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MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY APRIL 21st
The 9th annual Tractor Test Museum Open house is scheduled for Saturday, April 21st from 10:00 to 4:00 during the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources CASNR Week Celebration. Select
events for the day are included below. (See OPEN HOUSE inside for more details)
8:30am – 1:00pm Little Ak-Sar-Ben, Animal Science Complex, Livestock Show
10:00am – 4:00pm: Tractor Test Museum Open House, 1:00 Parade
11:00am – 2:00pm: Burr Hall Classic Car Show
11:30am – 2:00pm: Burr Hall Bull Fry, East Campus Mall, Backyard Barbeque
7:00pm: UNL Rodeo, Lancaster Event Center, tickets available at the door
(For more information, contact Sue Voss, events coordinator, at (402) 472-0609.)
See restoration shop improvements at Open House!

YOUR PERSPCTIVE: TRACTOR TEST TIMES
The 2007 Tractor Test Season is underway. John Deere 7030 tractors recently arrived to undergo testing at the Nebraska
Tractor Test Laboratory. Six new tractor models including the 5403 (model pictured below on right), 7630, 7730, 7830, 7930
and the 7930 IVT have recently spent time at the Test Laboratory. Next on the test schedule are the 215 and 245 Case and
New Holland Models. A total of 13 different models will be tested this spring and 10 models will be arriving in the fall.

Consider this:
1957 John Deere
820 Diesel
+
50 Years
=
2007 John Deere
5403 Diesel
Upon researching the 1957 test season, an interesting comparison between two tractor models can be made. The
John Deere 820 Diesel was tested at Nebraska in 1957 as test number 632. The tractor model above on the right, a John
Deere 5403 was tested at Nebraska Tractor Test Lab 50 years later during the spring of 2007 as test number 1892. Over
1,200 tractor models have been tested during the 50 year span between the two, yet the models appear to display many
similar characteristics at first glance. What will the Nebraska Tractor Test Reports tell about these two tractor’s similarities
and differences in horsepower and performance? Stay tuned….
We are requesting information from each of you for a future issue of Tractor Test Times. We are asking our Friends to
address “What has changed, what is the same and what is on the way regarding tractor development and testing.” Please
write to us with your perspective and encourage others to do so also.
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OUR VALUABLE VOLUNTEERS
I would like to take this time to extend my
appreciation to Tractor Test Museum volunteer
Larry Ehlers.
Larry has been volunteering with the Tractor
Test Museum for a number of years.
He
consistently stops buy twice a week to check in on
things.
Larry has been a part of a successful “Charter
Friends” project in the office. He and volunteer
Sarah Pankoke have sorted through six years of
Friends membership lists and organized all of our
past members into a computer database.
Serving as secretary of the Friends, Larry has
learned to enter new members and renew the
memberships of previous members within this
existing database.
This project has been completed just in time as
we hope to inform the previous members of the
museum’s upcoming 10 year anniversary in 2008.
(see CHARTER MEMBERS for more information
inside).
Volunteer Note: Volunteer Phil Dinges will be
having knee replacement surgery on April 19th. We
wish Phil a speedy recovery from this operation.

OVER 750 IMAGES
AVAILABLE ONLINE
The University of Nebraska Digital Libraries have
provided over 750 historic images of tractor testing
available on the internet. These images can be
accessed by clicking Images on the bottom of the
web page: www.TractorPedia.com. This issue of
Tractor Test Times will display some of these
images for those of you without online
opportunities.
Please consider visiting the Tractor Test Museum
to view the entire collection of images on our
computers.
We would enjoy providing this
opportunity for you on your next visit.

TRACTOR TEST DRIVE
The 2006 Tractor Test Times fall issue
announced museum development associate, Jeremy
Steele, planned to drive one mile for every new
member the Friends organization receive during the
last quarter of 2006. A total of 19 new members
joined to establish a 19 mile trip for Mr. Steele
during the year 2007. This inaugural trip, hopes the
become the beginning of an annual Tractor Test
Drive. For information about a future Tractor Test
Drive, contact Jeremy Steele.
1-402-472-8389 or jsteele4@unl.edu.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Bill Splinter
The project operated on “University Time” but the renovations to the historic Behlen building are complete and we are
in the process of moving back in. This building survived an atomic blast in a test on May 5, 1955 in New Mexico. It was
15,000 feet from a blast equivalent to 30,000 tons of TNT. It was donated to the Agricultural Engineering Department by
Walter Behlen of Behlen Mfg. Co., Columbus, NE. Over years of exposure to the weather the building developed some rust
spots and Tony Raimono, current President of Behlen, allowed the funding of a protective coat of paint.
Through a donation by Robert Mitchell and his wife Celia, a heat pump has been installed so that the building now has
heating in the winter and cooling in the summer, which will allow us to use the building year around. Just this week a
sprayed on insulation has been applied so that the building is energy efficient. While a student in Agricultural Engineering
in the ‘40’s, Robert worked in the Nebraska Tractor Test Laboratory. He had maintained loyal support of the Ag. Eng. Dep’t
over the years and left a donation of over $80,000 to the Museum in his will.
The intended use of the building will be restoration of tractors and historic agricultural machines. Up until now we have
been restoring tractors in the Museum but this detracts from the exhibit by having pistons and various tractor parts lying
around.
A second major impact on the Museum program follows from a donation by Vinod Gupta, President and CEO of
infoUSA, an Omaha company providing businesses with customer information. Vinod graduated from the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kharagpur, India and came to Nebraska where he completed a M. Sc. in Agricultural Engineering in 1966.
While a graduate student he worked in the Tractor Test Laboratory. He then went on and received an MBA from the
University of Nebraska. Vinod established a company in Omaha called infoUSA that markets customer information to
various businesses. He has been very successful, and, like Mitchell, he has made a donation of $100,000 to the Museum in
appreciation for his experiences and the opportunity to fund his education through the Test Lab.
We appreciate these three important donations to our program We will be recognizing those who have made donations
of money or time to our program with a wall plaque..

TRACTOR TEST ANECDOTES
From Lou Leviticus
“John Carlile and the leaky Tire” or John and “Tauka’s Trickle”
John was very observant and probably the best all-round technician we ever had.
Tires which were filled with Calcium-Chloride solution leak sometimes due to corrosion of the valve. We couldn’t run track
tests with leaky tires so we always made sure that the tires were OK. You just look and see – there would be a dark streak
on the side of the tire.
We, I and four John Deere reps, were standing outside on the track before a John Deere test. Tauka, my dog, was
nosing around after ground squirrels of rabbits. Sometimes she forgot that she was female and peed like a male. She did,
this time on one of the rear tires. We all saw it.
John came out of the building, stood with us for a moment, looked and, being a man of action, went to the tractor,
examining “Tauka’s Trickle”. He then extended his finger, bent over and touched the mark, brought the finger to his lips
and tasted…… There were 5 bent over people and an embarrassed John on the track that day.
“The Order of the Iron Bladder” Awards
No one, I think, is really sure how or when this started. Brent thinks it was actually in 1972, when the first Russian
Belarus, an MTV80, was tested here. The Russians always had a hierarchy of a Boss, Engineer (he could be boss too),
Technician/Mechanic and driver(s).
The drivers drove………..period, nothing else. That time they only had one driver and we ran a 10-hour (continuous)
test. So this poor guy sat on the tractor for ten-plus hours, without going potty.
Later we instituted special mounting platforms for exchanging drivers, but one day Bob Jeros from IHC decided to try
his luch. After one abortive attempt with one tractor he succeeded with another. That is when he was awarded as a KNIGHT
OF THE ORDER OF THE IRON BLADDER.
Others trained and prepared for this event after this and they all received their certificate. None of the attempts was as
hilarious as the British crew’s attempt when the CASE-DAVID BROWN visitors were here. One of their crew, a big florid guy,
prepared for the test, not drinking (I don’t know about the night before in the bar) and getting on the tractor. The test
started, but about 5 or 6 hours into it his “friends” decided to play tricks. They came out and stood by the track, drinking
coffee or water. The driver tried not to look at them, but you could see him getting redder in the face. Then one of the guys
came out with a bucket of water and threw it on the track. That did it! The poor guy signaled that he was giving up. The
exchange was made while the test went on and the hapless driver ran for the toilet.

IMAGES FROM THE ARCHIVES

See more than 750 images of the Nebraska Tractor Test online at
www.TractorPedia.com. View the images at the museum on your next visit.

CHARTER MEMBERS

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Recently, volunteers sorted through all of the museum’s
records of previous members in hopes of creating a database
for previous and future members. We were able to located
membership lists back to the year 2001. Since that date, the
Friends organization has had a total of 376 different
members. Below is the number of members the Friends
organization has had during the past 6 years.

The Tractor Test Museum has been developing
throughout the years into a destination for hundreds
even thousands of visitors each year.

2001 – 183 Members*
2002 – 125 Members
2003 – 131 Members
2004 – 140 Members
2005 – 171 Members
2006 – 167 Members
2007 – 172 Members
(Membership began in 1998, no records have been found prior to the year 2001)

The Nebraska Tractor Test has a deep history of
influencing the development of agricultural power.
This
organization has a great responsibility of preserving history
and ensuring future generations become aware of the
significance of the Nebraska Tractor Test.
Many members have been involved with the Friends
organization for a number of years. We would like to hear
from our members throughout this next year. Please write,
email or call the museum to contribute information, a story or
two for future newsletters.
Throughout the years, the museum has continued to
develop because of the Friends organization. Each member
located throughout the United States and around the world is
greatly appreciated. Thank you for being a part of the Lester
F. Larsen Tractor Test Museum.

2007 1st QUARTER
Mark Nickolaus is a lifetime member of the museum. He
has been giving tours throughout the museum’s approaching
10 year history. As our visitors and tours increase, Mark has
done an excellent job of making sure each guest feels
welcome and that they learn a thing or two along the way.
Since January 1st, 2007, Mark has helped with 437 signed
in visitors from 19 different states and 5 different countries.
In addition, Mark has been involved with tours for area
antique tractor clubs and for students representing 12
Nebraska FFA Chapters. The museum greatly appreciates
Mark’s volunteer services throughout the years.
The 2nd Quarter is filling up with tours. Currently, we have
10 tours totaling just fewer than 300 individuals on the
schedule. With the open house event coming up, our 2nd
quarter numbers may reach the 1,000 visitor mark.

The museum continues to function with the much
appreciated volunteer staff.
We are encouraging
additional individuals interested to consider becoming a
volunteer at the Tractor Test Museum.
There are plenty of volunteer opportunities involving
tractor repair and restoration, providing tours and
helping with activities and events. Please contact the
Tractor Test Museum staff if you are interested in more
information about becoming a volunteer. 1-402-4728389 or email jsteele4@unl.edu.

TRACTOR TRIVIA
What was the last tractor tested using Kerosene?
What tractor had hydraulic power assist steering in
1954?
When was the concrete test course constructed at
Nebraska?
When was the last use of distillate fuel during a
Nebraska Tractor Test?

CAMP CREEK THRESHERS
SWAP MEET
&
FLEA MARKET!
SATURDAY MAY 19, 2007
WAVERLY, NEBRASKA
FOR INFORMATION CALL
402-484-0298

MOLINE UNIVERSAL
Last issue, Director Bill Splinter provided an article about the Moline Universal tractor recently restored and currently
found on display at the Tractor Test Museum. We have had a number of comments about the tractor since the article.
Below is a copy of an actual brochure used for advertising the tractor in the early 1900s. The entire 16 page brochure is
available through the museum.

OPEN HOUSE
The 9th Open House is scheduled to occur on Saturday April 21st. We are expecting a great turnout with many activities
for visitors of all ages. Like years past, a parade is scheduled around the outside of the Tractor Test Track. This year we are
planning on extending the route through the East Campus Mall for those attending the Burr Hall Back Yard BBQ.
Many changes occur throughout the year at the Tractor Test Museum. The annual open house event is a celebration of
history not only for individuals who have been involved with the Nebraska Tractor Test, but for all of those who appreciate
agriculture’s great heritage.

Visitors on this day will be able to view the restored Behlen Building and
check out the progress on the UNL Tractor Restoration John Deere D project. In
addition, the museum’s benefactor wall is scheduled to be completed and on
display. A noticeable difference can be made in the main show room. A coat of
paint has brightened things up quite a bit.
Drawings received for the National Tractor Drawing Contest will be on
display. In addition, a pedal pull tractor and sled will be exhibited within the
museum depending upon sponsorship, we may have a Pedal Power Tractor Pull
for kids up to 12 years of age.

The Museum is looking for volunteers to help throughout the
day. If you would like to attend and volunteer, please contact
Jeremy Steele at 1-402-472-8389 or email: jsteele4@unl.edu.

WOODEN TRACTORS ON THE WAY
Bob Fey and Bud Johnson are planning on attending the Tractor Test Museum Open House. Bob and Bud have enjoyed
carving tractors and agricultural related themes out of wood throughout the years. The Tractor Test Museum will have an
exhibit area for both throughout the day. Pictured below are just a few of the wood carvings you will see. Be sure to stop
by and visit with these gifted individuals sometime during the day.

TRACTOR TEST MUSEUM
OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY APRIL 21st
10:00 – 4:00
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA EAST CAMPUS
It is the purpose of the Tractor Test Museum Friends organization to bring together resources to enhance their museum
for education, preservation, and exhibition of the development, testing, and advertising of agricultural power and
performance.

