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Modula 9 Learning A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  Self-Regulation Jti4wlt.nF:NGLISHJ41ti.t43~ 
Cy RcLcA Fr hap$rors. 

The c a r d s  you have been given reproduce, sentence by sen- 
t ence ,  a  paper w i t t e n  a t  the l e v e l  of an "averagsft co l l ege  
freshman, Put aside,  f o r  the moment, any comments you might make 
on t h e  a t y l s  of' the paper ,  Ins tead ,  focus on the sentancea 
themsalvea and t h e i r  fu.nctb.on i n  t h e  paper, 

I. Arrange t h e  c a ~ d s  you have i n t o  p i l e s  which rep resen t  ca te -  
g o r i e s  of f u n c t i o n  wi th in  a  paper. We're n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  a t  
t h i s  point i n  where t h e  sentence would occur i n  the  paper but 
i n  what it would c& l e t ' s  say, i n  a  paragraph i n  which It 
would l o g i c a l l y  occur. I n  the space below, l a b e l  your categor- 
i e s  somehow and b r i e f l y  desr ibe  them, 

Idhen you~have  f in i shed ,  share your f indings  w i t h + t h e  i n s t r u c t o r ,  
If time allows, the  whole c l a s s  w i l l  share t h e  f i n d i n g s  of each 
Qr OUP 

11. Row take  t h e  cards  and at tempt  t o  make from them t h e  f u l l  
paper  a s  you t h i n k  it ought t o  r ead ,  T&en y ~ u  have f in i shed ,  
compare the  funct ion  of t h e  sentences i n  t h e  essay you've con- 
s t r u c t e d  w i t h  $awe judgment of' func t ion  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  above, 
If t h e r e ~ a a e  d i f fe rences ,  how do you account f o r  them? 



i 
I M ~ J ~ \ ~  4 - Ey\:rk - & d s  - p q 4 ~  4- 
I,, 
I_ 

- 
We are  f aced  with violence i n  t h e  home, violence i n  the  s t r e e t s ,  
violence on a i r p l a n e s  and i n  hupposedly r e l i g i o u s  communities, 
and v io lence  i n  war, 

Many l e a d e r s ,  inc luding  r e l i g i o u s  men, say t h a t  we a re  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  most v i o l e n t  time t h e  world h a s  ever seen, 

Hardly a da$ goes by t h a t  we do not r e a d  or  hea r  about some 
t e r r i b l e  a c t  of violence,  

They p r e d i c t  doom i f  we do not change our ways quickly,  

- 
 hey may be r i g h t ,  

- - 
The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  we think about v io lence  much more 

because of newspapers and t e l e v i s i o n ,  which remind us  con- 
s t a n t l y  of"he t e r r i b l e  th ings  t h a t  a re  done around t h e  world, 

But i s  it t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  most v i o l e n t  time i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  world? 

- 
It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  compare the  v io lence  i n  our s o c i e t y  w i t h x a t  
i n  previous ones because we do a much b e t t e r  job of keeping 
t r a c k  of v i c t i m s  of v io lence  i n  our  day, 

- - 
We know t h a t  very  anc ien t  people were savages who l i v e d  by t h e  
law of the  jungle--the surv iva l  of the  s t ronges t ,  

We can, however, make some guesses about t h e  violence of the  
people of t h e  p a s t  from what we know about them. 

e - - 
Not a l l  of t h e  Greeks walked around i n  white robes l i s t e n i n g  
t o  phi losophers ,  



Many of them g l o r i f i e d  the  honor of k i l l i n g  enemies i n  war, 

Even t h e  Egyptians, who were c i v i l i z e d ,  kept and abused s l a v e s  
and committed o t h e r  a c t s  of violence t h a t  we know of. 

The Romans, a l s o  ve ry  c i v i l i z e d ,  waged wars cons tan t ly ,  

And i n  our  own h i s t o r y ,  we made heroes of men who k i l l e d  one 
another with six-guns. 

- 7 

Closer t o  our own t i n e ,  we f i n d  the English,  t h e  French, and 
the  Spansih f i g h t i n g  wars wt th  ~nts r~another  nea r ly  a11 t h e  
time , 

Poor people were k i l l e d  f o r  tak ing  a  r a b b i t  or dee r  from a  
r i c h  man's land, 

Others were burned a l i v e  a s  witches o r  hung and c u t  open with 
swords. 

And t h e i r  laws were cruel.  

Charles Dickens t a l k s  about ch i ldren  being hung f o r  picking 
pockets only a  hundred yea r s  ago, 

I do n o t  th ink  we have more violence today than coun t r i e s  had 
I n  pas t  yea r s ,  

Maybe it  i s  a good thin$ t h a t  we worry about v io lence  more now, 
even i f  t h e r e  i sn r  t more of it, because ser ious  thinking about 
violence may help  us avoid i t  i n  the  f u t u r e ,  



111, You w i l l  f ind  below the essay a s  the  student wrote it, 
What d i f ferences  do you f ind  between t h i s  version and yours? 
Which do you prefer ,  and why? 

We are  faced with violence i n  the  home, violence i n  the 
s t r e e t s ,  violence on a i rp lanes  and i n  supposedly r e l i g i o u s  
communities, and violence i n  war, ManyXleaders, including 
r e l i g i o u s  men, aaytthat  we are  l i v i n g  i n  t he  most v io l en t  time 
the  world has  ever seen, Hardly a day goes by tha t  we do not 
read or  hear about some t e r r i b l e  a c t  of violence, They predic t  
doom i f  we do not change our ways quickly, They may be r i gh t ,  
The di f ference  i s  t h a t  we think about violence much more be- 
cause of newspapers and te lev i s ion ,  which remind us constantly 
of t he  t e r r i b l e  things t h a t  are done around the  world, 

But i s  i t  t r u e t t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  most v io len t  time i n  the 
h i s t o r y  of t he  world? It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  compare t he  violence 
i n  our socie ty  with t h a t  i n  previous ones because we do a much 
b e t t e r  job of keeping t r a c k  of vict ims of violence i n  our day, 
We know t h a t  very ancient  people were savages who l i v e d  by the  
law of the jungle--the survival  of the s t rongest ,  We can, 
however, make some guesses about t he  violence of the  people of 
t he  pas t  from what we know about them, Not a11 of t he  Greeks 
walked around i n  white robes l i s t e n i n g  t o  philosophers, Many 
of them g l o r i f i e d  the  honor of k i l l i n g  enemies i n  war, Even 
t h e  Egyptians, who were c iv i l i zed ,  kept and abused s l aves  and 
committed many other a c t s  of violence tha t  we know of ,  The 
Romans, a l so  very c iv i l i zed ,  waged wars constantly,  

And i n  our own h i s to ry ,  we made heroes of men who k i l l ed  
one another with six-guns, Cloaer t o  our own time, we f ind  the  
English, the  French, and the Spanish l i gh t ing  wars with one 
another  near ly  a l l  the  time, Poor people were k i l l e d  f o r  taking 
a r a b b i t  o r  deer  from a r i c h  man's land, Others were burned 
a l i v e  aswwitches or hung and cut  open with swords, And t h e i r  
laws were very  cruel ,  ChaMes Dickens t a l k s  about chi ldren 
being hung f o r  picking pockets only a hundred years ago, 

had 
v i o  
ous 

I do not  think we have more violence today than countr ies  
i n  past  years ,  Maybe it i s  m good th ing  tha t  we worry about 

lence more now, even i f  there i s n ' t  more, of it, because s e r i -  
thinking about violence may he lp  us avoid it i n  t he  fu ture ,  
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