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Transportation Service to Small Rural Communities: Effects of Deregula-
tion. John F. Due, Benjamin J. Allen, Mary R. Kihl, and Michael R.
Crumm. Ames, IA: Towa State University Press, 1990. viii + 223 pp.
Tables and references. $29.95 cloth (ISBN 0-8138-0315-3).

This excellent book deals with transportation service interaction
between carriers (providers of rail, truck, bus, and airplane service) and the
users of those services in low traffic density markets. The book educates
the reader rather than attempting to persuade the reader to a point of
view. It deals largely with changes occurring in transport regulation and
technology in the decade of the 1980s and their impacts on services to
smaller communities.

Following the introduction the authors devote a chapter to each of
the four indicated transport systems. In each chapter, a historical
perspective of the role of the particular mode of transportation is
presented, followed by discussion of government activity (regulation or
promotion) designed to improve its function, availability, and economic
visibility. The concluding chapter deals with strategies for adequate
transportation service to small communities. The discussion deals with
policies affecting carrier supply of services of various types.

The impacts of policies concerning public investment in transporta-
tion infrastructure are generally not dealt with directly. For example, the
impact of the 42,500-mile interstate highway system is recognized as having
reduced the cost (presumably to the shipper) of the abandonment of rail
branch lines, but is not evaluated in any detail.

Substantial rail branch line abandonment occurred in the decade of
the 1980s. The authors consider at some length the conditions leading to
abandonment, the procedures for review of abandonment proposals, and
options that shippers may consider following branch line abandonment.
Trucks, busses, and private automobiles now provide many of the services
once provided by railroads. However, communities that depend upon
inbound our outbound shipments of grain, minerals, or lumber may be
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severely impacted by the loss of rail service.

Interstate trucking was initially placed under federal economic
regulation in 1935. Major deregulation occurred with passage of the Motor
Carrier Act of 1980. The authors cite several studies indicating relatively
little negative affect on truck service following deregulation. Cost impacts
were either neutral or positive. Competition from private trucking and
from potential new entries in for-hire trucking tend to contain cost and
maintain quality of service in trucking.

Bus service is frequently the only affordable and manageable intercity
transport service available to elderly or otherwise physically-restricted
persons in small communities. However, following persistent declines in
ridership, only 42% of small towns had access to intercity bus service in
1978. The Bus Regulatory Reform Act of 1982 has resulted in relaxed
entry into intercity bus markets and public/private experimentation to
provide service. However, the authors report little or no benefit to small
communities even six years after the act.

Trends in small community air service is explored thoroughly in this
book. Air service was deregulated in 1978. Availability of air service is a
valued characteristic for communities attempting to expand and grow.
Since initial regulation of air service a prime objective of federal agencies
has been to promote and expand the service. Public policies still promote
essential air service wherever possible.

In the final chapter the authors bring together the variety of
transportation needs of local communities, the service capabilities of
various modes of transportation, and potential resources of public agencies
to recommend strategies for adequate transport service to smaller
communities. The insights of the authors are well worth serious study for
public officials and private citizens interested in community development
and in prospects for transport service to accommodate those communities.
L. Orlo Sorenson, Department of Economics, Kansas State Universily.



	Review of Transportation Service to Small Rural Communities: Effects of Deregulation, by John F. Due, Benjamin J. Allen, Mary R. Kihl, and Michael R. Crumm
	

	tmp.1206654595.pdf.qeZSm

	Text1: 


