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The Political Economy of Manitoba. Jim Silver and Jeremy Hull eds.
Regina: Canadian Plains Research Centre, 1990. Graphs, tables, and notes.
xxiii + 340 pp. $28.00 paper (ISBN 0-88977-059-X).

The Political Economy of Manitoba analyses the evolution of social,
economic, and political marginalization concomitant with a wide range of
struggle and conflict experienced by the people of the province. [ts
chapters provide significant empirical evidence of the nature and scope of
this evolution. Underlying objectives of the contributions to this book are
the support of activists in their popular struggles and the stimulation of
progressive innovations in political policy. Two main perspectives are used
in presentation. Historical analysis is used to show the origins and
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progression of growth. Analysis of more recent developments portrays the
changing social and economic structure of Manitoba and reveals the
increased complexity of the issues addressed. The volume is organized in
six sections for effective control of the work of authors with a wide variety
of specializations.

Section one provides an historical view of economic structure. Paul
Phillips perceives the fundamental character of the years 1870 to 1940 in
terms of conflict between farmers and commercial, industrial, and financial
capital. For subsequent years Cy Gonick shows the vulnerability of the
Manitoban economy and comments on the political implications. Historical
insights into the Métis follow in section two. Don Bailey reveals their
dispossession and dispersal through a process of capitalist intrusion
exacerbated by racism. In a study of a Métis village Nicole St.-Onge
demonstrates the rise of a class structure through social and economic
change.

The chapters in section three deal with class, gender, and the
evolution of struggle. Errol Black interprets the impact of struggle on the
style of the labor movement, while Reg Skene presents the ideology of
theater in terms of class conflict. Ustun Reinart identifies elements of the
women’s movement and defines their class and cultural dimensions and
limitations. In the fourth section, John Hofley analyzes structural change
in household formation and shows its implications, while Patrick Falconer
reveals the specific, tragic situation of native single mothers in urban
settings.

Economic performance is the focus of section five, which identifies
costs imposed on the work-force that are often obscured in macroeconomic
statistics. The serious impacts on workers of uneven industrial and sectoral
development and plant closures are presented in studies by Parvin
Ghoraysi (two), Jim Silver, and Jeremy Hull. In the concluding section,
Neil Tudiver critically reviews federal fiscal squeczes, binds in tax reform,
and the need for alternative solutions to public finance. John Loxley
provides a trenchant examination of planning under social democratic
(NDP, New Democratic Party) government. Despite important work on
planning, results were largely constrained by political and ideological
factors.

Jim Silver and Jeremy Hull conclude the volume by sharpening the
focus on the political elements found in the studies. Important questions
are raised about the NDP’s style of social democracy and the issue of
alternative approaches emerges.

This book is seriously researched, well organized, and lucid, and
successfully treats marginalization and conflict. It would be sad if its
readers were to be limited to those already committed to its basic
approach. It has the capacity to interest all who wish to gain a better
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understanding of the development of societies. This volume illuminates
much of social importance that is often misunderstood, hidden, or ignored.
Ralph F. Harris, Department of Economics, University of Manitoba.
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