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Name That Newsletter!
Recently, we’ve been calling the newsletter The Advantage. Before it was the
Tractor Test Times. It was renamed after the new mission was approved. Is this name too
serious?…..boring?……does it cause uncontrollable and contagious yawning?
For this issue we’re calling it Nuts and Bolts. The newsletter is searching for its personality and
that all-encompassing name reflective of the museum’s mission: “To be the premier steward of
advancements in agricultural technology through the development of collections, exhibits and
programs for public benefit.”
Getting down to the nuts and bolts of our mission, you will see that the museum is focused on more
than just the nuts and bolts of tractors. What, then, should we call our newsletter? We’d like to
hear your ideas.
Nuts and bolts is the name to beat!
Relay your ideas and comments to our new newsletter development team, Curt McConnell,
curtmack@futuretk.com, 402-432-1179, Luis Vasquez, luisgster@gmail.com and Jeremy Steele,
jsteele4@unl.edu, 402-472-8389.
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Larsen Tractor Museum

Directors Report
The potential raised by Chris Ford for using the Industrial Arts building on the former State
Fair grounds raises some interesting possibilities (see page 4). The Tractor Museum is
restricted in space and there are a number of historic pieces of equipment that either sit outside
here or on the Roger’s farm. The original conservation tillage equipment, for example, lead to a
revolutionary change in the production of row crops as well as the production of solidly sown
crops such as wheat. Soil and water are conserved, the number of field operations has been
reduced to only one or two, the energy needed has been significantly reduced, labor has been
greatly decrease and the result is a significant improvement in yield and reduction in cost of
producing food. These machines could be displayed in a presentation similar to that developed
by the Farm and Ranch Museum near Gering, Neb. This is a major accomplishment resulting
from University of Nebraska Research.
Secondly, the University has a long history of irrigation innovation and a second exhibit area
could display the advances in high labor and costly methods of irrigation such as the shovel
and canvas dam, through the introduction of the siphon tube, gated pipe, skid tow, side roll,
and most significantly, the center pivot irrigation systems. Nebraska has major manufacturers
of these equipments and there may be financial support by them for such an exhibit.
I am sure there are a number of other historically significant developments by research faculty
that would provide a meaningful story of the impact the University has had on state and national
economies. For example, I believe the Physics department has some very historic instruments
that would be of interest. Therefore I feel that a University wide exhibit of the accomplishments
of our faculty would be a valuable addition to the research campus being developed.
Bill Splinter, Director
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Museum Building Improvements
The Larsen Tractor Museum, housed in the original 1920
tractor-testing lab, is looking better inside and out these days.
In October, volunteers painted not only the front door but the
interior doors and trim. What color? Silly question. This is
Nebraska - red, of course. Also in October, facilities workers
removed two steam-operated ceiling-mounted heaters and a
large amount of heavy steam pipe.
They’ve delivered two high-efficiency natural gas heaters and
apparently have plans to actually install them. We say: Hurry!
Although the museum’s offices have a separate furnace, it’s
been mighty chilly lately in the museum’s exhibit space.
UNL facilities staffers who repaired cracks in the exterior stucco
in the fall of 2008 returned this past spring to repaint the
exterior a bright white, thus completing the Scarlet & Cream
paint scheme.

Improvements to Exhibits
Starting last summer the museum embarked in a
refreshing campaign of its farming and tractor
testing exhibitions. Fabrication of platforms and
artifact mounts following AAM standards and
compliance , plus refurbishing and relocating the
tractor testing instruments collection is on the
way. More details on this major exhibit project to
come in the next “Nuts and Bolts” issue

Donelle’s Report
Lancaster County Fair:
There were approximately 30 tractors showcased at the Lancaster County Fair in August. Hearing from
those that attended they felt it was a success. The Fair Board was very appreciative and has asked us to
return in 2010. With the State Fair moving to Grand Island the Lancaster County Fair will probably see
more of the local community showing their tractors.
Nebraska State Fair:
There were approximately 98 tractors shown at the Nebraska State Fair in 2009. Many of the exhibitors
were there each day to parade their tractors with the lowest count being around 20 onthe day it rained and
around 50 the last day of the fair. Several times the Rumely Oil Pull was fired up for the parade, and we
even got John Deere man Smitty (Darold Smith) on a red tractor!
Billy Steers, author and illustrator of Tractor Mac Childrens Books, was on the grounds the first weekend.
He had a very good program that showcased his drawing and storytelling in the Lancaster County building.
Billy also did some meet and greet by Gary Wedding’s cub cadet.
Exhibitors formed a community this year and enjoyed visiting throughout the fair. To continue that feeling
of community and build interest in membership to the Tractor Test Museum Friends we held a potluck on
September 24th with about 40 people attending. We shared good food along with some pictures that were
taken at the fair. This will be a continuing effort by the Activities committee to have Friends of the Larsen
Museum organize these potlucks in different locations throughout the year with the goal of making it a
“learning” experience.
The next Potluck will include a program at the Homestead National Monument in Beatrice, Thursday
evening November 19th from 6:00 to 9:00. RSVP by the 16th, call the Larsen Museum 402-472-8389 or
email Larsen Museum, tractormuseum@unl.edu. If you have an idea for the next event, let us know!
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Museum Associate Report
Luis Vasquez has continued to volunteer his time and expertise to enhance museum exhibits. We have
been arranging the exhibits that include tractor test related instrumentation.
Phil Dinges and Richard Sposato have been instrumental in fabricating platforms and raisers to enhance
our exhibits. Other volunteers have been keeping up with the painting and installation. Phil also repaired
and reinforced our traveling exhibit panels after a long show season.
Mark Nickolaus, Larry Hermann, Charles Borcherding,
Darold Smith (Smitty), Larry Ehlers, Don Johnson and
Allis Chalmers (Museum Cat) have been filling in on
Saturdays, giving tours and keeping the museum
looking nice while welcoming our visitors
Jerry Kohl has been keeping the tractors in line along
with Doug Koozer, George Buss, Mark Nickolaus and
the UNL students. Elliot Henning has been in also to
make sure they are run on occasion.
Jim Christ and Paul Glaspie have been transcribing
Richard Sposato and Phil Dinges work on cabinet door.
current exhibit signs into a permanent digital file
within a folder like Larry Ehlers has with the tractors.
Director Bill Splinter and Lou Leviticus have been providing information related to a number of early
instruments used to measure power. This information along with that from the transcribed signs will be
used for future exhibit development, interpretation, education and research.
Luis Vasquez, Curt McConnell and I met to discuss ways to improve the newsletter. We are in the
process of evaluating and improve the effectiveness of museum communications beginning with this
newsletter.
Chris Ford and I traveled to Moline, Ill with a group of Architecture students to tour the John Deere
World Headquarters and the John Deere Pavilion. The trip was an opportunity for students to study the
work of influential architects within their buildings.
Museum Director Bill Splinter, Donelle, Director of Activities and I met with State Fair officials on
September 24th to outline our involvement with the 2010 State Fair in Grand Island. The State Fair is
working on a sponsor to help with the exhibition. We have committed to coordinating the development
of the exhibition and being on site for the first weekend of the fair. We want to provide programs related
to the museum and the Nebraska Tractor Test. Additional programming would occur the remainder of
the days.
Planning for the 90 Year Celebration of the Nebraska Tractor Test is about to begin. This event will be
held on Saturday May 1st, 2010.
My focus is now on museum planning. I am developing a degree project proposal for my M.S. Degree in
Leadership Education that will be directly related to museum planning. The proposal for this project will
be the major outcome of a course I am taking this semester. Through this course I am conducting a review
of relevant literature, developing an annotated bibliography, and a literature map. Appropriate project
design will also be determined though this course and meetings with a graduate degree committee.
The project proposal is for the development of a master plan for the Larsen Museum. Museum Director
Bill Splinter and I meet on a weekly basis to discuss the progress of the proposal and the general outline of
the project. Once the proposal is complete and reviewed by the graduate degree committee, there will be a
number of opportunities over the course of the next 14 months that will obtain input from museum staff,
board members, Friends, experts in the field and the general public.
The success of this degree project will allow me to graduate with a M.S. Degree in Leadership Education in
December of 2010.
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Nebraska Tractor Test Lab October Update
From Andrew Schumacher, Senior UNL Ag Engineering Major

For all of you out there that were wondering what was going on down
at the tractor test laboratory this season, here is a little summary.
This year started off by testing nine different low horsepower John
Deere tractors. These tractors range from the 5055D rated at 55
engine horsepower to the 5105M rated at 105 engine horsepower
which is shown in the picture to the right. Because all of these John
Deere tractors are advertised at less than 100 PTO horsepower, none
of them will see any time out on the track testing drawbar
horsepower. The law states that they are required to do so only if
they put out 100+ PTO horsepower and none of these do. The tests
that will be done on these tractors are the standard PTO test,
3 point hitch test, both operator and bystander sound tests, and a
hydraulic flow test.
In early November two tractors will be tested that definitely fit the
high horsepower category. These tractors are the MT865C rated at
525 engine horsepower and the MT875C which is rated at 585 engine
horsepower. These tractors are both powered by a turbocharged
six-cylinder 18.1liter diesel engine which is currently the largest
tractor engine in an agricultural tractor. Since these tractors are not
here yet we don’t have any pictures of them. Pictured below is the
MT875B which is the previous model in the same horsepower category to give you an idea of what they will
look like. Hopefully this summary gives you an idea of the models of tractors that will be tested this season.
This way if you ever want to stop by for a tour you know what tractors you can expect to see. We are
currently on our sixth John Deere out of the nine total and should be done with those in about another week.
Many people like to see tractors out on the track when they are here though so if you are one of these people
try to stop by at the beginning of November if you want to see the big Challengers in action.

Restoration of E3 and Donation Request
Work continues apace on the 1948 Co-Op E3 that Larsen Tractor
Museum volunteers are restoring in the Behlen building north of the
museum. An enthusiastic group of five to seven students from the
UNL Tractor Restoration Club is leading the charge, under the
watchful eye of Doug Koozer, Friends board member, and George
Buss. This group of volunteers meets on Thursday evenings. The
restoration of the E3 - a Canadian-made Cockshutt tractor in
disguise - has become something of a long-distance pet project for
members of the International Cockshutt Club.
Club President Irv Buttray personally donated a nice Buda engine to replace the rusty basket case in our
tractor. Other club members have selflessly donated a dozen or more other needed parts. The donated
engine recently returned from a local shop, fully machined and ready for volunteers to reassemble. As for
monetary donations, a large sum came in from an out-of-state supporter of the museum’s new
tractor-restoration program: Glen Chambers of Anchorage, Alaska, donated $2,000.
We’d like to raise $8,000 to complete a high-quality restoration, a modest sum considering our planned
expenses. A pair of new rear tires, tubes and flaps will cost about $1,000, for example. Stripping and
repainting all metal will add at least $1,500 to the tally. And then there’s machine-shop expenses and a
host of new parts. Our goal is to display the restored tractor at the museum’s May 2010 open house.
How about some in-state support for our fledging effort to bring all of the museum’s tractors up
snuff mechanically and cosmetically?
Every dollar of your donation will go specifically toward the restoration of our Co-op E3, whose progress
will be covered in future newsletters. If you’d like to get your hands dirty by helping to restore the tractor,
please contact Doug Koozer at 402-440-0087 or email fordtractorpro@aol.com.
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Saving the Industrial Arts Building
A move is afoot to save the Industrial Arts building
from destruction when the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln creates its Innovation Park on the
former State Fairgrounds.
Does saving this 1913 building hold promise for an
expansion of the Larsen Tractor Museum? Possibly.
A Lincoln-based preservation group, Heritage Nebraska,
has prepared a report on the feasibility
of renovating and re-using the 90,000-square-foot structure.
J.L. Schmidt, executive director, says Heritage Nebraska
has sent the report to NU Chancellor Harvey Perlman,
University President J.B. Milliken and members of the
Board of Regents.
Chris Ford, vice president of the Larsen Tractor Museum’s
Friends board, says saving the Industrial Arts building may
hold promise for the Larsen Tractor Museum. “Best case
scenario, if a portion of our current LTM museum effort were to be established in the
Industrial Arts building, then it would resonate well with any Agricultural Technology research entity
(or multiple entities) that might be positioned nearby as part of the new UNL Innovation Campus
effort.” As long ago as the 1980s, there has been talk of establishing a tractor museum on the State
Fairgrounds, LTM Director Bill Splinter noted at the Friends’ Oct. 15 board meeting. Splinter recalled
that the Nebraska Legislature in 1988 approved LB 838, a bill to create a museum of “Antique Farm
Machinery & Equipment” on the Nebraska State Fairgrounds.
Although LB 838 did not mention the Industrial Arts building by name, insiders say it was this
building that was the targeted location for this new museum back in 1988. Interestingly, Lester
F. Larsen, namesake of the current Larsen Tractor Museum on the UNL East Campus, helped
create LB 838.
UNL officials may ultimately veto plans to save the structure given the high cost of renovation,
Ford cautions. Innovation Campus consultants estimate it will cost $2.4 million to $6.1 million to
renovate the building, closed several years ago due to roof leaks and structural concerns, reports the
Lincoln Journal Star. The Innovation Campus that UNL will construct on the former State Fairgrounds
will be “a premier private/public-sector sustainable research campus, which capitalizes on research
growth and expertise of UNL faculty.”

Quiz Results
Rubber tractor tires, no-till farming and seed
hybrids. Those are some of the answers. What was the
question? Posed to readers in the last issue of the
museum newsletter, the question was this: “What do
you believe are the most significant advancements in
agriculture?“ The five intrepid readers who cut out and
returned their Top 10 lists were John J. Moller, Fred
Retzlaff and Keith Sheets, all of Lincoln; Keith R. King
of Bennet; and Dean S. Laughlin of Alvo. The Number
One advancement in agricultural technology, agree King
and Laughlin, is hybrid seed technology.
Others gave their highest rating to no-till farming
practices (Moller), the adoption of hydraulic controls on
farm machinery (Retzlaff) and the use of GPS (Global
Positioning System) technology in tractors (Sheets).
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Other answers on the five Top 10 lists we
received included electricity on the farm, biofuels,
the worldwide marketing of ag products, modern
land and water conservation practices, the
invention of the tractor, improvements to
pesticides and herbicides and a variety of
improvements to tractors: PTO (Power Take-off)
shafts, live-power PTOs (which can operate even
while the tractor is at rest), air-conditioned cabs,
power steering and road gears that allow tractors
to operate more safely on county roads. The
variety of answers we received to our seemingly
innocuous question is astounding, prompting us
to ask one more time: What do YOU believe are
the most significant advancements in agriculture?
We’ll report your answers in the next issue of the
museum newsletter.

