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Ameridacne Skelley, 2009, full generic status 
Figures 17–18 

Dacne (Ameridacne) Skelley 2009: 12. Type Dacne brodzinskyi Skelley 1997: 51, by original designation.

Diagnosis. Some characters that help diagnose Ameridacne include: Antennal club strongly capitate. Pronotal 
anterior margin convex and swollen, covering base of head (hood-like). Pronotal punctures evenly distributed. 
Proventrite with lines generally short, central plate not prominent. Lateral pronotal marginal bead thin entire 
length. *Mesocoxae narrowly separated, meso-metaventrite juncture arched (Fig. 17–18).
Included species. Two species: 
Ameridacne brodzinskyi (Skelley, 1997)† 
Ameridacne ducke (Skelley, 2004) 
Distribution. New World tropics.
Remarks. Although members of Ameridacne are similar to Dacne in most characters, they have a narrow sepa-
ration of the mesocoxae and arched meso-metaventrite suture, similar to Echinothallis and members of other 
erotylid subfamilies. This narrowed connection implies a single-knob internal meso-metaventrite connection. A 
widened junction between the mesocoxae with an internal double-knob connection is an apomorphy defining 
Erotylinae (Leschen 2003). The narrowed connection may be a plesiomorphy, which presents a major concern 
with the taxonomic placement of Ameridacne and Echinothallis in the Dacnini (see discussion in Skelley et al. 
2021). Raising Ameridacne to generic-level is justified until more detailed analyses can be performed to solidify 
tribal placement. 

Figures 13–16. Ventral view of proventrite and female genitalia. 13–14) Afrodacne aequinoctialis. 15–16) Micro-
sternus ulkei (Crotch) (Reproduced from Boyle 1956). 


