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The American West: A New interpretive His­
tory. By Robert V. Hine and John Mack 
Faragher. New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2000. x + 616 pp. $40.00 cloth, $19.95 paper. 

This is flat out the best, most inclusive, 
least partisan textbook on Western American 
history available to contemporary profession­
als and the general public. Lack of a suitable, 
comprehensive, apolemical text has long con­
strained teachers of Western US history; this 
one is something of an anomaly too: a text­
book that is actually compelling to read. 

The book is a substantial revision of Hine's 
1984 The American West: An Interpretative His­
tory, second edition. It is comprehensive and 
capacious in its sweep-incorporating a great 
deal of important new scholarship on gender, 
the environment, ethnicity, and Native 
Americans-generous in detail, replete with 
superb photos, maps, and images, and, most 
refreshingly, judicious and circumspect in its 

inclusion of the strident historiographical de­
bates with which the field has been encum­
bered in the recent past. Unlike other Western 
texts, Frederick J ackson Turner is neither in­
visible nor a straw man appearing again and 
again to be taken to the mat. In The American 
West he is historically contextualized, his fa­
mous interpretation about the scope of West­
ern US history properly explicated and 
analyzed briefly; then the narrative moves for­
ward. This reviewer can only say "Hallelu­
jah." 

Faragher and Hine have organized most of 
the story chronologically, and most of the story 
is familiar. Collisions of cultures-European 
with Native American, European with Euro­
pean, American with Native American-com­
prise most of the early narrative. Throughout 
the remainder the authors synthesize and in­
corporate recent scholarship emphasizing the 
long-term significance of these collisions, the 
central place the Western American environ­
ment holds in the history of the region, and the 
inclusion of many more ethnic and women's 
voices in their recounting the nation's move­
ment westward. The fur trade, Manifest Des­
tiny, dispossession of Native people, the 
enormous penumbra cast by the federal gov­
ernment over its public lands are all retold 
with new shadings, from new angles, and 
freshly and clearly explicated. Thematic con­
cluding chapters cover Hollywood's myth­
making and bring the history of the West up 
to the dawn of the twenty-first century. Com­
pact bibliographies conclude each of the six­
teen chapters. 

Readers will find extensive material cover­
ing the history of the Great Plains region, 
though no discrete chapter appears on the vast 
area per se. But the heart of this book is the 
nineteenth-century movement of people into 
the West, land policies, the continuing im­
pact on Native peoples, the vicissitudes of 
homesteading, environmental exploitation, 
and community-building-all familiar themes 
to Great Plains Quarterly readers. Ultimately 
there is virtually nothing in the book over 
which to cavil. The American West is likely to 



become the standard in the field for many 
years. 

KEITH EDGERTON 

Department of History 
Montana State University-Billings 
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