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L·~ay 3 , 199 4

MEMOR1~DUM TO: Frie nd s of t he Universi ty of Nebraska Tra c t or Test
a n d Power Museum

v::
FROM : Bill Sp l inter , Chai r man~

~..-- ..--
Th i s is to include the f ollowing i tems a long wit h the Minutes a nd
rev i sed By - Laws :

1 . A c opy o f t he SAE a r t ic le by Russ Candee and Frank Walter s
providi ng t he history o f the t ractor test ing p rog ram a nd the test
code .

2 . A copy o f the repor t o f Laur a Casey , a Mus eum S t ud ie s Ma sters
s t udent who invent oried our col lect ion a nd prov ide d us with
r e c omme nd ations f or proper ly identifying owne r sh i p a nd developing
exhibits .

3 . Evaluation of Tractor Test Building i ntegrity.

Les La rsen and I me t with Paul Harmon, Chai r man of t he
Construction Manag ement Department in the Colle ge of Engine e ring
a nd Te chnology a t 9:00 on May 3 to h ave him exami ne the structural
int e g r ity of t he Tractor Te s t building . Following the
recommendation of Mr . Miller t hat we have a str uctur a l e ng i neer
eva l uat e t he wal l s , I cont acted two str uct u r a l e ng i ne e r s who s a i d
that Harmon was the best person to l ook at the bu i l ding.

Basica l lY , Harmon s a i d t he struc t ure appears solid a l t hough
t here i s s ome ter mite damage in s pots and t he exter ior s t ucco has
f a iled in a couple of areas . He wi l l have a n esti ma tor look at t he
bui l ding yet this week t o give us a cost est imate on wha t it will
take t o r enovate t he bui lding .
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From Th e Desk Of:

Norman E. Tooker,
7745 Park Lane, Ralston, NE68127

May 16, 1994
Dr. 'Mlliam Splinter
Department of Biological Systems Engineering
L. W. Chase Hall
P. O. Box 830726
Lincoln, NE 68583-0726

Dear Dr. Splinter:

As a member of The Friends Of The University of Nebraska Tractor Test and
Power Museum committee. a member of The Antique Tractor and Farm
Machinery Commission, and Master of the Nebraska State Grange. I lend my
encouragement and support to the committee's work in trying to preserve the
original Tractor Test building on East Campus.

As we have discussed in the Committee meetings, The generation of people
who were involved in the early days of the tractor testing program and those of
us who are the last of those who operated the horse drawn machinery and
operated the first steel wheeled tractors and first rubber tired tractors are at an
age where we need to capture and preserve our experiences or those
experiences will be lost.

It seems that we in America are so involved in locking to the future in our
planning that we often disregard the preservation of the past. We need to plan
for that toc.

Work on the preservation of the old Tractor Test building and provisions for the
storage and preservation of the antique tractors and farm machinery now on
campus needs to be provided for in the near future or it will be lost. The old
building is deteriorating very fast. I do offer my encouragement and support as
representative of the above mentioned committees and the Nebraska State
Grange in your efforts to preserve the old Tractor Test facilities..
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