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Book Reviews 183

Northern Prairie Wetlands. Arnold van der Valk, Editor. Ames, IA: Towa
State University Press, 1989. Maps, tables, photographs, graphs, index,
bibliography. xiv + 400 pp. $38.95 cloth (ISBN 8138-0037-4).

We know that wetlands provide important habitat for waterfowl and
other wildlife species. However, we are only now beginning to understand
how and why wetlands function the way they do, what drives a wetland
system, and how human activities affect them.

This book provides an exceptionally thorough technical review of the
ecology of both shallow and deepwater wetland systems within the prairie
pothole region of the United States and Canada and the Sandhills region
of Nebraska. The book developed from a regional wetland symposium
sponsored by the National Wetlands Technical Council in 1985. It has
been written to serve both wetland ecologists and managers, as well as
people with a professional interest in northern prairie wetlands who may
have but a limited background in wetland ecology.

The book consists of 11 chapters that address key wetland compo-
nents such as hydrology, water chemistry, vegetation, waterfowl, mammals,
fish, and food chain support with primary focus on the prairie pothole
region. One chapter addresses the overall water and wetland resources of
the Nebraska Sandhills. This impressive list of subjects could only have
been improved with a chapter on the values northern prairie wetlands
provide to shorebirds and wading birds.

Van der Valk and symposium organizers have done an exceptional job
of bringing together many of the region’s leading scientists to author
various chapters. Each chapter starts with an abstract and a key word
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section to provide the reader with a general overview of the text. A
detailed review of the scientific literature for each topic is presented in a
well written and generously illustrated manner. Numerous figures and
tables support and strengthen the text while cited references, which exceed
125 source papers in some chapters, make the book an even greater wealth
of information. Of special note is the exceptionally written and illustrated
chapter by Kantrud, Millar, and van der Valk entitled "Vegetation of
Wetlands of the Prairie Pothole Region."

While short references are made to Sandhills, wetlands throughout
the book, author Jean Novacek has done an excellent job of consolidating
the scattered literature on this unique wetland complex into the book’s
final chapter. This chapter represents the most thorough, up-to-date
reference source available for the Sandhills.

Van der Valk, the National Wetlands Technical Council, and all
authors are to be commended for their efforts to advance our overall
knowledge of northern prairie wetlands. I highly recommend this volume
to all wetland ecologists and managers as well as other professionals in
county, state, federal, and private agencies concerned with the conservation
of this valuable natural resource. Richard A. Gersib, Wildlife Division,
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
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