University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Historical Materials from University of

Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Extension

1924

EC568 Poems and Short Stories of Country Life

J. W. Searson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist

Searson, J. W., "EC568 Poems and Short Stories of Country Life" (1924). Historical Materials from
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. 2205.
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist/2205

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska -
Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Historical Materials from University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension by an
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.


https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/coop_extension
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fextensionhist%2F2205&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist/2205?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fextensionhist%2F2205&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

AGRICULTURAT T

Nebraska Au RAYERENCE DEPARTMENE
COOPZR “IV‘: EXTENSION CLIURON C"I-imczb LIBRARY
: IN AGRICULTUKE AND HOLE ECOWO.ICS Extension
1924 U. OFf Ws Aegr. Colleze & U S. Dept, of Agr. Cooperating Circular
. H. Brokaw, Dlrecto¢, Llnboln . R68

POEMS AND SEORT S DRIVS OF COUNTRY LIFE
g Ws Searson

"God made the couantry, but man made the town!,
iuch of ourgreatest literature has sprung from country life. The city
is man-made. It has its ronance and charm likc the country. It has its trials,
its sorrows, its JO}S, itgs achievenents. In these days of newspapers, telephones,
rural frec delivery, automobiles, and radio, the country has many of fhe advantages
of the cily witwout the evils that come from crowded conditions.

It is cstimated that America spends over ten billions of dollars a year

Just to be out of doors - Godls out-of doors, @s it is called. Lost of -this meney
is spent by residenis of cities who long for rost in the mountains and rorests, a-
long ocautiful lakes, or by the scashora. Doubtless gom2 city resident ewylalgea
this univirsal feeling well in the following pocm: )
The 1little carcs that fretted me,

I lost them yesterday
Araong the fields above the sca,

Among the winds at play;
Among the lowing of ~tid herds;

The mistling of the trees;
Among the ginging of the birds,

The humming of the bees.

The foolish fears of what might nappen -
I cast them all ‘away
Among the clover-scented grasg,
Anong the new-mown hay;’
Among the husking of the corn,
¢ ’ There drowsy poppies nod,
: Where ill thoughts die and good are born
Out in the fields with God.
~-Elizebetn Barrett Browning.

est in Bible Literature Rural . .

Ancient nyths, legends, storics, songs, and poems. abound in delightful
interpretations of out-door-life. The nature religion of the Greeks and Romans,
Homer¥s Iliad and Qdysscy, and many of the finest passages from the Latin pocts,
Horace and Vergil, are all inspircd ty contact with naturc and by man's attempt te
underetand his rulationsj%c naturt and to Wature's God. Much of the choicest lit.r-
ature of ‘the Bible is rural The Book of Ruth is one of the most: perfect.examples
of the short story, and it is casily one of our choicest descriptiong of rural life
anong favorite. The storics of the wangr:ﬁbu of ‘the tribesrof Israely of the
Prodiga’-Son, the  Son of Solowon, tac Four Gospels, and many other Bible passages
spring fresh and clear from the richust of couhiry life esperiences.
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lifc, early Amsrican liter-

VLS iatarolly tdn 11' 1”1@ early cclonists lived

es,
trbn 01 *—d‘or/ll¢c.‘ In ayth and story, tiey tad already = W)

e mysteries of th01r strange life with its deily fears end hl““tW A

e
ik i I v rde alnacast al’ of the simple
icles of clot.i readcd. The Ltories of ecrly discoveries, uxploratlc
settlomnents a"a extrcncly fascirating, But befors thac waite man came, the (’
ians liad air sed taeir sone - gheir danec and tlheir ceremonials
s

gome Great Country Lifc Stories

Favorites from Irving, Porl.aps the two mest often reoad ctories of
Was_..ington Irving, "Patiier of Ancricaa Td 4o raturc", are Rip Van Winkle and The
Loegend of Slecpy Hollew, Thosc storics arc now “0uo:hcld tales describing the

va. the city

sconss and depicting the life along the picturesque Hudson river above
i eplaint

of New York. ZEvery onc should read and enjoy ticss tales with thci
humor, tieir finoness of charm, and tucir fascinatin- intorpretati
types tihat dwelt in ond around picutresqu: Slecpy Hollow and tue Cats? 111 moun *
tains

The Great Stene Tace. . unc of ths greatost of American siort stories f
Naﬁ1mniﬁl Hamt worne's story of'The Grest Stone Pace. Tue background of the

istinet 1v¢ly rural, Iittle ZIrnst at his motherts Imee had Leard the

o¢t-Lepbntgd legend of ow tasre siould one day come to tie valley a great and
good man viiuse fieatures should resemble the @reat Stone Face cn the mountain-
side. And you just @asve to raoad the story to discover and apgreciate its P,
beauty, its charm, and its everlasting truth. So povular is it th:at it has
been translated into the lanzuage of every civilized nsotion, and its popularity

increases wita each passinT yea Read the story and vou will understand vway
it is such a fovorite, Wtho-“e's Twice Told Tales offer still furtiher enter-

tai

nent of ta* very best,

Lestherstoclzing Toles., "I could vrite as well as that myself" )
These ae vordas of Jomes Fenimore Cooper os hie lay down a stupid English
novecl 21e nad been resding to his wife, Now Cooper wns o native of New
orsgy -vwao had antondcd Yale Qol and scrved six years in the navy. As
caila, fed upon tales of e evolution, of battle, of adveanbure, and of
rare cend e, told around thc re ido 3f ais father'!s pioncer home at
Cooperstowm in Mthe primeval for b, hard by tiac broad Lalke Otsego and the
wide-flowing river", . "Tveek;'mountains, wild animals, and wild men nursed tuc
o child, and implanted in .im secds of goctry and mo¢ﬁ~* iato the sturdy fibres
“of hiis mind zelden fﬁreann of crecative imagz rination, As a young man, he took
charge of a large farm in Westchester countJ.' Wltu the exception of seven yesa
spent abroad, he Lived tgcrﬁ or at ais boyhcod iome at Coopcrstovm. Above s

every other American writer, he was fitted.by. surroundings, by temperament, anj& ‘
by surprising native ability to interpret the ideally lheroic side of pioneer ! /
Caief among .Lis encuring coantributicns are Tpe Leataerstocking Tales , a serie
five tales of ploneer adveuture, teiing uaeir name from old Leatlierstocling,

a much-worshiped hero fancifully idealized by tae swift-working imacination of
Cooper. . Tuese tales are placed in tae Jelg“b"l 00d of the laize snd river wher:
t2ie autlhor had spent 2iie childhood, and they set fortn "tae wiole mode of ‘
life of a froatier settlement from season to season" and tiie typical characters
round ol romance and local color,

|
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: The Pionecers first anpeared in 1%2% when the anthor wag U years old,
and introduced the hero Leatherstocking. The Las+ of the Mohicang wes written
in 1826,.ani.follomei a year later by The Prairie Penhfcs the best of: the series,
The Pathfinder, was written when the suthor had Juqt passed the age of Hl. Willlam

, cullen ?r"n“, calls this story "a glorious work", and commends its Mméral beaut

the v1w;dues~ and force of its aellpeatlons, and the uneD01led lTove' of nature and
fresk warm emotions which give life %o the narrative and dlcloeue"' In 1841

year later, the last of ‘the series, The Deerslayer, appecred. "Altho each of uheset
tales reonires a bit of the resder's patience during the omening chavters, they are

fageinnting tzles cleverly written, and entirely worth while if Americans are to-
anoreciate the full value of their priceless inheritance.

The ‘Tales of Edear Allan Poe. The writings of Poe baffle »1l1 attempts
at clagsification. Poe himself was noither of ‘he c1ty nor ‘of the country.  He is

the pure é;tl”f in Ame*rcqn literature, 'If he hsd = message, it wag the sublime
message of ‘relizion and art' - "Man sholl not live by bread‘alone“. But country

scenes stimlated his nlay - of ime oination, and ke created exquisite tales whick are:
alike ‘the -cherished poseéscions of city and country. ' Poels tales minister to
homebuilders, tillers of the soil, and civilization makers —ho come %to crave
comoleteness of life, They are symbols 6f enduring trutih »nd beauty best understood
by the %foiler who seeks rest and renewal of dpirit. A few of them are outstanding
contributions to the literature of thé larger rural life. Fenciful, fantastic,
weird, even sruescme, they appear at times, but beneath them all is a note of pure.
Ameriqanhidealism for Mg nation at worlt with grimed hands"

Tritten on a be round of five years"éxnnrinnﬂe,in the Manor Eouse
school in the suburbs of Jonion, MThe ¥Fall of the House of USher"rcontains artistic
descrint 1on< n"d interoretat iong of Ensflish lsandscave s#nd architecture "The

Doman‘of Arn theim" is another tale cLevevlJ combining mystery snd the Qrt of :
aréhitecture rand landscape gardeaing, Perha%e Poe's most widely read-and enjoyed
tale is""The Gold Bug", whose fantastic secrets and deep mysteries are.revesled bit
bit thru the keeness of an adventurer at the lowly hut of Willisam Lezrznd on
Sullivan's Islend, near Charleston, the sire of old Fort Moultrie. Then there .are
the gruesome, hair-raising tales esuch sg "The Tell-tsale Heart", =nd "The Black Cat",
pomerfu] 1nternretat1ons of the trith that "rurder will out"i'or the guilty persoa's
emilt ¥n some way reveals itself, While the teles of Poe are not strictly rural
life litératﬁ”G they are distinctively Americen ar+1at1h creations ~hich should be
read and’ enj OJeQ by ell. , it i ' . “ '

v

i  5wﬁé Soutkern Stories.  Sore of the'rdAEét,df dountry 1life 11€°ra+ur~ _
has come from, the Sou th.ani . Who hag not IOVPA *Vakchmrmlns "Vﬂcl erms QU“T¢PS"

t —onderful story-teller, Joel Q:arilrr Earrig? These humorOLs fold-tales ave
t0ld nirht after nieht to a little boy by an 0ld neero slav®. Brer Rabbit, Rrer Fex
caeum, And oth 2y, animals sho~ their cunnine in clever conversations and

faacinate thé ears of grom-uos ahd children. ne -of’ ttp choicest of the Hesrris
stories is "A French Tar Baby", a tele ~hich, in mre form, exists in the literature
of many nations. Thon there 'is "Ma¥se Cha" and "Méh Lpﬂw" by Themas Nelson Page,
well-told tales of sonthern riaral life -contained ;p "In Ole Virzinia®; and George

W. Cable", "In Creole Days®,~~hich pictures 1if n Louiq;ada before tle Civil ¥ar.

4
W
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! York Train (Samel T. Clerens) nnd Bret Harté'have

created tyvicel stories of early mid-rest and *P~ter life, California, with the
ance of its gold fever of 149, -ie interpreted by Bret Herte, - His "Tennessee'ls
farfner" is a rare cha qc*er Dresentat1o of early Celifornia da?s, and "”he Cutcasts
"17kg , 5 4 &L 4 : : : of

"
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Poker Flat" is ahother story typical of the rough mining comp lifc of the gold-

- e

e m

ddle vwest and West, One of his first ‘and best short stowrics

eckers, ' May: Twain, first smong Americen humorists, was born in- Zanntbal, Missouri
n 1835,  His carly 1ife vdas idontified with every pharte of pionger life in tiac

is his "The Jumplng

wong uig ‘stories best interpreting pioneer life are "Tom Sawyer,"

i
Frog of Calaveras," a humorous extravaganza which at once, won hlm_recogn1+1on.
A

"Fuckleberry Finn'

caing’ It ¢M and "Cld Times on the Mississippi', all humorous and profitably
cnbertalning,  For gatisfying longer storie of midwest pioneer and rural 1ife, .

Hanl in-Garland's "Son of the Middle Border," and "Daughter of the Middle Border"

are unsurpassed.

Three All-Awerican Storieg. Three storle too good to be ocverlocked by
Mary Shipman

any Anerican are Bdward Everctt Hale's "The Map Without a Country",

Andrews! "The Perfect Tribute," and Bibert Iubbard's "A Message to Garcia'.
The ‘second interprets

firgt is the mest popular patrlotic story in our literature.

impressively a striking incident in the life of Abranam Lincoln,

The

The third is a

popular preachment based on the incident of Lieutenant Rowan's carrying a message
to the Cuban geuneral thru hostile lines far into the fastnesses of the island,

Some Great Countrr Life Pop mg

Of the vast number of poems that have given country 111e inspiration
and help, only a few can be mentioned here, All of tliem are within easy reach and

should be read and re-read for newer and bisger meanings.

Early Amorican Poem The thres bar’lest real contri-ubtions to Amerlcan

follz literature are Longfellow s "Bvaageline," "The Courtship .of iiles Standish",
and "diawatha", The first is a tale of A cmdlan ‘1ife followed by. a strangely

pathetic story revealing the backgrounds of Amerlcan life, .Tac seccond is a picture
of colonial New Enzland. "Hiawatha" is an entertaining collection of well-told
Indisn stories and legends. Whittier's "Snowbound," "The Barofoot Boy," "The Corn
Song ," and "daund Muller"; T, P, Ryder's  "The-Huskin' Bee"; and Trowbridge's

"Farmer John", and "The Farmyard Song', are.popular interpretations

life.,

of early

Lator Favor ifes. Charming Scutlern favorites are Paul Hamilton
Hoyne's "The Farmer's Wife," snd Sormel Minturn Peck's "The Grapevine Swing',
William Cullen Bryant's "mne Planting of the xﬁple Tree," Phoebe Cary's "Our

La

Homestead", Oliver Wendell Holmes' "The Plowman," Ralph Waldo

Storn", Hamlirn Garland's "A Dakota Wheat-Field", Will Carleton's

by

Imerson's "The
"The Clang of the

rural

Srow

Yan'zee Reaper," Walt Whitmen's "A Farm Dloture", James Whitcomb Riley's "Gr igﬁcbv

Station!, Sam Walter Toss's "The Milking of the Cow", and John Greealeaf Whi

i -
In §chool Dars" are mmong many other poems that have won secuve nlaces in tne

hearts of rural America..

Humoious. Doems. St:adae as 1t may seew, coun*ry life has
the best in American: humor. - Anong poems which have caused the country folk to laugh
hardest at their own.mxoerieCS are such noem as the followingz:

Bugene J, Eall's "The Highway Cow" , an old—time‘ favorite,

Joel ChandleL Harridg "The Plow-Hand%'s Song", an 0ld negro

foll melody. .
William P, Palmer*s "A Smack in School", long a favo
school 'piecces!

.'

inspired

humorous

James Russell Lowell's "Tae Court*"'", a picture.that touched every

experience.
Sam Valter Fosg's "The Aﬂflbuluv““l ddltors' Poen,'
umoresque, very popular,

a oures

2!
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Then there is the one popular poem combining rare humor with rarer
prophecy = Joan T, Trowbridge's "Darius Green and His 1“1V1*19: fachine! , a poem
vhose wildest dreams have more. taqn come true. :

A Quartet of FPavorites, AFour‘distindtive country life poems stand out
as among the most popular today, These poems may not be .classic in form, but their

messazes 20 straight to the he'ut

7 LJ‘.tt le Brown Handsg
(Tiis poem was based on the actusl experience of the writer who as a
child wrote tihie verses that have endeared herﬂtoiﬁherheart‘of.rural America),

They drlvebuome the cows f;om tnp pwqt,.c,
Up thru the long shady lane,
Waere the muall waiistles loud in the whedt 1“mlds,
That are vellow with ripening grain,
They find in the thick waving grasses ,
Where the scavlot—ilpped strawberry grows,
They gather the. oarllest °nowdroos,
And the f]rSu cr1msoa buds of the rose,iv

//They toss the ney hay in the meadow; - . _"
They gather the clder-bloom waite;
. j They find whore the duskyv grapes purple .
| In the soft-tinted October light.. . ..
. They ¥now whcre the apples hang rlpest
& And are swoetor thaa Italy's wines,
Thoy lmow where the fruit hanps the thick est,
\\ On the ]ong, tnorny b}acéberry vines.j

mhey atner tdu dc110qto seamecds, R AT R U
And build tiny castlos of sand; . . S o
They pick up the beantiful ‘seasholls, - . .
Fairy barl=s that have drifted to 1and._
Thoy wave. from the tall, rocking tree tops
Where the oriole's ﬂdeOCL nest svings;
Mnd at night time arc folded in slumber
By a song that a fond”mothcr sings,

Thosc vho t011 bravely arc strongost!

" The humble and poor become great;.

And’ so from thesé brovm-handed children
Shall grov mighty rulers of state.

The pen of the autnor and statesman -
The noble and wise of the land, -

The sword and the chiiscl and palette,

. . .. .Shall be held in the 1ittle brown hand,
) ,‘—5Mary H,. Krout

Dr. John uoodf‘el1 - Offico Lnatm1rq i
(The author of this poom is a Drﬁctisinp physician in lialte, Ohio,
who, as a traveller in the mountains of cast Tennessee, knew the doctor in the

Tne\pocm is based on . en-incident from a 1life of sacrif 1ce and gservice, )
ALT74-g
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Rob*‘ed o'er by 'tne blue of the: near-bendln oKy

And walled in by the gray of dim mountain pe"“q nlga,
Bryson, a rwou._tai.mer" village stands stiff
‘With'its front to the highway, its back to the chff
A smithy it has, a post-office, a store " :

A few humble dwellings - so much, and no more;.

And lo, its inhabitants, simple and shy, '

Live close to the soil and live close to the skyl

" Muny lohg years ago, fully a score,.

A stairway outside of the quaint village store
Led straight to the bare dusky room. just above, ..
Like a highroad of hope to a haven of love,
;Down ‘at the: foot of thet stairway there swung

A battered old sign; and this-message it flu_nc*
To all who were burdepmed withr ills or with cares.
"Dr. John Gooai‘ello«v»- Offlce upgtwlrs“

"Dr, John G-ooaicllow" : 10'-«1y was he,

Out at the elbows and out at the knee;

But, tho he was: tousled and tattered and old,

His sinews were steecl and.his heart was pure gold
Scldom a storm roistered by:in its might

But it found him abroad on the road, day or night;
Wever a tortuous trail, but it.led :

To some s:Lck woman's si de or some little. cnlld*s bed,

"Offlce upstairsit Ahl taat small dl..sty d.en

Was the home of the saddest and *laddest of men;

His thoughts were his children, kis wife .was. the Wild,
And his heart overflowed when in summer,she .Jnlled-
No gold had.he. gathered, no gear had he Won

Fis wealth was. tie memory of noble deeds done

But he bottled up: gladnegs and sold it in s;-ares
Signeds: “Dr. John uOOO.fellO“V ~. Office.upstairs."

He died - ag tue best and the r—-orst of us r*\ust -

And his friends bore him out of the dusk and the dust
Of his squalid surroundings, .and leid him to rest

In the lap of; the wild he had always loved best,

Then they sold-at vendue, as a matter of course,

His meager effects ~ his poor bony old horse,

His black saddle-bags, his few books - to defra,,*

The expenseSingurred when they. luld. 2im away.

L35
.

Gone, gone angd ¢orgot‘oenl :*."l 1o, nol Lnstead

As they loved:kim when 11v1ng, they loved him when dead;
AnG his grave rust be marked, tho no tablet or stone
Marked a single new mound of the blood of their own.

" But, untutored and. cruie t':w were qul‘be at° 'a loss

How to letter ,'ﬂs name on the rude, ruzged cross ]
“At the:head- of;: =is- grave — how to, carve a scant line -’

Till the thought comme to them of his battered old sign. -




‘\

O

Portland,
tryine to
re jected,

clover, and she interpreted the expericnce in

S

That battered old sign - 4h, they took it and nailed

It high on that cross, but they stupidly fail

“To note that-it served as a signboard of Yove,

On ‘the raad leading straight up 'to heaven abe

ed !

ve,

Inspired were- thpy, but they know it not ‘then -

Ingnired of God, these pecr primitive men, .

For that old sigu announeed - as the Scripture aeulﬁres, -

"Dr. John uoodfe‘le - Of*ice upetdlrs"'

So there in the ‘heat of t%e mliqummer noor,

Ard there in the chill of the midwinter rioon,

Marking the foot of the Lodder of Light

That ends- in the land of Omnipotent Right, -

Swings that o0ld sign, as in seasons of yore

It svung at the side of Jim Milliken's store;

Still offering solace and answaring prayers:

"Dr. Jokn Goodfellow -.0ffice unstairs',
——uame" Bal1 Naylor L

Four—Leaflclover

{The author of this poem is now.an elderly lady living not far from
Oregon. As a young girl, she had many discouraging ebperipuce in

make Wer living by writing, Many of her arti

cles. and poems were

In a time of greatest discouragement, .she chianced  to find a four-leaf

el
thi
set to music and sung by the world's greatest singers..

the beat

short poem in Americe".)

I know-a place where the sun is likesgcld

And the cherry blooms hurst with snow
And down underneathis ‘the loveliest nook,
Where tie 901r—1baf c’overs grovw,

One leaf is for hOpe, and one is for faith,
And one iz for love, you rnow, :
But God put another in for luck -
If you search, you will find where thﬂy ar

Eut you must have hope, and you migt have fai
You mast love and be strong, and so,
If you work, if you wait, you will find the p
where the four-leaf clovers grow,
—~Blla Higginson

s charmine poem which has been

‘It has often been called

ovl,
th,

lace

* The Greatneéss of Dan'l Greeg .

Constitution after he nad had ample chances to xnow the

which men

tried to be great. He saw thru all the shalil

dmscovared the secrets of true greatness, This poem ha
as one of the best to interpret the meaning of sincere rural life),

You never heard of Dan'l Gregg, I don't suppo
I want to tell you there zre few as great as
He never held no offices, but Jjust 'twixt me
Ain't this here holcing! office souwething gre

s poem was written by a young reporter on the Atlanta, Ga.,

many different ways by
ovneass and sham and
8 had a wide circulation



want to add his own favorites.

o

Yo, Dan'l Te Just farmed it - licked along thru thlck cnd thln -
wulttln' late and startin! early, meetin! trouble with a grin;
He didn't leave no millions, but again I wish. to atate.

That, in my opinion Dan'l §hould be numbered with the great.

He never done no flghtln' on the land nor on the sea;

He wasn't no Napoleon, nor a Grant, nor vet a Lee;

No doubt this Pierpont M01gan could have skinned him in a trade
And as far as eddycation is concerned why, I'm afraid

That Dan'l wasn't hard]y what you'd call A Numoer one,

For he got his schoolin' mostly out beneath the shinin' sun; .
The papers never botheéred over Dan'l Gregg's affairs,

But a great man had departed whnn newclum‘tne golden stairs.

He never wrote no poems, nor got up 1nv9nt10ns, SO i
The world would move on swifter than the good Lord made it 203
He couldn't preach a sermon nor ekspound the law to you,

But he raised two boys, by golly, that were decent thru and thru.

He taught 'em to be honest, and he taucht 'em to be true;

He tausht 'em to be manly, and that there's a lot to do.’

He raised his boys to honor him, and so I wish to state

That, in my opinion, Dan'l should bevnmmered with the great
; b -Anonymous

In addition to the list of poems and stbfics here given, each will

Naturally, each will want to read.the favorite

poems and stories he has not read, Best.of all, he will want. to read and re-read
these he has already read. Good stories and poems are like good music., The

oftener you hear good music the more you . appr901ate it,

it over and over again. Literature is the same, It becomes a part of one

frequent reading and re-readings.

‘the more you want to hear

only by

In coming into a full appreciation of the best

hoems and stories, therefore, one comes into an ever-increasing avpreciation of
[ ’ s £ app

12 £a
LLFti.
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To interpret life so that all may have it more
abundJltly is the sublime purpose of good literature.

e
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