University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln

2000 Bird Strike Committee-USA/Canada, 2nd

Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN Bird Strike Committee Proceedings

August 2000

REDUCING THE PRESENCE OF RAPTORS AT KANSAS CITY
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Robert Johnson
Kansas City International Airport, Kansas City, Missouri

Dan McMurtry
USDA, Wildlife Services

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000

b Part of the Environmental Health and Protection Commons

Johnson, Robert and McMurtry, Dan, "REDUCING THE PRESENCE OF RAPTORS AT KANSAS CITY
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT" (2000). 2000 Bird Strike Committee-USA/Canada, 2nd Annual Meeting,
Minneapolis, MN. 21.

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000/21

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Bird Strike Committee Proceedings at
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in 2000 Bird Strike Committee-
USA/Canada, 2nd Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of
Nebraska - Lincoln.


https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fbirdstrike2000%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/172?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fbirdstrike2000%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/birdstrike2000/21?utm_source=digitalcommons.unl.edu%2Fbirdstrike2000%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Proceedings of 2" Bird Strike Committee-USA/Canada Meeting, Minneapolis, MN
8-10 Aug 2000 (www.birdstrike.org )

REDUCING THE PRESENCE OF RAPTORSAT KANSASCITY INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT

Robert Johnson, Kansas City International Airport, 601 Brasilia Ave., P.O. Box 20047, Kansas
City, MO 64195 USA (816-243-2313; fax 816-243-5440; bob__ johnson@kcmo.org)

Dan McMurtry, USDA, Wildlife Services, 2407 Industrial Drive, Columbia, MO 65202 USA
(573-446-1862; fax 573-446-1942)

Nationwide, between 1991 and 1997, the FAA wildlife strike database reported 939 raptor
strikes, which accounted for 12% of all reported wildlife strikes. At Kansas City International
Airport (MCI), between 1997 and 1999, 9 raptor strikes occurred involving known aircraft and
27 raptor strikes occurred involving unknown aircraft. These raptor strikes represented 13% of
all wildlife strike events at MCI. MCI has a large yearly influx of raptors (red-tailed hawks,
American kestrels, northern harriers, and great horned owls) during the period of October
through March. From October 1997 until December 1999, 40 raptors were removed from the
airport through the use of pole traps and bal-chatri traps, and on rare occasions by lethal
methods. Because trapping raptors is labor-intensive, a more permanent solution to decrease the
raptor food source on the airfield was proposed. A 205-acre test area on the airfield was treated
with zinc phosphide in October 1998, which resulted with positive results. Concluded in
December 1999, the remaining 1,332 acres of land inside the AOA was treated with zinc
phosphide. The goal of the zinc phosphide treatment was to reduce the large rodent population
on the AOA, thereby reducing the number of raptors and other predators that prey upon rodents.
Airfield wildlife patrols have indicated a significant reduction of raptor and coyote sightings.
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