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Indian-White Relations in the United States: A
Bibliography of Works Published 1975-
1980. By Francis Paul Prucha. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1982. Index.
viii + 179 pp. $14.95.

One of the shortcomings of any bibliography
is that it is somewhat out-of-date by the time itis
published. The more being written in its area of
coverage, the sooner it needs to be updated. It
is an indication of the current interest in Indian-
white relations that Francis Paul Prucha’s com-
pendious bibliographical guide published in
1977 has already had to be supplemented with a
bibliography containing more than three thou-
sand entries. In the single area of legal relations,
for example, nearly three hundred fifty new
titles have appeared in the years 1975-1980.

Users of Prucha’s original guide will find
the organization of the supplement essentially
the same, though because of the smaller num-
ber of items some subheadings have been
combined. The encyclopedic thoroughness of
the earlier work characterizes the supplement
as well, and the self-imposed limitations (e.g.,
the exclusion of “strictly anthropological
works”) of the former have been observed here
also.

Given the overlapping nature of many works,
the choice of a heading under which to place
each one must have posed a difficult problem—
one that has been very well met on the whole.
Because of the decision to list each item only
once and to dispense with cross-references, the
user must expect to refer frequently to the
extremely full index. Some titles might almost
as logically have been placed under one head-
ing as under another. For example, the collec-
tion of short biographies of the men who
have served as commissioners of Indian affairs,
edited by Robert Kvasnicka and Herman Viola,
is not listed under ‘“Persons Concerned with
Indian Affairs” but under “The Indian Depart-
ment.”

The user needs to keep in mind the coverage
of this book: it is a bibliography of works on
Indian-white relations, not on the American
Indian in general. Nevertheless, since the re-
corded history of most tribes amounts to a
chronicle of their contacts with Europeans,
such a bibliography includes the titles of many
works that treat of much more than Indian-
white relations. For example, numerous tribal
histories are listed, such as those in the Indian
Tribal Series published at Phoenix. If the
number of entries is an accurate reflection of
the amount of work being done on individual
tribes, some are receiving far more attention
than others—an inference one might draw
from the inclusion of eighty-six titles on
the Cherokee Indians and only two on the
Chickasaws.

Like its predecessor, this bibliographical
guide will prove a well-nigh indispensable tool
for scholars working in the field of Indian
studies. Not only does it cover the topic of
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Indian-white relations with breadth and depth,
but it also provides valuable leads into related

fields.

ROY W. MEYER
Department of English
Mankato State University
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