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Chapter 1 

URLY ;:EBUSlU TibLILS i32FOEZE TIZ BIEBUSKA CITY- 

'O3T 3ARBT CUT-OFF LOCA!FEf) 1860 

By Far the m j o r  por t ion of the  e a r l y  overland 

t r a v e l  i n t o  what w e  now know as the  western and north- 

western por t ions  of t he  United S t a t e s ,  passed through 

the  t e r r i t o r y  which is  included i n  the  present  state 

of Eebraska, T h i s  t r a f f i c  soon s e t t l e d  i n t o  d e f i n i t e  

paths ,  each of which took on a name s ign i f i can t  of the  

des t ina t ion  of most of the t r a v e l l e r s  who followed i t s  

oourse, The most imporCant of these  highways were t h e  

Oregon T r a i l  and the Woman Tra i l ,  

7ur  t r ade r s  had been t r a v e l l i n g  i n t o  the western 

and northwestern t e r r i t o r y  fo r  many years  previous t o  
1 

? 1860 which marks the advent of the f i r a t  wagon t r a i n  

otrer the  Oregon 'hai l .  On Apri l  10 of t h i s  year,  

Captairi Failliarn Suble t te  l e f t  St .  Louis with ten  wagons 

and two carr iages  bound for the Rendezvous on B i g  Wind 
2 

r i v e r  i n  Xyming. Ke followed the  general r o u t e  used 

by those who had @pne before him i n  the search f o r  furs, 

While Captain Suble t te  started t h i s  f i r s t  wagon 

1 Washington I rv ing ,  Astor ia ,  20th Century Edi t ion 
491, 525. George P, Futnam 1849, New York, 

2 Senate Zxecutive aocuments 39, 21  Congress, 2nd 
Session, pp. 21-23, Keproduced Oregon Hi s to r i ca l  
Socie ty  Quar te r ly ,  Volume 4,  395. 



t r a i n  fram S t ,  Louis, Independence, i<issouri ,  which 

i s  located near tkie junction of t h e  Kansas and :::iss- 

our i  rivers, soon o m  to  be the  real eas te rn  tern-  
3 

inus  of the  Oregon T r a i l .  Fre ight  and passengers 

came t o  t h i s  point  by boat. Eere they l e f t  t he  

water rou t e  azLd took up the  long overland journey 

across  the  western p r a i r i e s  and mountains. Yhe 

Santa Te and Oregon T r a i l s  followed the  same rou te  
4 

f o r  forty-one m i l e s  out of Independence along the  

south s i d e  of the  Kansas r i ve r .  A t  this poin t ,  the  

Oregon !&ail bore off  to  the  northwest. It crossed 
5 

the  Sansas r i v e r  jus t  west of Yopeka and erosaed t h e  
-* 

6 
B h e  r i v e r  where I.Iarysville, aansas, i s  now located,  

It entered 1:e"uraska a t  the extreme saztheas t  corner 

of Jefferson county, it r a n  northwest across  Je f fe rson  
7 

oounty t o  a point  about s i x  miles south of the north- 

w e s t  corner of t h e  county; here  it  turned almost due 

w e s t  through Thayer county and then bore northwest 

across  the  nor theas t  corner of Luckolls county and 

the  extreme southeast corner of Clay county. Lere 

i t  entered Bdams county, a t  a point  about one mile 

Chittenden, The American B'ur '~'rade, ~ o l ,  1, 463-64, -- 
Ibid., Vol. 1, p.464, Zrancis P. Parker,  New York 1898, - 
IT. J. Ghent, The Road t o  Oregon (London 1929) p.124, --- 
Iiulbert,  The Crown Collect ion of American ivia~s. 
Se r i e s  4 , x l 1 , 1 < o .  24, 





north of the southeraat aorner of the county, and passed 

diagonally across the oounty t o  a point about three 

miles south of the northwest oorner of the county, It 

next entered the northeast corner of Kearny county where 
8 

it struok the P l a t t e  r iver  bottam, 

After reaching the P la t t e  r iver ,  the t r a i l  turned 

mest and followeti along the south banks of the Pla t t e  

an& South P l a t t e  r ivers  t o  a point four miles mest 
9 

of the present town of BruXe i n  Keim county, H e r e  

the  trail crossed the South P l a t t e  and bore northwest 

acrosa Deuel cmil in to  Oarden county ahere it etruak 

atria foUoweB the ~routh bank of the Eorth Platte r ive r  

through Garden, Morril, Banner and Soott ts  Bluff 

oountieer, It l e f t  the present Nebraska tiamain a t  the 
10 

Norutwest ooorner of Soot t t s  BXuff' oounty, Shortly 

a f t e r  leaving Nebraska, the wayfararrs oame t o  the 

trading post i n  Wyoming which was purchased by the 
II 

United States government i n  1849 and was known there- 

a f t e r  as  Fort Laramie, Here they mulCI r e s t  without 

8 E u l b ~ t ,  The, Crown CoUeation of Amerioan BBaps, 
Series 4 ,8o'1,oe ~ 

8 IUia Vole 1, Hoe 37, Vole 2, NOS. 7,8n8,100 
10 g:: Vole 1, Nos. 10,11,32,13,14 and 15. 
II ., Vole 2, NOS. 66. USO Lte U ~ ~ t i b ~ r y  t o  G e n e  

Joseph J, Totten, Chief Engineer, Wash,, D, C. June 
26, X849. 



much fear of a t t ack  by Indians, Necessary repairs 

could be made and pravis ions obtained for  t h e  

next l a p  of the long journey which s t i l l  lay before 

than. A f t e r  leaving For t  Laramie, the  Oregon Trai 1 

followed the south bank bf the P l a t t e  to  the si te 

of t he  present  town of' Casper *ere it crossed t o  t he  
1 2  

north s i d e  of' the river. Hme it t u n e d  smth- 

w e s t  through South Pass t o  For t  Bridger which was 

loeatsd  near the site of the present  town of Rock 
13 

Springa. Thence northweat to For t  Hal l  on t h e  Snake 
14 

r i v e r  i n  Idaho. From For t  H a l l  i t  followed the semi- 

o i r ~ u l a r  course of the Snake %o For t  Boise on the  
15 

western border of Idaho. From For t  Boise the  t ra i l  

ran  northwest aeross nor theas tern  Oregon t o  Oregon 
16 

Ci ty  Wid Port land* 

The Mormon Trail m e  i n t o  existence as a d i r e c t  

r e s u l t  of the persecution of the  Kormons and the i r  

expulsion from t h e  varims poin t s  at  a i c h  they had 

erettled during the  first f i f t e e n  y e w s  of t h e i r  

csxistence as a churoh. The Mormon ohuroh was organ- 

12  Hulbert,  Crown Collect ion of Maps, Se r i e s  4 ,  Vol. 1, 
NO. 28. 

l a  p Tol. 2 ,  Maps 22-13 
14 - 6, Vol. 2, No, 33, Vol 3, Mo* 7, 
15  Ibi&, Vole 3, NOS. 16-34. 
16 Vol. 3, Nos. 34-56. 

-9 



5 
1 7  

ized under the laws of New Yorlr: on A p r i l  6 ,  1830. 

From the very beginning of the i r  h i s to ry  they were 

persecuted by other r e l i a o u s  bodies and became a 

wandering people. Settlamesl ts were raade at both 
1 9  

g i r t l and ,  Ohio, and Independence, h4isaouri i n  1831. 

The Missourians were extremely antagonist ic and ac tua l  

shedding of blood and k i l l i n g  took place a t  XnUe- 
20 21 

psndence i n  1833,111 Clay county i n  1836 an8 a t  Far 
22 

West i n  Caldwell county in  1838. The Mormons appealed 
23 

t o  t h e  l eg i s l a tu re  far redress but i n  January 1839, 

they were told  by the l eg i s l a tu re  Lbat they need ex- 

peot no aonsideratlon at the  hands of t h a t  body o r  

any other group of Missouri ci t izens.  

A few Mormonss ha8 s e t t b d  near Quincy, I l l i n o i s ,  
24 

and by April 20, 1839, the last of the sa in t s  had 

departed from Far West i n  Caldwell county, Missouri. 

17 Hubert Bowe Baneroft ts  Xorks, ~4 Histo - of Utah -8 

Ool. a6, H i s t o r i ~ a l  Publishing ompany, San Fran- 
cisco,  Calif. ,  p. 65.,(39 volumes), 

18 History of the Lat ter  Day Saints ,  1805-1835. Yol, 1, 
-* p.169. Jose@and Heman Smith, Lamona, Iowa,(4 vols.) 

1908. 
19 Ibidc, p* 178. 
20 Beadle, Life  in Utah, p. 38. National Publishing 

company ,Ph i l ade lph ia  i n  1870. 
21  Bancroft,101-102 i n  Volume 26. 
22 Ibi&,  P. 128. 
23 - Ibi&, p. 134. 
24 Ib id ,  p. 135, 



t o  take up t h e i r  abode i n  I l l i n o i s .  The v i l l age  of 

Cammeres, i n  Hancock county, I l l i n o i s ,  was purchased 

i n  1839 and its name w a s  changed t o  Nauvoo i n  &lay 
25 

1840. Here the Mormons prospered as never before 

and when the persecutions were renewed by the genc 

t i l e s ,  they were even more vigorous than they had 

been In Missouri, n e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  culminated i n  

the  assassination of Joseph Smith, the Mormon pro- 

phet,  and h i s  brother, Hyrum, a t  the ja i l  i n  Car- 
26 

thage, I l l i n o i s  on June 27, 1844. Matters grew 

s t ead i ly  worse and a meeting was held a t  €&incy on 
27 

Septamber 22, 1845 a t  which it was agreed t h a t  

f'urther e f fo r t s  t o  l i v e  i n  peace with the Mormons 

were useless. A copy of the resolut ions  passed a t  

thia meeting was sent  t o  the  IiKormons and six months 

was named as  the  time i n  which the Bdormons must de- 
28 

part ,  %he X~mrronrs repl ied on September 24 t h a t  it 
J 

n s  there  intent ion t o  leave a s  soon a s  they oould 

dispose of t h e i r  property. To t h i s  plan the men 

of Quincy assented and the exodus began i n  February 
29 

of 1846, $he last of the  ~4ormons crossed the  M i s s -  

25 Ferris, The Mormons, P. 141, New York 1856, 
26 Bansroft P. 178-179 i n  Vol, 26.  



30 
i s s i p p i  on September 17,  1846, 

The main body of the  Eormons reached the Bdissouri 

a t  the  spot  now known a s  Council Bluffs  and by e a r l y  
31 

autumn 12,000 of them were assembled i n  t h i s  neighbor- 

hood. Colonel Allen, who was ac t ing  f o r  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  here ,  granted the Mormons permission t o  pass  

through the  Indian t e r r i t o r y  and to  remain a s  3ong 
32 

as necessary. Kost o f  them crossed to  the  west 

bank of the  IJissouri and went in to  camp a t  Tinter-  

quar te r s ,  whioh was located about nine miles  north 

of the  present  c i t y  of Omaha. H e r e  eabins were 

erected and preparat ions made to spend t he  winter  

and prepare themselves to  continue the  search f o r  
33 

a new Zion, 

The Indians,  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of Vinterquar ters ,  

had consented t o  have the  Mormons occupy same of 

t h e i r  lands but e a r l y  i n  the spring of 1847 they 

complained t o  Captain Allen tha t  the Mormons were 

cu t t i ng  too much timber and t h e  BiIormons were ex- 
34 

oluded from the  t e r r i t o r y ,  Some of the  e x i l e s  returned 

- - 

30 Bancrof't, p ,  231 i n  Vol, 26, 
31 Ibidm, p,  222-223, 
32 -3 p. 237, 
33 TfX&, p. 249. 
34 3 ? Z h t o n 1 s  S tory  a Omaha, p. 23, Omaha i n  1923, 



t o  the  east bank of the  Eissour i  r i v e r  t o  f i nd  a 

new place t o  abide, but the  vas t  rnaj0ri .b prepared 

t o  go i n t o  the  almost unknown regions to  t he  west 

t o  seek peace and a home i n  the  possess'ion of & i c h  

they wuuld not be molested, 

I n  Apr i l ,  1847, Brigham Young, who had been 

e lected t o  head the  LTormons a f t e r  the death of 

Joseph Smith, l ed  a party of 143 people in to  t he  
35 

wilderness of the west t o  seek a new locat ion,  

They followed t h e  nor th  bank of the  P l a t t e  and Iqorth 

P l a t t e  r i v e r s  a l l  the way t o  the  present  s i t e  of 

Fort  Laranie,  Kyoming, where they crossed the  Oregon 

Trail and followed a rou te  somewbat south of i t  t o  
36 

For t  Bridger. Here they turned south i n to  t he  Utah 

country which proved i n  time to be the Promised Land 
37 

f o r  the Xormons. Word was s en t  back t o  the members 

of the  s e c t  who had remained behind u n t i l  news of 

t he  loca t ion  of the  new Zion should come to them. 
38 

The exodus then began i n  earnest .  By 1852 more 

than 25,000 Mormons had s e t t l e d  i n  a e  v i c i n i t y  of 

Great S a l t  Lake and each year t h i s  number was aug- 

35 Baneroft, p. 253 i n  Pol,  26, 
36 Ib id ,  D o  256-  



mented by new converts v&o cam from a l l  part;s of 
39 

the  o iv i l i zed  world, Pract t ieal ly a l l  of these people 

passed over the  t r a i l  north of t h e  Platte r i v e r ,  

Most of them t r ave l l ed  i n  wagons drawn by oxen, mules, 

o r  horses,  but many of them went on foot ,  Most of 

those who t r ave l l ed  on foo t  e i t h e r  pul led  a c a r t  o r  

pushed a wheel-barrow, i n  which they transported a l l  
40 

of t h e i r  ea r th ly  possessions, 

A t h i r d  t r a i l ,  of l imi ted  in>ortanoe na t iona l ly  

but  of great  importanae i n  the  e a r l y  hf s t o r y  of t h e  

South P l a t t e  Se r r i t o ry  of Nebraska, w a s  known a s  

the Old Cal i fo rn ia  o r  Ox-Bow Trail. 'l'hi s t r a i l  

extended four  miles west from Nebraska City and then 

turnecl northwest across  Cass bounty, It orosse8 

S a l t  Creek a t  Ashland i n  Saunders county and came 

down on t o  the  Plattrs r i v e r  bottom i n  the v i c i n i t y  

of the  present  town of Cedar Bluffs.  It then follow- 

ed along the south bank of the  P l a t t e  u n t i l  it 
41 

joined t h e  Oregon Trail i n  Kearny county, It ap- 

pears  t h a t  t h i s  t r a i l  c3ame in to  exis tence  some t i m e  

previous t o  1855, I n  hies wri t ings ,  J, S t e r l i n g  

39 Banoroft, footnote p, 397 i n  Vol, 26, 
40 I b i d ,  pp, 423-424 i n  Vol, 26, 
41 m e r t ,  Vol. 1, Nos. 48-59. 



Morton tells of a trip which he made over this route 

in 1855 in company with O,P,Mason and three others, 

The purpose of this expedition was to investigate the 

Great merican Desert which was the expression used 

to ddscribe the territory lying west of Salt Creek 
42 

during the early years of Nebraska's History. 

In bringing this chapter to a close, the miter 

desires to call attention to several factors which 

practically determined the routes of these trails. 

The most important of these factors was a water 

supply for the animals used for draft and other pur- 

poses and for human consumption, Thfs meant that 

the trail must always be laid out within a reasonabze 

distance from some stream, 

The eastern portion of the Oregon Trail fol- 

lowed the Kansas, the Blue and the Platte rivers 

aoross Kansas, Nebraska and the pjeater part of 

Wyoming. The western portion of this trail lay along 

such streams as the Swestwater, Sandy, Snake and 

Columbia rivers, The Mormon Trail followed the north 

bank of the Platte river into lgoming and then fol- 

lowed the Sweetwater river and other western strearns 

to Great Salt Lake. The Old California or Ox-Bow 

42 h.ansactions WReports of the Nebraska State 
Historical Society, Vol. 4, pp. 11-18. 



II 

W a l l  took the indirect course which it followed 

fraen Nebraska Ci t y  t o  Fort Kearny in oraer tha t  

water might always be available* Absence of a 

large stream running i n  a samewhat nearly d i rec t  

l i n e  between Kebraska c i t y  and Fort earn7 was 

probably the principal reason why a direot route 

t o  Port Kearny was not l a id  out a t  the time t r a f f i c  

was first opened between thetse two points, 

& second necessity mas me1  and since most 

streants a r e  bordered by more or l e s s  timber, t h i s  

cronstituted another good reason for keeping near 

t o  %he various r ivers  and creeks i n  the t e r r i t a r y  

traverraetl by the t r a i l s ,  Searcity of rood t o  be 

used as fue l  was not as serious an  obstacle t o  over- 

land t r ave l  a s  scaraity  of water was, however, 

When mood was not available, the pioneer could al- 

ways resor t  t o  the use of buffalo chips as a fuel  

B th i rd  and aery essent ia l  factor  was a proper 

supply of grass for  grazing purposes. The pioneer 

depended almost ent i re ly  on grass as a food supply 

fo r  h i s  animals and be oould not t ravel  long i n  a 

region in which there was not an ample supply of grass. 

T h i s  was another reason fo r  keeping near the 

r ive rs  and other streams as there is usually abundant 



forage in the valleys, Thus re see %hat, while the 

pioneer travellad through er. wide-opam an8 u n t r ~ e ~ l s ~ l  

territory, ha was not frets to go where fancy might 

direct. A l ~ a ~ 6  he must b e p  near the astreeam in order 

to supply hfmrselr with gams for rood, water ror him- 

self and animals, fuel to  burn am& forage for  his stock, 



Chapter 92, 

ORIGINS OF NEBRASKA CITY ARSD FORT KEARXT 

On J u l y  2, 1836, the  United S t a t e s  Congress 

pasaed a law i n  whiah provision was made f o r  establish- 

i n g  a m i l i t a r y  road, extending from the junction of 

the Des Moines and rdissiasippi r i v e r s  t o  t he  Red 
1 

river, S, We Kearny and Nathan Boone were appointed 

t o  designate t h e  po in t s  a t  whicrh m i l i t a r y  posts  should 

be es tabl ished f o r  protect ion of t r a f f i o  along the  route ,  

On April 26, 1838, these commissioners reported t o  the 

War Department t h a t  they had se lec ted  a s i t e  f o r  a post  

a t  the junction of Table Creek w i t h  the Missouri r i v e r ,  

In t h e  spr ing  of 1846, Colonel Kearny received ins t ruo-  

t i o n s  from the  seore ta ry  of war t o  proceed with the 
2 

construct ion of a m i l i t a r y  post  a t  Table Creek. Lieu- 

tenant  Smith was sen t  to  ?able Creek i n  gay of 1846 
3 

w i t h  t h i r t y  s o l d i e r s  f r o m  Captain Noore's company. 

Colonel Kearny remained at  Fort Leavenmrth u n t i l  a 

boat carrying mate r ia l s  from which to  bui ld  a f o r t ,  

came from St, Louis. He then proceeded to Table Creek, 
4 

accompanied by the  remainder of Captain Moore's uompany: 

1 United S t a t e s  S t a t u t e s  a t  Lar Vol. 5, p.6'7. 
2 S l T z G i F s ,  No. a ?  1846 
3 ' * e m 0  Brig%er Gene He 3on;s, l a r c h  17, 1846. 
4 S, W. Kearny t o  Brigadier Gen. R e  Jones, May 1 2 ,  1846. 



Colonel Kearny remained at  Table Creek only long enough 

t o  make plans f o r  building the post and then returned 
5 

t o  Fort Leavenworth, When Colonel Kearny reached Fort  

Leavenworth he found orders awaiting him which made it 

necessary t o  withdraw Captain Maore and forty-five of 

h i s  men, Ibhjor Wharton, who was l e t t  i n  charge, had 

only thirty-nine so ld iers  and seven ruechanics fo r  use 
6 

i n  erect ing the  btkildings, Major Wharton was withdrawn 

for  duty a t  Fort Leavenworth i n  a very shor t  time and 
7 

Lieutenant Prince was l e f t  i n  charge, Lieutenant Prince 

proceeded with the work and had succeeded i n  erect ing 

a two-story block house when he was ordered t o  abandon 
8 

the work, In  the f a l l  of 1847, f i v e  eompamies of vol- 

unteers were recrui ted i n  Missouri t o  be used i n  pro- 
8 

t ec t ing  the western t r a f f i c  against the  Indians, but 

it was too l a t e  i n  the f a l l  f o r  the troops t o  go in to  

the west. decause of f a i l u r e  t o  receive cer ta in  orders,  

Lieutenant Colonel Wharton had ordered these troops t o  
10 

winter a t  Table Greek, Shortly a f t e r  these ;LissourI 

5 W, E, Prince t o  Thomas Jesup, August 6 ,  1858, 
6 Idem, 
7 Idem. 
8 R, 3ones, Adj,  Gen, t o  Brig, Gen. George M. Brooke, 

June 22, 1846. 
Q R.  ones, Ad j. Gen. t o  Maj, Clif ton mar ton ,  August 

20, 1847, 
10 ~ t ;  Col. C, Wharton t o  Brig, Gen, Jones, Aug.3, 1847; 

Ad$, Gen. Jones t o  L t ,  Cox, Itharton, Oct. 13, 1847; 
Cole C, Blfharton t o  B r i g ,  Jones, Oct. 27, 1947; Ibid;  
No-r 18, 1847; mid, November 6, 1847. - 



t roops  reached Table Creek, Colonel Powell, who was 

i n  command, ordered Lieutenant Woodbury t o  proceed 

t o  the  P l a t t s  f o r  t he  purpose of l oaa t ing  a m i l i t a r y  
11 

post  on t h e  Oregon Tra i l ,  Lieutanant Woodbury l e f t  

Table Creek, o r  Fort  Kearny a s  i t  ha8 now come t o  be 

ca l led ,  on September 23, 1847, w i t h  seventy mounted 
12 

volunteers.  Lieutenant Woodbury and h i s  men 

followed a course a l i t t l e  north o f  west and oame 

out a t  the  foo t  of Grand Is land en the P l a t t e ,  A f t e r  

t r a v e l l i n g  about f o r t y  m i l e s  f a r t h e r  west and a t o t a l  

of 180 m i l e s  from ' F o r t  Kearny on the hlissouri, they 

s t ruck  the  Oregon and Cal i fo rn ia  road from Independence. 

Lieutenant Toodbury then proceeded to  survey the  terri- 

to ry  thoroughly and came to  t h e  conclusion that the 

m i l i t a r y  post  should be locrated @eventeen miles  w e s t  

from the  point  a t  which the  t r a i l  Wrned away from 

the  r i v e r  toward Independenae. This s i t e  was near  the  

head of' Grand Island and the p r inc ipa l  reason f o r  s e l e c t -  

ing it was i ts  proximity to abundant timber which w a s  
13 

needed f o r  bui ld ing and f t ~ e l  purposes, A f t e r  deciding 

11 War Department orber ,  No, 4, September 22, 1847. See 
a l s o  Thesis of L i l l i a n  Villman, r ep r in t ed  Nebraska 
S t a t e  Historical Society,  Vol, 21, p, 225, 

1 2  Lieutenant qoodbury t o  Colonel Joseph G, Totten, 
Chief Zngineer, Washington, D, C , ,  Nov, 2, 1847, 

13 Lieutenant loodbury t o  Colonel Joseph G. Totten, 
November 10, 1847. 



upon the  locat ion f o r  t h e  nev post ,  Lieutenant Sroodburg 

and h i s  t roops returned to  Tort Xearny t o  spend the  

winter. I n  the  spr ing of 1848 a l l  of the troops were 

withdrawn from the  post  a t  Table Creek and t rans fe r red  

t o  t he  new post on the  Oregon Trail. On June 3, 1848, 

Lieutenant Toodbury proposed the name of  -Fort 0h i lds  

f o r  the new post at t h e  head of Grand Island.  Briga- 

d i e r  General Childs,  d o  was t h e  father-in-law of 

Lieutenant Woodbury, had dist inguished himself a t  the 

b a t t l e  of Cerro Gorao i n  the Mexioan Bar an8 Lieutenant 
14 

wished t o  honor him i n  t h i s  wag. The post  was known 

as For t  Childs during t h e  summer and f a l l  of 1848, but  

i n  December of 1848 the  War Department changed the  

name t o  For t  Kearny i n  honor of Colonel Stephen Rr. Kearny, 
15 

who had a l s o  dist inguished himself i n  the Mexican War. 

Lieutenant Xoodbury remained a t  Fort  Kearny on the  P l a t t e  

during the  year 1848 and the e a r l y  pa r t  of 1849 f o r  tb 

purpose of e rec t ing  buildings. During t h e  f a l l  of 1848, 

he repor ted the  completion of a sod house with four rooms 

f o r  temporary o f f i c e r ' s  quar ters ,  an adobe s t o r e  house 

and s i x  o ther  sod and frame building6 to  be  used t o  house 

both men and horses. In June 1849, Lieutenant Koodbury 

14 Address b:! D r .  A. E. Sheldon, BIinden, Nebr., Sept. 1, 
192B. 

15 Order by R. Jones, Adj. G m . ,  Washington, 3 .  C., 
December 30, 1848. 



submitted a report i n  which he to ld  of his return 

fraln T ~ b l e  Creek with materials f o r  the erection or 
16 

a hospital ,  two double blocks of o f f i ce rys  quarters 

and one block o r  so;ldierys quarters, By 1863, the 

post incluaed a barraeks and a-dazars or more build- 

ings. Some of the builttings were of sod but the 

houses occupied by the off icars  were substant ial  framer 
1'7 

structures. 

Under date of June 26, 1849, L1eut;enant Woodbury 

reparted tha t  he ha& vis i t ed  and; purchase& the site 

at Far€ Laramie t o  be usad as a m a n s  of defense against 

the IndSietns and t o  pro9;eat t r @ f f i a  along the  Hmth 
18 

P la t t e  i n  Ikyoming. On February 14, 1850, Lieutenant 

Woodbury mo te  %he ad ju tmt  general a l e t t e r  i n  vihich 

he suggested the possibi l i ty  of abandoning Fort Kearny 

and called at tent ion t o  the opinions of many off icers  

t o  the effect  tha t  Fort Kearny was an unneoessary post. 

He f e l t  *he work whfah was being &one by the 
, 

soLdiers at  Fort Kecarny wuld be handlea from Fort 

Leavenworth on the south and Fort Laramie on the rest, 

16 Lieutenant Woodbury t o  Oeneral J. G. ' ~ o t t e n ,  Oct., 
31, 1868; December 7, 1848; June 2, 1849, 

17  F. A. Root, ~ e r l a p d - ~ t a  -to ~ a l i l o r n i a ,  p. 239. 
18 Lt. Woodbq 80 a stten. Tune 26, 1849. 



This would eliminate the expense of maintaining Fort 
1 9  

Kearny, During 1851, the far Department gave ser- 

ious eonsideration t o  the proposal t o  abandon Fort 

Kearny because of inadequate military funds, but 

Indian troubles arose again and i t  was found exped- 
20 

lent  t o  continue the garrison at For t  IZ-y. As 

has been stated already, a l l  of the impartant middle 

western t r a i l s  e i ther  passed through or  passed near 

by Fort Kearny and without doubt Fort Keerny was the  

greatest  center or  &grant and freighting t r a f f i c  i n  

the en t i re  western t e r r i to ry  i n  the deoads previou8 
21 

t o  the oorming of the rai l roadse 

And now t o  return t o  Table Creek or  016 Fort 

Kearny. m e  commandant i n  charge auring; the winter 

of 1848 had use& th i s  name i n  hanor of Brigadier 

General Stephen 1, Keiarny who had had so much t o  Bo 
22 

with the his tory of the s i t e  up t o  that  time. 

After the withdrawal of *he troops i n  the spring of 

1848, l i t t l e  is  heara about Old Fort Kearny, B me 
English was l e f t  i n  charge of the government property 

19 Lieutenant Bodbury t o  General R e  Jones, A6Je Oen, 
U. S. A,, Washington, D e  C., February 14, 1850. 

20 Mdrscla by Ik?. A. E. Sheldon a t  Minaen, Nebraska, 
September 1, 1926, 

22 21 #%aada from f i l e s  of the W a r  Department, Wash., 



a t  the post. hir. Znglish was superseded by Colonel 

John Boulware i n  1849, and he,  i n  turn ,  by Colonel 

H. P, Downs i n  1850. Colonel Downs continued i n  con t ro l  

u n t i l  t he  government gave up a l l  claim t o  the s i t e  i n  
23 

1854. Certain p a r t s  of Nebraska were opened t o  

set t lament under terr i  torial organizat ion of June 1, 

1854, Nebraska Ci ty  was l a i d  att i n  the summer of 1854 

by B. P, Downs, S, B, Nucholls, and Judge A. A, Brad- 

ford,  Kearny City was l a i d  out  i n  the same year by 

John Boulware and John McMecham, S a t t h  Nebraska Ci ty  

was l a i d  out  i n  1855 by Judge C. F, Bollg, John B, 
24 

Boulware and severa l  others .  On'Deuember 31, 1857, 

the  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  passed an a c t  whiah pro- 

vided f o r  t h e  oonsolidation of Nebraska City,  Kearny 
25 

City, and South Nebraska City, This a c t  was published 
26 

i n  the Nebraska City News of Apr i l  3, 1858, The govern- 

ing bodies of the three corporations had approved it 

with the  provision tha t  it should gp i n to  e f f e o t  on May 

3, 1858. Thus we see come i n t o  existence the town of 

23 A, T, Badreas, $Urstors gf'- Nebraska, ( 2  volumes) Vol. 
2 ,  p. 1199, Published by the Vrscsstern I l i s t o r i ca l  Cob, 
Chioago, 1882. 

24 sketch of Bebr. Ci ty ,  Nebr. C i t y  ilews, Karch 27, 1858, 
25 Nebraska Council ~ a u r n T 4 , 5 , 6  sess ion,  p, 85, Dec- 

ember 3, 1857, 
26 Nebraska City Kevs, Apri l  3, 1858, 



Nebraska Cfty whiah even at t h i s  t i m e  ha& been selecrt- 

eB as the eastern terminus of the p e a %  government 

military supply route to Utah and other oenters of 
27 

military activity in the west. 

27 Nebraska City News, February 27, LW8, 



Chapter 3 

NEBRASKA. C I T Y  BECOPliES A GOVEmrmTT l?REIGH!l!IMG DEPOT 

During t h e i r  first two years i n  Utah, the Mormons 

were e n t i r e l y  under t h e  contro 1 of t h e i r  church lead- 

e r s  in both s p i r i t u a l  and temporal matters ,  Disputea 

were s e t t l e d  by t h e i r  bishops and the church frowned 
1 

upon a l l  l i t i g a t i o n .  This plan wauld have worked 

qu i t e  w e l l  i n  a l l  p robabi l i ty  except f o r  t he  f a c t  

that there  was a small percentage of gm t i l e  c i t i z e n s  

gathered from near ly  a l l  of the c i v i l i z e d  nat ions  of 

the world. Qui te  of ten  l i t i g a t i o n  arose  among the  

g e n t i l e s  o r  betwean Ivlomon an% gent i l e .  The gen t i l e s  

were not always wi l l i ng  t o  abide  by the  decislona of 

the  bishops and were soon complaining of the lawless 

oppression of the  Hormons. T h i ~  made it  necesaary t o  

e s t ab l i sh  some j ud i c i a l  au thor i ty  whose mandates would 

be respected by both hlomnon and @ e n t i l e  and would a l s o  
2 

have the  support of the United S t a t e s  government. 

Accordingly a convention was ca l led  to meet at S a l t  

Lake City  on Maroh 4,  1849 f o r  t h e  purpose of adopting 

a cons t i t u t i on  under which t h e  people m i g b t  govern 

1 Bancroft,  p. 439 i n  volume 26. 
2 Ibi&,po 489-40 



themselves u n t i l  congress should provide otherwise, 

b cons t i tu t ion  was adopted and a provis ional  govern- 

ment under the  name of the  S t a t e  of Deseret was 

formed. The seat o f  governmcsnt was t o  be at S a l t  

Lake C i ty  and the general  organizat ion of the govern- 
3 

ment was the  sane as i n  a l l  o the r  s t a t e s .  A general  

e leo t ion  w a s  held on March 12,  1849, and Br igham 

Young was eleated governor. The general  assembly 

met on J u l y  2 ,  the oath was administered to  the  

executive o f f i c i a l s  and thus was organized the  State 
4 

of Deseret. On J u l y  5, Almon F'i, Babbitt  was elecrted 

delegate t o  congress and on J u l y  9 a memorial was 
5 

adoptea asking congress f o r  a h i s s i o n  as a s t a t e .  

This memorial accompanied by a copy of t he  const i tu-  

t i o n  of the S ta te  of Deseret was presented t o  the 
6 

Senate on Peeember 27, l a 9  by Stephen A. Douglas. 

The House of Representatives refused recogni t ion to 
7 

the  S t a t e  of Deseret by a vote of 108 t o  77. On 

September 9,  1849, a b i l l  passed congress providing 

3 Banoroft 440, i n  volume 26. 
4 m a ,  445. i n  volume 26. 
5 444; i n  volume 26. 
6 m g r e s s i o n a l  Globe, 1849-50, 21, 92, 
7 'Ibid, L W V - ~ ~ ,  prsiim. 



a t e r r i t o r i a l  organizat ion fo r  Utah under the  name 
8 

of the  Te r r i t o ry  of Utah, Under the provisions 

of t h i s  law, a l e g i s l a t u r e  was e lec ted on the  f i r s t  

Monday i n  August 1850, th ree  judges were appointed, 

and Brigham Young was appointed governor and super- 
9 

intendent  of Indian a f f a i r s ,  The g e n t i l e  o f f i c i a l s  

who had been appointed d id  not a r r i v e  i n  Utah u n t i l  

August 1851, They were kindly receltsved and between 

September 7 and 10 a general  conference of the  Church 

w a s  held a t  whioh Judge Brocchus obtained permission 

t o  speak, He d r i f t e d  i n t o  the  subject  of polygamy 

and exhorted the  women t o  v i r tue .  H e  a l s o  took some 

of t h e  leaders t o  task f o r  having spoken disrespect -  

f u l l y  of the  government, The Blormons were highly in-  

censed and probably vacluld have done vioienoe to t h e  

judge i f  they had not been held  i n  check by Brigham 
10 

Young, ' . i s  incident  is typ ica l  of the  r e l a t i onsh ips  

whioh soon oame t o  e x i s t  between t h e  blormons and t he  

g e n t i l e  o f f i c i a l s ,  I n  January 1854, Utah again sought 

admission as a s t a t e ,  Their p e t i t i o n  w a s  ignored. 

Following t h i s ,  a convm t ion  m e t  i n  March 1856 and 

8 United S t a t e s  Public  Laws, 31st Congress, L Sess., m-7-- 
9 Bancroft 456, i n  volume 26, 
10 -7, i n  volrune 26, 



t he  people again adopted a cons t i tu t ion  under the 

s t y l e  of the S t a t e  of Deseret. This cons t i tu t ion  and 

a second memorial were presented t o  John N, Bern- 

h i s e l  who held the  pos i t ion  of t e r r i t o r i a l  de lega te  

between 1851-59. Both were again ignored and the 
11 

s a i n t s  were sore ly  offended, Another cause of 

d i s s a t i s f a ~ t i o n  was the f a i l u r e  of Congress t o  make 

m ~ h  appropriat ions as were @anted f o r  o ther  terri-  

t o r i e s ,  Even t he  expenses of t h e  assembly mere not  
12 

paid promptly, The person who did  more t o  bring on 

the Normon 8ar than my other  individual  was W. W, 

Drunmond, He was appointed a t e r r i t o r i a l  judge i n  

1854 and upon h i s  first appearanoe i n  cour t ,  he in- 

su l t ed  t h e  oonumrnity by mooking at  t h e i r  laws and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and espeoia l ly  a t  polygamy, He also 

openly declared t n a t  he had come to Utah t o  make 

money and i n  the  p r e s a c e  of the chief j u s t i ce  he 
13 

sa id:  "1Jloney i s  my God," After  the  depar ture  of 

Drummond, o ther  gen t i l e8  refused to accept  appoint- 

ment i n  Utah on the ground that they feared f o r  t h e i r  
14 

l i v e s  a t  the  hands of the  Xormons. Bn attempt was made t o  

Bancroft 483-484, i n  volume 26. 
, i n  volume 26, 

o r  t o  Greet Salt Lrke C i t  , Vol. 1, 
pa 469. ( 2  vo s . ) , ~ 8 ~ e m y ~ n &  1861. 
Banoroft 492, i n  volume 26. 



replace  Brigham Young as governor i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1854, 

Lieutenant Colonel Steptoe had a r r ived  i n  Utah on 

August 3lst of t ha t  year and as Brigham's term of 

o f f i c e  was about t o  expire ,  President  P ie rce  offered 

the  place t o  Steptoe. Steptoe  refused the  o f f e r  and 

joined with the other  o f f i c i a l s  i n  recommending t h a t  

Brigham be re-appointed, ';'he request  was granted 

and Colonel Steptoe and h i s  command remained i n  the  
15 

va l l ey  u n t i l  the following spring. On the  sabbath 

a f t e r  Steptoe 's  depar ture ,  Yrigham repeated a remark 

which he had made i n  t he  tabernacle  two years before, 

"1 am and w i l l  be governor," and then went on t o  

threaten death i f  there  should be a recurrence of 

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  which had occurred during the  previous 
16 

winter. It now seemed evident t h a t  t he  Xormons in- 

tended t o  re fuse  obedience to  g e n t i l e  law, and Pres l -  

dent Suchanan determined tha t  Ejrigham should be re -  

moved a s  governor and that  a f o r c e  shoula be sent  t o  

the  t e r r i t o r y  to sus t a in  the au thor i ty  of the  new 
17 

governor. Aooordingly, troops were assembled a t  
18 

Fort Leavenworth. By June of 1858 more than s i x  

15 Bancroft 493, i n  volume 26, 
1 6  rala*-4y4, i n  volume 26. - 
1 7  Hamyvs Journex to  :reat halt Lake Ci ty ,  pp, 468-73. 

__ I__ . -  

18 Bancroft 497, i n  volume 26, 



thousand troops were i n  Utah o r  a n r a t e  to t h a t  terri- 
1 9  

tory,  The command was given t o  Brigadier General 

Harney, a man of much rude force  of character  and a 

very  capable o f f iae r .  But he w a s  hardly the  man f o r  

t h i s  task as it was one ?:hiah required diplomacy more 

than fig;hting a b i l i t g ,  No expedition was ever d i s -  

patched by the United S t a t e s  b e t t e r  equipped and pro- 
20 

visioned than was the army of Utah, and it i s  w i t h  the  

task of keeping tais army properly p r o d  si oned that 

t h i s  a r t i o l e  next conterns i t s e l f ,  

I n  January 1858, t he  War Department awarded a 

contract  f o r  the  del ivery  of war supplies  f o r  t he  

Utah army t o  the f r e igh t ing  firm of Russel l ,  Majors 
2 1  

and gaddel l  of Fort  Leavenworth. This contract  

involved approximately two mi l l i on  d o l l a r s  i n  money 
22 

and t e n  mi l l i on  pounds of goods. These goods were 

t o  be del ivered t o  some point  on the Missouri r i v e r  

by boat and were them to be f r e igh ted  aaross  the  p l a in s  

t o  the  army i n  Utah, It was l e f t  to Russel l ,  'Iajors 

and Baddell t o  s e l e c t  %he r ive r  por t  at which the 

goods should be unloaded fmm the boats,  

19  House EX. Doc., 35th Congress, 2 Sess., volume 2,  
-2,oZEient 2. 

20 House Ex, Doo., 35th Congress, I Sess l ,  Volumes 9 ,  
M 0 1 ' 3 3 ' 7 3 . 2 T e  89, 

21 James D. White to e d i t o r  of Nebr. C i t y  News, - 
February 13, 1858. 

22 Nebraska Ci ty  Hews, February 20, 1858, 
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The responsibility for making the final de- 

cision in this matter was left in the hands of 

M r .  Alexander Majors. Mr, Najors visited the dif- 

ferent towns along the river during the latter part 

of February 1858, He visited Nebraska City during 

the week previous to February 20, 1858 and attended 

a mass meeting of the dltizens. I@, Majors dis- 

cussed with this group the feasibility of selecting 

Nebraska City as the unloading point. He made 

several very definite demands which he asked the 

people of Nebraska City to meet as a condition to 

having their town designated. The members of the 

mass meeting aucepted all of these terms readily 

but M r .  Majors withheld his final decision on the 

ground that he desired to visit some of the towns 

father up the river before reaching a final de- 
23 

cision, Vnder date of February 27, 1858 a report 

was given of anotiher mass meeting at Nebraska Cfty 

at which Mr, Majors was presacnt and & a ~ s  his de- 

cision in favor of Nebraska City, The people of 

23 Nebraska C i t y  New@, February 20, 1858. 



Nebraska City agreed as follows: (1) t o  spend $100,000 

i n  building a proper port  or  landing place; ( 2 )  t o  

provide ample grazing land fo r  the stock used in f re ight -  

ing; (3) t o  provide adequate marehouse f a c i l i t i e s ;  (4 )  

t o  dr ive a l l  l iquor dispensaries out of t h e i r  town; 

(5 )  t o  proviae f'ree fe r ry ;  (6) t o  l a y  out a highway d i -  

rectly west through Otoe county, To carry out t h i s  

last  provision, a road cammittecs consist ing of J. Ster l fng  

Norton, H. P, Downs and Judge Dafly was appointed and 

ins tma ted  t o  hire a surveyor to  l a y  out a direct route  
24 

t o  Fort Kearny. On April  10, 1858, bJr. Majors re-  

turned t o  Nebraska City t o  make preparations for open- 
25 

ing the new f re ight ing line from Nebraska Ci ty  t o  Utah. 

The i n i t i a l  f re ight ing o u t f f t  oonsisted of 2,000 wagons, 
26 

16,000 oxen, 8,000 m l e s  an& 2,000 men, The men who 

worked f o r  iiussell,  Majors and Waddell were gut under 

a very s t r i c t  discipline.  A s  soon a s  a man was hired 

he was given a Bible and a hymn boo&, Be vms forbidaen 

t o  swear a t  the oxen or mules and he was not permitted 

t o  drink l iquor,  

24 Nebr ska Cit Nena, February 87,  1853, h d News, A p r i l  10, 1858, 
26 25 Nebraa r8'bllka a I&= g News, February 27, 1858, 



The t r a i n s  were not permitted t o  t r a v e l  on Sunday. 

By the l a t t e r  pa r t  of May 1858, f re ight ing  t r a ins  

were leaving da i ly  f o r  Fort Kearny and arrangements 
27 

f o r  s t a r t i n g  the Utah t r a i n s  were completed. No 

d e f i n i t e  ac t ion  had been taken i n  the matter of 

laying out a road direcltly west through Otoe county 

as had been provided a t  the mass meeting of February 

27, 1858. This made it necessary far Russell, Majors 

and Waddell t o  use the old Ox-Bow Trail which ctross- 

ed S a l t  Creek a t  Ashland, i n  Saunders county and 

followed the P l a t t e  r i v e r  t o  F m t  Kearny. The grea ter  

port ion of t h i s  route l a y  along the  P l a t t e  r i v e r  bot- 

tom and when t h e  weather was bad, i t  was exceedingly 

d i f f i c u l t  f a r  the frdtighting t r a i n s  t o  o k e  satis- 

factory progress a s  they t rave l led  only twelve to  

f i f t e e n  miles a day &en the roads were good, Fol- 

lowing the Ox-Bow Tra i l  also required the emigrants 

and f r e igh te r s  to  traverse a greater  dis tance than 

would have been necessary i f  there had been a d i rec t  

route from Nebraska City t o  Fort Kearny. The Fort 

Kearny s i t e  is  located one and four-tenths miles south 
2 8  

of Kebraska City. From this fact i t  can be readi ly  

27 Nebraska City News May 22, 1858, May 29, 1858. -9 
28 Peoplesr Press, Apri l  10, 1860. 



seen t h a t  a d i rec t  road between the two points would 

have W e  the distance muoh shorter  wlth a oonsequegat 

saving i n  time i n  making the t r i p  from t h e  Eissouri  

r i v e r  t o  Fort Kearny and other points i n  the western 

t e r r i to ry .  The des i rabxl i ty  of suoh a road ha& been 

constantly agi ta ted from the time of the  selection 

of Nebraska City a s  a government supply depot i n  

February 1858. Various efforQs were made between 

1858 and 1860 t o  r a i s e  funds w i t h  which t o  build 
29 

t h i s  road but a l l  of them had fai led.  811 t r a f f i o  

i n t o  the west from Nebraska City during these two 

gears fo l lorea  the Ox-Bov Trail. By the spring of 
30 

1860, the Mormon War i n  Utah had en&k and w i t h  it 

had end66 the government freighting eontract of 

Russell,  Majors and WaddeU. BBr. Majors had becane 

very muoh attacrhea t o  Nebraska City during h i s  so- 

journ there  an8, desired t o  remain and oon taue  In 

the  f r e t i a t i n g  business if a sa t i s fac to ry  route  
31 

aould be established. His firm had investe8 a 

la rge  amount of money i n  rarehauses, s tab les ,  corrals ,  

r o l l i n g  stock, l i v e  stock aad other equipment used 

i n  the transportation busin@ers. To rgmove a l l  of t h i s  

- 
I, in volume-26. 

' Press, February 17, 1860. - 



equipment to some other point or to have abandoned a 

portion of it would have entailed an unwarranted loss. 

Each wagon train which Hussell, ldajors and Waddell 

had sent out from Nebraska City after establishing 

themselves there had made a profit of two thousand 

to three thousand dollars while each train from 

Leavenwoath had been run at a loss. Naturally they 

did not care to abandon a route which offered such 

fine opportunities for profit as were offered by the 

Nebraska City-Sort Kearny Yrail but Ibir ,  Majors felt 

that, since they no longer held a lucrative government 

contract, it would be necessary for them to have a 

shorter and better road if they were to continue 

to make a profit. The people of Nebraska City and 

Otoe county were also intensely interested in having 

Russell, Majors and maddell continue to make their 

headquarters at Nebraska City ax it was generally 

conceded that Bhls firm and particularly Ivf-. Majors 

had been almost entirely responsible for the great 
32 

prosperity whiah had come to Xebraska City. Ef- 

forts to establish a direct route to Fort Kearny in 

accordance with the promises which had been made to 

Bllr, Majors fn the spring of 1858 and to meet his 

present demands were renewed by the people of Nebraska 

32 Rebraska State Hist, Sac,, Vole 20, 33.323. 



' 33 
City. It is with the laylng-out of this  road and 

the famous Steam Wagon episode that we shal l  con- 

cern ourselves in the following chapter, 
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Chapter 4 

NEBRASKA CITY-FORT KEARNY CUTIOFF OR STEAM WAGON 

R O D  

On February 14, 1860, a maes meeting wars held a t  

Nebraska City for the purpose of making plans f o r  the  

opening of spring t r a f f i c  i n t o  the west. M r .  Alexander 

MaJors and Governor Blaok were the pr inc ipa l  speakers 

on this otcasion. Governor Black urged t h e  need oil a 

clear and well-defined road to  Fort Kearny and re- 

ferred t o  the faot tha t  the  previous l eg i s l a tu re  had 

asked Congress t o  appropriate funds t o  oanstruot a 

military road %o Fort Kearny. Thla same l eg i s l a tu re  

had appointed three commissioners t o  have charge of 

building operations when Congress ha& made the nee- 

essary appropriations. These eommisaioners were re- 

quested by resolut ion t o  proceed wtth the locat ion of 

a road. A t  the same meting, a committee of five was 

appointed t o  request subscriptions i n  money, lumber, 

labor and merohewdise with which t o  bui ld  bridges and 

improve, the propoged r o d  i n  other ways. A m a r i a 1  

was aliro prepared in nhich Congress was asked t o  ap- 

propria te  $50,000 f o r  use i n  the eonstmotion of 
1 

t h i s  road. 

Peoples* Preaer, February 17, 1860. 



So tangible results c a m  from this mass meeting 

of 1860 in so far as road building was concerned. 

Inertia, lack of  fund^, diffioulties encountered in 

crossing Salt Creek in Lancaster county and the Blue 

River in Seward aounty, fear of the Indians, who con- 

stantly menaced the outlying settlers an& travellers 

who ventured too far f ram the beaten paths, and the 

absence of an important stream to follow would seam 

to be the principal reasons why so little was ac- 

ooslplished, Absence of a prominent stream along 

which the trail might be laid out was undoubtedly 

the most important of these causes. Matters drifted 

on in this way until the latter part of March 1860, 

when Bllr. Majors and his f i rm hired a Mr. Harvey, who 

was aity engineer for ESebraska City, to go out and 

loctate the road, Be was also to examine existing 

brfdges, fords and the bottoms of the streams to see 

if they were in proper condition to be used by the 
2 

heavy freighting trains. 

Acoording to aensus statistics for 1860, Otoe 

oounty had a population of 4,211 while Lancaster 
3 

county had a population of 153. Most of the Lanoas- 

30, 1860 and April 13, 1860. 
bras-, pp. 169 and 170, 
inting Baasa, ~ftaaha 1880. 



ter county s e t t l e r s  lived ei ther  along Salt Creek or 

on Stevens Creek whioh is seven miles east of Salt 

Creek, A l l  of these people had t o  go to Xebraska 

City t o  obtain groceries an& other supplies and when 

M r ,  Harvey began the task of laylng out a new road 

to Fort Kearny, he found a well-beaten path t o  Olathe 
4 

on Salt Creek, 

Bllr, Eamegts m k  rea l ly  began r e s t  of Sa l t  Creek. 

The nethod or surveying m a s  exceedingly simple a s  can- 

pared %o our present understanding of the tern, Mr, 

Harvey and his assistants went ahead on horseback and 

indicated the eaurse t o  be fo3lowed. The road was 

marked in a more def ln i te  lnftnner by having a man with 

four mules hltohecl t o  a breaking plow follow the sur- 

veyors and ktmn over6  furrm. Thfs proeess was eon- 

tinued 811 the way fra  Ohthe, l a t e r  cal led S a l t i l l o ,  

to Fort Kearny, When the wagons came along later', 

they travelled astride this furrow and Before long the 
5 

* r a i l  wais well marked. By 1863, so much P;reLff l o  had 

pass& along Its oourse that  deep mts had been worn 

into it and I t  was generally about two hundred f ee t  

4 Peoplest Press, March 23, 1860, U s o  personal In- - 
* ~ i e t r ; s  uim L, A. s a o m .  

5 E, M. R o l f @ ,  h i t t e n  statament on file at the Hebr- 
asks State Historical Sooisty* 



The general ooarre of this  t r a i l  lay through 

the present counties of Otoe, Lsncaste~, Seaerd,  

Pork, BZamfltcra, Hal l , ,  Ad- an8 fleamy, Its exact 

loeation by secrtions and tomahipa in Otoe, Laneas- 

ter and Sevwaucd counties has never been definitely 

determined and ~llrede a matter of record previ oua t o  

Ulis tinrblo 'Phe original goverment suvey8 rere 

made in these three counties before 1860, For thirr 

reason, the originel plate give no information as to 

the loeation of %he t ra i l  in O t o e ,  Lanoaster am3 

Sward counties, In aounties nest of §em&, 

6 Personal intsrview with Lo I. Sinmons at Linaoln, 
Tuly 3, 1950. 00Srgn a boy f i ~ e  years or  age, Bllr. 
S3maons came t o  Hebrash C i t y  f r ~ l ~ ~  Iowa rZth h i s  
pgmmta on Septeraber 6, 1862. The faraily l ived 
on t;Be farm rrhem the Gteajn Wagan broke dorn far 

~30n.Bhs after %heir arr%mQ. in Wetbrash and 
rere there IF~MBB the aeef&e~% oecurre, They them 
glwsd to VZlssnts Creek where they apernt the winter 
or 1862-@i9, In Marah 1863, they oame to Lancaster 
county an8 pre-ssnpted Ian& neaP the old tarrn of 
Salt i l lo ,  The heirs of the ;taxl.ly still orn th i s  
lad. I&, S ~ ~ X L U M  has been elosaly associated with 
the history of Ivanca9ter catn~ty  since 1863 and I s  
consider& by IhTo A, E. Sheldon to be the best 
living cmethority on Cha Nebraska Giay-Fort Kearny 
W a i l  2x.t O t o e  &nB Laaaasterr e m t i a s .  M r ,  S h -  
mow now resides at 139, Horth U, Linooln, Nebp. 

> 



the original government surveys were made after 1860 
7 

and the plats show the location of the trail clearly. 

By means of interviews with pioneer settlers, 

and reference to written reoords now available, maps 

have been prepared which show the exact course of the 

trail through Otos, Lancaseer and Seward counties. 

For pre~ent purpo~es, the path of the trail will be 

given by townships only. 

Nebraska City is located fir tomahip eight, range 

thirteen east. TBe trail ran almost due west in town- 

ship eight on a line approximately one mile south of 

the north line of this township. At a point about 

half m y  between the present towns of' Dunbar and Sy- 

racuse, it swung south to the Hermaba valley at a point 

about three miles south of the north line of township 

eight. It then followed the Memaha valley in a north- 

westerly direction across ranges ten, nine and eight 

in township eight to the northwest corner of township 
8 

eight, range eight. Here it entered Lancaster county 

7 Original government plats on file in the office of 
State 8u'~veyor, State Houses Lincoln, Nebraska. 

8 Map prepared by W. IT. Htmter, editor of the Syracuse 
L)smocrat. Map now on file at Nebraska State Bist- 
orical Society, 





a t  t he  nor theas t  corner of township e igh t ,  range seven 

and followed the  north l i n e  of township e i & t  t o  t he  

southeast  comer  of township nine, range f i ve .  It ran 

northwest ac ross  township nine, range f i v e  and enter88 

Seward county a t  a point  about two and one-half m i l e s  

nor th  of the southeast corner of township nine, range 

four and crossed t h e  Blue r i v e r  at Camden i n  t h e  south- 
9 

west oorner of township nine ,  range four. It then 

bore southwest;~acroser t o m s h i p  nine, range th ree  t o  t h e  

West Blue r i ~ p r  where i t  turned northwest across  town- 

sh ip  nine ,  range two, and cut aoross  the nor theas t  corner 

of township nine, range one, Here i t  bore dorthwest 

along t h e  nor th  s ide  of the 'tlsst Blue to the junction 

of Eeaver Creek wi th  the  West Blue r iver .  I f  crossed 

Beaver Greek at the southwest corner of township ten ,  

range one east, and entered York county a t  the south- 
10 

e a s t  corner o r  township ten, r a n 9  one west. It ran 

i n  a northwesterly a r e c t i o n  along the south s ide  of 
..-- 

Beaver Creek across  township t en ,  ranges one, two, 

three;cand four  t o  a point  about two miles south of t he  

nor theas t  corner of township ten ,  range f ive .  Here it 

9 Map by L, A. Simmons on f i l e  a t  the Nebraska S t a t e  
H i s t o r i a a l  Society. 

10 Personal interview w l t h  D r ,  A, E, Sheldon, Xarch 28, 
1931. 



entered Heunilton oounty an4 bore southwest along the 

south s ide of Beaver Creek across township ten, ranges 

l ive ,  s ix,  seven and eight. It entered Hall county 

about three miles north of the southeast corner of 

tomahip ten, range nine and turned southwest along 

the P h t t e  r ive r  across township $en, range nine, 

township nine, range ten, townshfp nine, range eleven. 

It then out aaross the southeast corner of township 

nine, range twelve and the northwest corner of town- 

ship eight, range twelve. Thence southwest across 

township eight, range t h i r t ~ e n  and in to  tomship eight, 

range fourteen i n  which township Fort Kearny was lo- 
11 

cated. 

The I s b r a s h  City-Fort Kearny Tra i l  came t o  be 

 oat^ as the Steam Sagon Boa& a f t e r  1868 and it is 

t o  %he explanation of t h i s  change of name that  we now 

turn our attention. Bdajor Josaph Renshaw Brown went 

into Minnesota as a dmmner boy i n  the regular army 

in 1819. b f l e r  oompleting h i s  enlistment i n  1885, 

he beam8 a elerk for an Indian Wader. In 1830, he 

11 Original gwerment  entrvey p l a t s  on f i l e  i n  the 
o i f i ae  of the S ta te  Surveyor, State  Capitok, 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 



entered the  Indian t rade  on h i s  own account under t he  
1 2  

auspices of t h e  American *Fur Wading Company, 

In 1860, Major Brown was l i v i n g  at Hemderson, 

Idinnesota &ere he  w a s  engaged i n  frei  gbting f r a n  St .  

Paul  t o  Tor t  fiidgely and the  Indian agencies along the 

Minnesota r i ve r .  H e  also had a stage l i n e  running from 

St .  Paul  t o  'i'raverse Des Sioux and o ther  set t lements,  

While thus engaged, idajor Brown decided that a b e t t e r  

and f a s t e r  means of t ranspor ta t ion  was needed. I n  t ry -  

i ng  t o  solve t h i s  problem, he conceived the  idea of build-  

ing  a steam wagon. J. A. Reed of Hew Pork Ci ty  was am- 

ployed t o  construct  the  wagon which was sent  t o  Henderson 

by steamboat i n  1860. Here i t  was assembled and t r i e d  

out  by hauling f r e i g h t  from the  steamboat landing t o  t h e  

s t o r e s  up tom.  The t r ials  indicated that some changes 

i n  its construct ion were needed and after t he se  were 

made the  wagon departed on its i n i t i a l  t r i p  t o  For t  

Kidgely. 'ifhere ha& been a mod deal  of r a i n  and before 

long the  f r e igh t  wagon which the engine was pu l l i ng  be- 

came s tuck i n  the mud and had to be abandoned, imen thet 

dteam Tagon reached Three Mile Creek near Fort  Hidgely, 

i t  sank deep i n t o  the  m d  and a m l d  no t  be ex t r ica ted ,  

d snow storm came on and t h e  d r i f t s  were s o  deep t h a t  310 

HE South Dakota H i s to r i ca l  Colleotions,  Vole 10, p,362, 
1920, (15 volumes) ,P i e r r e ,  So. Dakota, 



wagon was etbandoned for the winter. Sac time later 

the engine and boiler were taken to Henderson end 

used fn Major Brownts grist m i l l ,  Other par ts  of 

the machinery were stolen an8 no effort was ever made 
13 

t o  reassemble this first Steam Wagon. 

We hear no more about Steam Wagons u n t i l  the 

summer of 1862. A number of influentfa1 business 

mcpn a% Nebraska City had heard about Major Brown's 

experiment wTth the Steam Wagon in Minnesota, They 

coanmunicated with Ma jcrr 'Brown and f inal ly  became 

convinced that s t e m  wagons caul8 be used suaoessfully 

wer the hi@ prairies of Nebraska. Arrangements 

were made u i a  ?&jar Brown t o  bring a steam wagon 
14 

t o  Bebrash City, Pdajo~ Brawn went t o  New Ymk 

C i t y  ha& John Peea build another wagon which 

was delivered a t  Herbraska C i t y  By hateamboat on July 
15 

For awera l  days af%er the Steam Wagon reached 

HebrasEca Cf*, it mas driven abmt the c i t y  and given 

various tests. The tes ts  were so auocsssful that it 

was decide4 t o  start f t  on i t s  i n i t i a l  t r i p  t o  Denver. 

13 S a t h  W o t a  Hfsto CoPls~tion, '&01.10,pp.371-373. 
14 - s s ,  d n a  on Steam W a g o n  Road on f i le  

a t  Ellsbraskxt State IPistorical Soeietg* 





The P r a i r i e  Notor, o r  Steam Wagon, l e f t  Nebraska 

c i t y  on J u l y  22 drawing t h r e e  f r e igh t  wagons each 

of  which ca r r i ed  the  usua l  load of 5,000 pounds, 

A t  a dis tance  erlmost exact ly  three  mi les  west of 

t h e  northwest corner of Arbor Lodge, a crank sbaf t  

broke and the t r i p  had t o  be abandoned as r e p a i r s  
16 

were not avai lable.  

The people of ~ e b r a s k a  C i ty  and Otoe County 

were so well  pleased with the preliminary t e s t s  

made by the  Steam Wagon t h a t  they had asked Major 

Brown t o  have enough of them b u i l t  t o  fu rn i sh  a 

d a i l y  se rv ice  t o  Denver, In r e t u r n  f o r  t h i s  se r -  

v i c e  the people agreed t o  vote bonds f o r  t h e  pur- 

pose of bui ld ing a road wbich would be su i t ab l e  
17 

f o r  the  s t e a m  wagons. Major Brown had a l ready  

l e f t  ,for New Pork C i ty  but under d a t e  of August 

16, 1862, he wrote the ed i to r  of t h e  Nebraska C i ty  

16 Nebraska City News, August 2, 1862. Stone mon- 
ument marking spot where Steam Wagon broke down 
is located $hree miles west of Arbor Lodge on 
t h e  southwest quar ter  of sec t ion  2, Township 8, 
Range 13 east, This locat ion fs a l s o  v e r i f i e d  
by Lo A. Simmons who res ided with h i s  paren ts  
on t h i s  quar ter  sect ion of land a t  the  time of 
the  Steam Wagon accident, Mr.  Simmons disagrees  
as t o  t he  da te  on which t h e  Steam Wagon broke 
downo He came t o  Nebraska on September 6 ,  1862 
and he says t h a t  he was present  when the  accident  
oocurred, He s e t s  t he  date  on o r  about Sept.30, '62. 

17 Otoe County Gommissioner Reaord, No, 1, p,  149. 



New8 s ta t ing  that he was sending the crank fo r  the 

Steam Wagon nhieh was then a t  Rebrasha City. He 

also outlined a program of c o n s t ~ o t i o n  which would 

enable him t o  give a dai ly service t o  Denver a f t e r  
18 

Ootober 1, 1.863. 

Upon tihe basis of t h i s  agreement on the part  

of Major Brown, the people of Otoe county held a 

special  sleotion on December 29, 1862 and vote6 

bonds i n  the sum of $2,500 bearing ten peroent 

in teres t ,  fo r  the purpose of building a Steam Wagon 

Road mn(f bridges from Nebraska City t o  the.west 
1 9  

l i n e  of the county. 

After completing an agreeanent with John A. 

Beed of New York t o  build %he steam wagons whioh 

would be required t o  give a dai ly servioe from 

Nebraska City t o  Denver, Major Brown returned to  
20 

h i s  home i n  Minnesota. Upon h i s  a r r iva l  i n  Un- 

nesota, Major B r m  found that  the Indians had been 

making trouble and that  nearly a l l  of h i s  pro- 

18 Latter of Major Brown t o  editor of Nebraska 
City Hews aated a t  H w  York, August 16, 1862, 

19 Qtoe Count Coamnissioaerst Reoord, No. 1,pp. 153, 
20 -4s --f o this agrearment are on f i l e  a t  the Nebr. 

atate Bistor$oal Library. See also l e t t e r  of Major 
Brown t o  editor of Nebr. City Mews, bug. 16, 1862. 



per-try had been destroyed or carried away, Kajor 

Brown enlisted for service against the Indians 

and was unable to give any mther attention to 

his steam wagon project until the close of the 
21 

CiviI Tar in 1865, By this time, a railroad 

had been built to Omaha and definite plans were 

on foot for extending the railroads into the 

western territory. This made it seam unwise to 

pursue the Steam Wagon idea further and the ahole 
22 

scheme was abandoned. 

There are many conflicting stories as to the 

final disposition of the Steam Wagon. After read- 

ing the available written matter on the subject and 

intervie~ing a nwnber of pioneers who are old enough 

to have some personal knowledge of this matter, it 

seems safe to conclude that no serious effort was 

ever made to repair the Steam Wagon and that it 

stood where it broke down for a number of years. 

Some time in the laCe sixties the old engine was 

dragged over to Arbor LoQe at Nebraska City by 

the Ildorton Boys and their hired men, Here it remain- 

ed for some time in the immediate custoity of J. 

21 Address by 6 ,  S., Paine on file in Nebraska State 
Eistorioal Societyo 

22 Idesn, - 



S t e r l i n g  Xorton who without much doubt had had a 

major p a r t  i n  influencing Major Brown t o  b r ing  it 
23 

t o  Nebraska City. 

In  the  late sevent ies  ldr, Theodore Byslau& 

made arrangements w i t h  J. S t e r l i n g  Morton to re- 

move the  o ld  Steam Yagon from Arbor Lodge. Mr. 

Byslaugh dragged i t  t o  the i r on  foundry i n  Lebraska 

Ci ty  where he removed the  b o i l e r  and sent it t o  

Hamburg, Iowa t o  be use8 i n  a c e r e a l  m i l l  which he 

had es tab l i shed  a t  t h a t  point ,  After being u ~ e d  

f o r  severa l  years, the  b o i l e r  became so badly 

rus ted t h a t  it had t o  be removed fram the m i l l .  It 

was then thrown into  the Missouri r i v e r  and pro- 

bably l ies  buried i n  the bed of that stream a t  t h i s  

time. The rest of the Stem flagon stood behind a 

blacksmith &op a t  t h e  o ld  i ron  foundry u n t i l  1888 

a t  whioh time it was knocked t o  pieces and sold  f o r  

junk. The only p a r t  which was saved w a s  one of the  

cylinders.  This  cyl inder  is now i n  the possession 

23 L e t t e r  of J. B. l r v i n e  to Secretary of Febraska 
S t a t e  i l i s t o r i  e a l  Association, EIarch 8 ,  1921. 
On f i l e  a t  Nebraska State  Histor icaf  Association. 
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of i G r  . E. S. Gregg of Nebraska City, 

While t h e  Steam 3agon f a i l e d  to  measure up t o  

the expectat ions of those who had sponsored it, there 

would s e a  t o  be l i t t l e  doubt & a t  t h e  s to ry  of its 

construet ion and attempted use m e r i t s  a place i n  the 

loclal h i s t o r y  of Nebraska. It alao had a wider s ig-  

n i f icance i n  tha t  it demonstrated the p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

propel l ing vehic les  over a~dinary dirt m a d s  by use  

of steam o r  similar types of p o w r ,  It w a s  unques- 

t ionably  the  progenitor of our modern t r a c t o r  and 

automobile, 

Another very d e f i n i t e  r e s u l t  of the Steam Vagon 

incident  was the  voting of bonds to  provide money f o r  

improving the  road through Otoe county and f o r  build-  

ing  bridgers. A p a r t  of t h i s  money was used to bui ld  

bridges across  both S a l t  Creek and the Blue r i ve r .  

24 Interview with Rk. Gregg a t  Nebraska C i ty  on 
Apr i l  15, 1931. I&, Gregg was b m  a t  Nebraska 
Ci ty  i n  1861 and has resided there continuously. 
Interviews were a l s o  held on Apr i l  15, 1931 with 
Mr. Thomas Dunbar, of Dunbar, Nebraska, who came 
t o  Otoe county i n  1855 with Mr,  Edward McCallum 
who has resided a t  Nebraska City s inue 1862 and 
with Mr, John Gilmore who has res ided at  Nebraska 
Ci ty  sinue, 1866, The w r i t t e n  ma te r i a l  cons i s t s  
ch i e f ly  of personal  l e t t e r s  which a r e  on f i l e  a t  
t he  Nebraska S t a t e  His to r ioa l  Library, 
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during the winter arnd spring of 1863. 

Fords had been b u i l t  i n  these s t r e a m  when the  

t ra i l  was l a i d  out i n  1860 by hauling i n  rooks and 

throwing than in to  the streams t o  a depth such tha t  

they crould be forded by the f r e igh t ing  t r a i n s  and 
26 

other vehi  cles, Having t o  ford these two streams 

had been the only serious obstacle to  t r a f f i c  on t h i s  

road. After  these streams were bridged the Nebraska 

City-Fart  Kearny t r a i l  was unquestionably the most 

sa t i s fac to ry  route from the Missouri River t o  Fort 
27 

Kearny, It was shorter  t h a n a n y  other route;  it 

had fewer streams t o  f o ~ d  and I t  had the advantage 

of following fo r  most of its length, the  high divide 

between the  P l a t t e  and Kansas Rivers, It did not 

take the t rave l l ing  publia long t o  discover these 

advantages and by 1865, it had becrome the  most im- 
28 

portant  overland t r a i l  i n  t h i s  country. 

Address by Dr. A. E. Sheldon at Nursery Hi= 
in Otocs County, Ocrtaber 22, 1930. ReproduceB 
in the Linaoln Sunday Star ,  October 26, 1930* 



Chapter 5 

ALONG TWX TRAIL 

As travel into the west increased in the late 

fifties and early sixties, a great rivalry sprang 

up between the various towns along the Uissouri 

river for control of this traffic, The most in- 

tense rivalry existed between hmha and Nebraska 
1 

City. Omaha was the eastern terminus of the North 

Platte route while Nebraska City held the corres- 

ponding posit ion in the South Platte territory, 

k i n g  the years in whiah Nebraska City was gain- 

ing a foothold as a freighting and emigrant cen- 

ter, the people at Omaha were concerning them- 

selves chfefly with the question of having a rail- 
2 

road built into Omaha, This made them more or 

less indifferent toward their opportunities in the 

freighting business, Tbis attitude of indifference 

on the part of the people at Omaha played a very im- 

portant part in the deaision of Russell, Major8 an8 

Waddell to locate the government freighting depot 
3 

at Mebraska City in the spring of 1858, 

Omaha T&u~ea, July 15, 1858, Omaha Times, Oct, 7, 
a Times November 2-58. Nebr. City 1858, chlah * 

New@, Sept. 25, 1858. Nebr, City News, Aug.9, 1862. 
Eilebraska C i t  Mews, November 6, 1858, 
Omaha ~lt&rne~,-June 11, 1857. Omaha Times, July 
15 ,858 ,  

3 -- Omaha Times, July 15, 1858. 



The advantage which came t o  Nebraska City as a 

r e s u l t  of ob$aini&g the Russell,  Majors and Waddell 

contract brought about an intense i n t e r e s t  In both 

f re ight ing  and emigrant t r a f f i c  a t  tha t  point, The 

Nebraska City newspapers, published during t h i s  per- 

iod, devoted can undue amount of space t o  the merits  

of Nebraska Ci ty  a s  a f re ight ing  and supply depot, 

They were par t icu lar ly  zealous i n  proclaiming the 

super ior i ty  of the Nebraska City-Fort Kearny *ail 
4 

over the Omaha or North P l a t t e  route, O f  course, 

the Omaha papers did not allow t h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o  go 

unchallenged but they were not so vehement Pn t h e i r  

claims because of t h e i r  in t e res t  i n  prospective r a i l -  
5 

roads, 

Along a l l  of the old t ra i l s ,  there grew up 

ear ly  i n  t h e i r  his tory what were known a s  ranches 

or over-nfght s ta t ions ,  These ranches usually 

consisted of a large log o r  underground s t ab le  which 

would accommodate two hundred or more horses and 

mules, a ranch house i n  which t r ave l l e r s  might spend 

the night,  one or  more gitores, several  saloons, and 

4 Peo~les"ess, Ipebr . 3, X860 t o  fSov, 21, lBW passim, 
a c i t m e s ,  June 11, 1857 t o  July 15, 1858 5 Ftmah 

passim, 



and a blacksmith shop. The smaller ranches did not 

offer all of these accommodations, as they were 

often little more than pr3~stte dwellisrgs where tra- 

vellers occasionally were accammodated and where 

meals were served on the trip between the larger 

stations, It was necessary that these stations be 

quite close together as the ox teas uaually tra- 

velled only twelve to fourteen miles per day and 

the freighters preferred to stay at the stations 

because of the accammodations which they offered 

and for protection from Lndian attacks. Horses 

and mules were usually put in the ranch stables 

and fed hay and grain but the oxen were always 

turned loose to graze as they subsisted entirely 

on grass, The men who drove the freight wagons 

always slept outside with their loads to protect 
6 

them from Indians a d  others who might molest them, 

The history of the moat important ranches 

which were located along the Eebraska City-Fort 

Kearny Trail will be given by counties, The first 

Otoe county ranch to which the traveller came after 

leaving Nebraska City was located on Wilsonts Creek 

about one mile north of the present town of Dunbar. 

6 Personal interview with J.B,Brestfall of College 
View on July 3, 1930, Also interview with L, A. 
Simmons, 139 No. t8, Lincoln, Mebr., Apr. 15, 1931. 



The land on which t h i s  ranch was located was owned 

by a man named Wilson and both t h e  creek an8 the 

ranch were named a f t e r  him. This was not a large 

ranch a s  it  was too close t o  Nebraska City but it 

had a good patronage from f r e i g h t e r s  and emigrants 

who got a tar ted out of Nebraska City too late i n  

the  day t o  reach the first large rmoh  which was 
7 

located Arrther west a t  Nursery H k l l .  

Nursery H i l l ,  the f i r s t  l a rge  ranah and s tage 

s ta t ion ,  was located twenty-two miles west of Ns- 

b r a s h  City a t  a point nhloh is one e~ ld  one-half miles 

southwest of Syracuse. Thie spot is now marked by 

m e w  of a stone monument which was deaicated on 
8 

October 22, 1930.. N u r s e r y  H i l l  waar establiahedl i n  

1859 by Professor R o t b e l l  Thompson, a botanis t  who 

hail acme i n t o  Otoe caunty t o  pursue h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  

studies. The rcmeh mas firart known as The Brick 

Postoffice but i n  1861, Profassor Thompson sold a 

half i n t e r e s t  fn the  ranch t o  a I&, Boches te~  Hedgea. 

These tao then formed a p a r t ~ e r s h i p  and vent i n t o  

? Fesrsonal interview w i t h  L. A, Simmroxw at the s i te  
of fhie raneh, April 15, 193L. 

8 Address bg Dr. E. A. Sheldon a t  Nursery H i l l ,  
Octob- 22, 1930. 
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9 

the nursery business. This gave the ranch its name. 

The next ranch to the west was l:leachamts located 

in Lancaster county along the line between Otoe and 

Lancaster counties. M r .  Eeacham received a govern- 

ment patent for the land upon which this ranch was 
10 

located In 1861. The ranch served more as a dinner 

station or half-way station between iqursery Rill and 
11 

the ranch at Salt Creek. !?he Salt Creek ranch was 

established in the spring of 1859 by John Cadman and 

was located eight miles south of Lincoln and adjacent 

to the north line of the territory wGch at that time 
12 

constituted Clay county, The ranch was at first 

9 Letter frm BP. H, Eunter, editor of the Journal 
Dsmocrat at Syracuse, Rebraska, to Dr. A. E. Sheldon, 
October 15, 1931. 

10 Record A, page 257 in the office of the Regia%er - 
-as, Lancaster county. 

11 Statement of L, A. Simmons, April 15, 1931. 
12 Statement of George 0, Cadman, son of John Cadman, 

to L. A. Simmons at Chicago, April 18, 1931, 
Clay county was divided into two equal parts by 
action of the legislature in 1864 through the ef- 
forts of John Gadman. "%he south half was given to 
Gage county and the north half to Lancaster. This 
iar the reason why these two oounties are each thirty- 
six miles in width from north to south vhile the 
neighboring counties are each twenty-four miles 
square. See Sawyer s Lincoln and ~&ncester county. 
2 vols., pp. 27 and 28=.=ke Publishing 
Company, Chicago, Illinois in 1916. 



called Olathe but same time previous to 1863 the 
13 

name was changed to Saltillo. A controversy arose 

between John Cadman, Festus Reed and other settlers 

over the matter of a new name for this ranch, An 

old soldier, who had serveit in the Kexican War, came 

forward and asked to be allowed to select the name, 

This was agreed to and he called it Saltillo after 
14 

the Battle of Saltillo in which he had participated. 

The next ranoh to the west was known as Cheese 

Creek, The exact date of the establishment of this 

ranch is not definitely known at the present time 

but there are photographs in existence which indicate 

that the ranch house was built some time previous to 

1864. It was located on a creek in the western part 

13 Sawyer's Lincoln - and Lancaster County, Tol, 1, 
page 25, S .  J, Clarke Go,, Chicago, 1916, 

14 Interview with L, A, Simmons, May 16, 1931. 
Saltillo was probably the best developed of all 
the ranches along the trail with the possible 
exception of the Benn Bolladay b k t h  at Fort 
Hearny. It had two stores, three saloons, a 
flour mill, a blacksmith shop and an exception- 
ally large stable and ranch house. 



of Lancaater county and the  people, who operated it, 

specia l ized on the  making of cheese which they so ld  

t o  t he  f r e i g h t e r s  and o a e r s  who stopped a t  t he  
15 

ranch, Thus it  came t o  b e  cal led  Cheese Creek iianch. 

The first two ranches i n  Seward county mere located 

a t  o r  near the  point  a t  whioh the  t r a i l  crossed the  

Xorth Blue r i ve r .  J. L. Davidmn es tabl ished a ranch 

one mile  west of t he  crossing i n  the  f a l l  of 1862 

and A, J, Wallingford es tabl ished one a t  t he  oross- 
16 

ing during the a m 0  f a l l .  This point came t o  be known 

as Camden and s t i l l  hems that name, 

Next came the  Thampson Ran&, w h i o h  w a s  located 

near t h e  mouth of iyalnut Creek, It was es tabl ished 

by W. J. Thoslpson i n  1862. Four miles w e s t  of the  

Thompson Ranch was located t h e  Daniel Millspaw Fianeh 

o r  Hole i n  the  Ground, so ca l led  because it w a s  %on 

s t r u e t e a  i n  the form of a dugout, 

Fousets Eanch w a s  located four  and one-half 

m i l e s  northwest of the  Daniel ldillspaw Ranch. It 

w a s  set up by John 3. Fouse i n  the f a l l  of 1862, 

The ranch consisted of a log  house th i r t y - s ix  f e e t  

by s ix teen  f e e t  i n  dimensions, situated on the  bank 

15 Interview with D r .  A,  E. Sheldon, May 9 ,  1931, 
16 8. W. Cox, Xistor of Seward County, p, 27. 

Published b 4 t f ; a  Journal Company i n  1888. 



of Beaver Creek, The s tab le  was bu i l t  on the bank of 

Beaver Creek s o  that  it was hidden fram view t o  proteet  

the stoak froan the Indians. A t r a p  door connected the 

ranch house w i t h  t h i s  underground s t a b l e  so tha t  the  

inmates of the house might have a be t t e r  chance of 
1 7  

escape i n  ease of a t tack  by Indians, 

The Fouse iianch was located i n  the fo rk  formed by 

the junotion of Beaver Creek and the Vest Blue r ive r ,  

The t r a i l  crossed Beaver Creek a t  t h i s  point  and the 

ford became known a s  Beaver Crossing, In later years 

a m i l l  was s e t  up a b m t  t b e e  miles eas t  of t h i s  point 

on the 'byest Blue r ive r ,  A f t e r  the  t r a i l  w a s  abandoned 

the people who had establfshed themselves i n  business 

a t  Fousers Ranch, movd t h e i r  establishments over t o  

the m i l l  s i t e  on the qes t  Blue and carr ied the name of 

Beaver Crossing w i t h  then. Thf s explains Bow %he t o m  
18 

of Beaver Crossing on the Blue r i v e r  got i ts name. 

York county had f i v e  of these pioneer ranches, The 

oldest  one was Porcupine Ranch, located at  Porcupine Bluffs 

near the western boundary of t h e  county, It was establ ish-  

ed by Benjamin IP. Lushbaugh, Indian Agent   or the Pawnees 

i n  1863, It served as both a ranch and s tage s t a t i o n  and 

17 Idem. 
18 Personal interview with D r ,  A, 2 ,  Sheldon, Earch 31, 

1931, 
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w a s  conducted by Samuel Kearny, The Jauk Smith Hanch 

aas a l s o  s t a r t e d  by Benjamin F. Lushbaugh i n  1864. A 

M r .  Chapin was put i n  charge f o r  a period of s ix  months, 

a f t e r  which the  ranch was sold to Jack Smith who kept  

it u n t i l  the  f r e igh t ing  business was done, This ranch 

was located about th ree  miles southeast  of York, The 

o ther  th ree  York county ranchers were located between 

the  Jack Smith and Porcupine Ranches, J u s t  east of 

the  Porcupine Ranch was located the  McDonald Ranch, 

which was named a f t e r  the  man who f mnded it i n  1864. 

Thia ranoh w a s  purchased i n  1865 by a Mr.  Baker who 

kept i t  u n t i l  f r e igh t ing  ended. 

E a s t  of the  XtlcDonald Banoh was located the  An- 

telope, Ranch, which was founded by James P, Mathewson 

I n  1865. W, l4athswson operated t h i s  ranch u n t i l  

f r e igh t ing  closed, Between the Antelope and Jack 

Smith Ranches was the  Jack Stone Hanch which was s e t  

up i n  August 1865 by George Chapman, U r ,  Chapman 

operated t h i s  ranch f o r  s i x  months and then so ld  it 

t o  John McClellan (alias Jaek s tone)  who kept it 
19 

u n t i l  the  end of the  f r e igh t ing  lx s ines s ,  

We now take up the  s to ry  of ranches i n  Hamilton 

county. The one near the  ea s t e rn  border of t h e  county 

19 Andreas, His tory  of Nebraska, Vol, 2, ~ ~ 1 4 8 7 ,  



was opened by David Millspaw i n  1861. Millspaw 

operated t h i a  ranch throughout the  f 'reighting period, 

Thir teen miles west of t h e  ~ ~ I i l l s p a w  ISanch was located 

the  Deep-Well Ranob. This ranch was es tabl ished i n  

1865 by John Harris and A l f  Blue, two confederate 

s o l d i e r s  who had been captured during the  Civil. V a r  

and confined a t  Camp Dmglas near  Chicago, Upon 

being l i be ra t ed  at the  c lose  of h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  1865, 

they decided t o  cone west, They came by way of 

Nebraska Ci ty  and whan they reached Hamilton county, 

decided t o  s top  and set up a ranch, They b u i l t  a 

sod house and a barn whi& would accommodate 165 

horses,  I n  digging a well they found it necessary 

t o  go 65 f e e t  deep t o  g e t  an adequate supply of water, 

This gave the  ranoh i ts  name and i t  beaame very  

popular because there mas always a good supply of 

nure water. Mr. Harris sad hlr, Blue operated the  

Deep-Well Ranch f o r  two years arid then  abandoned it 

because of the  decrease i n  t r a f f i c  which began i n  

1867. P r a i r i e  Camp, a stage s t a t i o n  was opened i n  

1863. It w a s  located s i x  m i l e s  w e s t  of the ~ ~ i l l s p a w  

Ranch, 

The Deep-idell rZanch was loaated s i x  m i l e s  south and 

one mile west of the  present  town of Aurora. I n  a l e t t e r  

t o  the  Aurora Hepublican i n  1915, M r .  John Harris mentioned 

a ranch which was ca l l ed  the  John Brown kanch i n  t he  



ea r ly  days. He s ta ted  tha t  thier ranch w a s  located 

eleven miles west of t h e  Deep-Well Ranch. lkis 

location wauld place the John Erawn kanch i n  Hall  

county and t h i s  const i tutes  the only authentic 

knowledge vihich the writer has been able to  f ind 

i n  regard to  de f in i t e ly  established ranches i n  

e i t h e r  Hall  or Adam8 counties on the Nebraska City- 
20 

Port  Kearny T r a i l .  

Attempts were made to establiaah ranches on the 

south s ide  of the  P l a t t e  i n  Hall and Adams counties, 

pa r t i cu la r ly  by George Martin and Peter Campbell, 

but t h e  Indians were so  h o s t i l e  that the ranches had 
2 1  

t o  be abandoned. 

In  Kearny county there were two ranches which 

had t o  do with the Nebraska City-Fort Kearny l ' rai l .  

These were Valley City, or Dogtown, looated a t  the 

junction of the  Nebraska City-Fort Kearny and Oregon 
22 

Tra i l s  and the Ben Holladay Hanch, which was located 

20 Dale P. Stough, Histo of Hanilton and Cla +T h b l i  Counties, Vol, 1, p. 
Clarke Company, Chioago, 1921. 

a h e m  d. 
2 1  Johnsonts History og Nebraska, pp. 195, 368 and 

369. 
22 Hulbert, Crown Collection of Ida 8, No. 37. * This locat ion f o r  Dogtown is a so confirmed by a 

writ ten statement by J. G. &!asters of Omaha on 
May 2 ,  1931. On f i l e  a t  the  Nebraska S ta te  H i s t -  
o r i a a l  Society. 
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trio miles r e s t  of the fort. These Keamy county 

ranohes were placed in  t h i s  relationship t o  the 

for t  because the military reservation was ten 

milets ride an8 alvll isn se t t lemnt  within the re- 
84 

aervation nas not permi%ted, 

Ilhe old trail ranches were a l l  rather aruBe 

a r fe i r s   en compared to  the hotel aaaammoBations 

of the present day but they did service i n  the per- 

iod before any t o m a  were established i n  the Hebr- 

a s h  City-Fort Kearny Trail  territory. It requires 

no great streteh of the imagination t o  see i n  these 

ranehezs the oounterparts of our mottern tourist  c8mpa. 

The old ranches served a more v i t a l  purpose than 

tour is t  eautpi~ do because there sere no hotels i n  the 

early days t o  whfch the traveller might turn if  he 

did not l ike  the ranches, 

The se t t le rs  along the W a i l  found other means 

of makiag a lucrative inaoane aside from engaging 

ia the ranah or hotel business. Eggs sold readily 

23 S t q @ t o  - California, Root and C O I U M B ~ ~ Y ~  

Societ Colleation+, 

society a T#m, 
i d m . t o r i o a l  



a t  f i f t y  cents  a dozen and bu t t e r  at s i x t y  cents  

per  pound, Vegetables of a l l  kinds were i n  demand 

by the emigrants and f r e i g h t e r s  and brought good 
26 

pr ices ,  Grain of a l l  kinds and hay brought excel- 

l e n t  p r ices ,  The winter of 1863-4 w a s  an exceeding- 

l y  severe one and hay so ld  f o r  seventy-five d o l l a r s  
26 

per ton a t  Denver, Corn sold  repp la r ly  a t  For t  

Kearny and other  points  along the  t r a i l  at a very 

high pr ice ,  S e t t l e r a  along the Missouri r i v e r  made 

a good income by buying corn i n  their own neighbor- 

hood8 a t  about twenty-five cents  per  bushel and then 

s e l l i n g  i t  a t  For t  Kearny f o r  as much as f i v e  d o l l a r s  
27 

and s i x t y  cents  pa r  bushel, 

The f r e igh t ing  season l a s t e d  o rd ina r i l y  from 

Hay u n t i l  November, The t r a i n s  tn Denver made only 

two t r i p s  each season, A t r a i n  consieted of twenty- 

s i x  o r  more wagons eacrh oarrylng a load of f i v e  t o  

seven thousand pounds of mods, Eaoh wagon w a s  

25 Personal  interview with L, A, Simmons, Apr i l  15, 
1931, 

26 The Overland Stage t o C a l i f o r n i a  by Prank A, Root 
a n d v i l l i a m  Elaey Connelly, published by authors,  
Topeka, Kansas, 1901, 

27 Personal  interview w i t h  J. Be Westfal l  of College 
V i e w ,  J u l y  5, 1930, M r ,  Weatfal l  formerly l i v e d  
a t  Brownville and engaged i n  f r e igh t ing  by hauling 
corn t o  f o r t  Kearny. 



28 
drama by s i x  yoke or oxen or s ixmulese The 

freighting business from Nebraska City increased i n  

volume eaoh year u n t i l  1868. d census taken i n  1865 

as  t o  the amrnxat of trafficr westward f r o m  Eebraska 

Gfty shone& that  1,965 wagons, 7231 mulea, 50,712 

oxen and 8,385 men were being used t o  handle the 

business. me amount of goods transported nas 91, 

445,428 pawads, The custcuaary r a t e  t o  any point t o  

which only two t r i p s  could be mde per year was one 

dol lar  per hundred pounds per hundred miles. Winter 

ra tes  t o  Denver were train ten t o  twelve cents per 

polmil. The established r a t e  t o  Salt Lake City was 
29 

twenty~r-five aents per pound. 9rmble  w i t h  the In- 

&tans a U o  caused prices t o  increase, In 1864., the 

Indi a s  were part icular ly troublesome and f reighting 
30 

charges were more than twice the normal r a t e*  

In additron to  t h i s  great freighting business 

which passed over the road from Nebraska City t o  

Fort Kearny, there was an enormous volume of emigrant 

t raf f ic .  Pfoneers, who lived along the t r a i l  i n  the 

s ix t i e s  say that emigrant and f re ight  wagons were al-  

28 MS. by H.Mm1fe on f i l e  Mebr. S t ,  Eist. Soc. 
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ways In  sight during the season for taavel, In 

1866, General W, T, Sherman vis i ted  Fort Kearny 

an6 "observed that  there was a great deal  of t ravel  

by Fort Keamy. We fauna no t ra ins  of heavily 

loaded wagons on the north side of the P l a t t e  but 
32 

many migrants. It was not unusual fo r  f ive  hun(t- 

red heavily loaded w o n 8  t o  paas through Fort 

Kearny in  a slngle day. During a s i x  weeks perioil 

in the spring of 1865, s i x  thousand wagons passed 
as 

the tor t .  l o t  aU. of t h i s  t r d r l a  c- by wq.y or 

Nebraska City but *am the figures quoted above, 

f t c-an be readily seen tha t  a major portion of the 

Missouri r ive r  business pgssea over the Hsbraska 

City-Fort K e s r n y  B a i l .  Some authori t ies  estinlerte 

tha t  f u l l y  seventy-five per cent of the western 
34 

t r a f f f c  was passing over th i s  route by 1865, 

In t e rv im with L. A. Simmons, April 15, 1931. 
Society Collections, 

Root and Connelley, 

W ~ d r a s s  by Dr. A. H. Sheldon a t  Nursery H i l l ,  
Octob- 28, 193Q* 



Chapter 6 

HISTORICAL SIGT'JTTIFICmCE 03' TEX PTEX3ASU CIT'Y-  

FORT KUEtT TRAIL 

The purpose of this final chapter will be to 

show the part which the Nebraska City-Fort Kearny 

Trail played in the early history of Nebraska and 

the West, Its most outstanding contributions to 

the development of Nebraska would seem to lie in 

the fact that it penetrated into the very heart 

of the rich South Platte prairies and opened them 

up to settlement at a much earlier date than would 
1 

otherwise have been possible. As traffic over the 

trail increased, ranches were set up and people 

gathered 8.bout these ranches to engage in merchan- 

dising, blacksmithing and other lines of business. 

In this way, small settlements were formed and as 

emigrants came along, they selected land near those 

ranches, This geve them a certain mount of protect- 

ion against the Indians and afforded them opportunity 

for social contact with the other settlers. iGost of 

the larger ranches were d.esignated as post offices. 

They also carried limited stocks of groceries and 

other supplies if no other provision had been made 

1 Personal inter~iem xith Dr, A. X, Sheldon, May 9, 
1931, Also Nebraska mews, March 6, 1858. 



for meeting this need, Another factor which tended 

to expedite settlement was the opportunity which 

the settlers had for selling their produce to the 

freighters an& emigrants at fancy prfces, Most 

frontier settlers did not have opportunities like 

this, As a result many of them became discouraged 

and returned to their former hmes or sought more 
2 

f avorabke oondit ions in sane other locality, 

A second factor to be given consideration here 

is the immense amount of' money and other types of 

wealth which came into the South Platte territory 

as a result of the freighting and migrant traffic, 

Thousands of mean were employed by the freighting 
3 

companies and stage coach lines at luorative wages. 

Thousands of dollars were also spent at Nebraska City 

and other points along the trail for equipment and 
4 

stock to be used in the overland traffic, Many of 

the settlers also made good incomes by engaging in 
5 

the freighting business on a limited basis. All of 

2 Personal interview sith L. A, Simmons, Apr,15, 1931. 
3 Overland Stage to California, BoOte and Connelley, 

.-u 
p ,455 * 

4 Nebraska State Hist, Publioation, Vol. 20, pp.296, 
323, Advertisement in Rebrcsska News, Apr.28, 1858. 

5 Personal interview with J, B, Vestfall, July 5,1930, 



these things combined made the South Platte region 

prosperous and many people came into the territory 
6 

to share in its prosperity. 

Another way in which the Nebraska City-Fort 

Kearny Wail influenced the early history of Nebr- 

aska was in the political field. By penetrating the 

South Platte territory and opening it up to settlement 

before the North Platte territory was settled, the 

South PLaete country gained the sscenda~cy in voting 

strength and held it until 1900. In 1860 the popula- 

tion south of the Platte was 16,284 as compared to 

11,594 for the North Platte region. For 1870 the 

South Platte region had 71,343 and the North Platte 

region had 48,041, In 1880 the figures were South 

Platte 271,503; Nor%h Platte, 171,353, Tbe corres- 

ponding figures for 1900 were South Platte, 510,555; 
7 

Morth Platte, 555,884, 

It is thus seen that the South Platte country 

held the political balance in Nebraska for a period 

of approximately forty years and these were the 

years in which our cons%itution, political practices 

6 Personal interview with A. E. Sheldon, Thy 7,1931. 
7 Census figures taken from Nebraska Blue Book for 

1901, pp. 163-165. Printed by State Journal Company, 
1901. 



and i n s t i t u t i o n s  were being developed, 

Probably the beat concrete example of the ea r ly  

p o l i t i o a l  ascendancy of: the South P l a t t e  t e r r i t o r y  is 

found i n  the sap i to l  removal controversy, Shortly 

a f t e r  Nebraska w a s  admitted t o  the Union i n  1867, a 
8 

session of the l eg i s l a tu re  was called and the prin- 

c ipa l  question which came before t h e  mesltbers was 

t h a t  of removing the eapi to l  from Omaha to some point 

i n  e i t h e r  Seward or  Lanoaster counties or i n  the south 

half' of Butler or  Saunders countieer. %hen the vote 

was taken the measure carried by a vote of eight t o  

f i v e  i n  the Senate and by a vote of Wmty-f ive t o  four- 

teen i n  the House, In  t h e  Senate t h e  vote  was cas t  

e n t i r e l y  on the basis of residence north or south of 

the P la t te .  No senator who l ived south of that r i v e r  

voted t o  leave the capi to l  a t  Omaha, and no senator 

who l ived north of the P l a t t e  voted f o r  removal. In  

the House, one man, who l ived south of the P l a t t e ,  

voted t o  leave the capi to l  a t  Omaha, while f i v e  who 

l ived north of the  P l a t t e  voted fo r  removal, Ibfr. 

Hoile of 13ichardson county was the South  P l a t t e  man 

who voted against removal. Yi .  Slader, K r .  Unthank, 

M r .  Beebe, I&, Morton and Senator Davis were the 

8 Morton, Eis tor  of Nebraska &Albert Yatkins, Vol. 3,  
pp , 8, 9 ' d l ~ * - e r n  mbli sh ing Company, 
Lincoln, 1@. 



North P l a t t e  men who voted f o r  removal. Charges of 

corruption were made aga ins t  a l l  o f  these  men except 

3eebe and ldorton, Zr. Taoile was accused of s e l l i n g  

h i s  vote f o r  $500.00, and the three North P l a t t e  

men mere accused of being o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Gorthern 

i\;ebraska A i r  Line ;jailroad Company which had r ecen t ly  

been given seventy-five sect ions  of land by the  l eg ia -  
9  

l a tu re .  The same l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  which located the 

c a p i t a l  a t  Lincoln a l so  provided f o r  l oca t ing  the  

un ivers i ty  and college of agr icu l tu re ,  pen i ten t ia ry ,  

esld o ther  public  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  o r  near the  e a p i t a l  
10 

c i t y *  Besides the  c a p i t a l ,  un ivers i ty  and col lege  

of ag r i cu l tu re ,  and the pen i ten t ia ry ,  t h e  following 

s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were located south of the P l a t t e  

r i v e r  between the  years  1867 and 1891: Peru i ,omal ,  
11 12 

1867; asylum fo r  the insane, a t  Lincoln, 1868; 
13 

asylum f o r  the incurably insane, a t  bas t ings ,  1887; 

school f o r  the  b l ind,  a t  Nebraska C i t y ,  1885; i n s t i -  - - 

15 
t u t e  f o r  t h e  feeble-minded, a t  Beatr ice,  1885; and 

1 6  
the  i n d u s t r i a l  school for g i r l s ,  a t  Geneva, 1891. 

9 Morton, of Nebraska by Albert Watkins, 

10 Ibid- Vole 3, p e 8 .  
11 m . 3 5 .  
1 2  76~a6;29. 
13 T6fa.,217, 
14 EW!Easka Blue Book 1901-1902, g.  375, 
15 T5TCXT.- - 



During t h i s  period only three state i n s t i t u t i o n s  

were looated north of the  P l a t t e  r iver ,  These were 
17 

the  school for  Deaf at  Omaha i n  1869, the indus t r i a l  
18 

school f o r  toys  a t  Kearny i n  1881 and the Asylum f o r  
19 

the insane a t  N o ~ f o l k  i n  1885, Here agqin i s  seen 

the  ascrendaney of the South P l a t t e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  e a r l y  

Nebraska Boliticerl a f fa i r s .  

The pa r t  which the  Nebraska City-Fort Kearny 

Trail played i n  the development of the  t e r r i t o r y  west 

of Nebraska lies primarily i n  the f a c t  tha t  it afforded 

tbe shor tes t  route from the Missouri r i v e r  t o  Fort  

Kearny i n  both tdme and distance. The road f t a e l f  

was much b e t t e r  then any of the  other t r a i l s  because 

it had p rac t i ca l ly  no sand and it had no la rge  streams 

whioh were not adequately bridged. Because of the  

shor te r  distance and the excellent road bed, it was 

pogsible t o  t r a v e l  much fasear i n  going t o  Denver and 

other western points than was possible on the  other  

t r a i l s ,  !Phis not only expedited passenger t r a f f i c  

but it a lso  made it possible f o r  the b e t t e r  f re ight ing  

o u t f i t s  t o  make ex t ra  t r i p s  and t o  haul l a rge r  loads, 

The extra  goods brought i n t o  the western country i n  



t h i s  way made it possible t o  ~ u s t a i n  a greater population 

&nd hastened the pemztmnent settlement of the Vest, 

R h e ~  the Union Pacifio railroad was bui l t  across 

Nebraska and on t o  the Pacific Coast i n  1869, it was no 

lnnger profitable to  transport goods an& pnssengers into 
20 

the l a s t  by means or wagons and stage coacrhes, The 

great freighting firms axld stage czaadk oompanies Wth- 

-en their equipaent fropa serviee an& the old t r a i l s  

were abandoned. 

5 e  Mebrash City-Far* Kearny Trail  oontinued t o  

be used as a high-way by emigrants adl s e t t l e r s  u n t i l  

abcmt 1873. By th i s  time the terr i tory  was ~ e o o m l q  

so well set t led that  t ra f f ic  was toroed to  follow the 
21 

section lines. A t  various places along She old t r a i l ,  

evidence af its existence can still be seen, This i e  

particularly true a t  the old fords a t  S a l t  Creek in 

Lancaster wunty, At Camden on the North Blue i n  Sewara 

county an8 at the old Beaver Grossing s%te in  Seward 

county. Deep ruts aoann~llloratire or the OM t r a i l  can 

also be plainly s e a  in  stme of the rough unbroken 

prai r ie  land i n  the western part of Lancaster county. 

Farther restt;, the land is more gently rol l ing and it 

has all been converted to agricrultural purposes. No 

20 Over3.and Stam to 
May 21, 1931, 21 m w  w i t h  s. 



definite signs of the old trail now appear in this 
22 

territory, fin Lancaster county the trail followed 

an almost due east and west line along the southern 

boundary of township nine throughout nearly the en- 

tire distance across the county, This constitutes 

the only part of the Nebraska City-Fort Kearny Cut- 

Off wh ch was ever graded and improved for roaa pur- 
k3 

poses. The rest of this magnifioant pioneer high- 

way has been aefinitely obliterated by the advance 

of the frontier, the plow or the husbandman and the 

ravages of time. 

22 The writer an8 1Vlr, L, A, Simmons have visited 
most of the accessible points along this trail 
during the past twelve month8 and the statements 
regarding present day evidenoes of the old trail 
are the rsault of personal obs~mations. These 
statements are also eonfimed by Dr. b.E.Sheldon. 

23 Interviews with L. A, Simmons and Dr. A, E. Sheldon, 
May 21, 1031. 
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