




Handkerchiefs, keytainers, desk pen set, 
notebook cover, pins, clips, ties, and neck­
laces are but a few of the items that can be 
purchased with an initial to personalize them. 

To delight a child's heart there are pencils 
with the name imprinted, a sweatshirt with 
his name on it, a homemade steps tool, with 
his name on it, to help him reach the sink 
or washbasin; and many other items. 

For the wanan whose needlework is prized, 
there are labels to be sewn on that say "De­
signed by ," "Handwoven by 
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�~�~�-�=�-�-�-�:�~�-�-".Handmade especially for you by " 
She would have double pleasure in giving 
the article and also remembering from whom 
the personal label came. 

And one thing people can't buy is your 
photograph. A small one in a standup frame 
is appropriate for the recipient to enjoy day 
after day on his desk or dressing table . 

Good Taste and Pleasing To The Eye 

Whether it's a gift or not, always use 
good taste. It should also be pleasing to 
the eye. Be sure you will not burden some­
one with an item that is so highly stylized 
that it will be out of date in no time. Simple, 
clean lines and attractive colors are always 
in good taste. Here is an opportunity to use 
your knowledge from your Extension Club 
lessons --Creative Design, Wall Accessories., 
Color in the Home, Line & Design. 
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To go along with good taste and pleasing 
to the eye, don't overlook ease of care. Be 
sure that you give a gift -- not a chore, Easy 
to wash, not too fragile materials are best, If 
the gift makes extra work, it won't be used; 
or if it is used, part of the joy of having it is 
dimmed by the tedious maintenance job. 

Wrap It With A Flair 

You may not be able to judge a book by 
its cover, but an unusual cover entices you 
to peek inside. That gift package cover need 
not always be bedecked with fluffy bows and 
gay gift wrap paper. Did you ever think of 
wrapping a cook book or a box of cookies in 
a gay kitchen towel and tying it with yam? 

A bottle set down in an oatmeal carton 
solves a wrapping problem. When the carton 
is dressed up into a head of Santa Claus or 
bunny rabbit it's as saucy a parcel as ever 
said a "From me to you!" Use an old fash­
ioned folding paper bell on one comer of the 
box -- putting glue on the back and laying 
the bell half open. This would be as appro­
priate for a wedding gift as it is for Christmas. 
A package with little metal bells worked into 
the bow makes it heard everytime it's moved. 

When the gift is for a traveller about to 
take off on a journey, try using a highway map 
or a world map for the wrapper. Even news­
paper tied with common string can be a real 
teaser. Make a tag of newspaper that says 
you are cutting expenses and hope they will 
enjoy reading news of the day after the festi­
vities are over! 

You can make your own enclosure and gift 
tags by carefully cutting old greeting cards. 
Then use a plain color paper for the wrap that 
harmonizes with the tag to be used. Glazed 
shelf paper comes in beautiful colors. 



It is also fun to make your own gift wrap 
paper with a linoleum block on brown craft 
or shelf paper, or screen printing on some 
plain white tissue. Your own individual paper 
will not be like any of the other packages! 
Be sure you sign your name on the paper so 
that everyone knows that you designed and 
made it. 

When the gift is small, boxes within boxes 
create fun for the crowd as they are opened 
and unwrapped, step by step. A silver thim­
ble, for example, makes a mightly small box 
but the final wrap could be large enough to 
cover a sofa cushion! 

Consider the lowly brown bag. Wrap the 
gift with it. Decoration could be a clown 
face, a pup, a flower -- your only limit will 
be your own imagination. Use bits of felt I 

cloth 1 beads , paint; cotton, sequins , tins ell 
ribbon bows I colored pictures , and what have 
you! 

Think A Year Ahead Of Time 

Gift giving I like many other things 1 is 
what we make it. Why not make it easy and 
fun? 

It does require planning but it needn't 
be elaborate . Just be sure to get everyone 
in on the act and that you don't wait until 
the last minute to get started. 
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Get smart! Begin as soon as one oc­
casion is over to plan for the occasion next 
year. Find a convenient box or draw er for 
storing gift w rappi ngs -- ribbons, papers 1 

boxes. Have another box in which to collect 
little items and decorations from time to time 
during the year. Whenever you see a suitable 
gift for a particular person or party occasion 
stash it away. It might be a good idea to 
label it and you might keep a list so you won't 
duplicate when you go shopping. 

Have you tried keeping a "Remembering 
Book? " A s imple notebook used year after 
year can become priceless. It can list your 
friends and tell what you've given them in 
the past -- plus notes concerning them. In­
elude needs and desires as you find out about 
them. Sizes of family and friends as well as 
names of their pets might be included . 

Whatever you do, enjoy t he:: ~1ving of the 
gift. The price tag is insignificant--so never 
tarnish your spirit of generosity by going 
broke. Your ingenuity and imagination are 
much more fun for both you and your recipient! 



FOODS 
Gifts Of Nebraska- Made Products!/ 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

Apples 
Beet sugar 
Cheese 
Cider 
Coffee 
Convenience foods: 

Macaroni & cheese 
Pizza mix 
Pancake flour 
Biscuit mix 

Stone ground cereals & flours 

Honey 
Horseradish 
Jams & preserves 
Meats: 

Centennial steaks J:/ 
Beef sausage 
Frankfurters 
Husker Chops Y 

Pickles 
Popcorn 
Salad dressings 
Sizzle seeds (popped wheat) 
Turkeys: 

Smoked 
Rolled 
Steaks 

Brooms & brushes 
Bathwater softener 
Cutlery 
Hand tools 
Ironing board covers & pads 
Pottery 

APPAREL & RECREATION 

Boots 
Duck & goose decoys 
Gloves 
Hunting knives 
Leather belts 
Uniforms 
Slides & murals of Nebraska i/ 
Books about Nebraska 2/ 
Nebraskaland Magazine i/ 
Nebraskaland Calendar i/ 

List compiled from Directory of Nebraska Manufactures 19 66-67. For further in­
formation inquire of Division of Nebraska Resource, State Capitol, Lincoln, N e­
braska 68509. 
Detailed specifications available from Centennial Commission, Lincoln Hotel, 
Lincoln. 
For further information and colorful recipe leaflet to enclose write Nebraska Cen­
tennial Pork Promotion Committee , Box 49 , Glenvil, Nebraska 6 89 41 . 
From State Game Commission, State Capitol, Lincoln 68509 
From University of Nebraska Press, 215 Nebraska Hall, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln 68508. 
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