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WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA, FALL 1992

Steven Anschutz, Nebraska State Supervisor at the

Nebraska/Kansas Field Office of the Fish and Wildlife Service,
U. S. Dept. of Interior, Grand Island, NE, has supplied Whooping
Crane migration data for the fall season, 1992. Some general
aspects of the migration will be given, but specific sightings will
be limited to Nebraska. Further information can be obtained from
Mr. Wally Jobman at the office given above, 203 West Second Street,
Grand Island, NE 68801.

Based on the breeding-ground surveys during the summer of
1992, about 148 birds were expected to arrive at Aransas Wildlife
Refuge during the fall. A total of 135 (81 adult, 39 subadult, and
15 juvenile) had arrived by December 30, 1992, with the first
arrivals on October 18. The other 13 birds, presumed dead, included
2 young, 3 nesting pairs, and 5 others. Confirmed observations of
migrating Whooping Cranes were first reported on July 29 in Canada,
and on October 8 in the United States; the last confirmed sighting
date was November 17 in Saskatchewan, Canada. A total of 50
confirmed sightings were reported in Canada and the U. S.
distributed as follows: Saskatchewan (24); North Dakota (3); South
Dakota (2); Nebraska (5); Kansas (9); Oklahoma (5); and Texas (2).

The Whooping Crane sightings for Nebraska are as follows:

Date No. Cranes Location

Confirmed Sightings

10/17 6 Garfield Co. 1.5 mi. N, .5 W of Burwell,
North Loup River. T21N, R16W, S10.
10/19-31 2 ad, Holt Co. 7 mi. S, 1 W, .5 S of Stuart.
1 yg T29N, R16 W, S14, S.5; S23, NW.25.
10/24-25 7 ad, Gosper Co. 1 mi. W, 1.5 S of Smithfield.
1 yg T7N, R22W, S24, NE.25, SW.25; S23, NE.25,
SE.25.
10/26~-11/1 2 ad, Custer Co. 12 mi. W, 1 S, .75 W of Merna.
1 yg T17N, R23W, S6, SE.25; T18N, R23W, 831,

SE.25.
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Date No. Cranes Location

Confirmed Sightings (continued)
10/30~11/2 2 ad, Loup Co. 13 mi. NW of Burwell, Calamus
1 yg Reservoir. T22N, R17W, S5, NE.25; T23N,
R17W, S32, SE.25.

Probable Sightings

10/17 2 Rock Co. 4 mi. S, 1 E of Newport. Flying.

10/18 2 Brown Co. 30 mi. SW of Ainsworth. Flying.

10/18 6 Buffalo Co. 2 mi. E, 8 N of Gibbon.
Flying.

10/18 6 Loup Co. 6.5-7 mi. W of Burwell, North
Loup River.

10/19 2 Rock Co. 6 mi, E, 3 S of Bassett. Flying.

10/20 8 Kearney Co. 4 mi. W of Kearney. Flying.

Unconfirmed Sightings

10/8 2 Hall Co. about 400 yds W of Hwy 281
bridge over S. Channel of Platte River.
Flying.

10/19 2 Cherry Co. flying over Valentine.

Abbreviations: E=east, W=west, N=north, S=south, ad=adult,yg=young
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