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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION

COVER SHEET

SUBJECT: GROUCHO MARX
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THE BEST COPY OR COPIES
OBTAINABLE ARE INCLUDED IN THE
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FILM/MICROFICHE HARD COPY.
PAGES INCLUDED THAT ARE
BLURRED, LIGHT OR OTHERWISE
DIFFICULT TO READ ARE THE
RESULT OF THE CONDITION OF THE
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LA 100-46665

Confidential sources, for whom T symbols are d signated.
herelnafter, are of known reliability unless otherwise stated.

The 1950 1ssue of the International Motion Picture
Almanac identifies subject as JULIUS MARX, professional name
GRAUCHO MARX, one of the well known Marx Brothers, all of whom
were born in New York City. GRAUCHO MARX, as he is best known
to the public, was born in New York on October 2, 1895. His
brothers are LEONARD (CHICO), ARTHUR (HARPO), and ZEPPO MARX.
Thelr first stage experience was in a vaudeville with their
mother and aunt, and were known as "Six Musical Mascots." Later
they toured as the'Four Nightingales," and finally as the "Four
Marx Brothers." They are all musicians of note. GRAUCHO MARX
1s rated as one of the best guitar players in the country and
also plays the plano, mandolin, and harp., HARPO gets hils name
from playing the harp, and also plays the piano, flute, and
trombone. CHICO 1s an artist at the plano, but he 1is also
accomplished with cornet, zither, and violin. Brother ZEPPO
plays the saxaphone, piano, cello, and flute. .: .

GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brothers, has starred
in a number of motlon picture productions including' Paramount
£ilms, "The Coconuts," "Anlmal Crackers," "Monkey.Business"
{1932), "Horse Feathers" (1933), and "Duck Soup": (1935).

Brother ZEPPO quit acting and opened the Zeppo Marx
Agency in Hollywood during the 1930's; and thereafter, GRAUCHO,
CHICO, and HARPO appeared in "A Night at the Opera" produced by
MGM. 1In 1937 GRAUCHO collaborated on a screen play entitled
"The King and the Chorus Girl" produced by Warner Brothers.
In 1936 GRAUCHO, CHICO, and HARPO made a .ilm "A Day at the
Races" for MGM. Other film productions in which the Marx
Brothers have appeared have been "Room Service" for RKO in 1938,
and "At The Circus" for MGM in 1938. In 1940 they made "Go West"
for MGM, More recent pictures have been "Night in Casablanca,”
"lLove Happy," and "Copacabana." :

In regard to GRAUCHO MARX's background, the following
appears in the Dally Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper,
issue of May 23, 1934, in a column about MARX by EMANUEL

EISENBERG:

"GRAUCHO MARX is of working class origin: His
father was an Eastslde tallor, and his mother sewed in
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sweat shops. Once GRAUCHO worked with:a vaudeville troupe
called the Leroy Trio; he rgi@¥yed $57 week for soprano
singing (he was then 13), X 1é, stranded, he

took a Jjob driving a grocery W
Cripple Creek 1ln Colorado at $3%4 wedk,
one of the most diverting entertainers™n America. He
nas never forgotten his origin--and“Gi® nonsense containg,
as manyv have felt, considerable satire®ind passionate
hrusts at contemporary society." % '

EMPLOYMENT

GRAUCHO MARX is currently the star of a weekly radio
and television show over NBC Wa};z "You Befe Your Life" sponsored
by the Desoto-Plymouth Dealergn- .8.-8how 1g produced and is
broadcast weekly from Hollywood. el Y u »

RESTDENCE - L2 D

According toﬁ GRAUCHO MARX ré&ides at 806 North
Foothill Road, Beverly 8, Callfornia L
ol * = %?’ M §‘€§?~>

‘$‘-Thé Same source djivises that MAR® gas ‘a business

address of 1150 South Beveriy Drive, Los Angeles, telephone -

x

CR 46001, 5 B 4
: ‘. omfg -1~ 2
IDENTIFICATION RECORD I A5 2 U o

L 2077 03 e 2
According to records of the Federal District Court,
Los Angeles, GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brother CHICO, were
indicted and convicted in November, 1937, for violation of the
Copyright law. They were sentenced to pay axfine of $1,000 and
be committed to jail until paid. i

v f T
COMMUNIST AFFILIATIONSQ;

$4t1al informants who betwee
goinformation regarding the &U.
T L%
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Communist Party membershigvof Los Angeles County for some ten '
years between 1937 and 1947, advised that at no time have they 2
had any reliable evidence that GRAUCHO MARX was a member of or ~k’f’
a contributor to the Communistparty#who was particularly b7 ) i
well acquainted with the membership o ~Communlst Partyfs ¥ ° .
Motion Picture Section in Hollywood during the early 1940ts, I
. advised that UCHO MARX was unever known to be a Party member
in Hollywoodw 4 A S o ’

1D advised that during theme‘was a member

of the_ Nist Party's Motion Pictu in Hollywood

) e never had any reason or information to believe

iy HO MARX was affiliated with the Party or gsympathetic

-+ to 4t, Informant recalls: that MARX, ‘along with a great many'-
. other Hollywood film personalities of that period, was probably
:affiliated 1n one way or another with various so-called mass - : '
;organizations in which the Party had an interest. It is infor- - :
‘mant's recollection also that MARX . gaszanoiair Besuch . - p1cC
writers in the film industry as s
informant pointed oy Qat prs T ;

members of the Comminist" Farvcy, but whethel MART WAB 2wWa e of . -
that fact, informant did not know. 'Informant reiterated that he -
personally is sure that MARX was never a member of the . Communist
Party, and informant is likewise sure that he, informant, would -
have known or at least heard about it had MARX-been a member. -
Informant added that, based on his own past experience and infor-

mation concerning the Communist Party in Hollywood, auy allega- L
tion that MARX was a member or 1s a contributor to the Comm t . DT
Party is not based on any fact of which informant is aware, A

< ..~ It is noted that the cumulative index to publications

.. of the Committee on Un-American Activities, U, .S, House of = - Lo '
o Represeptatives,_released'1n,January;ﬂ1953,’dga3not'contain any - - o E
.. reference to GRAUCHO MARX, ' .. - = 70 o o 0 n R
.7 .. .The complete lndeX of:all reports-of the California’ . - =~ . |\ .
- - State Committee on Un-American Activities from its inception dn 7 o 7
'f’194q, likewise contains no reference to GRAUCHO MARX, ' Lo

S m Motion Picturem e | C

- form mber o e Communist Party in Hol ) R

and advised that he never knew or S

name connected with the Communist Party.
: o

‘: ‘- 1" - . SE SO :‘:'.:,-,

R PP
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that, based on his own experience and knowledge of the'Commu ist
Party 1in Hollywood, there is no foundation within his knowledge ,
fortany allegation that MARX 1S or has been a member of the -2

-y of the Communist Party of Los Aungeles
Count 0 and assigned to the Hollywood Section
from a ed that he never knew or had any infor-
mati at CHO MARX was. a member of or sympathetic to the
Communist Party, , o S

Party; however, it is information that MARX was affiliated

in one way or another Several Communist Party front organi-

. zations during the 1940's, as will be set out in more detail
subsequently herein. . i :

L' ' who has been connected with ﬁhé film '-1ndusti'y. in
Hollywoo or and was a former member - the Communist
Party's Motion

‘M:dvised that he had no information or evidence
that GRAUCHO MARX was eiiglan actual member of the Communist

cture Section betwee fan > had no.
information to indicate that GRAUCHO MARX has beenaffiliated

with the Party, -

| | | and a member of‘thé Comﬁun1st Party
in Hollywood up to 18 personally acquainted with GRAUCHO
MARX and states that he has never been a Communist Party member

as far as informant is aware characterizes MARX as not as
politically conscious as his brother HARPO is, and that in some .
respects GRAUCHO 1s a very naive person and an individual who is
easily moved emotionally. Informant rates HARPO MARX as a , -
Emsiderably smarter individual politically, but states that

oth -HARPO and GRAUCHO are definitely anti~-Communist at}thq-.

resent time, in informant's estimation, . . o

rOmg!iiiﬁE Info oWig 8" G
pers e of GRAUCHO » and states that so far-as e

"1nformant is aware, MARX has. unever been affiliated with or
- Informant recalls that.in.

-interested in the Communi
g AL nterested i

st Party.
194 ™ at

¥as st a Party. member at that time, althou
band had' dropped out;cf,the Party. . If anyone had-been b

-

-5~
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to join the Communist Party,
»  Iaformant recalls that
' -attend
, one
USA,_at.the time, .

he was horrified:over
A Informant advises

¥y on the .subject of

he has ever said

able to influence GRAUCHO MA
would have b

, _ . . A
the Communist Party and that everything ‘
indicates that not only has he never been affiliated with it but

it

¢
D

o

| has no sympathy for the Party, Informant stated that undoubtedly - .
* GRAUCHO MARX was 1n the past tied up with one or wmore ofﬁthe.mass"_'

4 organizations in Hollywood in which . the Communist Party was -

- interested 1f ' not instrumental in organizing.' Informant pointed |

: out, however,:that most of these organizations were designed as
. Communist fronts and that a great wmany people’ in Hollywood were
; members of or otherwise affiliated with them, who were not mem-
; bers of the Communist Party4di‘;\ A

JARX was never a me

mber of the Communist Party,
informant v{tas awaredé,\) Co :.-' S

» former member of ) Fin the Commun .t
Pa ig Hollywood during th as well a
n an organization strohgly Influenced by th

f

i

{ ommunlist Party, had no information regarding GRAUCHO &IAfJ('s ‘
5 LW
!

|

alleged interest or sympathy in the~Communist‘£arty.

s

- rated GRAUCHO MARX as an "extreme left-winger.”

- A B il v b P TR P AN Y T et —

. Wwas_no a member of the c°mm“n15t.PartY“but'thqt‘he-appeareﬁ\to

n Hollywood:

| q former member of the Comminist Party 1"@ :
advised in October, 1952, during an account of his exper a8 .

a Communist Party member, recalled.that he b met,GRAUCHOﬂMARx;»,_,:;f"~‘5~'i
-at _several Progressive Party functions i uring 1948, - - . . 0o
Informant never saw MARX at a;Comtunist Pa eting but stated - .

}

':that from the general: tenor of MARX'S.rémafks;ghéljinformant,’ oo

of uninown reliability, who w‘a* -
nd assoclated with GRAUCHO MARX for a number. ol years - . .
advises that in so far as informant was aware, MARX ._3 -
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be sympathetic thereto. Informant bases this on the recollec-
tion that MARX was an avid reader of such publications as "New
Republic” and "The Nation," and tried to get informant interested

in sueh reading material. Informant had no informatian that
MARX ever contributed money to the Communist Partyzidg‘

”who is
is active iIn the in

Hollywood at the presen me, advisge a UCHO MARX 1s not'
a member of this organization and has never been referred to by

the leaders of the organization in such a8 way as tq indicate that
he is a friend of or sympathetic to this group.G*,%a)

of arty but

Bdvises that he has no evidence that GRAUCHO MARX
g | ber ¢ b art

pla : ife
a8 member of the Party, accordin ion,whic

considers reliable. Informant had no in mation, however
whether GRAUCHO MARX is aware o“afi‘inations.

ACTIVITIES

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS (NCFDFP)

The NCFDPP has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

The Dailly Worker, Communist news organ in New York City,
in its issue of May 23, 1934, page 5, carried a column by
EMANUEL EISENBERG under the caption "GRAUCHO MARX on MOONEY ,
USSR, and Political Prisoners.”

The write-up was the result of the author's having

- visited GRAUCHO MARX in New York to ask him to appear at the

June Jamboree which the NCFDPP was to hold on June 1 (1934%) at
138th Street and Tth Avenue, New York City. The jamboree was
being held for the benefit of the organization's campalgn for
recognlition of the status of political prisoners. It stated
that MARX immedlately accepted the invitation to appear at the
Jamboree to help in the campaign.

-7 -




.,

LA 100-46665

The artlcle thereafter quoted GRAUCHO MARX on a
number of subjects and 1issues.

In regard to TOM MOONEY, the imprisoned labor leader,
MARX 1s quoted as stating, "I have always considered the
imprisonment of TOM MOONEY an outrage. There's absolutely no
question 1n my mind that he's innocent....If it wasn't for
political reasons he would have been released years ago."

In regard to the Scottsboro defendants, MARX is quoted
in the article as stating, "The battle of the Communists for the
lives of those boys 1s one that will be taught in Soviet America
as the most inspiring and courageous battle ever fought. It will

- be a red letter day on the calendar. It will be what Bunker Hill

is to the modern textbooks."

: Commenting on the Soviet Union, the article quotes
MARX as stating, "You know, that's a wonderful country they have
there, Everybody expected it to fail. But its been going on for
something like 16 years now--so I guess its a success! My - ‘
brother HARPO was there a few months ago at the request of the
covernment and he came back with great reports. You. know, they
tave no unemployment there at all. I wish we cculd say the same

hé‘I’e 0 "
"NEW DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"

EUGENE LYONS, author and publisher, in a book entitled
"Red Decade," deals with the activity of the Communist Party and
particularly its front organizations in Hollywood and elsewhere
during the 1930's. With reference to the above organization,
LYONS! book states:

"Oonly Hollywood could have doped this one out...
The declaration called for nothing less than the immediate
breach of all economic relations with Germany. Nearly
all Hollywood clamored for the honor of signing, for the
most part nelther knowing nor caring that it was at
bottom another Communist fund raising and propaganda
stunt. Unluckily, only 56 had signed the original
document in 1776, wherefore no more could endorse the
new one. Among the lucky ones to rate as Hollywood
Hancocks were...."
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The book thereafter lists a large number of Hollywood
persoualities inecluding GRAUCHO MARX wha allegedly signed the
"New Declaration of Independence.,"

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS

The League of American Writers has been designated by
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450,

In June, 1942, the Hollywood Chapter of League of
American Writers issued a card advertising a function to be
sponsored by this organization at the Hotel Roosevelt in
Hollywood on June 12, 1942, This announcement card stated that
the program would include an analysis of humor and the war, and
that among the speakers would be GRAUCHO MARX,

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF.

- The Fourth Report (1948) of the California Legislative
Committee on Un-American Activities, on page 357. characterizes
“he Russian War Relief as "in every respect a s:tellite front of
ipne Communist Party and.,..not an organization similar to the
fmerican Red Cross." I

"News Letter,”" Volume 1, No. 3, published by the
Southern California Division of Russian War Relief, Ine., dated
August 1, 1942, carriled an article advertising that the Musiec
Commlittee of the Hollywood Committee of Russian War Relief held
a Shostakovich Concert on Sunday, July 19, 1942, 3nd that among
those present were GRAUCHO MARX among other motion picture film
personalities,

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN-
SOVIET FRIENDSHIP (NCASF)

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, as nas
also been its predecessor organization American Council on Soviet

Relations,

b p1D ' |
obtained from the Executive Secretary of the
Los Angeles Council of American-Soviet Friendship in July, 1943,

a copy of an open letter to the American people which had been
put out by the American Council on Soviet Relations. This 1etteﬂ§“&£}

-9 - b
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offered suggestions as to how to further American-Soviet friend-
ship, and contained a contribution form. This letter purported

to be signed by a large number of people, among ,them being many

Hollywood personalities including GRAUCHO MARX rs

"NEW MASSES"

According to Congressional Record, September 24, 1942,
page 7688, "New Masses" is characterized as a "Communist
Periodical” by the then Attorney General of the United States,
FRANCIS BIDDLE, br 7D

In 194deised that an art auction for the
benefit of "New Mass was held July 13--15, 1943, at 8524
Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood. One of the guest auctioneers at this

event on July 16 of that year was to p AUCHO MARX along with
several other Hollywood personalities% )

HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE (HDC)

The 1948 Report o the California Leg“slative Committee.
on Un-Amerlcan Activities ~nharacterizes HDC as “»llows: "This -

~sommunist front grew out of a series of fronts d2signed to entrap -

“ollywood's innocents in the motii? p?cture industry."
1 7D

According ‘co?RAUCH'O MARX was among a list of
sponsors of a mass mee sored by the Radio Division of
HDC in the spring of 1944.@\'3

An advertisement clipping from "veriety" trade paper
for the entertaiument industry, in its 1ssue of liay 12, 1944,
announced that a mass meeting sponsored by the Radio Division of
HDC would be held May 12, 1944, to hear political issues
discussed. Among the sponsors of this event was GRAUCHO MARX
along with a2 number of other radio and screen personalities.

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (JAFRC)

The JAFRC has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to bEi:ecbu{,éve Order 10450.

According to’as part of the campaign put on by
the National JAFRC organization in 19%4, the Hollywood Branch of
JAFRC secured a number of names to support a campaign to secure >

- 10 -~
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the release of JESUS HERNANDEZ TOMAS and his retinue who were
belng held in Seattle, Washington, by the State Department.
They were en route from the USSR to Mexico. TOMAS had been the
Minister of Educatlon in Spain during the Spanish Revolution,
after which he went to the USSR, According to informant,
GRAUCHO MARX was one of the ve mentioned signers along with
other Hollywood film people &(\KS

HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION
FOR DEFENSE (HWM)

Hollywood Writers Mobillization for Defense has been
designated by ttr.e Attorney General of the United States pursuant
to Executive Order 1C450. According to information fromﬁ
HWM held a meetlng oif its Executive Councll on Marech 13, .
Among other things discussed at this meetlng was a report on
radio activities, particularly regarding a radlo workshop. .
According t HWM clazimed to have organlzed an Advisory
Committee pledged to cooperate in a radio series dealing with the
Atomic Bomb., On this Advisory Commlttee was GKAUCHO MARX along
with a number pf other prorinent motion picture actors and
actresses.(i(\)), ‘

, . _Tn_this counnectioa, it is noted thatm b
and a member o e omm
arty at tha me as has been neretofore noted'mas no

information, however, that GRAUCHO MARX was ever a member of the
Communist Partymi\b |

HOLLYWOOD INDEPCNDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE
OF ARTS, SCIENCES, AND PROFESSIONS (HICCASP)

The HICCASP is characterized on page 51 of the 1948
Report of the Californla Legislative Committee on Un-American
Activities as one of a number of organizations which were
controlled and directed by Communists.

- i

mp.in 1946 described HICCASP as probably the most
effective instrument of the Communist Party in the Southem
California area at that time since it had succeeded the Hollywood
Democratic Committee. Informant reported that there had been
some withdrawale from the HICCASP membership in 1945, following

h%

L.
p 1P

exposures of the Communlst Party's relatlons to the USSR and that E

country's attitude toward other nations. To make up for these

) 11 ) errie M-
R R, W
Eb?@i E% T
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resignations, according to’a number of Hollywood peorlle
were added to the eﬁrtive ouncil of HICCASP, and among these

was GRAUCHO MARX
lBcrAUCHO MaRX and two of nis brothers
3 r more to

LA 100-45555

According t
were among thos O
HICCASP betwee

COMMITTEE FOR THE FIRST AMENDMENT

The California Committee on Un-American Activities, in
its 1948 Report on page 210, identifies the Committee for the
First Amendment as "a recently created Communist front in the
defense of Communists and Communist fellow travelers. Its
lmmedlate purpose is to create favorable public opinion for the
Communists who refuse to testify (in October, 1947) before the
House Committee on Un-American Activities in VWashington, D, C."

The "Peoples World," Communist news organ for the
West Coast, in its Los Angeies edition for OctobLer 29, 1947,
page 3, column ‘1, carries au article under the caption, “More
relebrities Join Defense Group, Denounce Film Incdustry Inquisi-
¥ion," The article thereafter stated that GRAUCHO MARX Was among
&n expanded list of actors, writers, directors, and others in the
Hollywood film industry released by the Committee for First
Amendment; that the Committee condemned the attempt by the
House Committee on Un-American fctivitles to smear the motion
plcture industry, and that "any investigation into political
beliefs of the individual is contrary to the basic principles of

democracy,"

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS (CRC)

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order

10450,
According to’\n 1949, GRAUCHO MARX of 9437 Santa
Monica Blvd., Beverly H S, California, was carried on the

mailing lisﬂc at Los Angeles. The same information was

furnished b who, however, pointed out that the appearance
of the indivldual!s name on a mailing list of CRC or any other
front organization did not of itself indicate membership in or

sympathy with the organization.

- 12 -
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AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY (AYD)

The AYD has been designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
) b2 b1d
according to@iiiFin 1948 GRAUCHO MARX of 710 North
Hillecrest, Beverly Hills, California, was among those who had

been se invitation to attend an "FDR Rally" sponsored by
the AYIY,

MISCELLANEQUS

The "Daily Worker," Communist news organ on the East

Coast, in its lssue of February 9, 1939, carried an article under

the caption "Lift Embargo Say Screen Stars." The article there-
after includes the photographs of. a number of motion picture
actors and actresses, including that of GRAUCHO MARX,. According
to the article, all of these were for lifting the embargo on the
Spanish Government. ‘ Co

_ The "Peoples World," Communist periodical for the West
- Znast, in 1ts issue of April 25, 1945, page 2, column 4, carried
2 news item from San Francisso, California, under the caption
'Antl Franco Forces Open Office in SF." GRAUCHO MARX was
ladicated in the article as active in a new committee called

Friends of the Spanish Republic, which had been formed to insure

that no recognition should be accorded to the Franco Goverament
at the United Nations Conference.

VTN
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res

Los

3:15 AM, Novewmber ;
Los Angeles Office and furnished e dnformatlonl attributed to

in

SN _1

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

he 0 Jec L GRAUCHT TR AT A D OO Lo 1T

t, 1953,

he foregoing detadlsg . 3} _yhat _anneared to be

the contact wag that

Bpecifically stated
et y not be disclosed, Indices of the

eles Office -o a0t roflect any previous reference to -
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

® o,

Date of Activity Agent to File Number
Identity And/or Description  Date whom: where
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located
e ;;;‘ Z,
Alleged coutribu- ¥
tion to Cp 1 ¢
46665-1 W
LAY
CP records 100-23933- v
etal -

lldecease!!
“ CP records

-CP records

Negative as to
CP membership

-

n

e
=

n

100-18874-1
: ~etal and 1Al

- - tal
‘ 1004456654

-

u n n

1] 114 (14
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UG
Date of Activity ’ ' Agent. to File Number
Identity ‘ And/or Description Date whom where
of Source of Information ‘Received Furnished Located

100-15732-
2790; Chi-
cago letter

Negative as to Orally
;P membership
' to Seattle
dated 12/1/

ASP membership ' "Orally
negative . -

. 100-7690-74
re ext contact by SAQm 1943 with p. 35
Executive Secretary NCASF, Lo geles, ,

o ' _HDC 100-18355-
| ' 1B8-1, p.47
2 JAFRC 100-3514-137
HICCASP 100-18355-
262, p.3

4 LT i .
RIS, W A
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Identity
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Date of Activity

Agent to
And/or Description . Date whom
of Information Received Furnished
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Director, FBI ’ \ December 1, 1053
F SRR th AR A CONTAIRED
S :3'."" "-“"”"lED
SAC, Los Angeles (100- A6065) ht' S el S HOWN
OT_HEE". viS

JULIUS H. MARX, wa, Graucho Marx
SECURITY MATTER - C
(00 Los Angeles)

Flve copies of report of S 2/1/53, |.4C.
Los Angeles, are enclosed herewlith, ates L?
the pertinent information contained in the Los Angeles files
concerning GRAUCHO MARX, together with results of a check of
all available confidential sources who would logically have /
been in a position of knowling or hearing of the affiliation, [

if any, of GRAUCHO MARX with the Coumunist Party. !

redication is based on receipt, by Los Angeles

from an Diego Office, of a copy of a routine report

dated Auc st 17, 1953, from a confidential 1nfomant,
Anongother set out ip th Tafeva

oned  ths

O Augus d-CRAUCHO
MARX contributes heav JuEuniIst rarey. Jglowever,

the ut no additiol a 113 or the bhasis upon
whic sed his statement

San Diego was requested to recontact”
2lly for additional details and the ba
3llegation,” Results of the recontact revealed
no" Part i latalls of value upon which to base an evalua-
tion of information., A copy of San Diego letter
to Los Angeles datéd October 12, 1953, setting out regults
of the reoontact is enclosed for the Bureau's flle,

Reference 13 made to the aduministrative section

erring to a telephone call received
RAUCHO MARX, Unless the DBureau

rsonal contact 13 being made with
DECIASSIFIED BY ¢22670LS/4CE

a
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10/26/55

RE: CP, USA, DISTRICT # 13
SAN DIEGO DIVISION
IS-C

INFORMATION USED FROM THIS MEMO SHOULD BE CAREFULLY PARAPHRASED SO AS
TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE INFORMANT, i

S - o o
e past, telephonically cont-—

Conf:.dent:.al Informants

have f information in
acted SA n 10/25/55, Information furnished will be
submitt em in report form later. @a

Badvised the informant was told kn

advised that

Hop249/
éozw«/ 45/5’C£W
nscu.ssé;}zg ¥ ;‘f

6s —/C
/ac/ Véé 5%/



1icPg

2 : advised that

b'lj) Fio the Commrist Party in the Stateg

¢ advised Wilosiatepefigppeared fantastic to the informant and the
b" . informmant

as the source of the

information, oy
L ;,

Nirther stated that
23l enbi fvd ne. GROUCHO MARX as a member o e

_ hs saying that MARX is not ope
la CP member befiuse of his posi ion, but he is in fact a

i ated no further information was elicited fros
N/ :

L3N .
IR
C\j_;‘;a 1/

PSR




oo TRes

Date. 11-1-55

MATICY cmmmzn
LT SSIFIED

ed 10-2/~55 was reéél;édﬂg‘J
om Confldentlal Tnformaqf

The or171nal report ‘s filed as

4I>
p The contents of this report have not heen discussed with
} the informants. The matter will be discussed with them on tiie occasion
of the next contact and additional information obtained will be rfade

a matter of record in a supplemsntal report and memorandum. (R
. W™ &

e infornauts reporte
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aS |ay:ng GRIICHO HARX is a cominunist, bu
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cannot be active becalse-oh
the CP in 29,64
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RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES

Orally / //J c/ By Telephone Written Communication

te date date
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‘/’ ) *
C . <7
: b/§(<',f_.( gé C e s

Information furnished from File,%erial, and Page Number;

/((c' .. (/( ( Z S’ - (,

T "“

Information furnished_ was obtained:
[Ed/uring course of Bureau investigation
{3 from informants

3 from complainants or other sources

Informatién furnished to: /Z‘(/(a/ /L*C’T'//((z‘{b

<9/
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1. 2 photostatic copies of page from 5/23/3l "Dailey Worker". (12/18/53)

EVIDENCE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.

ALL ?5?0”'\\” ," YFAINED
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8 S.{s'gsz\é._ 1’

v T .epﬁ 5/‘643 /{_
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~ sUBJECT: JULYUS H. MARX, wa. Grauchd Marx
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/ D}HE 6r REVIDN_ YRS g — b7

4/ Five coples of report of SAPLE/:L/S_’),
, Los Angeles, are enclosed herewith. This report incorporates

the pertinent information contained in the Los Angeles flles
‘ concerning GRAUCHO MARX, together with results of a checlr of
- all available confidential sources who would logically have
been in a position of knowing or hearing of the aflfiliationm,

, if any, of GRAUCHOC MARX with the Communist Party.
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wa. Graucho Marx )
Dol

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: RLzX YA/
SubjJect 1s radio and TV comedian currently starring in TV show
"You Bet Your Life" sponsored by DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers over
NBC. Rank and file member of Communist Party (CP), San Diego
County, recently remarked to confidential informant that GRAUCHO
MARX contributes heavily to CP; however, original source gave no
basis for this allegation. Los Angeles informants familiar with
CP activity in Hollywood motion picture and radio fndustry
throughout 1940's state MARX was never affiliated with CP and
never a so far as

9 Yy
e as g, e battle of the Communists for
the lives of these boys (Scottsboro defendants) is one that will
be taught in Soviet America as the most inspiring and courageous
battle ever fought."” Subject reported to have been affiliated or
otherwise interested in varying degrees during 1940's with a
number of Communist front or influenced organizations, including

Hollywood Democratic Committee, Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Committee, and others, MARX was indigt and convicted for
violation of Copyright law in 1937. (i‘ --:\
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Confidential sources, for whom T symbols are designated.
hereinafter, are of known reliability unless otherwise stated.

The 1950 issue of the International Motion Picture
Almanac identifies subject as JULIUS MARX, professional name
GRAUCHO MARX, one of the well known Marx Brothers, all of whom
were born 1n New York City. GRAUCHO MARX, as he is best known
to the public, was born in_New York on October 2, 1895, His
brothers are LEONARD (CHICOY, ARTHUR (HARﬁg;§fﬁnd ZEPPO“MARX.
Thelr first stage experience was in a vaudeville with their
mother and aunt, and were known as "Six Musical Mascots," IlLater
they toured as the'Four Nightingales," and finally as the “Four
Marx Brothers." They are all musicians of note. GRAUCHO MARX
is rated as one of the best guitar players in the country and
also plays the piano, mandolin, and harp. HARPO gets his name
from playing the harp, and also plays the plano, flute, and
trombone. CHICO is an artist at the plano, but he is also
accomplished with cornet, zither, and violin. Brother ZEPPO
plays the saxaphone, pianb, cello, and flute.

GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brothers, has starred
in a number of motion picture productions including Paramount
films, "The Coconuts," "Animal Crackers," "Monkey Business"
(19325, "Horse Feathers" (1933), and "Duck Soup" (1935).

' Brother ZEPPO quit acting and op~~ .1 the Zeppo Marx
Agency in Hollywood during the 1930's; and . >reafter, GRAUCHO,
CHICO, and HARPO appeared in "A Night at the Upera" produced by
MGM. In 1937 GRAUCHO collaborated on a screen play entitled
"Phe King and the Chorus Girl" produced by Warner Brothers.

In 1936 GRAUCHO, CHICO, and HARPO made a film "A Day at the
Races" for MGM. Other film productions in which the Marx .
Brothers have appeared have been "Room Service" for RKO in 1938,
and "At The Circus" for MGM in 1938. In 1940 they made "Go West"
for MGM. More recent pictures have been "Night in Casablanca,"

"fove Happy," and "Copacabana."

In regard to GRAUCHO MARX's background, the following
appears in the Dailly Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper,
i1ssue of May 23, 1934, in a column about MARX by EMANUEL

~—~BISENBERG:

i Py "GRAUCHO MARX is of working class origin: His
.~ father was an Eastside tailor, and his mother sewed in

-2 .-
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sweat shops. Once GRAUCHO worked with a vaudeville troupe
called the Leroy Trio; he received $5 a week for soprano
singing (he was then 13). Another time, stranded, he

took a Jjob driving a grocery wagon between Victor and
Cripple Creek in Colorado at $3 a week. Today he is

one of the most diverting entertainers in America. He

nas never forgotten his origin--and his nonsense contains,
as manyv have felt, considerable satire and passionate
arusts at contemporary society."

EMPLOYMENT

GRAUCHO MARX is currently the star of a weekly radio
and television show over NBC called "You Bet Your Life" sponsored
by the Desoto-Plymoutih Dealers. This show is produced and is
broadcast weekly from Hollywood,

The same source advises that MARX has a business
addigss of 1150 South Beverly Drive, Los Angeles, telephone
CR 001, )

IDENTIFICATION RECORD

According to records of the Federal District Cdurt,
Los Angeles, GRAUCHO MARX, together with h?‘ .»rother CHICO, were
indicted and convicted in November, 1937, fo. violation of the
Copyright law. They were sentenced to pay a fine of $1,000 and
be commlitted to Jjail until paid.
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It 18 noted that the cumulative index to publications
of the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of
Representatives, released in January, 1953, does not contain any
reference to GRAUCHO MARX,

The complete index of all reports of the California
State Committee on Un-American Activitles from its inception in
1943, likewise containg no reference to GRAUCHO MARX,

-4 -
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that, based on his own experience and knowledge of the Communist
Party in Hollywood, there is no foundation within his knowledge

for any allegation that MARX i1s or has been a member of the
Party. }
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ACTIVITIES

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS (NCFDFP)

The NCFDFP has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Oler 10450,

The Dally Worker, Communist news orgcn in New York City,
in 1ts issue of May 23, 1934, page 5, carried a column by
EMANUEL EISENBERG under the caption "GRAUCHO MARX on MOONEY,

USSR, and Political Prisoners.”

The write-up was the result of the authorts having
visited GRAUCHO MARX in New York to ask him to appear at the
June Jamboree which the NCFDPP was to hold on June 1 (1934) at
138th Street and Tth Avenue, New York City. The jamboree was
being held for the benefit of the organization's campaign for
recogniltion of the status of political prisoners, It stated
that MARX immediately accepted the invitation to appear at the
Jamboree to help in the campaign.

-7 - ﬁqd'll
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The article thereafter quoted GRAUCHO MARX on a
number of subjects and issues, - '

. In regard to TOM MOONEY, the imprisoned labor leader,
MARX is quoted as stating, "I have always considered the
imprisonment of TOM MOONEY an outrage. There's absolutely no
questlon in my mind that he's innocent....If it wasn't for
political reasons he would have been released years ago."

kb Ediiass
2y zM s )W»

In regard to the Scottsboro defendants, MARX is quoted
in the article as stating, "The battle of the Communists for the
lives of those boys is one that will be taught in Soviet America
as the most inspiring and courageous battle ever fought. It will
be a red letter day on the calendar, It will be what Bunker Hill
is to the modern textbooks."

FASFNEWE UL RN

Commenting on the Soviet Union, the article quotes _
MARX as stating, "You know, that's a2 wonderful country they have
there. Everybody expected it to fail, But its been going on for
something like 16 years now--so I guess its a success! My
brother HARPO was there a few months ago at the request of the
Government and he came back with great reports. You know, they
rave no unemployment there at all, I wish we cculd say the same
lLiere.

"NEW DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE"

\

A ‘
EUGENE-TYONS, author and publisher, in a book entitled
"Red Decade,” deals with the activity of the Communist Party and
particularly 1ts front organizations in Hollywood and elsewhere
during the 1930's. With reference to the above organization,
LYONS' book states:

é»‘.
.4
£

o

"Only Hollywood could have doped this one out...
The declaration called for nothing less than the immediate
breach of all economic relations with Germany, Nearly
all Hollywood clamored for the honor of signing, for the
most part nelther knowing nor caring that i1t was at
bottom another Communist fund raising and propaganda
stunt. Unluckily, only 56 had signed the original
| document in 1776, wherefore no more could endorse the
T nevw one. Among t?e lucky ones to rate as Hollywood
|
\

Hancocks were....
WAL
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The book thereafter lists a large number of Hollywood
personalities including GRAUCHO MARX who allegedly signed the
"New Declaration of Independence.”

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS

: The League of American Writers has been designated by
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10450,

In June, 1942, the Hollywood Chapter of League of
Americaa Writers issued a card advertising a function to be
sponsored by this organization at the Hotel Roosevelt in
Hollywood on June 12, 1942, This announcement card stated that
the program would include an analysis of humor and the war, and
that among the speakers would be GRAUCHO MARX. ~

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF

The Fourth Report (1948) of the California Legislative
Committee on Un-American Activities, on page 357, characterizes
the Russian War Rellef as "in every respect a swtellite front of
the Communist Party and....not an organization similar to the

fmerican Red Cross."

"News Letter," Volume 1, No. 3, published by the
Southern California Division of Russian War Relief, Inc., dated
August 1, 1942, carried an article advertising that the Music
Committee of the Hollywood Committee of Russian War Relief held
a._Shostakovich Concert on Sunday, July 19, " 2, and that among
those present were GRAUCHO MARX among other w tion picture film

personalities.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN-
SOVIET FRIENDSHIP (NCASF)

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, as has
also been 1ts predecessor organization American Council on Soviet

Relations.
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"NEW MASSES"

According to Congressional Record, September 24, 1942,
page 7688, "New Masses" is characterized as a "Communist
Periodical" by the then Attorney General of the United States,
FRANCIS BIDDLE, .

HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE (HDC)

The 1948 Report of the Californis Legislative Committee
on Un-American Activities characterizes HDC as ~ollows: "This
sommunist front grew out of a series of fronts designed to entrap
dollywood'!s innocents in the motion picture industry."

An advertisement clipping from "variecy" trade paper
for the entertainment industry, in its issue of Mav 12, 1944,
announced that a mass meetinﬁusponsored by the Radlo Division of

HDC would be held May 12, 19 to hear political issues
discussed. Among the sponsors of this event was GRAUCHO MARX
along with a number of other radlo and screen personalities.

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (JAFRC)

The JAFRC has been designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

- 10 -
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HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE
OF ARTS, SCIENCES, AND PROFESSIONS (HICCASP)

The HICCASP 1s characterized on page 51 of the 1948
Report of the Californla Legislative Committee on Un-American
Activities as one of a number of organizations which were
controlled and directed by Communists.

-1 - w
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COMMITTEE FOR THE FIRST AMENDMENT

The California Committee on Un-American Activities, in
its 1948 Report on Page 210, 1dentifies the Committee for the
First Amendment as "a recently created Communist front in the
defense of Communists and Communist fellow travelers. Its
immediate purpose 1s to create favorable public opinion for the
Communists who refuse to testify (in October, 1947) before the
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Vashington, D. C."

The "Peoples World," Communist news organ for the
West Coast, in 1ts Los Angeies edition for October 29, 1947,
page 3, column 1, carriles en article under the caption, "More
Celebrities Join Defense Group, Denounce Film Industry Inquisi-
tion." The article thereafter stated that GRAUCHO MARX was among
an expanded 1list of actors, writers, directors, and others in the
Hollywood film industry released by the Committee for First
Amendment; that the Committee condemned the attempt by the
House Commlittee on Un-American Activities to imear the motion
picture industry, and that "any investigati. into political
beliefs of the individual is contrary to the vasic principles of

democracy."

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS (CRC)

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order

10450,
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AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY (AYD)

The AYD has been designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

MISCELLANEOUS

The "Dally Worker," Communist news organ on the East
Coast, 1n 1ts issue of February 9, 1939, carried an article under
the caption "Lift Embergo Say Screen Stars." The article there-
after includes the photographs of a number of motion plcture
actors and actresses, including that of GRAUCHO MARX. According
to the article, all of these wére for 1lifting the embargo on the

Spanish Government,

The "Peoples World," Communist periodical for the West
cnoast, in 1ts 1ssue of April 25, 1945, page 2, column 4, carried
2 news item from San Francisco, California, under the caption
"Anti Franco Forces Open Office in SF." GRAUCHO MARX was
indicated in the article as active in a new committee called
Friends of the Spanish Republic, which had been formed to insure
that no recognition should be accorded to the Franco Government
at the United Nations Conference,

- 13 -
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TO : MR. MOHR DATE: 3/1 ;;1:::'
h W.C. Sullivan
- . Tele. Room
rroM : W. S. TAVEL 20 ingram
(W
supjecT:  GROUCHO MARX o1
r, -  "YOU BET YOUR LIFE'" PROGRAM

called on 2/29/60 to advise that he had been
listening to the captioned program on last Thursday, 2/25/60, on NBC, Channel 4,
and that one of the contestants was an individual described b asa
"stumble bum' who admitted being a former pugilist and bootlegger.
said that when this contestant, whose name he did not recall, stated he had been
a bootlegger, Marx asked, '""You mean you were a bootlegger for the FBI?"
in an apparent effort to be funny. said the contestant made some non-
commital answer and there was little laughter from the audience. q
stated that he felt that Marx's question was in poor taste and simply wanted to
call it to the Bureau's attention.

I certainly agree that, if the question was phrased as_
stated, it was in poor taste but I do not feel that any further action is warranted.

RECOMMENDATION:

Submitted for information.
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Mr. Tmoor
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> wadive
Tele. Room____
Mr. Ingram
Miss Ganoyﬂ
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¥Mr. J.Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Vashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I suggest that the TV entertziner Groucho Marke
l be investigated as being a Communist.

Last night on his progren both my husband and
I unéerstood him to pronounce The United States" as "The
United Snakes."

A
3
?{ In his book "Groucho and le" he speaks quite
affectionately of Charlie Chaplin, who is a well known
j Communis}.
o
\ik ' By the way, your own book "Masters of Deceit”
is a masterpiece. I have bourht a cory for myself and
four or five covies as gifts. It is sicoly e wonderful

book. Thank you for it.

n Please, lr. Eoover, investigate Groucho Marlks.
N A
L Benban ‘ / -

-

Sincerel

J'? ' '_ l""r . ;“ '.. \H\L-L) ﬁ70/
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Bureau files indicate no reference on - — —
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Xour lctter d June l'l, 1960, was receivcd

durtng Mr. Boonr'a nbsence trom thn clty, and x am sl
acknowledging it for him. It will be called to his attention
upon m retm to Washlngton. I know he wm be appre-"
’clauve ot yont hvouhle remarks concemlng "Muteu

ety prwy

Tolsoo

Mohs
Parsons

g used in view of her
because she is convinced

ct of Bufile 100-407258. His

pres ring in the TV
HHA:1dg/nss" Wa g
W.C. Sullivan

Teie. Room (4) ’(‘(U Q NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)

Ingram
Gandy :6:2: JU L:jiﬁo'%o reLetype unir L %}, ¥
b

Belmont
W& Callshon
' Del.oach
2 Malone

he is a communist.
real name is Juuus
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¥Mr, J. Edgar Hoover : A //
Department of the Federal Bureau of Investigation { N

Washington, D.C. i

/
>Q
(

Dear Mr. Hoover:
As a loyal citizen of the United States, I am

writing to you concerning the TV program entitled " Dupont

Show of the Week" which was broadcast last night over NEC.

I am outraged by this show which appeared to be
full of Communist propaganda - 80 much of it that I cannot
begin to neme it all. It was NOT funny. The Red stench was
unmistakable. The program went out of the way to make the
automobile industry in our country appear to be silly and
the American people weak, incompetent and arrogant.

; As one example among too many to even mention,
Groucho-Marx sald, in speaking of the American people, " They .
dfove arcuna ¥h their ARROGANCE, " I

I understand that Groucho Marx has strong Red
leaninge and that he was a member of the Red Front called
" Committee for the First Amendment" and that he signed
Cablegram of allegiance to Stalin. PFPlease write and let
me know if this 1s correct and what other information
I am entitled as a United States citizen to kmow concerning
his Red atfiliations, so I gan speak with authority when
discussing him.

No doubt you have already thoroughly investigated
Groucho Marx, but please also investigate the writer or i

writers of the TV script for the Dupont sponsored show. g
Hoping to hear from you soon, I am )
_J..fhl;EED Sincerely and gratefully yours,
FEoEha s UnoliSSinic
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“~Nhave received your'ietter dated October
1961 interest which proupted your communicat
vitb ne is appreciated. |

While I would like to be of assistance the
Jnrisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, atrictly
an lnvesgdgative aﬁency of the Federal Goverment. do
_hot exte to furnishing evaluations or comments
concerning the character or integrity of any individunl
organization or lication. I am sure you will under-
stand the necessity for this policy and vill not !nfer
thagswe go or do not have in.our files the information
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) anize of students such money to be under the
R of ﬁrwgo e y

control over, requested that a copy of his ~-.
ent to Senator Everett Dirksen, plg sent
j7 nd proposals sent to the Senator, UGroucho
Marx bject o Bufile 100-407258, His real name
is Julius ) I He is a well-known television and -
. movie 1953, a rank-aml-file member of the

In
"CP in E:lifornia remarked t0 ‘an informant that Marx,
contributed heavily to the CP. Rowever, source gave no
basis for allegation, Los Angeles informants familiar
with CP activities, Hollywood motion picture and radio
industry, throughout the 1940's stated Marx was never
affiliated with the Party and never to their knowl
contributed to it. ' Marx reported to have been affil ated
or otherwise finterested in var&l.n§ degrees in the 1940°'s
with a8 pumber of CP front and nfluenced organizations,
The "Committee for the First Amendment® cited as a commmunist
front "in the defense of commnists and comrunist fellow
- travelers® by the California Senate Fact-Finding Committee
¢ on Un-American Activities, e following items of literature
were sent correspondent: N oo T '

l. "What You Can Do to Pight Comunism
v o v - and Preserve Americaf . =

ae,+ -2+ "Director's Statenent April 17, 1961
: N Te Internnl Securi ty L
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Ojﬁce Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

' T0 s Mr. DeLoac§ : - ~ " DATE: February 3, 1959

- } Tolson
<d ) . . Belmont __ .
. . ’ Delooch

oM M ~ McGuire
Mobr

Parsons ______

Rosen

SUBJECT~.YOU BET YOUR LIFE © - S | Tamn
GROUCHO MARX

! " . R Trotter
: . ) N‘), ¥.C. Sullivan _
. Teidt Room ___
NBC o

We received a letter fro
Los Angeles 48, Galifornia, suggestiny, tha lelding
Russian to Groucho'Warx on the Grouch®,Marx television show Thursday evenmg,

January 29, 1959.

The show was momtored and there was nothing on it concermng the -
Bureau or matters of any interest to us. '

The Thursday night show is originally taken from the radio show which
precedes it and something could, of course,/been cut from the Kinescope of the radio
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Jones to Del.oach memo

RECOMMENDATION: -

' In view of the above background, it is not felt that anything can be
- accomplished by acknowledgin tter, and if we do we will undoubtedly

promote further correspondence.
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INVESTIGATION OF UN-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA
ACTIVITIES. IN THE UNITED STATES

IUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1840

House ar REPRERENTATIVES,
Stscommrrree oF THE Speciar CoMMITTEE TO
InvesTiGATE UX-ANMERICAN ACTIVITIES.
‘ew York,N. Y.

EXBECUTIVE SESSION

Present: Hon. Martin Dies (chairman).
Also present: Dr. J. B. Matthews, director of research; George F.
Hurley, investigator; and Stephen W. Birmingham, investigator.

TESTIMONY OF HOWARD C. RUSHMORE, FORMER WRITER FOR
THE DAILY WORKER

(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.)

Mr. Marrrews. What is your full name?

Mr. Rrsamore. Howard (. Rushmore.

Mr. MarreeEws. Where do you live?

Mr. Rrsamore. Here in Manhattan, 75 Thayer Street.

Mr. Marraews. Where were you born ?

Mr. Resamore. In South Dakota: July 2, 1912.

Mr. Ms11HEWs. Are you a member of the Communist Party?

Mr. Rosumore. Yes.

Mr. Marraews. When did you join the Communist Party?

Mr. Rrsamore. 1 joined in 1933,

Mr. Marruews. Where!

Mr. Resumore In St. Louis, Mo.

Mr. Marruews. Do you recall who recruited you into the party?!

Mr. RosaMcre. A man by the name of William Sentner.

Mr, Marrrews. Do vou recall whether William Sentner was con-
nected with the Radio Workers Machine Works of Americat

Mr. RrsHMoRE. Yes. .

Mr, Martaews. Was Sentner bolding some official position in the
Communist Party? ] )

Mr. Rrsamore. He was organizational secretary of the Missour:

party. ) _
Mr. Marraews. After you joined the Communist Party, did you
bold any official pesitions in the Communist Party?
Mr. Re<rmore. You want 8 list of what 1 did? -

Mr. Marraews. Yes.
1787
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1748 ON-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES

accuse s person, and I am definitely going to file action against Mr.
Leech, because there must be some protection against such a practice.

Mr. Hozuer. In a previous question I asked you whether or not you
for the Scottsboro boys, and I believe your answer
was “No.”  In the Western Worker of July 13, 1936, the following
news item appears: . - .

Bollywood alds Scottsbore boys, Loe Angeles. July 8 Hollywood again proved
{ts sympatby for the Scottsboro boys at the benefit last night at the Central Avenve
Club Alebama. Although proceeds are pot totdled, a similar ben: it given at the
same place 2 months ago netted $1,000. Among those ip attendance were Francis
Lederer, Liope! Stander, Clarence Muse, Guy Endure, Bamuel
Ornitz, Lov Darro, Robert Tusker, John Bright, Artbor Strawn, Alan, Baxter,
Jorg Ivens, Frank Tuttle, and Russell Hicks

What do you have to staté? ] X

Mr. Leperer. I have to state the following: That I have been again
and again to the Club Alabam 3uite: s number of evenings. T go often
to these colored night clubs, and it just happens this was on a Sunday
night—yes, Sunday, I think, and suddenly everyt stopped, and
somemgv——l dont know who it was, got up and spoke about the Scotts-

boro case and said le should contribute to it. Yes; I was there
that night, just as

would be going to any night club, but 1 didn%
contribute an

Mr. Hemzy. In tixe' April 29, 1937, issue of the Western Worker, the
following news item sappesrs:

California students demand peace—30,000 participated on peace das. * * *
Four student speakers addressed the University of Californis meeting. At
0. C. L. A. the speakers were Rev. E. P. Rrland. Frank Scullr. and Lionel Eiander.
Francis Lederer was among the speakers at L. A, Junior College. .

Is that the meeting to which you referred previously?!

Mr. Lepezre. Yes. Will you allow me to present to you—I think
this has nothing to do with it—1I have with me s leaflet and members.h;s
card which are the only literature which we Lave ever given out.

: yhic.lé would clarify fo you that the organization has no political
ificance.
e Caamuax. I do not think that is necessary to this matter.
(Witness excused.) .

TESTIMONY OF LIONEL J. STANDER, ACTOR |, -

_» (The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) YT
* Mr. Horixy. What is your full name? L
Mr. Sranoez. Lionel J. Stander. . R ;,
Mr. Homey. What is your professiont - -
Mr. Sraxpex. Actor. . -
Mr. Horizy. Are you a citizen of the United States? oy
Mr. Staxper. Yes; native born, here in New York Ciry. g7
Mr. Homuxy. Will you briefly state your career as an sctor? -~
Mr. Srarpze. I started in the Provincetown Plavhouse in the V&-
lage in the early days with John O'Neil and Robert Edwin Jones
and others who got their start there. Then I performed ss & pes®»
Eper rter, working on the Evening Journal. in Charlotte, Yoo
re, md |hcou le of otbgl;s. fI wdns with the Theater GmldTh::;
year, and played in a number of independent plays—jn 26
the road with Fred Allen, and plaved 9 rvgularp programs.  After tha
played with Fannie.Brice, Bert Lahr, and others, snd in 1935 west

<
'
3

into th
in betv
Mr.
Mr. .
Mr,
cersin
munist
Mr.
munist
The
have a
testifie.
Conun
did we
X))lved.
e gr:
subseqt
press.
tunity
want t
Mr
release
whatso
before
‘Dd the
citizen.
newspa
unteere
that o1

the gra
newspy

e
Angele
Statense
Mr.
The
Stanlex
Mr. s
The
person
purpos
forrgoc
Mr. .
later re
know a
The
tributet
My, &
The M.
Woney -
give n;
Actors
Federat




[

R Ak A0

g
v

. . ;
s T i
~ . ' . - 4 AT e e 3 .
e CrLET L et wegely - T g
e o s e e e T PO . .
- .. - -, . N - ~ Py - - - -
. - . T . - . - R Y - -
- ) . .. e s SN Ay T - k’ % ) -

1752 UX-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES

Mr. Horiry. In the Western Worker for March 29, 1937, the fol-
Jowing item sppeared:

Screen Aciors far Moovey Pardon. A wire to Licotenant Governor Hatfleld
urging favorable action on & pardon for Tom Muuney was seidt by the follow-

ing prominent screep acters, directors. snd writers: Fredrich March, Plorames
Eiridge, Rabert Montgomery, Groucho Murx, James Cagne:.bmg_-rd. G. Rojla-

Mr. Syaxpe:
atemen?

Mr. Férm_m
WP thar
= Mr. Staxm

son, Gloris Stuarl, Jean Muir, Licvel Stander, and otbers. .
Is that article substantially true? : L : - and s
Mr. Stanpes. That is true. Even ijmﬁ_jﬂkwwem there £X - {r. Hemr
Mb;;h“ when I gave money to the Tom Mooney cause it was jus- C"lf;‘m’g“e to
tified. : r. Staxny
The Cramman. We have in our possession indisputable evidence member of 1,
that the Communist Party did seize upon this issue to raise money, but of these orga:
not for the purposes of helping Tom Mooney. my friend:’ o
Mr. Sraxper. It i~ a question of 2 person being wise in choosing the Mr. Hrmory
;gencxes through which they give to charity. I would not give totmy ;- § #8 tar Motios.
ascist organization—but I see your point. i S L—"n" STaANDE
The Crsmuax. Were you ever known under any other numd than ! . Hrery
Lionel Standert Pemocracy !
Mr. Stanper. Never. . . Mr. Staxor
The Crammax. Did you ever hear the name “J. Rand™! - . The, Caam:
Mr. Staxpes. The first time I ever heard the name was when the Hollywood. 1
Los Angeles grand jury asked me if ] had ever heard of that name. Mr. Sraxoe
Mr. Homiey. Under date of April 29, 1937, the Western Worker, The Crams
;vofftern organ of the Communist Party, U. 8. A, carried an item as ofﬁo;mgumsn
olows:: . Staxm
Califurns Sindents Demand Peace—30.000 Participated on Peace Day. Four %:tv d I.(ml_\
student speakers wddressed the University of Califyrnis meeting. Meetin, - J aont go
also held at Lot Angeles and San Franciaco junior colleges and ip nu = x.-donm beher
other junior cnlleges and colleges. Four student speakers sddressed the Tab ' The CaARY
versity of California meeting. At U.C. L. A. the speakers were Rev. E P. Ryha ff, . StarvpR
Frank 8cully, aqd Lione! Siapder. ¥rancir Lederer was among the gneslpars orable dischiar:
Los Angeles Junior College. . L E 3 ‘iﬂing to ‘@n’
Is that s true siatement ¢ e xilling to cery
Mr. Staxver. Yes. Dr. Allan and Seully called me up. and T asked " T The CaAmM
them what it was for, and they told me that it was for peace. Stalin pact?
Mr. Hreieer. Did von ever belong to any organization for the sup- Mr. Staxoe
port of Loyalist Spain? (Witness ex
- Mr. Stanvez. That was it—sending ambulances to Spain. Yes: we )
sent medica) 2id and ambulances to a1d the victims of Italian and Ger- ~SELESTIMON
map fascism. I read in the pewspapers that Franco has now jojasd—"2 ez
up with Hitler and Mussolini, which is proof positive that our pup- = -3 e witnes-
port of the Loyalist cause was right. I don't know whether you wys ‘& - ~¥. Horiey.
call that communism or not. but many people thronghout the coulk My. Yoxe. F
realized that the cause of democracy was at stake. Of course. 1 ol -~ Mr/Heruer
be wrong. N . ) Fie_ 2 ~ Mr. Tose N
The Casmusx. No one is the questioning your right to give what . Herury
vou wish. Many people believed in the Loyalist eause and many peo Mr. Toxz. A
ple believed in the Franco cause. It is not for us to pass judgment oo r. Homwey
what & man believes in. All we are interested in is that we want ¢ Nr. Toxe 1t
substantiate these records. ‘ teginning
Mr. Horezy. In the magazine known as Soviet Russia T Riagers. Th
the edition of Mayx 1938, there is an article entitled “America W xith the -
gressives on the Moscow Trisls™ Your name is listed as a sig arkad for M.

the statements made in that grticle?
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