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gins. Sew a 3 inch bias around thi s 
cur ve. (Fig. 14C) 

For chair without cushion. When 
no ushion lS used, seat cover shoul d 
extend over entire area and allow 
six inch tuck-in on sides and back. 
Hem back edge and insert rod to 
hold it in place. 

For chair with open arms lay 
material on seat of cha1r, wrong 
side up. Smooth to arms on each 
side. At arms lay extra material 
back. Insert a pinonthefold, mark
i ng the c e n ter of the wood arm. 
(Fig. 15) Cutfromedgeperpendi c
ular to 1/ 2" of this pin. Snip and 
apply cord so that it fits snugly a
round arm. 

FIG· IS 

Arm section 

Front of arm piece i s pinned in 
posifwn on cha1r. Chalk mark the 
shape using the upholstery cording 
on chair as guides. A pattern may 
be made in the same way with paper, 
cut and tested t o see if it fits per
fectly. (Fig. 16) 
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Allow 5/ 8" seams beyond mark
edline. Cut one piece at a time - 
a right and a left. 

Sew cord on edge of each arm 
front piece, sli ghtly easing c0rd 
around curve. Snip to make seam 
lie flat around curve. (Fig. 1 7) 

Fit inside arm piece, by start 
ing at f ront of cha1r, leaving seam 
allowance extend over front edge o;' 
arm. Bri ng material to back of chair 
and an c h or. Start cord at point 
where outside back joins outside 



am. Bri n g cord to arm front . 
S:retch cord tight. Anch or in front. 
Ins ert pins on stitching line of cord
ing. Stitch and trim. 

Pin outside t o inside arm at cord 
and st itch. (Fig . 18) 

J oin to Front 

Plac e corded front arm piece 
on chair, seam outw a rd. Re turn 
ins i de- outside arm p ie c e to ch air. 
Fol d under the seam allowance on 
a rm c overing an d pin fol ded e dge 
t o the stitching line on the c ord of 
arm fron t piec e. Pin clos e l y . 

Now fit arm curve in back . Be 
sure the under a rm cor de d seam 
is p inned securely to outside back of 
c hair . Smooth m aterial fr om arm 
front to bac k . L ay first finge r of 
left hand on inside back and cut 1 
inch tabs around the c urve, as you 
did for inside bac k . (See Fig . 8, 
page 5) Chalk mark c urv e and apply 
a 3" bias . The material below the 
c urve down to the seat wi ll serve 
a s tuck -in . 

Remove arm sec tion from the 
c hair . Stitc h and trim seam . Hem 
lower edges. Doweling may be in
s erted in low e r inside arm to h elp 
keep it in place . (Fig . 19) 

Make back closure to join arm 
and back sections with zipper or 
snap t ape. (Fig . 20 ) 

For Chairs with Open Arms 

Where wood and upholstery meet 
at front, fold in a sma ll pleat or 
eas e fabric on each side of a rm. 
Make snips if necess ary and make 
it fit smoothly a round wood a rm. 
Apply cord o n this edge. 

L a ter when slip c ove r is put on 
chair it c an be tac ked to chair with 
c urved need 1 e or sna pped along 
seam overlap on underside of a rm . 
(Fig. 2 1) 
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Cushion 

Fit Co rd to C ushion 

Cente r fabric on cushion and p i n 
smoothly . Chalk mark for seam
line followin g the ::mter edge of 
cushion. (Fig. 22 ) 

Pl ace ri ght side of cor ding on 
right side of c over beginning about 
3 11 from the back on one side a..11d 
continue a round c over. 

At c orners clip cording the 
width of s earn allow a n c e so that 
a s q uare c orner c an be tur:::1ed. 
(Fig. 23) 

To Joi n Cord End 

Let cord lap 1 11 a n d snip. R ip 
back one end o f cording 1 11

• Cut 
out 1 11 of cording and turn under 
1/2 11 raw edge 0:::1 thi s end. L ap 1/2 11 

over other end o f cord, so the cords 
just meet . Stitch. Repeat for bot 
t om cover. (Fig . 24) 

Fit the Boxing 

Locate opening in center of box
ing ac ross back a nd 4 11 a long each 
side. 

If no zipper o r snap t ape is used, 
boxing is made in continuous strip . 
One side is l e ft open acros s b ack 
and 4 11 along each s ide which is 
s t it ched i n place on r. ushion. 

If z ipper or snap tape is used 
cut boxing for bac k opening in two 
;:>ie c es, each about 3 1/2 11 wide and 
the length of the opening plus 2 11 for 
seam allowanc e. 

To Apply Zipper 

Join the two pieces with 1 11 seam 
down c enter an d stit ch 1 1/2 11 by 
machine . Secur e thread, then baste 
to within 1 1 /2 11 of other end whic h 
is ma c hine stitched. (Fig. 25) 
Press seam open. 



Open zipper and place ri ght side 
down on wrong side of seam with 
teeth next to stitched seam, begin
ning where it is basted . Use reg
ular presser foot and stitch from 
beginningoftape to 112" beyond 
end of zipper. Leave needle in place 
in fabric. Close zipper. Turn 
s quare corner, stitching across 
ends of tape; turn again and stitch 
other side of zipper back to opposite 
starting points . Rem ove baste 
stitching. 

To Apply Snap Tape 

Fold under 1 I 2" on one pie c e of 
boxing and t urn up 1 I 2 11 on the other 
piece. Sew snap tape on under side 
of first piece and on top side of sec 
ond piec e, covering the 1 I 2 11 seam 
allowance. (Fig. 26) 

Join Back Boxing to Front Box
ing and test to see that it fits snugly 
around cushion. (Fig . 27) 

Compl ete c ushion by stitching 
boxing to top and bottom corded 
cover. (Fig. 28) 

Ftc.. . ze 

Flounce 
When a flounce is used the arm 

sec tions and seat base front sec
tion may be joined together . 

Sew cord at bottom to slip cover. 
Use a s quare or yardstick to mea
sure this stitching line equal dis
tance from the floor . 
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ZIPPER 

Decide the typ e and depth of 
flounce you w ant. A plain flounce 
with inverted pleats takes the least 
material and looks tailored. Cor
ner pleats should be at least 3 11 deep . 
Cut the flounc e, allowing fo r at least 
1 11 hem. 



Sew one flounc e pie c e to bac k 
sec tion, turning b a ck 3" on eac h 
corner. This 3" forms part of the 
pleat. 

Side and front sec tions of flounce 
are made in one pie c e. If pleats 
need to be pieced, do it under cor
ners . At the bac k corner make one 
half of the 3" pleat and let the mat
erial extend over back . Stitc h all 
pleat s ac ross top to hol d in plac e. 
(Fig . 29) 

Stitch flounc e on seam line of 
c ord bein g certain c orner pleats 
are in plac e . 

FIG . 29 
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Attach slip cover to chair 
Put finished sections o n c hair 

in this order: 

1. Front seat base sec tion is 
fitted to chair and the top stitched 
to chair seat with c urved needle . 
The tabs whic h extend on the low
er front piec e to front arm sec tion 
may be c aught by either sewing or 
t acking. (Fig. 30) 

2. Arm sec tions are slipped on 
next, bias flanges turned upward. 
A rolled magazine pushed into 
the chair or doweling inserted in 
hem will help keep sections in place. 
Sew arm front piec es across c hair 
to bottom of c hair. 

3. Backsec tion-tuckinalltabs. 
If no zipper or snap tape has been 
used, use a c urved needle to sew the 
back sec tion to arm sec tion along 
the seam line of the cord . 

4. To finish b ottom edge of 
chair , turn the hemmed edge of slip 
cover under the chair and tack with 
small upholstery tac ks or sew to 
the c am b ric which covers the 
springs. (Fig. 31) 

5. F 1 ounce may be attached 
with snaps or stitched . 

You Have Done A Good Job 
When Your Slip Cover . . . 

1. Belongs to the room in which 
it is used . 

2. Is made ofwell- c hosen mat
erial and is suited to the furniture 
in texture, color and design. 

3 . Fits snugly with no vrrinkles. 
4. Has pleasing proportions; 

that is, the seam lines follow the 
basic lines of the furniture . 

5. Has neatly and c arefully 
made seams. 

6. Is m ade with each section cut 
on the grain of the material. 

7. Ha s inc onspicuous closure. 

8. Has a well-proportioned 
flounce, if used. 


