




Walks 

Design - The walk need not be straight; 
it can curve around a tree or other point of 
interest. Allow space enough for clearance. 
3' should be allowed between shrubs or 
other objects bordering a walk. 

Material - The walk can be wooden 
block, brick, cement in any form, gravel or 
crushed stone. Safety is important. The 
surface should be firm and even. Those 
using the service entrance are more likely 
to be carrying supplies or wearing muddy 
boots. Walks here must be non-slippery 
and free of irregularities. 

Protection - The approach will be more 
inviting if it is protected from severe wind 
by a wall, planting, or a decorative screen. 

At least partial cover should be provided 
to protect family and guests from rain and 
snow. The size of the covered area de
pends on the number of people expected to 
be protected at one time and on the design 
of the house. Room must be provided for the 
storm or screen door to swing out plus a 
space 3' by 3' for each guest. The free 
space will be most convenient if located on 
the side opposite the door hinge, so no one 
will have to walk around the door to enter 
the house. 
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Size - Size of the entryway can add to 
its visual importance. Adding shutters, 
trellises or planters will make the door look 
larger. Interest can be achieved also by 
informal balance. Perhaps something tall 
on one side and long and low on the other. 

Accessories - Accessories such as 
handsome lamps or hardware can add 
importance. 
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Lighting - The approach must be well 
lighted. Fixtures on the house or poles can 
provide satisfactory general light. Decora
tive effects can be achieved by hidden 
sources in shrubbery or by spots. Rows of 
low light might mark the walkway. 

Appearance of the entryway should make 
it the accent or focal point of the exterior 
of the house. 

Color - Color can make the door itself 
seem important. A bright or dark value can 
be chosen to contrast with the exterior 
color. 



SUMMARY 

The entryway creates the first impression of your home . 
A successful one requires careful planning. 

• Locate it for convenience. 

• Allow space for activities and number of people using it. 

• Plan plenty of storage. 

• Make it attractive and an expression of you . 

• Plan the drives and walks for convenience, safety and 
comfort. 

• Make the entryway the focal point of the exterior. 

• Use these guides plus plenty of imagination to make your 
entryway inviting. 


