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Besin I

Intent for the project was generated by gaining an
understanding of world societies and the volatile
nature of the systems that help to structure them.
The consumptive attitude of the world and its
people has, up until now, been fed by the abundant
resources of the planet, but current trends show a
planet that is no longer capable of supporting
these attitudes. Many different steps have been
taken to alleviate the current issues, but most of
them focus on developing ways in which people can
continue to act as they have in the past while not
causing environmental damage. People seem to
be concerned about the state of the world, but it
also seems that they are unwilling to give up cer-
tain luxuries that they have grown accustomed to.

Initial ideas surrounding the project involved the
desire to create a system that forced people to re-
think the way in which they go about living. A re-
structuring of culture in a sense. The consumptive
attitude of people in certain societies helps in the
expansion of economy and increased standards of
living, but also helps to promote environmental deg-
redation. In recent years, this knowledge has
become overtly present in the media, but living
trends have not been substantially changed as a
result. These trends leave many wondering when
or even if people will ever rethink their existence.
Perhaps the people are to much a part of the
broken system to escape, maybe something needs
to happen that forces them out and shocks them
into action.

The initial focus of the project revolves around the
restructuring of the systems that govern societies.
The proposal becomes an individual manifestation
of this idea in a more specific context.

/



THEsSIS

The society of today is often spoken of as a singular
\entity_a complex living organism composed of
‘many mdividuals. The individual’s importance is
derived from their summation, a summation that
creates the structure of society and helps to main-
tain its|complex systems. These systems then
serve the role of establishing stability for the indi-
viduals|\who play roles in that specific society.
Though beneficial in terms of production and effi-
—— .
_ciency, and a strong stimulus to the growth of popu-
lation, this high level of interconnectedness inhib-
its, essentially makes impossible, one’s ability
separate or play an integral role in the formation of
the whole. Conversely, the system that has been set
up by the individual requires participation in order
to maintain its functionality. The structure of soci-
\ety-seems to operate independently, but it also re-
quires individual participation in order to maintain
its established identity, an identity derived from the
specifications of the individuals embedded in it.
The social evolution that has occurred in the
world’s|populations has been based on the estab-
lishment of these systems of cooperation, systems
that rely upon other systems in order to maintain
tenality. Each individual plays a part in the
formation of a specific system, but they also rely
upon other systems that are governed by other indi-
viduals| and it is their continued collaboration that
e overall structure of society.

Understanding this relationship, it can be seen that
blem inherent to the organization of the
lies in the inability of individuals to become

system
disconnected from the society that they structured
and society’s inability to function without the com-
plete simmation of those individuals.

This problem stems from a flaw in the overall orga-
nization and structure of the systems that govern
society. As cities or countries expand, the need for
new advanced infrastructures arises. Often times,
civilizations build upon the infrastructures of the
past, a way of maximizing efficiency and minimizing
cost. Several issues arise from the implementation
of this method, however. One of which being the
constant increase in complexity of societal struc-
tures with little regards to their impact on future so-
cietal organizations that may need to implement
different systems. The evolution and increase in
complexity of established infrastructures works as
long as the formation of society suits them, but
when the organization of that society is trans-
formed, there is no longer a need for these complex
systems and a civilization composed merely of
relics and artifacts is born.

Individuals have the ability to move, the ability to
become part of new organizations, new cities, but
the structure inflicted upon the system that the in-
dividuals disconnected themselves from stays in
place. The inefficiency of the system lies in its in-
ability to devolve, its inability to decrease its extents
as the population of the individuals changes. Com-
munities that were once thriving metropolises have
the burden of dealing with a system that was devel-
oped in reaction to the influx of a certain number of
individuals, individuals that served the functions of
that system. Individuals who serve these functions
eventually leave, but the structure that was created
to support them, and the structure that was main-
tained by them remains in place. It becomes a
shell of waste, a system that consumes vast
amounts of resources to maintain its presence, but
does not reciprocate in production because there is
no need for it to. The system does not become ob-
solete because of the small amount of individuals

that remain after the exodus has taken place. In
order to fulfill this role, it must function at capacity;
it does not have the ability to reduce its overall
scope of operation because its evolution and devel-
opment was so interconnected.

The solution and primary basis of the proposal lies
in the formation of a system that enables autonomy
on both ends. The existence of multiple individuals
in the system facilitated a need for the creation of
an established level of order; the greater the
amount of individuals, the higher the complexity
that was required to be embedded within the
design of the system. The same idea will be ap-
plied to the new system, but will be complimented
with an idea of increasing and decreasing complex-
ity based on necessity. Individuals will be provided
with everything needed to sustain their existence,
and it is the decision of the individual whether or
not to collaborate with other individuals to formu-
late a system that has the potential for increasing
complexity. Individuals will begin to assume a dif-
ferent role in society, a role that is dictated by their
own innate desires. No longer will the individual be
required to act on behalf of the society that he or
she inhabits. Through the implementation of the
proposed system, the choice to claim a new level of
freedom is gained. Order in society will be deter-
mined by individuals and their own collaboration
with others to construct a new world environment,
an environment that will l[ack excess in all forms
and whose participation in, by each individual, is
completely voluntary. The goal of the proposal be-
comes the formulation of a system that allows for
the assembly or disassembly of established infra-
structures as necessity diminishes, a necessity that
Is governed by the will of each individual who occu-
pies the system. The impact that is generated by
each individual is removed as they are, creating



constantly changing systems that maximize re-
sources and minimize waste.

Though it may be assumed that research will define
possible outcomes of such an implementation, it
may also be assumed that such an implementation
will result in the creation of civilizations whose pri-
mary purpose is rooted around the individual.
These civilizations will expand and contract in rela-
tion to the availability of resources in proximity to
their newly established societies. The systems that
were in place to help the individual flourish in the
old society will no longer be in place for those that
choose to accept this new, proposed, system. To
become an individual is to exile one’s self from all
other systems of order.

Research for the proposal will begin with an analy-
sis of current societal organizations. In order to ex-
tract a new method for existence, one must deter-
mine the overall scope of current societal order;
language, class systems, environment systems,
legal systems, all will be studied to gain an under-
standing of the current established infrastructures
that govern society. Once the overall nature of
order in society is established, the problems inher-
ent to the systems implemented in that society may
be extracted and analyzed. Justification for the pro-
posal will be gained on the grounds that there are
flaws embedded in the organization of society,
flaws that would be alleviated by the implementa-
tion of the system that has been proposed.

The design of the system will be extracted primarily
from a combination of current technological capaci-
ties and the natural systems that it will have to in-
habit. The resultant will be a self sustaining organ-
ism that has the ability to exist individually and is
capable of assimilating with others to form a more

complex organism or system.

The establishment of a specific site is not neces-
sary for the implementation of such a proposal, but
the city of Detroit does pose an interesting scenario
that may provide insight as to how such a system
may operate. In the current system, the infrastruc-
ture and complexity embedded in the city remains
even though the overall population of the city has
decreased exponentially since the 1950s. The ag-
gressive expansion that the city underwent during
this time period neglected future societal implica-
tions and has such become a representation, a
relic of a once thriving metropolis. Though many of
the buildings in the city are abandoned, they still re-
quire a high level of resources to maintain their cur-
rent state, and they must be kept this way to serve
the remaining population of the city. Shutting down
its functions would lead to a systematic breakdown
that would represent a complete failure by human-
ity to revise its way of life and imagine new sce-
narios for systems that are no longer applicable to
current society. Instead of envisioning a system
that builds and expands upon the current estab-
lished infrastructures in society, one must formu-
late a method that would allow for the assembly or
disassembly of that infrastructure as its necessity
dictates.

Though the city of Detroit will be used as case study
for the proposal, it will be assumed that the newly
developed system may be applied to societies of in-
creasing density as well. Countries such as China
where the introduction of many individuals leads to
an irresponsible expansion of the urban infrastruc-
ture will be of primary interest due to the lack of
foresight that government has in terms of individual
and environmental responsibly. The country’s eco-
nomic expansion seems to overshadow all else,

creating a future situation that does not bode well
for the any individual, Chinese or other. Placing
control back into the hands of the individuals may
help to foster an attitude emphasizes individuality
in place of economic expansion.

The student acknowledges the college’s commit-
ment to the NAAB criteria and intends to utilize the
methods presented in these criteria to further the
development of each phase of the project. The
presence and commitment to these criteria is vital
to the overall success of the project, from advent to
conclusion, and their implementation throughout
the course of the project will be a key factor in de-
termining its legitimacy in the
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The evolution and growth of the human race can be
directly attributed to the transformative systems that
man implements to enhance his state of existence in
the world. History primarily sees man playing the role
of hunter/ gatherer. This form of existence provides
minimal opportunity for the human race to increase
its extents. Population growth is kept to a minimum
due to shorter life expectancies, lack of a continual
food sources, prevalence of diseases, and the high
occurrence of accidents. Though advantageous in
terms of its minimal impact on the earth and the in-
herent population control, this form of existence
eventually becomes harmful and inefficient. Food
supplies are exhausted and population starts to rise
creating the need for a new way of living.

Because of the increasing lack of reliable resources,
humans begin to envision new systems of existence.
The population that once utilized simple hunting and
gathering techniques could no longer be sustained by
this way of life. Humans had reached all of the inhab-
itable continents, learning to modify their environ-
ments; they exploited ecosystems reaching the limits
of what certain areas could provide. Human ingenu-
ity, along with this necessity for an increased amount
of food, leads to the advent of agricultural practice, a
form of production that produces ten to one hundred
times the amount of food that hunting and gathering
provided. This newly established age of agriculture
then fosters rapid and exponential expansion of
population.

I )

The newly established system of agriculture leads to
the formation of many other systems of living as well.
In order to define ownership and provide protection,
the newly established societies build walls, and people
begin to live in these walls; the emergence of the built
environment. Food production enables individuals to
partake in different activities as well. Some become
soldiers to protect the food; others become administra-
tors who collect taxes to pay the soldiers. This shift in
perspective sees the emergence of artisans and inven-
tors, individuals who push technology and heip to
expand the extents of the population even further.
With the emergence of these new systems, there
arises a need to establish a certain level of ownership
to the work of individuals. To facilitate this process, a
formal language is established that includes writing
and monetary systems, systems that require education
in order to be implemented in society. Establishment
of these monetary systems creates the need for a level
of enforcement beyond what is available. Societies de-
velop legal systems and formulate groups that enforce
the laws of these systems. With every shift or addition
to society, there arises the need for an increase in
complexity of that society.

Through the outline of this process, one can see that
societal expansion creates the need for new systems,
systems that serve to enforce other systems. The
implementation of these systems heips to create for
humanity a more organized and efficient way of living,
a way of living that fosters new inventions, and a

Sreater understanding of how to manage and produce.
As food supplies increase so does the population of
humans which in turn creates the need for increased
production. This expansion leads to greater productiv-
ity and prosperity, and again to more people.

Current world trends portray a society that is on the
verge of a catastrophic shift in existence. The large
populations that have been created as a resuit of the
increasing complexity in man-made systems are tear-
ing apart the natural fabric that governs the earth’s
natural systems. A dramatic shift in mentality will
need to occur if humans are to maintain the promi-
nence that they have come to claim in the world. If a
new system is not adopted, the consumptive attitude
that humans have used to further their own aims will
begin producing an effect opposite of that which has
occurred in the past, an effect that is the direct result
of a changing world that is unable to produce for these
established systems. A threshold will be reached, a
point when the current base of resources is no longer
suitable and cannot support the population. Societies,
because of their lack of abundant resources, become
weakened and eventually collapse due to some form of
unrest. When this occurs, the population is disbanded
and the culture generally disappears.
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The evolving systems that humans implement to maxi-
mize efficiency have created, up until now, an abundance
of that which is integral to the survival of the race. In
areas where this abundance is prevalent, the population
tends to engage in a continual level of growth. The natu-
ral systems of control that were once in place to keep
human population in check now have a more difficult
time of fulfilling their purpose. The streamlining of these
life processes has led to the creation of societies that do
not view survival as an integral part of existence; it facili-
tates the creation a society wrapped up in its own pro-
gression, a society rooted in the idea of prosperity.

The society that is created as a result of this progressive
attitude is often spoken of as a singular entity, a complex
living organism composed of many individuals. The
individual’s importance is derived from their summation,
a summation that creates the structure of society and
helps to maintain its complex systems. These systems
then serve the role of establishing stability for the indi-
viduals who play roles in that specific society. Though
beneficial in terms of production and efficiency, and a
strong stimulus to the growth of population, this high
level of interconnectedness inhibits, essentially makes
impossible, one’s ability separate or play an integral role
in the formation of the whole. Conversely, the system that
has been set up by the individual requires participation in
order to maintain its functionality. The structure of soci-
ety seems to operate independently, but it also requires
individual participation in order to maintain its estab-
lished identity, an identity derived from the specifications
of the individuals embedded in it. The social evolution
that has occurred in the world’s populations has been
based on the establishment of these systems of coopera-
tion, systems that rely upon other systems in order to
maintain functionality. Each individual plays a part in
the formation of a specific system, but they also rely
upon other systems that are governed by other individu-
als, and it is their continued collaboration that forms the
overall structure of society.

Understanding this relationship, it can be seen that the
problem inherent to the organization of the system, lies
in the inability of individuals to become disconnected
from the society that they structured and society’s inabil-
ity to function without the complete summation of those
individuals. Though the system in place functions in
terms of current standards, the transformation of these

systems will create a need for a change in the way
humans engage with their manufactured environments.
As of now, humans are so ingrained in these systems of
order that a shift in their ability to function would be, in
varying degrees, detrimental to the standard of living that
many humans apply to their own existence. The progres-
sive attitude of society, creating opportunities and securi-
ties, has also created dependencies. For every element
that enhances efficiency there exists a level of sacrifice,
the loss of freedom to gain freedom.

This sacrifice of freedom would seem somewhat minimal
in consequence when one considers the benefits that are
gained through the extraction of these enhanced sys-
tems of living, but when these newly formulated systems
can no longer be supported through available means,
natural or human, they begin to break down. This break-
down invariably leads to a breakdown in the fabric of life
for the individual. Societal emphasis being placed solely
upon progression has helped to create these digressive
scenarios, scenarios that are difficult to deal with when
one attempts to apply a current standard of thinking to-
wards the extraction of a solution. Humans, focused on
moving forward, attempt to alleviate the issues by imple-
menting the progressive attitude that had proved itself in
the past. The idea of digression becomes flawed when
looking at it with an attitude of progression, and areas
that face these problems, instead of engaging in a proper
form of digression, decay and slowly wither away. Epito-
mizing the idea of waste, they create a society of relics
representing nothing but the decadence of the past.
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tion properly, do a good job of bettering the life of the indi-
viduals embedded within society, but when these systems
break down, the decay that they experience is synonymous
with the decay that occurs within the lives of the individual.
When this occurs, the chaos that ensues can be easily wit-
nessed and understood, both within the system and within
the individual.
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Detroit became the established site because of its \ POPUILGrIanr?
relationship to this phenomenon of shrinkage. / CITY

Having lost more than half of its population in the /
last fifty years, the city is in danger of becoming HOUSITIG

obsolete. The industrialized systems that helped to { aoucarion

define the city in the past have broken down and Ve
moved, taking the life blood of the city with them. IrnousTry
PEOPLE

[ . } The current status of the city remains unchanged {

in a completely blighted state despite the many at- /
tempts at revitalization. The city can not hope to
—___ rebuild itself using these past methods If the
) framework that existed to support these is no
longer present. In order to survive, Detroit and its
people need to redefine themselves. The city must
engage in a level of transformation that may in-
volve a form of digression in relation to the city’s
infrastructure, an attitude opposite of what has
been adopted in the past to address the city’s
— issues of decay.

History of Detroit during the 20th century shows a
city with a continually changing infrastructure and
a chaotic history of migration that occurred as a
result . The metropolitan area grew from 500 thou-
sand people to over 4.8 million people in 100
~— years. Highways, which allowed the outer suburbs
of Detroit to grow were built during the 1960s to
promote the expansion of the cities automotive in-
dustry. Focus was placed on the car, causing
public transportation to lose funding, a move that
led to the dismantling of the system and the initial
shift in population. All the problems associated
with runaway highway-building have also resulted,
— including congestion, air and water pollution, and
destruction of farm land. The motor city was
brought to life with the automobile and its exis-
tence is very much dependant upon the function,
or lack of function embedded in that industry.
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Population loss has become one of the defining \ ﬁ POPLUILITION

features of Detroit. Though the decay of the city
may be attributed to more complex social factors, /

p— the loss in population that has occurred as a result ﬁ
becomes one of the most visual representations of

Detroit’s decay. The peak in population that oc-

curred in the 1950s stemmed from the city’s need ﬁ
[ s } to become a key player in the production of ma-

chinery for WWII, but the desire for the country to
become decentralized as a result of the nuclear
~— technology that was developed during the war
helped to begin the mass exodus from the city.

By extracting the nature of Detroit’s growth, one
can understand that the city, as it was growing and
expanding, was essentially helping to manufacture
its own demise. The convenience and speed of the
automobile, the element that made Detroit what it
e was, became the main contributing factor in the
decay of the city. By making the car accessible to
all individuals, and designing a system of roads
that would allow for rapid movement between loca-
tions, Detroit was helping to make the city obso-
lete. People could now choose to live in a variety
of locations because the distance that once played
— a large role in the determination of residency was

no longer a factor. The relocation of people that
occurred as a result helped to create a butterfly
effect that brought Detroit to where it is today.
—
Ty
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The status of the city is very much a product of the
population loss that has occurred over the last fifty
years. The infrastructure within the city developed
rapidly in response to the influx of people. Ninety-
five percent of the city’s high rises were con-
structed between 1925 and 1929 in response to
this population expansion. The rapid expansion of
infrastructure became a representation of the city
and its growth, and the decay of that infrastructure
becomes a representation of the city in its current
state. Detroit now stands in ruins, serving as a
representation of the past and the glory that the
city once claimed.

When analyzing the current state of the city and
the structures that help to define it, one may gain
the impression that Detroit does not exist in the
present, but the past. The abandoned buildings
are better understood as ruins and the left over
materials within, artifacts. The city however, is not
treated with the respect that normal ruins com-
mand because it still serves a purpose for those
within it. Detroit is not a relic because the people
create a necessity for its existence, however pa-
thetic that existence may be. The presence of
people within the city creates the need for Detroit’s
preservation, and it is the nature of the preserva-
tion that requires choice.
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Detroit Urban Analysis
Source: US Census Bureau 2000

-From 1978 to 1998, over 108,000 buildings have
been demolished within the city, a trend that
doesn’t seem to be shifting.

-According the US Census of 2008, there are cur-
rently over 85,000 abandoned buildings that
remain within the city.

-In the 90s the city lost one percent of its struc-
tures every year to arson, a resultant of the Devil’s
Night ritual.

-In 2007, the federal government allotted $47 mil-
lion to the city of Detroit in response to the city’s
foreclosure crisis. Nearly half of those funds will
be allocated towards the demolition of blighted
structures, though the funds only cover the demoli-
tion of 2,350 structures within the city.

-The abandoned structures within the city repre-
sent a plague that has swept the city for over fifty
years. The city’s goal is to cut these areas out, an
attempt to create a blank slate upon which the
future of Detroit may be built, but it would seem
that the implementation of future strategies would
only deal with the issue in a minor way, leaving the
city in its current condition of decay.
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There are over 85,000 abandoned buildings in the
city of Detroit, and the resources that are needed
to begin to deal with the issue do not exist. In the
last thirty years, nearly 108,000 structures within
the city have been demolished, a slow process that
serves as a painful reminder of the city’s status.

The scars of the past detract from Detroit’s poten-
tial to become a viable city once again. The rebirth
of Detroit can not take place without the participa-
tion of its citizens, and in order to achieve this par-
ticipation, there needs to be a resolution to the
abandoned building epidemic within the city. The
scars of the past are destroying the motivation of
Detroit’s citizens, and it is that motivation that is
needed to spark change.

~
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The crime rate in Detroit is a direct result of the city's
issues with unemployment. After the 20 percent loss of
jobs in the 1970s, the city's homicide rate rose to record
levels. The city was no longer recognized for its contribu-
tions to the automobile industry, its defining feature
became crime and murder. In 2006, there were 10,000
crimes for every 100,000 citizens. The abandoned build-
ings located throughout the city only serve to enhance the
efficiency of criminals and drug dealers by creating areas
difficult to govern or patrol. Though crime has dropped in
recent years, Detroit is still ranked as the sixth most dan-
gerous city in the US.

Crime

The decay of Detroit has resulted in a lowering of people’s
perception of their city. The pride that was once embed-
ded in the minds of the individual has been replaced with
a desire to fight back against the circumstances that have
been created as a result of this degredation. Though
many of the areas that have been assaulted due to these
feelings are in a state of blight, it does not aid the situa-
tion to transform those environments into exhibitions of
hatred. The pride that once existed amongst the people
needs to be restored in order for this activity to cease, and
this may occur if the people are given back the rights to
the city.

The lack in definition that is applied to the ownership of
these degraded sites in Detroit makes them repositories
for the waste of society. The lack of personal identity that
individuals have with these spaces creates a level of disre-
spect that translates into specific levels of abuse. Though
these spaces are not active in relation to humans, their
presence is not neutral. The lack of definition prescribed
to these blighted areas creates a poliuted interpretation of
their existence. These areas, being interpreted as waste,
are treated as such. A renewed sense of meaning needs
to be applied to these areas for this perception to change.

~

The culture of Detroit has had a strong reaction to the
city’'s decaying state. The community’s citizens act out in
reaction to the situation, gaining pleasure in witnessing
the destruction of the once great city. Forms of destruc-
tion vary, but there have been many cases of arson, cases
that cuiminate in the yearly ritual known as Devil’s Night,
an occasion where citizens of the community go out and
burn down abandoned buildings. Other individuals have a
more resourceful role in this destruction. Many of the
city’s homeless population have become what is referred
to as “scrappers,” individuals that feed on the decay of
the city for survival.
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The abandoned buildings throughout the city mark
untapped potential that may be used to help De-
troit redefine itself. The vacant properties within
the city act as landfills in their current condition,
but if restrictions are lifted that enable individuals
to lay claim to these properties than this potential
may begin to be realized. As this map shows, the
abandoned properties within the city that have yet
to be removed have ecological potential that may
become a valuable resource for Detroit in this age
of necessity. The urban farming that has begun in
the city may become something that defines the
city. Imagine a Detroit that is defined by renewable
resources and not by the automobile, a future that
is marked by growth not decay, this is what the city
could become.
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The decrease in population has created a culture
of abandonment in terms of housing. The only
demand that has been generated in terms of
Detroit’s housing market is demolition. The burden
that is presented by these structures may be un-
derstood by the value that they claim in the
market. The average cost of house within the city
is under $30,000, and most sell for less than that.
In some instances, banks will offer a property a no
cost just to transfer ownership and liability. Most
of the abandoned buildings within the city are seen
as lost causes. People don’t want to deal with
them because they see no benefit. The residential
scope of the city has to be minimized if one is to at-
tempt to preserve the city, but most of the time the
funds and motivation required to carry out this
task do not exist.

In some instances, ordinary citizens take it upon
themselves to clear away those structures that
have become a problem. Many rituals have been
developed within the city that address the pres-
ence of these blighted structures. The people of
Detroit, feeling that their city has abandoned them,
take it upon themselves to remedy their own situa-
tion. Though the acts that they take may be seen
as a positive intervention upon the city, the impres-
sion that they make in doing so only helps to fur-
ther the perception that Detroit’s existence re-
volves around anarchy and chaos.
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With an aging infrastructure built for twice the ex-
isting population, the school district has to shut \ f
down and vacate school buildings every year. In /
e
—_— 2007, the school board awarded a contract for se- ﬁ
curing, cleaning and removing supplies from

closed schools to a Philadelphia-based company
with ties to school board members. However, the
[ s } work at many closed schools was simply never f

done. As with any buildings left unsecured in De- /
troit, thieves looking for metal immediately broke in
~— to steal copper pipes and other valuables. Schools
throughout the city have been stripped of metal
but left with libraries full of books, computer labs
are upturned, but art classrooms are full of sup-
plies.

eoucarion
e

It goes without saying that the city’s schools are in
a bad way. Only recently, a principal at one Detroit
— public school asked parents to send toilet paper
and light bulbs to school with their children be-
cause the district could no longer provide those ne-
cessities. Most students are not allowed to bring
textbooks home, If their school has textbooks at all.
The Detroit Public Schools are allotted more tax
dollars per pupil than any other district in the state,
— and yet none of the money actually reaches those
students or their teachers. It disappears in a
morass of bureaucratic waste and corruption.

People tend to have a visceral reaction to the sight
of books piled ten feet high and left to rot in a win-
dowless warehouse or strewn about a classroom
floor. They seem to have more sympathy for books
) than for the children who’ll never have the chance
to use them. Half of Detroiters cannot even read.
Unemployment is above 20 percent, the streets
are filled with hopeless people, and the state of
education in the city makes it much more difficult
for this to change.
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Detroit is defined by the automobile and the state
of the American automotive industry. Ford, Chrys-
ler, and GM keep the city afloat, but current trends
have called into question the future of these com-
panies. The perception towards the American car
industry has caused a substantial drop in the
demand for the products that these three compa-
nies produce. With the city’s unemployment at
21%, many are wondering whether or not Detroit
can pull itself out of the position that it's in, espe-
cially when it is expected that things will get worse.
The abandoned factories that remain throughout
the city serve, once again as a reminder of the
past glory that the city once claimed. People came
to Detroit to find jobs that paid well and allowed
them to live happy lives. Now the only people that
remain in the city are those who don’t have the
means to escape.
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The people of Detroit become the main signifier as
to the state of the city. detroit has begun to wither
away as a result of population loss, and the people
that have been left within the city become its
ghostly inhabitants. Their existence is synonymous
with the city in its current state. The people left
inside of Detroit help to define the once great city.
It is their actions that help to structure its nature.
Realizing this, it may be easily understood that the
blight of Detroit is derived from the blight of its
people, the crime a representation of their anger,
and the decay a signifier of their despair. Resolu-
tion within the city does not begin with physical re-
vitalization, it begins with emotional restoration of
the people.
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Research for the project began with an idea that
there were problems in the way that humans have
structured their civilizations. Humanity has been
building upon these systems of dependency since
the dawn of time, never calling into question their
validity. Energy is spent developing more efficient
ways of living with little concern of the consequenc-
es that may occur as a result of their implementa-
tion. Society is completely infatuated with its own
existence, and only now does it realize that its very
presence and the impact that it has upon the
planet may call into question its future in the world.

The thesis proposal changed dramatically as re-
search into these systems occurred. Detroit, be-
coming a good example of a city that had been de-
fined by a broken system, became the focus. The
city’s character presented a situation that fit fairly
well with the idea behind the original proposal. It
presented itself as a system that had been built
upon a weak foundation, and was in a state of deg-
radation as a result. More specific in its context,
Detroit became the site upon which experimenta-
tion could occur.

The research and understanding of human systems
was carried out before any research was done on
Detroit. This made it easier to extract the flaws in
Detroit’s makeup, and also helped with the devel-
opment of possible solutions. The stimulus for proj-
ect development came from an understanding of
the people that inhabited the city. Realizing that
these societies are composed of individuals and it
Is these individuals that form the foundation of
these societies, it can be assumed that an interven-
tion upon the people would become an intervention
upon that society.

Research into the social nature of Detroit’s people
helped in the development of a system that would
be physically engaging and help in the restructuring
of the city. After a thorough investigation of previ-
ous proposals and projects throughout the city,

it was determined that a positivist intervention was
not necessarily the right choice. The attitude of
people in today’s society is rooted in the idea of
progression, but resolution to Detroit’s problems is
not. Progressive solutions that have been injected
into the city are absorbed and forgotten. Detroit
acts as a black hole, sucking up anything that is
thrown upon it, creating a situation in which tradi-
tional definitions or applications of architecture do
not apply.

Realizing that everything that has been done to try
and save the city has failed, one may begin to un-
derstand that constructive architecture may not be
the right decision. This understanding was taken
and applied to the idea of the original proposal,
which created the desire for an investigation of a
new type of architecture altogether. The resultant
was a proposal that focused on the creation of a
system that emphasized demolition over creation.
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Research of the Shrinking city phenomenon and its
relation to the city of Detroit created the desire to
create a system that would deal with the progres-
sive and digressive nature of cities throughout the
world. Societies have an infatuation with progres-
sion, and more often than not, tend to grow with
little consideration for the future. Detroit became a
perfect example of this attitude. The city grew ex-
ponentially because of its relation to the automo-
bile in the early nineteenth century, but when its re-
lation to that industry became weak, the city began
to break down. Detroit was built upon a foundation
grounded in an industry that was incredibly volatile,
and when there was a shift in that industry after
WWII, the foundation began to crumble. At this
time, Detroit no longer stood at the center of the
automotive industry, and thus, no longer had the
support that it needed to maintain itself.

The automotive change that occurred in Detroit in
the 1950s caused a shift in the population. The
people that migrated into the city for jobs during
WWII began to leave along with the jobs that
brought them. The problem with this de-industrial-
ization was that the city of Detroit, as its population
shrank, remained the same. The massive infra-
structure that was injected into the city to accom-
modate the 1.8 million people living within its bor-
ders could no longer function because the popula-
tion that existed to support it did not exist, and the
city has been decaying for the last fifty years as a
result.

The thesis proposal was generated from the under-
standing that there are many shrinking cities in the
world with this very issue, and in order to deal with
it, there must be a different attitude applied than
that of progression. The title of the project, era-
sure, begins to define a new approach that societ-
ies may be able to use when faced with decaying
infrastructure. The process that is outlined in the
rest of the book becomes a representation as to

how this system may begin to be defined. Though
the proposal is not meant to be practical in any
way, the question that is asked through its presen-
tation is one that should be universally considered
when one is faced with architecture that no longer
fulfils the function that it was created for.

When one considers architecture, thoughts of build-
ing and construction always seem to command the
highest presence. But when one considers cities
like Detroit, it may be seen that demolition within
the city has become its most prominent form of ar-
chitecture, and unfortunately, in today’s society, the
architecture of demolition is hardly ever consid-
ered, even though its presence is only predicted to
increase.
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The first phase of erasure involves the creation of
separate sections of operation within the city. The
purpose of this process is to help provide a level of
focus for Detroit and her citizens. The nine sec-
tions were chosen based on their proximity to one
another and the amount of decay within the sur-
rounding area. The people within these sections
may act in accordance to the rules of erasure, but
only within there own respective section.

Site selection, as mentioned above, was deter-
mined through proximity and decay, but the spe-
cific areas of implementation were chosen based
on their ability to rapidly inject the event into the
city of Detroit. The nine sections have there cen-
ters placed upon major arterial intersections within
the city. The injection of components into these
areas helps to create maximum exposure for the
event and a rapid transmission throughout the city.
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The city of Detroitis in need of an intervention, an
activation that transforms its citizens and creates
an attitude that helps to initiate change. In order
for this transformation to occur, the city must be
awoken from the haunted sleep that it has been
plagued by for the last fifty years. The project must
begin by infiltrating the network of communication
that saturates the city in order to generate the in-
terest necessary to accommodate the erasure. By
creating an obscure, but visually commanding form
of marketing that is generated through the use of
mass media outlets, the project is helping to
embed itself within the minds of Detroit’s citizens,
creating an interest that will help contribute to the
success of the project.

The marketing of the erasure serves to create a
context for the project through the initiation of user
interest. The feelings that are generated as a
result of this marketing help to set the stage for the
event that is about to occur, an event where the
people of the city become the main contributors.
The erasure of Detroit begins with the activation of
its citizens; it gains its energy from the participa-
tion of the people. The people of the city may
choose to ignore the presence that has been in-
Jjected upon them, but in doing so, they would be
condemning themselves and their city to a life no
different than that which has come before.
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In‘order to facilitate the process of erasure, the
entire city must be brought into play. Detroit acts
as the board on which this event occurs, its citizens
becoming the participants who engage in the
action. Each citizen of the city is given a specific
code based on the region of the city they inhabit.
Each code serves as a form of authorization that
enables Detroit’s citizens to participate in the era-
sure. In addition to site allocation and authoriza-
tion, these codes serve as activation for the tools
that have been provided to facilitate the process of
erasure.

With the establishment of Detroit as the board, and
its citizens as the players, all that remains to com-
plete the process and begin erasure is the delivery
of the pieces necessary to carry out the task of re-
moval. The people of Detroit have been given the
opportunity to participate in the erasure and it is
they who determine its extent within the city. The
pieces provided to facilitate this process are merely
tools programmed to engage in this process based
on the demands of those who have been given acti-
vation codes. These pieces will remain as long as
there is a demand for their presence, but once the
process is brought to a level of supposed comple-
tion and the people grow tired of this presence, the
pieces will be removed and the stage that was cre-
ated to facilitate the erasure will

disappear.
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The purpose of the preparatory stage is to ready \ ﬁFr EP4adrlr ari/onri
the citizens of Detroit, and once awakened, the
people are ready to take part in the erasure. By /
— creating a campaign that helps notify the people, ﬁ
the event is helping to develop a system that en-
courages user participation. The level of interest /
that is generated in this initial phase is integral be- f
cause the existence of the erasure and its scale
within the city is completely determined by the indi- /
viduals that inhabit Detroit.
(—
The creation of sectors within the city helps to es-
tablish structure for the event. The city of Detroit
becomes a board upon which the the people of De-
troit play, and it is their actions that govern the out-
come.
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The preparatory phase of erasure is concluded with ﬁ
the arrival of the components needed for the event. ar-rivaL
By this time, the people in the city Wlf'l have been /
— made aware of the event and they will have the ac- ﬁ
tivation codes that they need to participate. The
components arrive at the center of their respective /
section and it is this moment when the people may o
( j begin to engage in the act of erasure. ﬁ
The character of the event is dependant upon the
— will of the people. Individuals are encouraged to
participate because the future of their city is in the
balance; it is the mutual actions of the people that
determines the event’s success or failure.
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For the purposes of this project, the city of Detroit
is divided up into nine sections to help formally \ 7 arrivaL

structure the action of the people. It is assumed
— that the individuals who inhabit a particular sector ﬁ
have somewhat of a connection with its physical
extents and are in a good position to judge what /

should or should not occur within its boundaries. f
The citizens of each sector are given registration
codes that may be utilized to make a difference /
within the sector where these specific codes are
— assigned, and it is only in that sector where they
ST

may begin to physically engage in the process.

This allocation is not done to segregate the people
of the city; its purpose is to provide a level of focus
that encourages individuals to make a difference in
the areas of the city that they have more of a con-
nection with.
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In‘order to classify user interaction for such an
event, there must be several categories laid out
that examine the possible roles that people may
take in reaction to the event of erasure. Initially,
people will be grouped into sections of active and
passive users. As is the case with any event, there
are individuals who will take full advantage of the
opportunities presented, and there are those who
will completely ignore anything and everything that
is going on around them. For the purposes of this
project, the passive users and their counterproduc-
tive mentality, will be ignored. The active users
represent the individuals that have the capacity to
enact change by reacting in some form to the activ-
ity that will be going on around them as a result of
the erasure.

There are no specific roles delegated to the active
users, there are only predictions as to what roles
the individual may assume during this event. One
of the primary goals of this project lies in the cre-
ation of conflict, the extraction of emotion and
opinion that in turn generates interest and helps to
provide a renewed sense of meaning for the city.
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Those who help define the city are the ones that
may participate in the erasure. It is the character
of these people that determines the outcome of
the event. If Detroit’s citizens see a future for the
city, than the event may become a positive inter-
vention upon the city. But if the people examine
their existence within Detroit and see no positive
outcome, than the event may become another act
of restoration consumed by the black-hole of de-
spair within the city.

The preparatory stage of the event readies the
people for what is about to occur, and causes them
to examine the city’s meaning. The understanding
of the city’s significance to each individual leads
them into the event by creating anticipation for
what is about to happen.
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The destroyer acts as the primary symbol for the
event of erasure. As a device, the destroyer is a
tool of demolition. It is sent to Detroit to facilitate
in the removal of the blighted structures within the
city. As a symbol, the destroyer becomes a form of
expression for Detroit and its citizens. It acts solely
on behalf of the people and their desires for what
should be kept and what should be removed. It's
process of activation and deactivation becomes a
game between the people of the city that creates
conflict, which in turn, creates interest. Individuals
will choose sides, and establish opinions based
upon their own perception of what is right and
what is wrong. People will act against the city and
release the anger that has been building inside of
them for so long, but people will also choose to
take the feelings that they have for Detroit and
make a positive difference.

The democratic structure of the event becomes the
sole determinant of its outcome. This erasure
helps to produce change by initiating an event that
gives the people responsibility for the future. The
destroyer, acting as the main component of era-
sure, becomes an expression of emotion and a
symbol of choice. There is no direct solution, no
correct answer, there is only the will that governs
the action of the people.
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The destroyers may be activated directly upon ar-
rival within the city, but in order to activate a single
unit, there needs to be a level of collaboration be-
tween the people. The destroyers act as the
agents of destruction for the event, but in order for
them to carry out this task, there needs to be a
group of individuals that activate them. By them-
selves, the destroyers are not capable of complet-
ing any task; they are merely tools that assist in the
completion of a specified task. The activation of
the destroyers signifies user engagement in the
event, and enables the function of demolition that
is embedded within each unit.
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The destrroyer, acting as an agent of destruction,
assumes somewhat of a mechanic role. The
images on this page display common elements of
destruction that are employed throughout the
world. The difference between these machines
and the destroyer has to do with representation.
The destroyer, through activation is representing a
group of people within the city. Its physical struc-
ture carries little meaning in comparison to the rep-
resentation that it commands when it has been ac-
tivated. Ordinary citizens within the city have the
capability of causing great change, but in most in-
stances, they are not given the representation that
is needed for that change to take hold. The de-
stroyer serves as that representation; it provides
validity for their actions and support for their
cause.
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, the erasure is meant to be temporary.
city tha eed of an intervention,
and wi s job is complete, it goes away. One of

the ma onents of erasure, the nest, is trans-
ported by rail. When these pieces arrive, the de-
stroyers unload a set of four fins and deliver them
to the central area of each section.
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The people of Detroit act as the participants in the
event of erasure, but in order for them to engage
productively in this process there needs to be pro-
vided to them certain tools that will facilitate in the
rapid removal of the blighted structures within the
city. The arrival of these tools represents the be-
ginning of erasure and the initiation of user activity
within the city.

The establishment of the nest, which acts as one of
these sets of tools, becomes a signifier that the de-
stroyers are ready to begin operation within the
city. When a destroyer is activated, it removes one
complete module and brings it to the center of its
sector of operation. The central nest within each
sector serves as an indicator of scale and user par-
ticipation; its size being completely dependant
upon how many people engage in this process. At
its peak, the nest may be rather large in scale, but
as necessity for the process decreases, so does
the nest. It is referred to as a nest because it
serves as the point of departure for each destroyer.
The people of Detroit, if they wish to engage in era-
sure, go to the nest to activate the destroyers that
are located within it. When completed with a cer-
tain task, the destroyers deactivate and return to
the nest to draw energy and await for the next
group of individuals to come and activate them.
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The destroyers are programmed to act in accor-
dance to the rules of the erasure. Each destroyer
is assigned to a specific section in the city, and
they may operate only within that section. In order
to engage in destruction, the destroyer must be ac-
tivated by a group of individuals. If there is no
demand for their presence, their nests are re-
moved from the city and the event moves on.

Embedded within each destroyer is a map of the
abandoned and blighted structures within the city.
The destroyers, if activated, may engage in the re-
moval of these structures only. Viable architecture
within the city will remain even if there are those
who wish to have it removed.
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The decisions that the people make in reaction to
the erasure are completely their own, and are,
under no circumstances, meant to be controlled.
The actions of the tools for this event are under
strict supervision, however. The pieces that have
been provided to facilitate this erasure have been
designed for this process alone, and the program-
ming that controls their actions is designed around
this process. Control of these pieces is given to the
people, but they may only be used for the purpose
they were intended to fulfill.

In order to activate the pieces of erasure, there
needs to be a level of collaboration amongst
Detroit’s people. If one wishes to engage in this
act of destruction, than he or she needs to recruit
nine other individuals to activate a single destroyer.
Once this is accomplished, the destoyer will fulfill
whatever task of demolition that it is called to do.
In addition to activation, there is also deactivation.
A person may choose to prevent demolition of a
certain structure that has been marked for destruc-
tion by a group of ten individuals, but in order to do
this, he or she must recruit four other individuals to
aid in their cause. The game that is created as a
result of this event serves to create a level of con-
flict between the city and its people helping to ex-
tract renewed meaning for the city.
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City preparation, component arrival and activation
are the first steps in the process of erasure, but
once these functions have been completed, the
components of the system may begin to act. The
assembly of the nest is the first task that is as-
signed to the destroyers. Without the nest, the de-
stroyers do not exist. The nest serves as a respite
for these machines, providing to them the energy
needed to complete a days work. The temporary
quality of the nest helps to create a presence for
the event, a presence that manifests itself in more
of an installation-like form. The nest becomes a
veil upon which certain areas of the city are cov-
ered and helps to create a temporary identity of
change for the city.
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The assembly of the nest enables the people of De-
troit to interact with the components of the erasure
on a first hand basis. The aggregated nature of the
nest provides a surface that gives individuals
within the city an opportunity to interact with their
city in a different way. The structure of the nest
caters to the movements of the destroyer, but does
not inhibit interaction on a user basis. If a person
wishes to scale the nest, he or she may also call
upon a destroyer for assistance. The performative
function of the nest is exceeded by its ability to
transform the way in which the people of Detroit
view their city.
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In‘addition to the change in state that is provided,
the nest serves as an indicator of the event and its
scale within the city. When areas of the nest are
glowing blue, it is a signifier that the destroyers in
that area have been activated and they are some-
where in the city carrying out an assigned task. At
its peak, the entire nest may be glowing blue, indi-
cating a large degree of user participation and in-
teraction.
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One of the final functions of the nest lies in its
transference of energy to the destroyers. Each de-
stroyer Iis assigned to one set of fins, and it is here
where they draw the energy that they need to com-
plete the tasks of each day. The nest glows white
when the destroyers are drawing energy. At this
point, they have been deactivated and are not
under the control of any individual. Because of
this, the nest is also the area where people go if
they wish to activate a destroyer. The white glow of
the nest means that destroyers are available, a
signal that acts as advertisement towards their ac-
tivation and implementation.
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The project concludes with a question, what will the
people of Detroit do? The erasure has been pre-
sented as an opportunity, not a solution. It is the
people of the city that are in control of their own
destiny, and that is the way that it has always been.
Change in Detroit begins with a change in its citi-
zens, but that change can not occur without some
sort of external stimulus, and the solution that has
been presented here helps to fulfill that role.

The problems that face the city are not problems
that will be resolved with the introduction of a new
system of order. Reorganization and revitalization
of the city mean nothing if the people aren’t
brought into the equation. A system needs to be
presented that enables the people to call into ques-
tion their own perception of Detroit and the indi-
vidual meaning that it holds for them. The event of
erasure is presented as a process that gives the
citizens of Detroit choice in regards to the future of
their city. It is not meant as a solution, but more as
a social experiment for the people of Detroit. Its
presence does not define space as much as it de-
fines the attitude and emotion of the people. The
erasure becomes an event whose temporary pur-
pose is to empower the people of Detroit into
making a decision as to the future of their city, a
future whose fate exists in their hands.
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