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January 2, 2002

COr n h u Sk er Cooperative Extension

- Ingtitute of Agriculture & Natural Resources
Department of Agricultural Economics
University of Nebraska — Lincoln

Faculty Exchange Program Finishes Third Successful Y ear
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We met with leading professors and extension specialists of
the Department, and took part in theeventsorganized for faculty.
| attended classes; AECN 346 World Food Economics, Professor
W. Peterson; ECON 885 Government and Labor, Professor C.
Thorp; ECON 983, Advanced Microeconomics, Professor Betina
Klaus;, FINA 363 Principles of Investments, Professor Donna
Dudney; AECN 141 Agricultural Economics, Professor Ron
Hanson; and MNGT 422 Small Business Management, Profes-
sor R. Kimbrough. This set of selected courses has helped meto
deepen my knowledge of theoretica and practical data in
economic issues of food industry development, its market
structure and new forms of business, which could be imple-
mented in the Ukraine. The professors of the University were
very helpful, always open for discussion and they shared their
experience generously. Thelr assistance improved my academic
knowledge and professional training. | learned about new
teaching methods for different audiences, which methods would
be interesting to use in work with undergraduate and postgradu-
ate students, the methods | especially would like to mention are
student consulting work and simulation games.

| designed new course outlines for teaching when | returned
to Kharkiv State Academy of Food Technology and Manage-
ment, collected materials for lectures and seminars and case
studiesfor theabove mentioned courses. My academy specializes
in training specialists in food technologies, economic and
management, food industry equipment and food science. After |
comeback home, | will try toincorporate practical examplesinto
my classroom teaching to make the subjects less theoretical and
more relevant to the students.

| took part in many meetings, events, interdepartmental food
and nutrition seminarsand gainedinterest inaresearch group on
social capita investigation. | learned about the activity of the
Food Processing Center at UNL, its educational and scientific
mission and had meetings with leading specialists of this center.

Besidesthis| learned alot about the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln; New Mexico State University, Las Cruses; University
of California-Berkley and California Polytechnic State Univer-
sity. It was very helpful to discuss various critical points in
agricultural and economic education compared with situationsin
the Ukrainian universities. During this program | took part in
field trips where we were acquainted with different types of
agricultural producing and processing enterprises in Nebraska
and the Southwest U.S. We learned how agricultural systems
function in market-based economies, extension service, coopera
tives and how marketing channels for agricultural products
operate. Hereisan Ukrainian expression: “ Show meoncetell me
100 times.” This program redly showed us attainments of
American education and the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. |
made many new friends here and learned more about the
American lifestyle. | want to express my gratitude to al of the
people who provide our program.

Berik Kenzhebayev.

Almaty Technological University
Almaty (Kazakhstan)

Each year visiting professors from the Ukraine,
Russia and Kazakhstan come to Lincoln as part of a
Faculty Exchange Program which is organized by the
USDA. The program helpsthemto learn about teaching
experiences of agricultural economicsintheU.S.A. The
Faculty Exchange Program is sponsored by the U.S.
government and has been in existence for six years. The
Agricultural Economics Department has been involved
in this program since the spring of 1999. The visiting
professors are to exchange teaching experiences which
would help them to revise courses which they teach in
their home universties, develop new ones, develop
curricula, learn new teaching methods, etc. An opportu-
nity to be in a new environment, to see the teaching
process at UNL and other American universities, to
observe the classes, to learn about the state of agricul-
ture in Nebraska and in the U.S,, etc., are to give the
teacher and scientist a chance to gain new experiences
and to be able to trace the new ideas in the modern
€CONOMICS.

Being a participant of the Faculty Exchange Pro-
gram, | have learned the organization of agriculture and
agribusiness, the organization and work of Extension
Service, the organization of Distance Education in
Nebraska and in the U.S. and of course, | have learned
about new teaching methods used at UNL and other
universities, developing curricula, revising courses and
collecting materials for seminars and articles. Having
taken two field trips we have visited states to the north
and south from Nebraska, seen a lot of agricultural
enterprises, met with farmers, entrepreneurs, business-
men and producers. It was a great opportunity to ob-
serve the agriculture of different climatic zones of the
uU.S.

The professors at the University have shared their
experience with pleasure and | want to say thank-you to
all of them especially to Dr. Terrence C. Seboraand to
Dr. Richard Perrin. | am very thankful to all of the
people who were involved in the Faculty Exchange
Program and | would like to say words of gratitude to
Susan Miller and Lynn Lutgen.



Olga Arkhipova
Omsk State Agricultural University

During my stay as a participant of the Faculty Exchange
Program-2001 and studying at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln | had a wonderful time and received a lot of impres-
sions. | collected all of the necessary materials to make some
essential changes in the course outlines at my university.

During my stay at Lincoln | attended classes that | am
interested in and had consultations with professors of the
Economics Department. All the classeswerevery interesting and
useful for me. All the professors are very competent, kind and
responsive. Attendance of classes helped meto understand more
deeply the methodologies of teaching of agricultural economics
courses, and also theuse of computersin the educational process.
Meetings with professors and discussions of the course contents
helped me to better understand the structures of given courses
and different aspects of each course. An access to the library
materialsgave methe possihility to get the necessary information
for the coursesthat | attended and for the subject of my research
work. Thanksto unlimited accessto the Internet | could gain all
the web information that | needed.

At the University | learned the specific features of the U.S.
educational system, the application of advanced methods of
teaching, the use of the Internet in the educational process and
genera principles of the preparation and revision of curricula. In
addition, | could compare curriculaand content of the lectures of
my university with curricula at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. As well, | got a lot of new knowledge in the area of
agriculture, market economy, the work of the U.S. Extension
Service and Distance Education. A special English class and
communication with the American people helped meto improve
my English level.

We also had two field trips. | think that these trips were
undoubtedly avaluable experience from both the theoretical and
practical viewpoints. | visited many farms, agribusiness enter-
prises, food-processing enterprises, cooperativesand distribution
organizations, and learned how they organized their production
and marketing activity.

| took part in many meetings, seminars and picnics of
faculty, graduates, international studentsand visiting scholars of
the Department of Agricultural Economics. | enjoyed them and
made alot of new friends. All of the Americanswhom | met here
were friendly, they always provided assistance and support. |
have realy enjoyed my stay and training in the U.S.A. People
shared with us their knowledge and experience with pleasure.
And | appreciate very much the welcome and hospitality of al
the people with whom | visited during living in Lincoln. Also, |
want to emphasize that all the questionsthat | had according to

my living and work during thevisit to UNL were solved
in the best way.

Every time | needed assistance | was sure that |
could count on the help. | would like to thank al the
people who have a part in this program: our supervisor
Lynn Lutgen, Susan Miller and Susan Ellis for their
hospitality, kindness and for their continuous help.

Oleksy Krasnorutskyy
The Kharkiv State Technical
University of Agriculture, Ukraine

The Faculty Exchange Program (FEP) involves
professors of agrarian universitiesof CIS countrieswith
the purpose to increase economic courses teaching
quality. The program is organized and financed by the
USDA and has functioned for six years. The purpose of
the program is to give the possibility to teaching staff
that participate in the program a chance to get ac-
quainted with the content and teaching methodologies of
economic courses implemented in the foremost U.S.
universities. Four American universities from Pennsyl-
vania, Colorado, Minnesota and Nebraska took part in
thisyears FEP. The program also createsthe possibility
for collecting materials for the home universities of the
participants, and revising those that existed in those
universities courses, etc.

During our stay in Lincoln and working with our
supervisors Lynn Lutgen and Susan Miller, we have
visited some classes in UNL in accordance with the
programs objectives. We also had two big field trips and
a lot of vists to ag and food industry enterprises.
Lynn Lutgen arranged one of those trips. The program
scheduleincluded a big workshop on distance education
provided by ADEC. Welearned a lot about functioning
of cooperative extension service in the United States,
about theoperating of farmers' cooperatives, about food
industry structure and operating of adjacent businesses,
and made necessary conclusions about perspectives of
its experience implementation in our countries. In the
acquaintance with teaching methods and structure and
content of the courses, | would like to note that the
content and structure is similar to the courses taught in
my home university. But the methodology of teaching
implemented at UNL is a little bit different, as in the
usage of information delivery means, aso in the techni-
cal support of thelearning process. University education
inour country still keepsthe best traditions of the Soviet
high education system, and now we are trying to join
those academic traditions and our own experience with
foreign achievements in the teaching of economic
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disciplines. We did not have enough experiencein theteaching of
basic economic disciplines for the conditions of the developing
market economy, o this cooperation with the U.S. educational
system is very useful and productive because U.S. universities
have a huge experience in this field. | would like to say ‘thank-
you' especially, to Dr. Terrence Sebora and Dr. Richard Perrin,
to the professors who gave me a lot of ideas by their style of
course structure and content congtruction and style of teaching
their disciplines.

This year FEP was planned and organized very well. We
had an opportunity to get acquainted not only with the educa-
tional system of the United States, but with the history of your
country, with its cultura traditions, nature and with the Ameri-
canstyleof living. | really appreciateall the peoplewho arranged
this program and who are involved in the program, especially to
Lynn Lutgen, for a wonderful experience and a very good time
that we spent here.

Natalia Vasleva
Saratov State Social-Economic University

The Faculty Exchange Program-2001 involves faculties
from Russia, the Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Yugodavia. It is
aimed to spread the experience of teaching agricultural econom-
ics, marketing and management. The organizer of this program
is the United States Department of Agriculture.

During my stay intheU.S.A. and studying at the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, | had all the necessary conditions for my
work here. | attended classes that | was interested in and had
consultationswith different professorsand other specialistsfrom
agribusiness and educational institutions. Also, | had the
opportunity to improve my English with a personal teacher. At
theUniversity of Nebraska-Lincoln| learned about the American
educational system, about the application of advanced teaching
strategies and the Internet. Besides learning new information, |
compared the curricula and the content of courses of Saratov
State Economic University with the University of Nebraska

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln has a very good
library. It has plenty of booksthere and avery comfortable order
of service. | carried out library research, | read alot of booksand
collected alot of material for lectures, seminarsand for scientific
work.

Besides theoretical knowledge, | had a great possibility to
seethe practical aspects of agribusiness. During the programwe
had two trips, the first was organized by our supervisor Lynn
Lutgen and the second, Southwest trip was submitted by the
USDA. | visited American universities, farms, agribusinesses,
food-processing enterprises, farmers co-operatives and distribu-
tion organizations to learn how they work and how they are
efficient. Also, the trips allowed me to learn a lot about the
history and culture of the U.S.A. and American traditions. We
also visited museums, memorialsand famousplaces(Black Hills,

Grand Canyon, LasVegas, San Francisco, LosAngeles,
Disneyland).

As a result of the program | have learned a lot
about different aspects of agribusiness and educationin
the U.S.A. including the state of food and agricultural
spheres in the U.S.A.; government agricultural policy;
federal programsto support farmers, theUSDA activity,
and how the different kinds of farms and ranches work;
farm management and organization of production
process, marketing decisions; the principles of founda-
tion of cooperatives, their role in agribusiness system,
mechanism of shared income, and; different types of
food-processing and manufacturing facilities, their
structure, management, marketing of products, custom-
ers policy, logistics, competition, technologies of food-
processing, storage technologies and food safety.

During the program | took part in different meet-
ings, conferences, partiesand picnics. All the American
people whom | met were very friendly and hospitable,
provided assistance and support. Also, | had the chance
to visit an American farm twice. | had a good time and
made new friends.

The most of the time in the U.S.A. | spent in
Nebraska. All of the necessary conditionsfor good work
and relaxation were created in Lincoln by our supervi-
sors, Lynn Lutgen and Sue Miller. Any time | could ask
them for help. | thank Lynn Lutgen and Sue Miller for
their kindness, hospitality, competenceand aspirationfor
supporting us.

I’ve really enjoyed staying and studying in the
U.S.A. | would like to say words of gratitude personally
to Edward Gerard, Amy Freitas, Lynn Lutgen, Susan
Miller and Susan Ellis for their thoughtfulness.

If you would like more information on the Faculty
Exchange Program, please contact Lynn Lutgen, De-
partment of Agricultural Economics, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, (402) 472-3406.

Lynn Lutgen, (402) 472-3406
Extension Marketing Specialist
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