
University of Nebraska - Lincoln University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

Historical Materials from University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Extension 

1982 

EC82-874 Changes in the Structure of Nebraska Agriculture EC82-874 Changes in the Structure of Nebraska Agriculture 

1969-1978 1969-1978 

A. L. Frederick 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist 

Frederick, A. L., "EC82-874 Changes in the Structure of Nebraska Agriculture 1969-1978" (1982). Historical 
Materials from University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension. 4384. 
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/extensionhist/4384 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Extension at DigitalCommons@University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Historical Materials from University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Extension by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 











farm numbers probably reflects the nationwide desire by many persons to 
return to country living . Some of the intermediate-size units acquired more 
land which shifted them up into the larger acreage category. In some cases 
all of a former unit went to an expanding operator. But in other cases only 
part of a unit may have been sold, thus contributing to an increase in the 
number of smaller tracts, many being part-time farms and rural residences. 

The increase in number of farms in the large acreage categories has been 
facilitated by continued advances in technology, especially in farm machin
ery and irrigation equipment. Tax incentives also probably played a role in 
the expansion of many farm units. 

FARM CHARACTERISTICS AND ADJUSTMENTS 

In addition to farm number and size distributions, there are other farm 
characteristics relevant to assessing changes in the Nebraska farm sector. 

Type of Tenure 

The predominant farm tenure group in Nebraska is the part owner. Such 
a farmer both owns some and rents from others part of the land he farms. 
Part owners accounted for 40.1 percent of all Nebraska farmers in 1978-a 
figure that changed little between 1969 and 1978 (Table 5). The number of 
farms operated by full owners increased slightly during this same period 
(from 34.5 to 38.0 percent of the total) while full tenant operators declined 
from 25.3 to 21.9 percent. 

Part owners have larger operations than either full owners or tenants. 
More than three out of every fi ve acres is now farmed by part owners, a 
slight increase from 1969. This increase came at the expense of tenants who 
in 1978 farmed only 14.7 percent of the land, down from 18.4 percent in 
1969. 

The decline in the farm tenancy rate is related to the desire of most opera
tors to own at least part of the land they farm and the availability of credit 
that enabled them to make farmland purchases. Al so, technological 
changes have made it possible for fewer operators (tenants and part owners) 
to farm the land available .for rent. 

Type of Farm Business Organization 

Individual or family-owned units continue to be the dominant type of 
farm business organization. In 1978, they accounted for 85.9 percent of all 
farms (Table 6). The last three Censuses of Agriculture show no strong 
trends for individual or famil y-owned units. Nor has there been any notable 
trend for partnerships, which in 1978 accounted for 10.1 percent of all 
farms. Farms organized as corporations (including famil y-owned) increased 
in number, especially between 1974 and 1978, but still accounted for only 
3.9 percent of all Nebraska farms in 1978. 

5 



Data indicate that farms organized as partnerships or corporations (in
cluding family-owned) tend to be larger operations. In 1978, corporation 
farms accounted for 13.4 percent of all land in farms, an increase from 7.0 
percent in 1969. In both years these figures were considerably higher than 
the percentage of farms identified as being corporations. But while the 
percentage of farmland controlled by corporations had nearly reached that 
controlled by partnerships in 1978, both were substantially less than that 
controlled by individual or family-owned units. 

Farm Types 

For many years the Census has classified farms by types, based on sales 
values of products sold. Nebraska farms were split almost evenly between 
cash grain and livestock farms in 1978 (Table 7). The number of cash grain 
farms increased abruptly between 1969 and 1974, probably because higher 
grain prices in 1974 raised the value of grain sales, thereby contributing to 
the increase in the number of farms categorized as cash grain operations. By 
1978, the number of cash grain farms had dropped back again and livestock 
farms had increased, but neither had returned to 1969 levels when there 
were substantially more livestock farms than cash grain farms. The number 
of dairy and poultry farms have declined, as have those in an "all other" 
category. The pattern is mixed in the general farm category. 

Crop Production 

Nebraska is primarily a corn production state as measured by the number 
of farm s growing corn, the acreage harvested, and the total bushels pro
duced (Table 8). Although the number of farms producing corn was some
what smaller in 1978 than in 1969, total acreage and average acreage 
harvested per farm were larger. Poor growing conditions in 1974 show up 
both in total production and average yield per acre. 

Wheat ranked second to corn in number of Nebraska farms producing it 
and acres harvested. Except for 1974, however, total production of wheat 
ranked behind both corn and grain sorghum. 

Soybeans have been consistently ranked fourth in the number of farms 
producing the crop, total acres in production, bushels produced, and aver
age number of acres per farm. 

Livestock Production 

The number of farms engaged in livestock production trended downward 
from 1969 to 1978 (Table 9) . In fact, with the exception of broilers, the 
number of farms selling each species of livestock declined significantly. 
However, the average number of cattle and hogs per farm increased as did 
the total number of animals in these major livestock enterprises. For dairy 
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and poultry products the average value of sales per farm was much higher in 
1978 than in 1969, reflecting larger-sized units and higher prices received. 

Farms with breeding animals and laying flocks declined in number during 
the 1969-1978 period (Table 10). However, the number of beef cows and 
hogs kept for breeding purposes increased during the period . 

The long-term downtrend in milk cows, breeding ewes, and laying hens 
continued between 1969 and 1978. Not only did the number of farms with 
these enterprises decline, but the actual number of milk cows, ewes, and lay
ing hens in the state dropped . There were modest increases in the average 
number of milk cows and ewes per farm while the number of laying hens per 
farm doubled to the still modest level of 419 birds per farm. 

Farm Production Expenses 

Farm production expenses for Nebraska farms increased substantially 
between 1969 and 1978 (Table II). The largest single expenditure in each of 
the Census years (1969, 1974 and 1978) was for livestock and poultry, which 
is not surprising in view of the state's prominence in cattle feeding. The sec
ond largest item, which ties in closely with the first, was for feed purchases. 

The largest percentage increases in expenses were for agricultural chemi
cals, seeds and commercial fertilizer. Expenditures for each of these items 
was at least three times as high in 1978 as in 1969. In each case, a portion of 
the increased expenditure was due to a larger acreage under production in 
1978 . A more significant element, however, was the higher price paid for 
each unit of these input items. 

With the exception of commercially mixed feeds, cost of each of the input 
items li sted in Table II at least doubled during the period of this study. 

Farm Product Sales and Other Income Sources 

The total value of products sold and average value per farm increased 
greatly from 1969 to 1978 (Table 12). The largest percentage increase oc
curred between 1969 and 1974, bot gains between 1974 and 1978 were also 
sizable. The value of products sold per farm in Nebraska averaged $33,680 
in 1969, $59,497 in 1974, and $83,824 in 1978. 

In each of the three Census years in this study, livestock and poultry (in
cluding their products) accounted for a larger proportion of farm product 
sales than crops. However, crops made a relative gain during the 1969-78 
period, especially between 1969 and 1974. In 1978, however, livestock still 
accounted for two-thirds of the total value of Nebraska farm products sold, 
down from three-fourths of the total in 1969 . The leading commodities for 
Nebraska cash farm receipts in 1978 were cattle and calves, grain (especially 
corn), hogs and dairy products. 
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