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PEACHES 

Peaches suffer from (1) plum curculio and brown rot, 
(2) peach leaf curl, (3) scab, and (4) borers. 

(1) Plum curculio and brown rot �d�a�~�a�g�e� are .discussed 
under cherries and plums, respectively . . 

(2) Peach ieaf curl is a fungus disease characterized by the 
effect it has on the peach foliage. The leaves are either paler 
than normal or reddened. They are curled, puckered, and di·s
torted and usually fall in late June or early July. This may re
sult in almost complete defoliation of the tree. 

(3) Peach scab or "freckles" is a �f�u�n�~�s� disease which 
materially lowers the value of infected fruit. It makes small, 
black spots on the upper or more exposed side of the fruits. 

(4) The peach tree borer causes damage and. death to peach 
trees by feeding in the bark of the trunk and upper roots. Their 
presence can be detected by masses -of eKUded gum mixed with 
sawdust from 2 or 3 inches below to a foot above. ground. · Kill 
the borers by scraping grass and trash away from the base of 
the tree and sprinkling para-dichlorobenzene (PDB) crystals 
all around the trunk in a band an inch from the trunk. . Then 
mound dirt around the trunk a few inches deep over the crys
tals. Fumes from the PDB enter the burrows of the borers and 
kill them. For trees under three years of age use 1/2 ounce 
per tree, for trees three to six years old use 3/4 ounce, and 
fQr older trees use 1 to 1 1/2 ounc.es, depending on the size . 
Make the application about the first of c>etober. 

Infestation may be prevented by spraying or painting the 
trunks with 1/2 cup of 50% wettable DDT powder mixed in one 
gallon of water. Three applications are necessary. The first 
should be during the first week of July, the second during the 
last week in July, and the third about the 25th of August . 
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SPRAY SCHEDULE FOR PEACHES AND APRICOTS 

Dormant, before the buds break. 
For peach leaf curl. 

Conversion 
number1 

Pounds per 
100 gallons 

Dry lime-sulfur 33 24 
First summer, when the shucks or 

dried flower parts begin to fall from 
the young fruits. 

Wettable sulfur 8 8 
Methoxychlor (50o/o wettable powder) 12 4 

Second summer, 10 to 14 days later. 
Use the same materials. 

Third summer, one month before harvest. 
Wettable sulfur 8 8 
DDT, 50o/o wettable powder 6 2 

Fourth summer, ten days before harvest. 
Wettable sulfur 8 8 

1 See page 5 for explanation of conversion number. 

APRICOTS 

Apricots suffer from the same disea,ses and insects as ,~o 

peaches, except for peach leaf curl. Spray with the same 
materials recommended for peaches, omitting the dormant 
spray. 

NOTES ON SPRAY MATERIALS 

In the preceding spray programs, when wettable sulfur is 
specified, sulfur of the finest particle size obtainable should b e 
used. Either microfine wettable sulfurs, sulfur pastes or sulfur 
products such as Kolofog are satisfactory. 

When copper sulfate and hydrated lime are specified-, the pro
duct o.f these is bordeaux mixture. The copper sulfate should b e 
dissolved in the water before the lime is added. Copper sulfate 
powder dissolves much faster than crystals. Commercially 
prepared Bordeaux mixtures may be used in place of coppe r 
sulfate and lime. Directions on such I?ackages tell how much of 
the Bordeal,J.x mixture to use. 
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Spray Machinery 
Knowingwhatpestsarepresentand what to spray with 

to control them does no good unless a spr-ayer of some 
kind is available. The size of sprayer to get depends on 
the size of the fruit planting together with what other work 
the sprayer might be used for. Nurseries and pest con
trol operators often do custom spraying of trees in town 
for a moderate fee. 

Warning: It is dangerous to plants to spray them with a 
sprayer 1n which 2, 4-D has been used. 

Ga.rden hose sprayers: Fruit growers with a few trees that 
are close to a pressure water system can get a small sprayer 
which attaches to a garden hose. A concentrated mixture of 
spray material is placed in the sprayer and suction pulls it into 
the stream of water.. This type of sprayer can also be used on 
ornamentals ar-ound the yard and on garden vegetables. 

Hand compressed air sprayers: Many people have a small 
3-gallon sprayer for use on their garden, ornamentals and lawn. 
This may be used for spraying one or tw'o trees, but that is a
bout all. An apple tree only ten years old requires about seven 
gallons of spray at one time when in full leaf. Only five such 
trees would take about twelve sprayerfuls, and that is probably 
more work than the fruit would justify. 

Wheelbarrow sprayers: Wheelbarrow sprayers with tanks 
holding 14 or 16 gallons of spray mixture are about the smallest 
size practical for a grower with a half dozen or more trees. 
'these may be had with only a pump. This necessitates one man 
pumping and another spraying. Wheelbarrow sprayers can also 
be obtained with pressure tanks. These can be pu_mped up once 
and will spray several gallons before they need to be pumped up 
agai11. This type is sometimes equipped with a gasoline motor 
for operating the pump. 

Barrel sprayers: On a farm with other equipment .available, 
a barrel sprayer may be used. This is a pump mounted in a 
barrel and carried about on a truck bed, wagon or trailer . 
One man is required to pump and another to spray. A sizeable 
home orchard can be sprayed with the barrel spr~yer. 

Small power sprayers: Small power sprayers of about 15 
gallons capacity are available. These are high pressure sprayers 
but are small enough to go in the trunk of a car. They cost about 
$150. If enough other uses are available to- justify this cost, they 
are ideal for spraying home orchards. 


