figure 1a shows a positive response of the amount of DWI to PST
(p < 0.01). The best fit for the overall model was a quadratic one (Adj. r2 = 0.86, Table 1,
p < 0.01). The cubic model only improves in 1% the observed variability regarding the
quadratic one. However, in the summer the cubic polynomial equation increased from 0.69
to 0.72 (Table 1). Figure 1b shows the linear relationship between ST and DWI during the
study period (overall and summer models). In the overall model, a steer increases its DWI
by 2.4 L per degree increase in ST, between −5 and 35 ◦C (p < 0.01). The quadratic and
cubic polynomial models did not improve the Adj. r2. In the summer, although the linear
and quadratic models were significant, they explain poorly the variability observed in DWI
(Adj. r2 < 0.08).
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Table 1. Adjusted coefficients of determination (p-values) for models’ prediction of daily water intake
(DWI) using soil temperature and pen surface temperature.

Predictor Variable and Models Linear Quadratic Cubic

Soil
temperature

Overall
n = 362

0.65
(<0.01)

0.65
(0.02)

0.65
(0.28)

Summer
n = 143

0.08
(<0.01)

0.11
(0.08)

0.10
(0.64)

Pen surface
temperature

Overall
n = 211

0.82
(<0.01)

0.86
(<0.01)

0.87
(<0.01)

Summer
n = 55

0.69
(<0.01)

0.68
(0.85)

0.72
(<0.01)
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Figure 1. Relationship of daily water intake (DWI) and pen surface temperature (PST) with best
fitting equations for (a) the overall model (May to October) and for (b) the summer model (June to
August.

The overall model corresponds to the May-October period, whereas the summer
model includes the June-August period. Soil temperature was recorded at 10.2 cm depth
next to the fence dividing the central pen. Pen surface temperature was recorded with a
laser gun located at approximately 2.0 m above ground and directed to the mound in the
center of the pen, an area commonly used by the animals.

3.2. Tympanic Temperature Model Development

The mean TT and mean PST, for the period of seven days of validation, are presented
in Table 2. Pen surface temperature, as expected, was higher during the daytime and lower
during nighttime (34.8 ± 2.05 vs. 20.7 ± 0.74 ◦C, respectively; p < 0.001). Similarly, TT
was also higher in the daytime than during nighttime (39.3 ± 0.13 vs. 38.8 ± 0.08 ◦C,
respectively; p = 0.008). The best-fit model for the 24 h period was linear explaining about
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75% of the observed variability (TT = 37.8331 + 0.0423 PST, r2 = 0.7581). Meanwhile, the
quadratic and cubic models were non-significant (p > 0.05). When the dataset was split into
night-time and daytime the best-fit model for the night period was a quadratic one and
a linear one for the daytime (Figure 2). The correlation values for TT and PST night and
daytime were 0.92 and 0.89, respectively. The daytime model was non-significant (p > 0.05)
for quadratic and cubic polynomials.

Table 2. Summary of main climatic variables and tympanic temperature for the week of validation (5
to 12 July 2007).

ST, ◦C AT, ◦C PST, ◦C SR, W/m2 WS, m/s THI TT, ◦C

Mean 27.98 24.22 24.41 197.50 2.31 71.43 39.24
SEM 0.38 0.91 1.50 43.50 0.21 1.16 0.08
Min 23.31 11.50 7.74 −80.83 0.61 52.96 38.52
Max 32.15 34.46 40.82 683.32 6.00 83.25 40.44

Abbreviation: ST = Soil temperature at 10.2 cm depth; AT = Air temperature; PST = Pen surface temperature;
SR = Net solar radiation; TT = Tympanic temperature; THI = Temperature-humidity index; WS = Wind speed.
SEM = Standard error of the mean.
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Figure 2. The best fitting equations for predicting tympanic temperature (TT) using pen surface
temperature (PST) as a predictor variable (a) = nighttime from 2100 to 0600 h, and (b) for daytime
from 0700 to 2000 h).

Figure 3 displays the average hourly values of ST, PST, AT, and TT from 5 to 12 July
2007. Soil temperatures had the lowest variation throughout the day and were higher
than those recorded for AT during the evening and night-time but were lower than the
PST during the daytime. Air temperature and ST showed a pattern similar to TT with
an increase during the daytime and a decrease during the night-time, showing changes
within 24 h period (p < 0.0001). Soil temperature was higher than air temperature between
2000 and 0900 h, whereas no differences were found between 1000 and 1900 h (p > 0.05).
Likewise, PST was similar to AT between 2100 and 0700 h (p > 0.05), and it had a similar
pattern to net solar radiation since its values quickly increased after sunrise reaching its
peak between 1300 and 1800 h (net solar radiation data not shown). For the period of study
(5 to 12 July 2007), the mean PST was 4.6 and 0.93 ◦C greater than the mean ST and the
mean AT, respectively (29.0 ± 1.89, 28.0 ± 0.37, and 24.4 ± 0.97, p < 0.0001), whereas the
daily mean TT was 39.1 ± 0.094 ◦C.
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temperature, and tympanic temperature by the hour of the day (5 to 12 July 2007). The bars within
each variable correspond to the respective standard error of the mean.

3.3. Daily Water Intake Models’ Validation

Table 2 summarizes the main climatic variables, the temperature-humidity index, and
TT for the experiment conducted at Concord, NE (5 to 12 July 2007) to validate the models.
Although mean values for the PST and AT were similar, there was a great variation across
the day (Figure 3). On the other hand, ST had a higher mean value but less variation across
the day (range = 8.84). During the experimental period mean wind speed showed a bell
pattern with higher values after 0900 h (>2.7 m/s), reaching the maximum values between
1200 and 1800 h (>3.0 m/s) and the peak of 3.4 m/s at 1500 h. After that, mean wind speed
decreases quickly to values lower than 1.4 m/s at 2100 h. During the nighttime, values
ranged from 1.0 to 1.4 m/s. In this manner, the time of day that had the maximum wind
speed coincided with the time of day with maximum solar radiation, helping cattle to
alleviate heat load.

The observed and predicted DWI are presented in Table 3. The mean DWI recorded
was higher than that reported by other researchers [3,6,25] and similar to previous reports
by Hicks et al. [4], Jeter [24], and Arias and Mader [5]. Observed DWI and net solar
radiation of the validation experimental period are shown in Figure 4, along with predicted
DWI using the PST as the predictor variable (summer and overall models). For instance,
the peak of DWI of 59.9 L/day was observed on 2 August 2007, whereas the lowest DWI
recorded was on 8 August 2007 (14.3 L/day). This drop in DWI appears to be related to the
drop in net solar radiation. However, when simple and quadratic linear regression models
were performed using net solar radiation with the validation dataset the Adj. r2 were 0.42
and 0.47, respectively (p < 0.01). The relationship between net solar radiation and DWI was
clear during August but was nonexistent during July (Table 4).


