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ZTWSIONT RISULTS AS INFLUENCED BY VARIOUS FACTORS

A Study of 312 Farms and Farm Homes in
Hamilton County, Neb., 1929.

M. C. Wilsonl and W. H. Brokaw?

SCOFPE OF STUDY

This study, conducted by the Office of Cooperative Extension Work, United
States Department of Agriculture, and the Extension Service of the Nebraska State
Agricul tural College in cooperation, furnishes some data regarding the resuvlts of
extension teaching as renorted by representative farmers and farm women., Attention
is given to the effectiveness of the various means and agencies (methods) employed
in extension, and to the influence of such factors as land tenure, contact with ex-
tension agents, educational training, and age, on extension results. While recog
nizing that much other good results from extension activities, extension accorvlish—
ment for purposes of the study has been measured in terms of farmers and farm women
influenced to accept as. a part of their usual farm and home operations the improved
practices tausit by the cooperative extension service., For purposes of comparison
data from the areas® where similar studies have been made are also included in this
report,

COLLECTION CF DATA

The data were collected by the survey method, representatives of the ex-

tension service calling at every farm within the areas selected, and obtaining the
information direct from the farmers and farm women corncerned. The field worlc was
done by On?GTlPPCed extension workers who were thoroughly acquainted with the ex-
tension pro ozrams and activities im the areas studled over a period of years. The
members of the survey party were trained in the use of the questionnaire card (Figs.
1 and la) before going to the field, and the schedules were carefully checked at
headquarters each day, and any errors or inconsistencies corrected in the field.
one of the data were collected by the local county extension worker, but this agent
assisted in all other ways possible in expediting the field work and insuring com-
pleteness and accuracy of data. The definitions of extension terms approved by the
Association of Land Grant Colleges and the United States Department of Agriculture,
and published in the annual statistical report of county extension workers, have
been closely followed throughout.

Information was obtained from Z12 farms and farm homes in Hamilton county.
This number is apvroximately 92 per cent of all the farms located in the areas stud-
ied., Io records were included for persons living in the open country or in small
villages, who were not actually operating farms. The field data were collected dur-
ing May , 1929,

l1n Charge Extension Studies, Office of Cooperative Extension Work, United States
Department of Agricul ture.

Spirector of Extension Service, College of Agriculture, University of Nebraska.

Rk " . e : :

Similar studies have been made in Iowa, New York, Colorado, California, New Jersey,
Georgia, Wisconsin, Arkansas, South Dakota, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Minnesota,
Kansas, Rhode Island, and Michigan,
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No. Co. FARM AND HOME SURVEY OF THE RESULTS OF EXTENSION "ORK. Date

Name Address Community .

Size of farm Kind of road Miles to agent's office

Years: Farming This farm Years owner - _Years tenant

No. in family: Adults Children___ Phone_ Badie . . o | Get University radio

programs, A.M, PM. Other stations from which useful agricultural and home

economics information is obtained A Member of what farmers! organizations
Member what homemakers' clubs

Leadership in extension work: Farm Home

Number and kind of result demonstrations on farm In home

Other extension activities on farm In home

Extension activities attended or participated in away from farm: Agric.

Har Mo Nature of contact with Co.Agt. H.D.Agt.

Club Agt. Specialists

Have circular letters been received? : Bulletins

Farm and home :Methods largely responsible: EYten51on agents 1nvolved Wame of local

Practices adopted: (see 1list below) :C A..H D.A.3Cl.4 t§pe0'l :1dr, involved

e loe oo
oo jse |ae

.
ee |oe [ee |ee |oe

.

.

.

. .
. -
.
.

.
.
. .. . .
. - .

Pig. 1 - Observe sidée of questionnaire card used in collecting data,

List below members of family of club age (10-20 yrs.); or who have carried on a
Jjunior project. :

tPresent: In :Cal. years in : :Why discontinued or
Name : age :School : club work : Project :why not a club member

se |oe joe oo loe |oe
-

jew oo [0 fow

How has your community benefited thru éxtension work?
Suggestions for the improvement of the service

What azcncies other than Extension do you rely on for a931utan0e in connection with

problems relating to: Farm Home

Papers and magazines taken: Daily Weekly Farm
Home Cultural

Attitude toward extension work Education:; Man Woman

Age: Man Woman Remarks

Abbreviations: Correspondence (cor.); office call (o.c.); telephone call(tel.); farm
and home visit (f.v.); leader training meeting (l.tr.); bulletin (bul.); circular
letter (cir.l.); news story (n.s.); extension school or short course (e.s.); result
demonstration Adult(dem.a.); Junior(dem.jr.); method demonstration meetings (m.dem.);
general meeting(mteg,.): radio(r.); exhibit(exh.); poster(p.): indirect influence(ind.).

Extension Services of the Nebraska State College and of the United States Department
of Agriculture cooperating.
Fig. la - Reverse side of questionnaire card used in collecting data.

8362m -3~




AREA STUDIED

Hamilton county is located in east central Nebraska and is typical of a
large portion of the State. The area included in the study comprised a block of
contiguous farms covering about 3% townships extending from the county seat, situa-
ted in the geographical center of the county, to the Platte river which marks the
county line. (Fig. 2.)

A county agricultural agent was first employed for Hamilton county in De-
cember, 1917. Outside of short breaks due to changes in personnel, an agent has
been employed continuously ever since. The present agricultural agent toolk up his
duties in the late summer of 1925, (Table 1.)

A club agent was employed on war emergency funds for a few months during
1918. MNost of the club work, however, and all of the home demonstration work has
been carried on by specialists from the state extension service workinz through the
county extension office,

Table 1. ExtenSion Agents Employed in Hamilton County

County Agent g Appointment A Termination

L. A, Wickland ; 12-1-17 : 1-31-19
C. E. Quin o4 11-16-19 : 12-31-21
R. H. Camp : 2= 1~22 : 4-22-25
J. P. Ross ' ! 8-15-25 g
Club Agent J Appointment . . Termipation
¥..C. oo — -~ 4-16-18 TSI Y-
| aha - d
Sheri~[ Caerry Ef?ap - qu“\~n \\**\\Jr”\~7-”1
dan | e i oy e
’ Browir (Rock, Holt Knox (edar!, \Xn
! ‘Dir 5
; 1 - 4 o) D@Qta
l ’ \Jayne~| Thurston
—— = SR i s .. e s i gy "'""_
’"“““"Tbrant |Hooker ThomaﬂElain%Loup Gar- |\Whee- fadd. an: Oun
Garden | field| 1ler|s on
L I8 15 i i S b el
I N e | i
l Arthur |[McPher- |Logan Custer Val-pree— Col
!_ son | iley |ley a%
e ESher‘How— o1 But-
| DeueﬂKeith Lincoln man Jard iCe ler
Perki Dawson ffalo | Halltfy 1 |Sew- |Lan-
erkins WwSO0 #u alo .a P&ion York| ard |cas- —
- T AR el T . . ter |Otoe \
Chase hayes ’Frontier E helpsKear-Adams lay |Fillqg,;- g
| r , & ney : mors | ine | Gaze JouhtJeﬁér
e o : T 3 77 son -
Dundy | Hitch Red- Furnaq Har-Prankt Web Nucki-THay Jeff- Rich}\\
cockiwillow | lan |1lin | sten olls| er erson e _jardson}

:wa% Area in Hamilton county where study was made.
3 Fig. 2. - Map of Nebraska showing location of area
included in study
il



GEVERAL INFCRMATION RELATING TO FARMS STUDIED

Tearly one-half (46 per cent) of the farms included in the study were
operated by owners, (Table 2.) The average size of farm was 204 acres and the
average distance to the county extension office was 10 miles. Telephones were
found in 9% ver cent of the homes and radios in 60 per  cent of them. In both of
these respects this area is considerably abtove the average of the areas studied in
other States. Children of club age (10 -'20 years) were found in 42 per cent of
the farm homes, which i§ 5 ner cent less than in the other areas studled. The
number of children 10 - 20 years re“':alnlnb on the farm was also considerably less
than in the other areas.

Table 2, - General Information Relating to Farms Included in Study

Webrasla area: 10 Other areas

Ttem ;
* Number :Per cent; Number ; Per cent
Farm and home records obtained............: 312 : -- : louel ¢ -
Farms onerated by owners,............ et R 3 U6, s 7115 : 68,
Farms overated by tenants........ AETORE S ks . T 3. 2500 % - 32,
Farms with children 10 to 20 -years.of age.: 131 : L2, & 530wy HTow
Children 10 to 20 yvéars of 82€....... . 500t . 2HE ¢ == ¢ 11528%; ——-
Average size .of farm (acres) s g i S tpy et B BUL 4 e
Homes with telenqo%@% i TR M g el 292 : 94, it BFLOZ*% - 52, ok
Yomes with radios........ e DA S8 S sty o et [ e ¢ LOBO*¥* 32 wokx
Farms located on surfaced roads......... o 43 s 14 : :
Farms located on graded roads........ s ats - 228 o B H :
Average distauce to county extension !
office (miles),......... B i v 10 : SN 12 : -

* 17 Areas
** 15 Areas,
Wk 7 Areas.

PARTICIPATION IN EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Some member of the farm family was serving as a voluntary local leader
of an: extension project or had previously served in this capacity in the case
of 15 per cent of the farms studied in this area. This was true of 11 per cent
of the farms in the other 115 areas waich have been studied., Four per cent of the
farms in this area contributed agricultural leaders while local home economics
leaders came from 12 per cent of the farm homes.

Some formal extension activity relating to agriculture, such as con-
ducting a result demonstration, holding a field meeting, or a boy in club work
had been held on 26 per cent of the farms, Corresponding activities relating to
home economics were held on 30 per cent of the farms., 4n additional 45 per cent
of the farms and 15 ner cent of the homes were represented in extension activities
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held on other farms or at community centers. In the case of approximately one
farm in four a toy or girl either was enrolled in 4-% Club work or had conducted a
club project previously. (Table 3.)

Considering all extension activities 80 per cent of the farmers in
this area were involved as compared to an average of 66 —er cent for the other
areas which have been similarly studied. About the same difference exists in
the percentages of farms making contact with renresentatives of the Extension
Service, -- &8 per cent as compared to 76 per cent. The county agricultural agent
had been in touch with 87 per cent of the farms, Subject-matter specialists
from the College had been in contact with 39 per cent of the farm families.
Circular letters from the extension office had been received by 90 per cent
of the farms, and bulletins by 88 per cent.

Table 3, - Participation in - Bxtension Activities and Contact With Extension Workers

1lebraska area :16 Other areas

LA r 1LLGmopl Tk
30~ v 1382 ¢ 13
15 3 H2b%Ewlokxx

Other farms revresented in extension activities.....: 139
Homes in which extension activities were conducted..: 92
Vi e

Other homes represented in extension activities.....s 46
Farms with boys and girls in club work (ever).......

Item : - : :lunber ¢ Per :lumber : Per
£ 2 : : cent : cent
Farm and home records obtained........... v R A : St TOUSL -
Farms and homes contributing local lecders..........: U& 3B el S
Farms contributing local leaders (agriculture)......: 17 ¢ U ¢ LO5*: 7
Homes contributing local leaders (home economics)...: 36 : 12 : Lol : 7%
Farms or homes represented in any extension activity: 24€ : 80 : 6802 : 66
Farms on which extension activities were conducted..: &0 ¢ 26 : 1793 : 17

:  TH 2022%% 18*x*
Farmers or home makers reporting contact with: : :
A0y eXtenalon WOTKOT, v .rueersecaonansnssst 273 1 88 4 78822 76

oty BEBTh, . e ll e St i sk G ih eEmeh Sk - S 7029 : 67
Home demonstration agent.............c.o.e. " I o 0 3299 ¢ 32
36 1 R AL b M i T e T o e RV SRERC Y - 568 1V B
S jeot-mAtter speolsliBt v, . vicvrnononnest LEN 438" ¢ 3105 3 31
Local extension.leader............ o Av e nal SRS ASEREIRES ¥ E58L ¢ 2R
Farms receiving ‘circular letters....c..ov... AR S QB0 "y 80 ety Ak
Farms receiving bl TeEama sl o et e b boea s s vy UG vy 88 : &L -

* 11 Areas
*% 17 Areas
*kk 7 Areas

# In another county, as Hemilton county has never had a county home
demonstration agent.

5=




FARVERS AND FARM .TCUEN ADCPT EXTEIISION FRACTICES

In the case of 90 per cent of the farms included in the study it
was learned that either the farm operator or the farm woman was malring
practical use of information obtained through the Txtension Service. (Table
4.) The average number of practices reported changed was 5.4. The corres-
ponding fisures for 16 other areas studied, are 7C mer cent of the farms
influenced by extension to adopt an averare of 3,8 wractices,

A¢ricultural vpractices were reported chanced on &8 per cent of the
farms and home ecsnomics practiecs in U0 per cent of the farm homes, A
detailed list of all the practices reported changed is given in Table 5.

Table 4, Farums and Homes Adopting Practices

‘Nebraska areas :16 other areas

: Item :
, ¢ Tumber :Fer cent:Number :Per ceat

Farm records e DR e e v b S R : e 1 LOUSL g-wne
Farms on which some practice had been changed...: 282 - ': 90 : 8249 ¢ 79
Average number practices chaneed PEr LaTH, «v s ok Belb: % —— - 3282
Farms on which agricultural nractlccs rad 3 ; : 3 ?

been cnan”ed.............,................,,..{ 276 ¢ B8 4 T%08 : 75
Average number agricultural nractices y : ! $

3 TR T T PR e s e T W LSRRI S T e R Tl
Homes in whiclh home economics practices > i $ : 2

had been CHENZO. i iy irsscs e et Fi e e s o s + 4o 3 3287 : 32
Average number home economics practices : : : :

changed per n\ne..............................: e e R 2,3: --




Table 5. -Agricultural and Home Economics Practices
Reported Adopted

:Number of farms :Percentage of all

Practice s or homes ! farms
; involved 1 or homes
“Agricultural 3 ;
SOt BUL IR, . s o s wmns E e as e R : U5.8
BOE SHOLBTE, & ague o0 v vien s s w5 e n s oy 130 s 41,7
Swine sanitation..... o e s e, e et 80 s 25.6
sl e T R e SRS R el B 63 : 20.2
Tuberculosis testing........ s L 61 : 19.6
Wheah @t o0 iwees van e o PP 5 : 18.3
PORLETR SWOBARE ., . v i o s wciwnsw odin b s omn s <4 50 : 16.0
R T g T et R s e S ot 49 y 15.7
P L s s e g 47 t 15.1
Sweet ClOVeTe...veeesans R S Lo Lo . 13.5
POVALTY CLasBEBL . Lova cnn i Fomah s n o . 3 : 10.9
b sie Lo A e T e A O e ek e 32 : 10.2
Corr.in.in, O e eon SRl B L e e i 30 : 9.6
27 e T N et e R e 30 ; 9.6
BT TR RIT oy b v o vie BT e Lo : 70 : 9.6
Poultry CRONOTAL) st covs vernonnion s o 56 g 8.3
PONBEBRR . s .. . cvs ies Piansssiseiassdesa : ee 7.0
b7 v D et Dadey ity 20 : 6.4
Barley smub...... S REEREEERAREEEE R EE o : 5.8
BRI v s v o'e s s ae vy Py R i 16 : 61
BRYLEY )« ¢ comn v 15 AR R s s o 15 : 4.8
DERABOE I, cos1vwns sn v as ok %4 - 15 : 4.8
Delry feedldl. . vouvirais Y g 15 ; 4.8
Big hitches.v..s. P S S8 S il 14 4.5
BETEYRE s o5 nw g g TN e e peni : 13 : 4.2
BRETOOINE BOBB. ¢ v v on oo vsmen v s ovonmss i3 13 : 4.2
Agricultural engineering....... o s v : 1% : L.2
R T A : 12 5.8
" Swine feeding........... S R o e el 3.5
NS00 COTT EOBEING. .o vhe vt e i b s : 11 5.5
G R VT T N A RS 10 3.2
B L i LB e E - 10 Al
Livestool Teeding. . v.oveovssnsrencsnas : ) 2.9
L T L OGS SRR | 9 2.9
Purebred 1ivestock. . coveevrrserennees? & 2.6
LI T I e A S it 7 2R
Ponltry equdpment. .. ooveeononnseonnes Wk 6 9 1.9
Poultry brooding........ 2 s e R L 6 s 1.9
SONE BALOCEIORL S oa v %5 s s nanisiren b el : 6 : 1.9
TRE WEORUTOU L v o in.as wiwins s wiid sk as e S 6 : 1.9
TAVARNOtk ALUEREE. ..« coivis . shisanses o3 6 : 1.5
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Table - Agricultursl and Home Economics Practices Reported
Adopted (continued)

: Number of farms: Percentage of all
Practice : or homes farms
g involved or homes

Poul try senitetiion. .. « ..k Vsl ik bl el R R
CapondZine, . «hah Jil JNARBRLS B AT sl
RO (2 relere s tavs o vhe v s B MRS S e P T
Ingechs cunprol et s ol BEh el LA Rl A0 .
Miseellaneons 131 VeBTOCK . suvs s e s e s sisnns sl
Miscellaneous CropSecsececsiiss SHata et o v aae e e
Miseellaneous ArleulbulE it « viah oo v saretels o sl
Home economics
I {eYo izl =Ye Bl 1T G0 S o SO S SN, S P St o R P 28

VOO uoror;n
O HHH
- ¢ =, 8 & "W W€
(2N e 2R Ie ) I ¢ > W 6 ) W &)

[AV]
[eN
s 0+ oo ee we

Interion GeCoratiORG Sa s am P o n o8 o0 o0 9% o0 1ate T : 5
Refinishing furnithfe: osa.vnuss R E L e 21 :
SH k7ol B V- ERE SO S PP S s (e i ) TS et 21 .

=
[0 0]

FOOU R B i gs Vasals o cRRTos ot is 400 S s 4o T2
3TV TE 50 I G R PR S N SR F RO T I 18 :
Eliohenr il oqe i impeuse oo s obioshe sdvisa oatons ohe) sodtie o f 16
Kitehen seguiplontsaee io b o odhere o s ot o055 s 85t o o 14
Home-beaubl fdcaflon. & . o5 838 0ai« Baldvdubiie o:dlod o 14
B F e 1 T T L S (B B R L o S OERE 13
KON Gl TONZEIIC Uy o ¢ e 2 ee e e e rae v o

Meal plmnndae s 6y ¢ v s » & eie 18 T S o - &2
Walls and floors..... e RS B 5w e - B0 9 Bdhe 3 Ll
Furniture arrangement..oveveescos oo worabeee ke ety 11

.
IOV OOV ONNGUIH 0O IINO

—
[av)

WHHHHEHFHFMMDDOAGEGOWR DD DO IO

Convenient Lkl EehemBa e s s e con v ie svmedace st ol Tl : v
Clioandin 2adfibe J e s oo Do DS B s FW AT Tt R ‘ 9 A s
Food prepenablionil; Juils vaaaihmsis il o roladk. ot s o 8 : .
Child feeding and carf€e..eiees.s AL SE Ay Sode o 6 : .
Copkin e vl ol LSS Y PR e S AR S K g ol 6 : %
Olothing constrantdom: st & oii® o § o s R S : .
oD MelCigeve oo s o R S 2 TR eeh e B : -
HOME: DU SITIE ¢ o v ale foora ntalh o0s w6 000 s 95 o ¥ 616 0 ¥ /66 ¢ i ) 4 > .
Miscellaneous home €CONOMICE ... vt eoereennsss : f ¢ o2




HOW FARMERS AND FARM WOMEN WERE INFLUENCED TO ADOPT BETTEZR PRACTICES

In connection with each improved farm or home practice adopted, careful
inquiry was made regarding the means and agencies employed in extension teaching
which the farmer or farm woman thought had in any way been responsible for the
acceptance of the better practice. In many cases the incorporation of the new
practice in the regular routine of the farm or home was due to the cumulative in-
fluence of several means and agencies. In other cases the influence of a single
means was outstanding. In Table 6 are listed the percentages of practices changed
credited to the influence of the various teaching methods. To better bring out
the relative influence of the individual means and agencies the data have been com-
puted to the basis of total influence. of.all methods equals 100 per cent, In ac-
tual practice of course the adoptlon of a 31ng1e practlce may involve two or more
means or a&enc1es.' i

On the basis of all practlces adopted the ‘method demonstration meeting
was reported most freguently, being mentioned in connection with nearly 17 per
cent of the practices. Indirect spread of information from one neighbor to another
was mentioned in connection with 16.4 per cent of all practlces. The extension
news story was credited with having influenced 16.3 per cent of the practices
changed. Next in order are farm or home visits 12,3 per cent, office calls 10 per
cent, bulletins 9.4 per cent, and general meetings 7.2 per cent. Luadcr—training
meetings waich should be considered along with:-method’ dcmonstratlono accounted for
3.3 practices. Circular letters influenced 2.2 per cent of practlces Result dem-
onstrations including those conducted .by both adults and Juniors were reported as
having influenced less than 2 per cent of -all the practices changed.

Considering agriculturel practices separately tlie means and agencies
which were credited with large percentages of practices are indirect influence,
news stories, farm visits, office calls, method demonstrations, bulletins, and gen-
eral meetings, arrangzed in ordaer of influence. A

In the case of home economics practices the method demonstration and the
leader-training meeting were the outstanding means of imparting information, to-
gether being credited with nearly 60 per cent of the home economics practices re-
ported changed. The bulletin, general meeting, indirect influence, and the news
Story are the other means and agencies credited with a considerable percentage of
practices,

Comparing the influence of the different means and agencies as brought
out by this study, with the data from other studies,. it will be noted that news
stories, farm visits, office calls, and bulletins were credited with slightly high-
er perceatazes of practices in the Nebraska area. This is offset by the lower in-~
fluence of general meetings and result demonstrations.

The possible interrelationship of the various means and agencies must
be kept in mind at all times. The junior result demonstration is primarily a by-
product of training boys and girls through 4-H club work., The result demonstration
conducted by a farmer or farm woman is concerned with the building of confidence
in the recommendations of the extension service and does not reach many people dir-
ectly. The local proof established through the result demonstration however may
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make possible the effective reaching of people through such means as meetings, bul-
letins, news stories, and circular letters. The bulletin may supplement the meet-
ing or office call. Personal contact with agents through farm visits may stimulate
attendance at meetings, more office calls, and a wider reading of news articles.

It is believed, however, that the above percentages are indicative of the relative
»contribution of the means and agencies. commonly employed in extension teaching, to-
ward directly influencing farmers and farm women to make use of the information
made available by the extension service. .These percentages are not a truc quanti-
© Yative measure of the effectiveness of the different methods of extension teaching.

Table 6 - Relative Frequency with which Extension Methods were Reported

‘ i Percentages of practices adopted’
Method | : Nebraska area ~ 15 Other areas
: ¢ Agri- :Home ec-: © 3 Agri- : Home ec-
: Total:culture:onomics Total -CUlture: onomics

ExtenSion schoolS....... i A

Method demonstrations........... $ 16,9 ¢« 11,7 + 42,6 5 15s 2* 7.8% 2 43, 4%
Indirect influenCes.sis ciin vt rdbgds s - AB4 o 6.4 : 21.0 : 24.4 : 8.8
News storieSeeveeesas S R s . siail L0 LB 8.5 ¢ 10°T +11.8 5.0
T B A R v v ey ey At e i [P T 1o U il s v 5 l2.2 Tt 14.3 4,5
Office call8,.cocesrsonnasssnnset 10,0 ¢ 11,7 : 1,4 § 6,6 : 8,2 .8
R e s ii e 9.4y B.8: 13,0 : 6.8 6.4 8.2
General meetings...... B i it 2. 20 0 B8 30 9.4 114,50 14.2% 1 14,0%
Leader training meetlnvs ...... . o o e s o it b B 3.8
Circular letters ........ S A p 2aie S ISl L S o O] e 8

RO O W v ole w0h s v ains o s s o St L SRR 1. e 1.2 ¢ 1., 4%% ] 4k 1, 4%%
Junior result? demonstratlons s e R 1.0 P2 e e S e 4.2
Telephone calls. SRR S .2---‘9 ke 2 Sy g .4 .4 .1
EXhlbltS.....u.. ................ 3 A SBe B 6% o A% 2.JOX
Adult result demonstrations.....:.:- .6. 3. o7 8 - .8 B,O9%: 4 2% 2.9%
COIreSpondence..........u.......& - «3 8 w of el ot Lal 3
il it pilien of - R e .6

., . . R ]
gt b ‘e C . .

lPercentabeS combuted to basis of totql\;nflubnce of all methods eduals 100 per

cent:, In practice the adoption of a single practice frequently involves two or
more means or agencies. ;

* 12 areas
R¥ 7 areas
FARMS AND PRACTICES INFLUENCED BY EXTENSION AGENTS
In addition to ascertaining the teaching method responsible for each
change in practice, information was obtained regarding the extension worker involved.

(Table 7.)
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Some credit was given to the county agricultural agent for bringing
about the adovtion of better practices by 85 per cent of the farm families report-
ing changed practices.

In the case of nearly half (47 per cent) the farms making use of exten-
sion information, assistance from the subject-matter specialists was reported.
Assistance from local extension leaders was reported from 28 per cent of the farms,

On the basis of practices changed 80 per cent were credited to the county
agent, 25 per cent to subject-matter specialists, and 12 per cent to local leaders.
In many instances the influence of more than one extension worker was reported,

The relatively larger influence of subject-matter specialists in the ifebraska area
as compared to the other areas previously studied is doubtless due to the fact that
all of the home demonstration and 4-E club work was carried on by the agricultural
agent ‘with the assistance of state spécialists, since no special county worizers

were employed for these two lines of work. 'In mapy of the other areas studied
county home demonstratlon agents were emnloyed and in a few of them boys'! and girls'
club agents as well.

.......

3 Neblaoka area _, .15 Other areas

Item . 3 G 3o, WO .aler cent, ¢ No. :Per cent
Farms on ma1ch some practices had been adopted s SRR T S R o S T
Farms or homes. influenced by: ™ A RS s T : H
GOty BZeNT. <5 o s nin . Ao B o o B k..,..:;_.264.: BB W8O8 w63
Home uemonstration agent ¥ 0 N R IR TR TR U TR e R N
B SR s S e e e o e e e TR 1 o AT = = L R0 3
Subject-matter SpeCIallut ...... presansabeeass 3y, L8082 &1 L RER 8B4
Dol LBRARE. . o3 o6 sa vun oo 0 L5am b LW L e BB, 2. . 2B ¢ 1809% 3 28%
Fraoticed BAODYO. ) o ev ndbiny g eae nhinteieh i s nv il AORE - 130188 § -
Agricul tural practices adopted........ A AT O ¢ 1234 = 123522 ¢ -
Home~economics practices adopted..ioe. - oeesssonss? 294 = gl (I R R
Practices iufluenced by: $ $ : :
Cowmity agente.....as RS IO (3 3k PCa O o et ot e 5 70 Wl 80 118778 o 62
Home demonstration agent...... s PO T O S A 2 e S H R R =
RTINS | -3 - - ! R §
Subject-matter specialiSt.eeeveeees.. S ORI P B 380 ¢ 25 s 590986 2 20
LOCE BaCOT s sieke s alsis ot s sl T Takisl e a oo e ons e e oy tapen Sl o o Ll YT s 12 SEZSL N e Bk

*12 Areas,
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INFLUENCE OF OTHFR FACTORS UPON EXTENSICY ACCOMFLISHMENT

Many other factors besides the means and agencies employed in
extension teaching may affect the adontion of immroved nractices advocated by
the Txtension Service, Condition of land tenure, size of farm, distance from

“extension office, character of roads, educational treining, age of farmers,
participation in extension activities, and contacts Wltn extension workers are
some of the factors whlch .should be consldered

',IAND TENURE

Slightly more than half of the farms included in the study were operat-
ed by tenants. One mer cent more of ‘the tenants than of the owner-operators
reported the adoption of improved practices. (Table 8,) The rate of adoption was
slightly higher for the owner ‘groun however, From the Nebraska study as well as
the studies which have been made in other States it is evident that the extension
vrogram is reaclhing owner and tenant—onerators with eqhal effectlveness.

Table &8, -~ Condltion of Land’ Occupancy in Relation to Adoption
of Practices

tNlumber:Percentage;. Percentage of farms

: Number of practices
Group thab ot oyt of ¢ changing practices changed
. 1farms :all farms 'Agri-: Home : Any ¢ vper 100 farms

$ scul- : econ-¢ practice:
! sture : omics: :

. . 3 . .
. " . .

Nebraska area: i : : : 3
OWEOE e e v s w nns BB 1 AR 1 4 r B7 : K1 1 90 534
TeNnaNntS. . oseemes b 169, . & 54 3 893 U0 . QL . 2 453
16 Other ' : : : :
areas: : : ‘ : :
OWNeTS....vssnns el TRIS B8 i ~F0.1 3 80 i 319
72 T 2 R 6 . 273

3
)
=
©
=
oF
(2}
W
N
o
o

. . . .
. . .

SIZE OF FARH

The fqrmers living on the larger farms made somewhat greater use of
extension information. (mable 9). This does not seem to have been so true of
the farm women living on the larger farms. The mercentage of farms changing
agricultural practices increased from 80 per cent for:the small farm group
to 89 per cent for the medium-sized group and 91 per cent for the large farm
group., The corresponding percentages for farm Yomes adopting home economics
practices were 43, 36 and 43,  Considering.all practices the small farm group
changed practices at the rate,of 341 per 100 farms, as compared to 463 for the
medium, and 559 for the large-sized farm group.
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Table 9. - Relation of Size of Farms to Number of Farms Changing Practices

: : : Percentage of farms: Number of practices
tNumber : Percent- : @&hanging practices & changed
Group e rof tage of all:Agri-: Home : Any per 100 farms
ifarms : farms : cul-: econ-:practice:
3 H : ture: omics: :
Nebraska areas: : y ? : :
0-159 acres....: L9 . 16-:¢ «80 ¥ B3a ;. 82 : 341
160 acres......: 115 : 37 :+ 8 : 36 : 90 : 463
Over 160 acres..: 148 : W1 cees§Ropn U3 e 93 : 559
16 Other areas:- : : : : : :
Small , AP Pi L] .o 3499 . P ot e rBBg + Bl 2 L Py 235
Medium,...... Cokl ZBI0 % ATy 76 % 32 ¢ BD g 307
SeaBB A sy el ¢ 381

Large. fasyuvir, ' F0B2 = 29 : 8l

DISTANCE FROM THE EXTENSION OFFICE
Distance from the extension office does not seem to have been a very
imoortant factor in the adoption of practices either in the Nebraska area or
in the other areas where similar studies have been made. (Table 10.) Fully as
high a proportion of the farms located more than 10 miles away renorted the
adoption of nractices as was true of the farms closer by. The rate of adoption
of practices is a trifle higher for 'the farms less than 10 miles away from the
office. ' ‘

Table 10. - Relation of Distance of Farms from Extension Office
to Change of Practices .

: $ :Percentage of farms

¢ Number: Per cent :changing practices :Number of practices
Group : ot = farms :Agri-: Home ; Any $ charnged

P icul- : edon-:prac-— : per 100 farms

:ture: 3. omics:tice

Nebraska area: : ? : ¢

0= 30 miles, ... 1. 7% | SBEL Lok TG ta 517

Over 10 miles..... 1388 U5 1. 08X B $.584 -t 455
16 Other areas: : ; : ; ; ;

0 to 10 miles.....; 4708 ; U5 § i ¢ qe 318

Over 10 miles.....d BT1% . ¢ 55 i T 80 ’ 29%
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CHARACTER OF ROADS

The farmstead was situated on a hard-surfaced road in the case of btut
14 per cent of the farms includcd in the study, -~ 73 per cent were on graded
roads, and the remaining 13 per cent on ungraded roads. As the quality of the
roads decreases the higher is the percentage of farms adopting practices.
(Table 11) It is probable that other factors than roads are martly responsible
since the studies in other areas bring out the fact that character of roads is of
almost no imortance in bringing about the spread of extension information, It
is interesting to note however that nractically as high a nercentage of the
farmers located on the unimproved roads at a distance firom the extension office
have been influenced to change practices as is true of the farmers living on the
improved roads near the office.

Table 11 - Nature of Roads in Relation to Change of Practices
tNumber:Percentage:Percentage of farms :Number of practices
St (e of ¢ changing practices : changed
Group + farms farms :Agri-:Home : Any ¢ per 100 farms

tcul- :econ-: practice
tture :omics: H

e
« e ee oo

Nebraska area:

Surfaced roads....: U43 ; 1 79 : 54 ; gL L9

gealed - P v : 228 3 73 + 90 : Lo : 90 512

Ungraded- ".......: M1 1303 @y 70 96 Loy
15 Other areas: ; ; ; ; ¢ $

Improved roads....: 5127 : Be ‘¥ 76 ¢ %2 80 319

Unimproved " ....: L7u5 : Lg : .75 29 . 79 291

..
-

EDUCATIONAL TRAITING OF FARMERS AND FAR!! WCMEN

In 95 per cent of the cases where the farmer had had some college train-
ing, use of extension information was revorted. (Table 12) Waere some high
school but no college training had been received, &7 per cent adopted practices.
Where the formal education received did not extend beyond the eighth grade, 88
per cent changed practices, ‘

In the case'of the farm women, 61 per cent of those having some college
training made use of home economice extension information, (Table 13) This was
true of 58 per cent of the women with only high school training and 32 per cent
of those who did not attend school beyond the eighth grades
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The number of nractices adonted per 100 farms was also much larger for
the high school and college grouns than for the common school group in the case
of both farmers and farm women. The close relationship between educational
training and the use of extension information is but natural. It is gratifying
to note that extension teaching is also reachiung such a high omercentage of the
farmers and farm women with limited schooling. In nearly every respect these
data from Nebraska closely parallel similar data from other areas.

Table 12, - Education of Farmers as Related
to Adoption of Agricultural Practices

: :Fercentage : Percentage :Number of agricul-
Fducational training $ e i - i : adopting : tural practices
¢ Number ¢ farms tagricultural: adopted
: ! ¢ practices : per 100 farms
Nebraska area: - $ : :
Bome eollege . .v.eviias s o i . e 6 : 95 : 731
Some high school but : 2 g g
T B T TP T ¥ M s 4 s o - ¥ : 43l
Common school or less.....: 242 : . 78 o et B 366
Six_other areas : =3 L :
some college..vvuenen... R 4 : gl : 479
Some high school but ! : } .
09 -COLLOLS v sy Lo 2l : . &9 : 382
Common school or less.....: 2098. : - 79 55 e 17 : 267
Table 13 - Education of Farm Women os Related to Adoption

of Home Fconqmics Practices

P : Percentage :Number of home

Educational training ‘Mfumber:Percentage: adopting reconomics prac-
: of all :home econom~ :tices adonted

farns tics practices:iper 100 homes

Nebraska area: ' !
Some college....... e O B s 9 61 : 164
Some high school but > 3 ! :

NE B IEEE . oin s e o ripise e i - Bl ¢ 2B ¢ 58 : 155
Common school 0r leSS..esesest 188 e S ; Ag : Bk

Six other areas: : : : :

BOME COLLBEDs » s on'e v v omnsoins e T s i I 65 : 215
Some high school but $ g : -

no colleg€uee..... T A i 393 0d : 198
Common scho0l 0r 1e88...sevest L8870 @ 70 ! 34 : &l
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JGE OF FARMERS AND FARM WOMEY

In Nebraska area and in the other areas where the data have been
collected, it is evident that age is not a barrier to the acceptance and use
of information made available through extension. From table 14 it is evident
that fully as high a percentage of the farmers over 36 years of age reported
the adontion of practices as of the farmers falling into the younger age
groups., Exactly the same trend exists in the case of the farm women. (Table 15).
though there does arpesr to be a more rapid decline in the use of extension
information after the age of 61 has been reachud in $he case of farm women than
in the case of the farm men,

The farmers in the older age groups doubtless have greater financial
resources on the average than do the younger men. They have also learned
from experience the advisability of making use of available agencies in solv-
ing new farm and home problems,” On the other hand the younger farmers and farm
women have the advantage of more educational training including 4-H club work,
It would seem to be more a question of interest in acquiring information regard-
ing agriculture and hgme economics than a question of age.

Table 14, - Relation of Age of Farmers to Adoption of
Agricultural Practices

: 4+ Percentage : Percentage :Number of agricul-
: -t of all ¢ adopting ' :tural practices
Age group : Numbe r: farms | :agricultural: adopted per
: X .+ vractices : 100 farms
Nebragka area: : 3 7 3 s g

30 years and under (...... o 49 . 16 ¢ g6 < v 331

31 to 35 ................. bl 15 {3 83 : 435

Fig W e o 2 T S i R s SEENE T

BT b M ey D ety SR e G 96 : uh3

W tor B0 e e sy A - 8¢ : 435

0. &0 BBuatpwv vt v ewvnwe o8- 4 &4 o 375

Rl t0 B0 wiews P SO i S A R 67 : 420-

B1 A OFOT, 50005+ A P 20 3 gt 90 v 295

Four other areas: : s 58 P8 :

30 years and under. ......... $ ABT .3 9 . 76 " 283

T T S S e P ot 175 g 10, T v - 249

2o bo 0. civsniae s ssssiest 82 - 1} M e Wi ¢ 301

1 B0 B8aciesne. s o 1 233 Bl 79 : 293

HE 50 B0caseonecersnis e ¢ 216 @ AT 72 : 280

BL B0 B8 e svssves oo s cioviisl- 198 1 e 76 : 275

R ) L T o} BOT 4 o S 71 : 257

Bl and OVer, ceornnussssasis 1276 4 S 66 : 217
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Table 15, - Relation of Age of Farm Wowmen to Adoption
of Home-Economics Practices

: : tPercentage tNumber of home ec-
: tPercentage : adonpting ronomics practices
Age group :Number of all :home econom- ! adopted per
: $ farms 1ics practices: 100 homes
Nebraska area: : e ] : :
30 years and under......... JE 2 22 : 46 : o4
e o R R S SR PRI I o W8 15 : ul. : 117
L T TR S SRS VN Pt o A 17 : 46 : 120
BY bo U8, o0 e Ty AT o O 12 ’ 38 : 92
T TR N TRy i A 9 : 4 : 114
DL B S ¢ v o AT b o B~ B At 7 : ug : 104
e o e R P S 2 T 6 : 35 : 70
BE BB OVB L e st s mutoe sy s s o R - 5 ‘. 6 : 6
Four other areas: : : H :
30 years and under...... R L 14 : 28 : 72
s i RSN R MR TRt 4 13 s 41 : 125
oL T (g e Lo Y S O S S 15 : 35 : 100
R s oty v s 2 %5 4 Svesst BN R Bt 35 : 0
L T, S ST A e o eew 1% : 28 : 86
S IRLT PO B LR g st 50 B . WS g : 27 : 60
e (R o Sl e 4 1%0 % 9 : 26 : 68
ST T SR o DU o1 18y Y 9 : 17 : 63
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PARTICIPATION IN EXTENSION ACTIVITIZS

Factors like age of farmers, educational training of farmers, size of
farms, distance from extension office, character of roads, and the like are
after all largely outside the control of extension workers., The extent to which
people are brought to participate in extension activities is largely determined
by the methods employed by the extension workers.

Where the farm or home had been the scene of some formal extension
activity such as a boy or girl in club work, a commnity meeting, or a field
demonstration, the adoption of better practices followed in 99 per cent of the
cases. (Table 16) TVhere there had been no activity on the farm or in the home
but where members of the family had attended activities on neighboring farms or
at community centers, 96 ner cent of the families re-crted the use cf extension
practices. The families having taken no part in extensiocn activities reported
the adoption of ‘mractices in but 62 per cent of the cases. The rate of adoption
of practices was also about three times as great where the farmers and farm women
had been induced to attend meetings or otherwise particincte in extension activ-
ities. L

Table 16. '~ Participation in Extension Aétivities as
; Bearing on Farms Changing Practices

R s ; iPercentage of farms : Number of
; Number:Percéntageschanging practices . ¢ practices
Group of : of all "tAgri-:Home : 4ny : changed

farms: farms tcul- tecon-:practice:per 100 farms
tture :omics: :

e s
.

Nebraska area: ] r
Farms having extension

activities on farm or in

.
.

e %8 e *s ew we Je
*e ®e ee ss we s se ee

L PP L+ LG Y R 1. us i 96 : 65 99 : 664
Other farms participating in y L :
extension activities.....,....: 106 ° 34 94 : 31 96 ¢ b2
Farms not participating in ¥ P : : :
extension activities, .veuvevest  BU ¢ 20 ¥UBRESTE D vRE T TR
16 Other areas: : : : : ! :
Farms having extension : : : : : :
activities on farm or in : g - : 3 :
home...... e e e I IO )1 25 192« B8 ¢+ -BT i BUE
Other farms participating in ! : : $ :
exténsion activities.........: 4293 41 s 84 o 3% 89 : 308
Farms not participating in ! T : : : :
extension activities....... .ot 3529 34 BRI mIDG B g 123

-
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CONTACT WITH EXTENSION WORKERS

If, in addition to those families participating in extension activities
there are added those families making contact with extension agents through farm
and home visits, office and telepione calls, and personal corresnondence, an
even more striking comparison results, (Table 17) In tlose cases where some
member of the family had been in' touch with a representative of the extension
service, improved practices were found adopted on 96 per cent of the farms as
contrasted to 51 per cent where no member of the fama family had had contact with
the extension service representative., Practices were reported adopted at tne
rate ofISME per 100 farms for the contact group and 157 per 100 farms for the no
contact group.

In the case of both narticipation in extension activities and contact
tie results brought out by the Nebraska data are in accord with the data from
other studies. It is highly important to so organize and conduct extension work
that over a period of years a large percentage of the farming meople will be
brought into mersonal contact with extension workers through participation in
extension activities or other wise,

Table 17. - Contact with Extension Workers as Related to
' ; Change of Practices

:Percentage of farias

, :Ndmber tPercentage:changine practices .:lNumber of
Group ¢ of vy of all :Azri-:Home : Any °: practices
¢ farms : ¢ farms icul- secon-:practicet changed
: : sture :omics: : per 100 farms
Nebraska area: ] s ; ! ; :
Farms having made contact...: ¢ : : : :
with extension workers......: 273 38 s g4 3 UKy GH : 542
Farms having made no s ! : . s : ¥ :
255 e R e P s * AR L2 L g e B § 157
16 Other areas: : : : : : : :
Farms having made contact < : ' Sl 0 : :
with extension workers......: 7822 76 s BT 839 90 : 376
Farms having made no S 4 : ! : 3
CORLACE o viinds s ot v nrimsr s vt FEDED 3 il : 38 8 ey ToUL : 81
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RADIO

Radios were found in €0 per cent of the 312/§gégs included in the
study. (Table 18.) Txtension radio programs had been received by &6 per cent
of those havins radios., Of those getting the radio mrograms from the agricul-
tural college, 10 per cent reported the use of this information in the prac-
tical operations of the farm and home. Considering all practices reported
changed, two per cent of them were credited to the influence of radio exten-
sion programs. Of those having radios, 79 per cent renorted the getting of
useful agricultural and home-economics information from other stations than
the one at the State agricultural college. :

Table 18 - Influence of Radio on Adoption of Improved Practices

Percentage getting extension program in morning..........
Mumber getting extension PROQLEN. HOLNOONG o o ss s s g s sosEs
Percentage getting extension program at noon.......... o

: Nebraska : Seven
t. syea tother areas
liveihey of -Lorite WitH FHEL0. . ..ueinnsssrsoisassssanvensrend 187 ¢ 1060
B e e s s ss vssend  BO § 52
Number getting extension programs from college over radio: 160 3 3U5x
Percentage of farms with radio.....eeeeeceeeeen. ey T L : glix
Number influenced by radio' to adont improved practices...: 16 : 114
Percentage of those getting radio extension programs.....: 10 : g23%
Number of practices adopted due to influence of radio....: 26 v B8
Percentage of all practices adowted........ ............ An S - > 1.8
Number getting useful information from stations ather s :
T L v 1 = S PSPPI T ¢ 192%x
Percentage getting useful information from stations ; :
SEREY Shan SE IR I H TNl v bty v e il e iERad o D ; o7 %%
Number getting extension program in morning......... R ljo . ==

.'cn
o

1

1

¥ 3 Areas
*% 2 Areas



FARM PAPERS AND HOME MAGAZINES

There were only 5 or lecss than 2 per cent of the farm homes where
reading material did not come to the farm home reszularly. Daily papers came
to 87 per cent of the homes., (Table 19.) Local weelkly papers were taken
by 75 mer cent of the families; 96 per cent of the farmers subscribed to farm
vapers, while 67 ner cent of the farm women received corresponding women's
magazines, Other magazines found their way resularly to 22 per cent of the
farm homes. ™ith such a high percentage of the formers teking papers and
magazines one readily understands the great influence of the extension news
story throughout this area, 16 per cent of all the practices changed being
credited to the influence of this means.

Table 19, - Homes Receiving Papers and Magazines

llebraska area 5 other areas

Elnd of . ¢ Number @ tAverage  Tumber ¢ tAverage
periodical ¢+ farms :Percent-:number y farms tPercent-~ :number
rreceiving: age ‘received : receiving: age ireceived
4 : : 3 : :
Daily papers..... svsaak PFESTC OB i gl et R ) 76 ¢ 22lalb
WeBkly DEPErBes.veevant O3 - 8 T FTLEE60 A 01009 (11 41 ¥ ~180
Parm peaperfeees enscnnst - 298 8 E Ty TR e g 2280 @ 91 o Rab3
Home magazines...... RO S T LI L AR S S g a e PR Bk b 1B
Other magazines.......: R TR e el - : - 3 -
Any papers..escessenss R T 98 ¥v-B.9% a4 gNey - 97 4.83

s e

ee oo ae
-

e *v oo
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MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS

Approximately one-half of the farmers interviewed were members
of some farmers! organization. (Teble 20). The organizations enrolling a
substantial rumber of farmers were, - The Cooperative Elevator 29.8 per
cent, Farmers' Union 17.9 per cent, and the Cooperative 0il Association
17.3 per cent.

Oneathird‘of the farm women belonged to a woman's organization
which in nearly all cases was the club organized for the purpose of carrying
on extension work in home economics, or a general woman's club which was
cooperating with the extension service,

Table 20 - MNembersghip in Farmers'! and Home Makers'
Associations

Organizatidﬁ‘ ¢ Mumber { Per cent
‘Farmers : : ‘
Vember any orgarlzatlon.......a;.‘.....J.,..,,...,,,,..E 152 PNy
Farmers' elevator.:iteesesisvesisen. e e R e 93 R S
Farmers! TnloNsueveeveessihnnnions i AT KARAR AR o W 56 Sy 45
Cooperative o0ll association....ve.vieesiiees o3 o b A e 54 S ]
Farmers'! telephone associationN.e...eeswseensos. S 16 : 5.1
Livestock shipping association.......'v..... R i AR A S T - 2.6
Creamery assoulatlon.....;..;f;v..r.......ﬂ..,.........: 7 : Eve
OthPr.-...o...... ........ ‘- CRC I A NG OR SU A g 008 b gse 0 TME '-"--- : i 32 : 10'3
Home Makers : :
Member any orgenizatioNeicee.ceeeees oo Ty o v sl ae 106 : 34.0
Home demonstration clubs........... e L S TR -102 ! P
Other...........-.-......... ------ -cotcﬁo-oo---nuo--o..: ll : 3"5
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4-.H CLUB WORK

Fewer farms reported children of club age (10 to 20 years) than is
usually the case. (Table 21) The number of children of club agc was also
proportionately smaller than in the other arcas from which similar data are
available, Children from 2U per cent of the homes either were or had been
in club work as compared to 18 per cent from the other areas. The number of
boys and girls reached through club work was equal to L2 per cent of the boys
and girls of club age at the time the data were collected. Twenty-four per
cent of the eligible boys and girls were enrolled in club work at the time
of the study and these boys and girls averaged 12.5 ycars of age. While
not measuring the entire valuc of club work it is interesting to note that
1.6 per cent of all the practices renorted cqang°d was credited to the in-
fluence of result demonstrations conducted by juniors.

Table 21. - TFarms and Children in Junior Project Work
~——ltem ¢ Nebraska ¢ 17 other
$ area i _areas
Farm and home records obtalned,.....oceveeeeveereronens e 312 ¢ 11877
Percentage of families with children of club age : :

G S L TR TR S el he Ui Al S i gy : 47
Number of children of club age......: g R BT t . 11528
Number of families with boys and.: glrls in M~ cldhd .l " & A

L e A A e P T e e s S -
Percentage of families with children in club work (évér): 23,7 : 1759
Number of boys and girls in 4-H clubs (ever)........ P CRED . HE SR )
Percentage of boys and girls (10 ‘to 20 vcars) in ulUb :

work (ever)...... i S e P gt e e A SR PR s : 27.9
Percentage of boys ﬁnd 1rls (10 to 20 years) in club ¢ :

B 1 D0 i et o e s e A 3 o e b s PRI 9 o4, 4 : 12.4
Average age of club members S 0920 o Sty e A W g, Sl Pz o3 12.5 : 13.6
Percentage of all nractices adovted due to influence of ¢ :

...... Ry b S e g e S0 i ! 5D,

Junior result demonstrations.
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than the extension service used by farmers and farm women in meeting

AGENCIES OTHER THAN EXTENSION RELIED CN FOR ASSISTANCE

'

Some information was obtained regarding the sources of information other

their farm and home nroblems. (Table 22) Papers and magazines hezd the list being
reported by 43.9 per cent of the farmers and by 26.9 per cent of the farm wouwen.

Nearly one farmer out of four stated that exmerience was a good teacher.

Seventean

per cent mentioned the commércial radio and eleven per cent neighbors as helpful
The radio and

"own experience" were the only other important sourees of helpful information
reported by the farm women,

sources of informaftion in connection with agricultural nroblems.

Table 22, - Agencies Other Than Txtension
Assistance -

Relied on for

Agency

Tumber

Per cent

In connection with the farm:
"“Papers and mogezines....
Own experience.......

In connection with the farm homs

20 o e R IR e i v

Ned phborg, e s
Xz L P i T R L
Miscellaneous...ssae.

Papers and magazines...

Readdomro:

OWn. 0XmerieiiCe, « vvvs s

Miscellaneous.....

e e e

DR Y

“e <o g% es ee s o4 es lse ee

s e 9o <o ee ee ee

137
73
53
33
11
26

gu
43
17

&

“% 4o *e ea 42 *e ee ev lee e

-

o F WO W1 oYO O

= - o
RN O ~NWW

| el 69
N Ul OY

[O)

—2H=



ATTITUDE TOWARD EXTENSIOW

Following the interview with each farm family an estimate was
made of the attitude toward extension. Slightly more than four out of every
five were recorded as favorable and but one out of 50 opposed. (Table 23) The
remaining 17 per cent were renorted as indifferent,- not particularly interested
in the work either for themselves or for their neizhbors., The slightly better
attitude toward extension found in this area as compared to other areas studied
1s in keeping with other information brought out by the study.

Table 23, - Attitude Toward Extension

tNebraska area +15 Other ares

Item ;
‘Number:Per cent :lNumber:Per cent
Farn rocords obtalned. . cvv:icicessanaveribessvst, 5123 ¢ 9878 3 -
Families remorted favorable,........... s e b e 8l : 6888 : 70
Families renorted indifferent......ceveeeeveeest 53 ¢ iF % B3l g 2y
Families roported OPPOEea.s v svossrcirvosiocons? T e 1t W36 b
SUMMARY

The study is based on information obtained from 312 nonselected farm
families in a typical central Nebraska area.

In the case of 9 farms in every 10 studied, either the farmer, the farm
woman or both renorted specific changes made in farm or home practices, as the
result of information obtained from the extension service.

The teaching means and agencies most frequently reported in connection
with practices adopted were method demonstrations, indirect influence, news
stories, farm visits, office calls, bulletins, and general meetings. In the
case of home-economics practices only method -demonstrations and leader treining
meetin~s were outstanding influences having been reported in connection with three
practices out of every five.

The percentages of farmers and farm wemen reporting changes in practiees
increased slightly with increased size of farm.
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Educational training of farmers and farm women also seems to have had
some influence upon the extent of use of extension information. Age of farmers
and farm women, however, has had little bearing upon the adoption of practices.

The very great importance of so organizin-: and conducting extension
work as to bring a large nroportion of the rural people into contact with exten-
sion workers through attendance at meetings, personal calls, or otherwise is
clearly brought out by the close association between perticipation in extension
activities and contact with extension workers and the adoption of improved

practices.

Only two per cent of the farm families were recorded as omwposed to
extension. Only 17 per cent were indifferent. Eighty-one per cent were in
faver of extension agents and the work they do.
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Material contained in this
temporary circular will be illus-
trated and printed in permanent
form within the near future. The
supply will be sufficient to take
care of requests for the circular.
Letters should be addressed to

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE,
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.
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