






-3- . 
.. 

we lcnow we must all fit together comfortably if we are to be happy • . A child must 
learn ( and the sooner the better) to control his emotions and to �d�~�p�e�n�d� onhimself 
for comfort and. for inspiration; he must develop in himself a self-starter. Thi s. is 
not to say that he will never get sympathy nor help but that he must not depenQ upon 
others for what he should learn. to provide for himself. The world needs men and 
women of strength, self-reliance and·courage. We cann9t begin too young to teach 
t hose ·qualities, 

Now all this is not so simple for grandmother who perhaps b..<td quite a 
different aim as her goa.l when h8r children were little. Of course we waJ1ted our 
children to become fine men and women. Indeed we expected them to �(�a�n�~� lot s of us 
accompli shed our desires, I 1m glad to say) but we perhaps thought that we should. 
go about it in a differEmt ·way. Our grandchildren catch us at a time of lif e when 
we are gropinc for a job. Our immediate work of raising our family is done; we 
don't get any particular thrill out of amusing ourselves, we'd rather work; weal
ways have,· we like work and while we may talk about wanting to quit, just try to 
make us] And along come the grandchildren! 

Your own young people have their .own notions and independent ideas and 
. want neither · advice nor help - 'Qut the babies· are j ust as sweet, just as helpless, 
·Just as lovable as babies alv'lays are and o11r love for them comes near to b eing our 
undoingJ Memories come floating baCk- we put diapers on this way (our hands could 
do it without our eyes loolr...ing. on and the new mother fumbles at fir st); we fed t hi s , 
we gave water, . so; we let them sleep when they wanted to sleep; and. we fed them when 
they were hg.ngry. Never �w�o�v�~�d� we have thought of put·ting thoro to bed to 11 cry it out" 
and if we had, the neighbors wouldn 1 t have let usJ If an,yone thinks it is easy to 
sit bac}{: and lot ;untri ed, inexperienced young parents tackle the job of caring fo r a 
baby just let them try it! · It i sn't oa.sy one minute. 

:But stop and ask yourself - how did you get so experienced? Wnat have you 
been doint?; all these years but trying to raise up a son and daughter who would be 
better educated, better equipped, better controlled than we were? · Can 1 t you trust 
t hem now? Didn't you learn by the trial and error method and i sn't it better than 
a thousand theories? In the answers to such questions you will. find -your stre::J.gt h 
and your lin e of action. Give the parents a chance. .And I 111 tell you a secret: 
if you can go about your business and keep still (not with tha.t thin-lipped, strained 
stillness that is so deadly to tolerate but wlth the happy silence that �a �~�~�t �s� that 
the matter at hand. is in good care) then you'll be asked to give help - not always, 
not as.oft en as you'd like perhaps, but you'll be asked • .And your advice, when it is 
sought, will be considered; your r estraint will place .. you in a post of dignity and 
honor - that YOU CANNOT GET IN .ANY OTHER WAYJ 

�J�3 �~ �g�Q�~�e� a Grandmother of Distinction 
Now I have spoken at some length about what a grandmother's place ISN' T. 

What, then, is it? Oh, she has a wonderful place all her own. She can back up 
the parents, never going behind them, never doing or allowing done what they do not 
approve, but re-enforcing law and order and being jolly about it so that law and 
order seem fun. 
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She can wiri th~ ; re spect o; .her grandchildren by b~i~€J ~ :per son of di~
tinction . By th~t I mean a .person who thirucs well of herself and who lives a 
happy life - in her s e~J. ' Contrary to p opula r opinion, ·respect c~nnot. 'be -taught, 

·:j, 1i .can only be earned. · A p retended respect, a surface respect can be t aught -
out who wants it? Real r espect is earned and t o gain it, you must first of all 
respect your self. Respect your 'body, keep it as 'beautiful as possible . · Respect 
your clothing, keeping it fresh and 'becoming. 

· r remember my _ gr andmother Ingram always dressed _the .sani.e - she ·d.idn't 
attemp t t o :follow the mode • .. But she a lways had a ·lovely p_:i .. t o:( .white .:Lace .at her 

· neck held by ·a p in that g_rpndfather _had given her. · Hand's 0·ere ·l:l carred with work, 
hu.t they 'were clean and ~~ft. - never grirey and ha .. rd as 'we're _the hands of s ome 

. other girls , .. gr andrriother's ' I :kne.w. She h-'ld no money for fine creams but she was 
faithful with· her mutton tallow wll..i ch she skillfully r endered her sel f . Her hair 
was soft and whi t o, not yell owed , and her s ca l p was heal thy a.nd p ink.. I recall 
being s o proud of her distiL+ction and good looks, and as I grew older, -of ·.her pep 
in .keeping herself so nice looking. · 

Grandmother must respect her . O'\lm · per s onali ty . She rriust s tand on her· own 
feet emotionally and not (lepend on her children. Many· a woman who prides herself 
on money independence, is c1.n emotional ·oankrupt needing her ' c~i1ildren' s gaiety , 
her childr en ' s friends to f il.l her life • . Gra:ndmother shm.{ld plar1 her ownrecrea
tion, h ave her own friends , be a person in her ot•n ri ght , on~y so can phe make her 
plac.t • . Don 't let's be hang ers-on; let .' s be p eople of s tn~ngt~1 ·· ... 

If we s o order our l ives we can bring a real co.n tributi on to our family 
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life, culturally, emotionally, . ;intellectually ·and in tire work-a-P-ay world. · .· No one' --...... 
pretends it is· easy 'to k eep in the 'background when background i s nee,ded a.n,d then 
in a pinch, step front and P.i tch in to work and resp'onsi'bili ty • . · No : one pretend:s .. 
it is simpl e t o k eep still w~en things mi ght go better (or so w~ f ondly t :P,ink) ·._if . 

we took the holm. But who want s .the easy. task? I ciori ' t, do yo·J.? ··, And who. can ·::tJe :· 
expect ed t o do the hard . One but we who have li vod? . If life 'hasn 1 t taught , U? some-' ; 
thing · .... ·oh, but it ha~ J . And one of tho ·first l e s sons is th~t we can do 'the job that 
i s our s .at 'the moment. I f .we were to be mothers, we would 'be the 'b es t mothers we · 
knew. Now that we are. gr ap.drnothers, we 're going '.to do t hat j ob well too. Just 
wa tch u s . ' . · 
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