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" U. of N. Agr. College & U. S. Dept. of Agr. Cooperating

S W. H. Brokaw, Director, Lincoln.

RENOVATION OF HAT MATERIALS

Extension

Circular
433

ot spending less but spending wisely is the essence of true econory.

Durable material of nice color may cost more but they last longer and may be used
repeatedly, if carefully renovated. Thus, they prove to be a real saving in the end.

To Renew Frames

Buckran: or willow frames may be re-shaped by
teaming. Hold the freame over 2 steaming tea-kettle. As the
tean flltcrs thru the frame, work it back into shape with
a2 fingers. Then set it aside to dry. If the shape is guite
sgular, it may be dampened and pressed with a hot iron. Crushed
Crowns may be renewed best by steaming. The softened crown is
‘_:"“ n packed with crumpled paper to keep it in shape while drying.
1f the top of the crown is very mmch crushed, it may be cut avay
leaving the side to be used as a foundation for a soft crown,
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To Renew Velvets

to be renswed with &

o steam velvet - ture a hot iron flat side up. lLay
several layers of da.np cloth over tke iron. Pass the velvet right
Side up over the steaming cloth, moving it consiantly and gently
brushing the n2p up with a soft brush. TVork quickly and do not
allow the velvet to becorme wet. The stean 1lifts the nap, reroves
the creases and brightens the luster. Do not touch the right side
of the velvet oefor“ it is perfectly dry. g
o _ To "broad-t3il" velvet - badlv crushed velvet may be

aroad-tailed", Iay the velvet right side down on the table. Dampen
the back by rubbwnfr with a wet cloth opposite to the direction of

he nap. Vhen the materizal is thoroly dampened, fold it once
1_engthwise with the nap inside. Twist slightly in opposite
fj.lrections. The ends are then tied securely and fastened to the
cacks of chair so that the velvet is stretched to keep it twisted.
Then dry and untwisted the velvet will be nicely Ybroad-tailed®.

It is now ready to Stretc‘.n over the frame.
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To pazne velvet - Place the véivetfonaan,irnning,board right side

_up. .Press-lightly im the directior of the nap with a warm iron. Do not allow
\

the iron to rest on the veleet as it will leave its pri=t.

To tint velvet - After faded velvet has been thoroughly cleaned, it
may be re~-tinted to look like new. 0il paints in many colors may be bought in
tubes. If the desired color cannot be bought they may be mixed to get the tint.
Squeeze the paint into an earthen bowl. Add gasoline, using enough to- cever the
article to be .tinted and sufficient paint to give the color desired. Dip the -
velvet to be tinted in clean gasoline then in the tinting solution and hang out
doors to ?ry. (Work with gasolipc should always be done out of doors away from
the fire.

To Clean Felt Fate

: Felt hats pay be cleaned by dipping in gasollne and ru%blng the
soiled spots until they disappear, then putting the hat out of doors to dry.
Cornmeal moistensd to a paste with gasolince may be used on light colored felt
hats with good results. BRub the paste over the hat, paying particular attention
to the spots. Shake the hat free of the loose paste and place it out doors to
dry, When dry brush to remove ahy cornmeal.

White felt hats may be cléaned by sbaklng in a large hat sack with
some powdered French chalk. After standing several hours, brush to remove the
chalk. Cake magnesia may be substituted for the chalk. If magnesia is used rub
the entire surface with magnesia and brush it out thoroughly.

When cleaning felt and some straw hats, one is apt to stretch the
head-size out of shape. A hfad-size wire may bhe slipped outside the crown and
tacked in place before cleaning, to hold the hat firm.

: To Rener Straw Hats )

Leghorn hats arve clesned by washing with a soft cloth in a suds of
luke warm water and pure soap. The soap shoul@ never be rubbed cn the straw.
Thet rinse carefully to rerove all the soap and lay in the shade %o dry.. This!
remoyes the solled gspots but does not tleach ths straw. Leghorn turas yellow
with age but tke %int is 50 delicate that it ip considered attractive. Strong
acids that bleach will ruin this delicate strew amd should nét be used.

Pgnama straw may be cleaned by fclleving the directions for leghorn

hats. If it is badly discolored, pefo;iﬂe mey be used. Scrub the hat with a
soft cloth saturated with peroxide until it is clean. Then rinse it with clear

lukewarnm water and lay in the shzdé to Fr;.
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Natural milan straw sunburns quite badly. A mixture of lemon Juice and
sulphur (juice of 2 lemons to one tablespoon of sulphur) rubbed in the hat will
bleach it quickly. Rinse with clear water to remove the sulphur. Iay i~ the shade
to dry.

Black straws may be freshened by sponging with a mixture of alcohol and
water (one part alcohol to three parts of water).

Faded straws may be renewed by & coat of straw hat dye. The best results
will be obtained when dye is used to restore the former color rather than to -
entirely change thes color of the hat.

Then cleaned and pressed, straw hats look like new. Cover the straw with
a white cloth and press, being careful not to use the iron too hot for straws scoxrch
quickly. If packed with crumpled paper while drying, the crown of a straw¥at will:
regain its original shape.

A solution made by dissolving two level tablesnoon of gum arabic in a
cup of boiling water may be used to stiffen straw hats that have become limp. Let
this mixture cool, then apply it to the hat with a cloth:or a brush. This may be
used on straw of any color.

To Freshen Feathers

Ostrich feathers may be cleaned in gaxsoline. Shake the feathers up and
down in the gasoline. BSqueeze the flues between the fingers, moving from the stem
toward the tips. Vhen the feathers are clean, rinse in clean gasoline. If the
feather is white two tablespoons of white flour may be added to each pint of

asoline for the rinse. Shake the feather in the air till dry:

After cleaning, directiors for tinting velvets ray be followed to color
feathers. Then thoroly dry the feathers ray be curled by shaking over the heat of
a stove or register. They may be curled by drawing the flues a few at a time over
the dull edge of a knife with a curving stroke.

To Clean Silks
Silks and ribbons may be cleaned in high test gasoline, squeezing them
lightly between the fingers. Rinse carefully when clean. After drying thoroly,
cover with a cloth and press with a warm iron.
Dry cleaner added to gasoline according to the acpormapylng directions
aid considerably in cleaning any materials., Care should be taken to rinse thorolws*
to remove the odor.

£ To Freshen Flowers L
Clean flowers by shaking them in gasoline. Then trim t”ﬁf;rmvad edges.
y are faded they may be tinted with a brusi or ppad 1nt: the color, oil
paint dissolved in gascline being used. Looss petals or 1anes may be replaced
with milliners glue. W
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(Prepared by Iiyrtle A. Isley. Approved by Dept. of Home Ecomnomics).l
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