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The 2000-2001 Nebraska Christmas Bird Count 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Box 9690/257 Thompson Hall 
Mississippi State, MS 39762 
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The 2000-2001 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) period included 
nine counts in Nebraska, down one from last year. New this year was the 
resurrected Crawford count while Kearney and Dakota-Dix were missing 
(Table 1). These counts reported a total of 117 species and nearly 
138,000 individuals, which is not bad for such a cold count period. 
Counts were scattered statewide, but most effort was in the eastern half of 
the state where most of the birders are. The top count again this year was 
Lake McConaughy with 93 species. Other excellent totals included 71 at 
Harlan County and 65 at Branched Oak-Seward. Not surprisingly, Lincoln 
(27) and Omaha (22) had the most field observers. This year, the 
average count recorded 56 species. 

DISCUSSION OF SPECIES 

In the following discussion, I have attempted to discuss what I 
believe are the more important aspects of this year's Christmas Bird 
Counts. This includes my general impressions about some of the more 
common species, mention of rarities, notable misses, and other topics. 

The species totals for each count are listed in Table 2. The 2000-
2001 Nebraska CBC period will probably be best remembered for the 
extremely cold pre-count weather. Cold weather settled in by early 
November with below-normal temperatures statewide for November and 
December. Only one count (Scottsbluff) reported a count temperature 
above freezing. One indication of the cold weather was the fact that Lake 
McConaughy froze for the first time since the winter of 1997-98, and it 
did so on the early date of 26 December 2000 (typical freeze over occurs 
in mid-January). With the cold weather came snow, especially in the 
eastern half of the state. Only Scottsbluff and Lake McConaughy lacked 
snow cover on count day. 

Dinsmore, "The 2000-2001 Nebraska Christmas Bird Count," from Nebraska Bird Review (March 2001) 69(1). 
Copyright 2001, Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. Used by permission.
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The semi-hardy water birds were poorly represented this year. 
The only grebes were single Horned/Eared and Western grebes lingering 
in the last open water at Lake McConaughy. Harlan County hosted a lone 
Double-crested Cormorant this year. Only 9 Great Blue Herons were 
found, mostly in the west at Lake McConaughy (4) and Scottsbluff (3). 

Waterfowl were scarce this year, in contrast to their abundance 
the last two winters. Noteworthy were Greater White-fronted Geese at 
Harlan County (5) and Lincoln (1). A large flock of Snow Geese at Harlan 
County contained 5 Ross's Geese, but a single Ross's Goose farther west at 
Lake McConaughy was very unusual in winter. Canada Geese were 
abundant, especially in the west, and were missed only at Crawford. A 
record 35 Trumpeter Swans were at Lake McConaughy while another 4 
were found at Calamus-Loup. Mallards were the only other abundant 
waterfowl species, but numbers were considerably below normal. Most 
were at Harlan County, where a much higher count raised the suspicions 
of the compiler and hints at the difficulty of accurately counting large 
flocks of birds. Other notable waterfowl totals included a Wood Duck, 27 
Greater Scaup, and a Barrow's Goldeneye at Lake McConaughy, a well­
described Barrow's Goldeneye at Calamus-Loup, and 2 Wood Ducks at 
Omaha. 

Bald Eagles were reported from all counts with a high of 184 at 
Harlan County. A record 86 were at Lake McConaughy, no doubt aided by 
abundant ice cover. A good total of 44 Northern Harriers was reported 
from six counts. Accipiters were well reported with 23 Sharp-shinned 
and 1 5 Cooper's hawks. The only Ferruginous Hawks were four at Lake 
McConaughy. Rough-legged Hawks staged a major irruption with a total of 
65 birds reported. They were reported from all counts, but most were in 
the western two thirds of the state. A total of 6 Golden Eagles was found on 
the three westernmost counts. American Kestrels were found in average 
numbers, along with nice totals of 5 Merlins and 6 Prairie Falcons. 
Merlins at Norfolk (1) and Branched Oak-Seward (2) were notable for 
eastern Nebraska. Observers are encouraged to report the race of all 
Merlins seen in winter in Nebraska since both the pale western race 
richardsonii and the darker eastern race columbarius can occur. 

Gallinaceous birds were found in good numbers, aided by abundant 
snow cover. Ring-necked Pheasants were numerous in the east but scarce 
in the west, a trend that has been evident for more than a year. Prairie 
grouse reports included 28 Sharp-tailed Grouse on two counts in western 
Nebraska and 143 Greater Prairie-Chickens on three counts.· Wild 
Turkeys had a great year with 460 on seven counts including 253 at 
Scottsbluff and 144 at Omaha. Surprisingly, Northern Bobwhite were 
widely reported in good numbers with a total of 195 on seven counts. I 
wonder how many of these survived the winter? As expected, the only 
Virginia Rail was a single at Lake McConaughy, a regular wintering locale. 
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Despite the lack of open water, 298 American Coots were hanging on at 
Lake McConaughy; the only other report was a single at Scottsbluff. 
Shorebirds were scarce with only 8 Killdeer and 1 5 Common Snipe 
statewide. However, a surprising adult Spotted Sandpiper was along an 
open creek at Harlan County, the first winter report for Nebraska. Gulls 
were scarce this year with most reports from Lake McConaughy where 
counters found an adult Mew Gull, a low count of two California Gulls, and 
respectable totals of 7 Thayer's and 9 Glaucous gulls. The only other 
interesting gull was a lone Thayer's Gull at Harlan County. 

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to solidify their range in 
Nebraska with 7 seen in Ogallala on the Lake McConaughy CBC. The three 
common owls were all found in average numbers. Interesting owls 
included 6 Long-eared and 2 Northern Saw-whet owls at Lake 
McConaughy and a Short-eared Owl at Branched Oak-Seward. Small 
numbers of Belted Kingfishers were found on all counts except Crawford. 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were restricted to southeast Nebraska with a 
single at Lincoln and 33 at Omaha. A single Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was 
at Branched Oak-Seward; this species is rare in Nebraska in winter. 
Northern Shrikes were present in average numbers after last year's 
invasion. 

The 37 Pinyon Jays at Crawford are the first CBC report in 
several years, but were not unexpected for this locale. With all the snow 
cover it was not surprising that Horned Larks were abundant, topped by a 
count of 660 at Branched Oak-Seward. Red-breasted Nuthatches staged a 
minor irruption this year with 25 birds statewide, 11 of them at Lake 
McConaughy. A single Pygmy Nuthatch was at Scottsbluff, a regular 
breeding locale. Brown Creepers were unusually abundant with 88 
counted statewide, including an impressive 34 at Lincoln. As expected, 
none were found on the two westernmost counts (Crawford and 
Scottsbluff). A total of 6 Carolina Wrens was found on three counts, 
including three a bit far west at Harlan County. Single Winter Wrens 
were at Harlan County and Calamus-Loup while 4 Marsh Wrens were at 
Lake McConaughy. Golden-crowned Kinglets were generally scarce, except 
in eastern Nebraska where there were 24 at Lincoln. Eastern Bluebirds 
were widespread with a total of 105 found on 5 eastern counts. 
Townsend's Solitaires were common in the west, although the 4 at 
Branched Oak-Seward were more unusual. This was a great winter for 
American Robins with more than 12,000 counted. Calamus-Loup had 
more than half the total with three other counts (Branched Oak-Seward, 
Harlan County, and Lake McConaughy) tallying more than 1,000 
individuals each. Numbers of other frugivores such as Cedar Waxwings 
were generally low, and the only Yellow-rumped Warblers were three at 
Harlan County. 

Sparrows were generally found in good numbers this year. A nice 
total of 10 Spotted Towhees was found, including one bird a bit far west at 
Scottsbluff. Song Sparrows were found in only average numbers while the 
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only Swamp Sparrows were two at lake McConaughy and one at Lincoln. 
Small numbers of White-throated Sparrows were found on three counts, 
all in the southeast. Harris's Sparrows were found in excellent numbers 
in the eastern half of the state, topped by 143 at Branched Oak-Seward. 
Surprisingly, none was found in the west. Small numbers of lapland 
longspurs were found on five counts while the only Snow Buntings were 
the five at lake McConaughy. Surprisingly, it was a good year for 
icterids, despite the cold weather. Four Eastern Meadowlarks were 
reported at Lincoln; the winter distribution of meadowlarks in Nebraska 
needs further study since a few Eastern's presumably winter in the 
southeast corner of Nebraska. Rusty Blackbirds were found on four 
counts with a high of 61 at Harlan County. The only Brewer's Blackbirds 
were 41 found at lake McConaughy, a good number for late December. 
Common Grackles and Brown-headed Cowbirds were found in 
average numbers and an excellent total of 1 21 Great-tailed Grackles was 
found at Omaha (although the birds were barely in Iowa). 

Finches were once again scarce this winter. Small numbers of 
Purple Finches were found on four counts with the most, surprisingly, at 
lake McConaughy. Pine Siskins were seen on all counts, although only in 
small numbers. The only unusual finches were two Red Crossbills and a 
Common Redpoll at Branched Oak-Seward. 

NOTABLE MISSES 

A number of species were not reported this year, including Pied­
billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Northern Shoveler, Loggerhead 
Shrike, Mountain Bluebird, and Fox Sparrow. Most of these are cold­
sensitive species, so it was not unusual to miss them this year. 
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