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ORIZABUS SUBAZIRO, A NEW SPECIES FROM MEXICO
(COLEOPTERA: SCARABAEIDAE: DYNASTINAE)

BRETT C. RATCLIFFE

Systematics Research Collections, W436 Nebraska Hall,
University of Nebraska State Museum,
Lincoln, NE 68588-0514, U.S.A.

ABSTRACT

Orizabus subaziro Ratcliffe, new species, is described from Oaxaca, Mexico. Distin-
guishing characters are discussed and a modified key couplet is provided to enable
identification and separation from other similar species.

The genus Orizabus Fairmaire now consists of 11 species with the new
species described herein. All of the species occur in Mexico with one extending
into Guatemala and Nicaragua and two (perhaps three) other species extending
into the United States.

A male and female of this undescribed species were discovered in material
residing in the collections at Texas A&M University. The specimens were taken
at the lights of the Hotel Margarita at the north end of the city.

Orizabus subaziro Ratcliffe, new species
(Figs. 1-5)

TyPE SERIES. Holotype labeled “MEXICO: Oaxaca, Oaxaca, July 13, 1973,
taken at light, Mastro & Schaffner.” Allotype with same data. Holotype de-
posited at the University of Nebraska State Museum (Lincoln, NE). Allotype
deposited at Texas A&M University (College Station, TX).

HoroTtype. Male. Length 24.4 mm; width across humeri 12.5 mm. Color dorsally
piceous, nearly black, venter dark reddish brown. Head: Frons transversely rugose, with
large, erect tubercle (tubercle a little longer than eye canthus) on anterior margin. Clypeus
with surface transversely rugose with longitudinal carina at midline extending from
anterior face of tubercle to near transverse clypeal carina; transverse clypeal carina
prominent, broadly and deeply emarginate (Fig. 2); apex broadly rounded. Interocular
width equals 4.1 transverse eye diameters. Antenna with 10 segments, club a little shorter
than stem. Pronotum: Surface aciculate, posterior half of disc sparsely punctate, punctures
minute; elsewhere punctures moderate to large, dense, with lateral margin and anterior
angles rugopunctate. Anterior margin with prominent, wide tubercle; anterior face of
tubercle (in fact, entire anterior marginal ‘““bead’) flattened (Fig. 1), impunctate. A small,
shallow (nearly obsolete) depression present behind tubercle. Midline weakly, narrowly
depressed behind this depression. Base with weak, broken marginal line, line broadly
interrupted at middle. Elytra: Surface with 9 impressed rows of ocellate punctures be-
tween suture and lateral edge of humeral umbone (plus 1 short row at base of second
interval), sides with 3 rows. Intervals minutely shagreened, irregularly aciculate. Pygid-
ium: Surface strongly convex in lateral view, minutely shagreened, transversely rugo-
punctate to punctate at base and apical margins; disc sparsely punctate, punctures small,
shallow. Venter: Prosternal process long, weakly acuminate, densely clothed with long
ferruginous setae. Legs: Foretibia tridentate (Fig. 3). Parameres (Figs. 4, 5): Apical portion
of each paramere appears membranous. Tooth on side or venter absent.
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Figs. 1-5. Orizabus subaziro, holotype (male). 1) lateral view of head and anterior
portion of pronotum of male holotype; 2) anterior view of transverse clypeal carina of
holotype; 3) dorsal view of right foretibia of male holotype; 4, 5) caudal and lateral views
of parameres of holotype.
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ALLoTYPE. Female. Length 23.7 mm; width across humeri 11.8 mm. As holotype
except in the following respects: Head: Tubercle on frons small, low. Pronotum: Posterior
% sparsely punctate. Anterior fourth and lateral margins with large, dense punctures.
Anterior margin with tubercle obsolete but “marginal bead” still very broad. Disc in
posterior half with 2 small, round, separated, nearly obsolete depressions along midline.
Base lacking marginal line. Elytra: Surface with 7 strongly impressed rows of ocellate
punctures between suture and lateral edge of humerus (plus 1 irregular row of punctures
in second interval extending nearly to middle of elytra). Sides wrinkled, with 3 irregular
rows of punctures. Pygidium: Surface moderately convex in lateral view, disc and apical
margins sparsely punctate.

REMARKS. This species, similar in overall appearance to O. tuberculatus
Prell and O. clunalis (LeConte), differs by the well developed frontal tubercle,
broadly flattened “bead” on the anterior margin of the pronotum, broadly
bilobed transverse clypeal carina, dentate foretibia in both sexes, and form of
the male parameres. In Endrodi (1985), it will key only so far as couplets 3/4
where the choices no longer fit. In Delgado-Castillo and Deloya (1990), the
choices no longer fit in couplet 2. This key, being the most recent, should be
modified to accommodate the following change:

2a. Frons with large tubercle in male, small tubercle in female. Lateral
margin of the foretibia tridentate in both sexes. Length 23.0-25.0
mm O. subaziro Ratcliffe

ETYyMoLOGY. The specific epithet is an anagram derived from the generic
name.
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