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Scorpions: Scorpions belong to the class Arachnida, Order Scorpionida, They
are also more closely related to spiders than insects,
Scorpions are rarely observed in Nebraska, and then
only in the southern sections., They are common in

/ the southwestern part of the United States. They are
widely known because of their sting, The stinger is
located on the end of the long, slender tail. They have
eight walking legs, and the pedipalps are developed
into a pair of pincers used to grasp their prey. The
pincers are not legs. The sting is used to paralyze
their prey. They inflict a very painful sting, although
not generally dangerous. Species occur in the south-
Fig. 37 west that do have a very powerful poison.

Granddaddy Long-legs, These belong to the order Phalangida of the class Ara-

chnida, so are also closely related to spiders. They
/ » are harmless to humans and animals. The food is

probably small soft-bodied insects, and possibly some
plant fruits., The legs are very long, and easily sepa-
rate from the body, probably as a means of defense.
If an enemy grasps one leg, the granddaddy long-legs
escapes with one leg missing, They have a disagree-
able odor. They are commonly observed in corn
fields, and heavily wooded sections,
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Sow Bugs and Pill Bugs. These two belong to the class Crustacea, as do the
e crayfish, crabs, and other aquatic forms. Sow bugs

and pill bugs resemble each other very much, but the
pill bugs roll up into a ball when molested. They are
% the two crustaceans most often confused with insects.

They are found under boards, decaying straw, in green-
houses and other damp places. Generally they are not
injurious to plants, but sometimes they damage green-
house plants by feeding on the roots. Their food con-
sists mainly of decaying organic plant material,
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Centipedes. More often called hundred legged worms, centipedes belong to the
class Chilopoda, and are perhaps the closest relatives
( to insects. They have antennae, but never have wings.
i % The body is divided into segments with one pair of legs
to each segment. The name means centi-one hundred,
pedes-feet, although they have fewer than the name in-
dicafes. Poison jaws are located below the head, but
none in Nebraska are dangerous. The food is compri-
Fig, 40 sed of insects and other small related creatures.,
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Millipedes. More often called thousand legged worms, millipedes, class diplo-
/f“‘ '“/‘ poda, have two pairs of legs per segment. They do
%\kvr / not have poison jaws, and generally feed on decaying
Q ( organic matter. A few species may feed on plant
672 &(\4‘ A roots,
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